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Why do you speak in riddles?

This month we will continue our series on Sunday morning on Jesus' parables from Matthew 
13. The disciples asked Jesus why do speak in riddles to us; it makes it hard to get what you're 
saying!  The key to understanding these parables Jesus says is himself. Once you have Jesus 
(or once you realize that Jesus has you and you start living accordingly) then the parables are 
opened to you.  Its not because we get special knowledge but because we are living closely to 
Christ...like how the seed germinates and grows in the first parable.  

Jesus says in answer to the disciples I speak in these stories because while people are looking 
at my words they aren't really looking into; while they are hearing they aren't really listening 
and standing under (understanding) my words.  The parables are meant to penetrate our 
media-saturated, Wikipedia mindset of easy knowledge. They are meant to provoke us to seek 
meaning and seek the key to understanding them—Jesus himself

Pastor Garrett

Sunday June     11 is our Church Picnic! The picnic will take place immediately                       
following the church service. The Deacons will provide hamburgers and hotdogs,                                  
rolls,  condiments, drinks, and entertainment! Please bring you own chair(s),                                     
reusable place settings/utensils for your family members, and a food dish to pass.                                       
There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary to indicate what side dish or                                        
dessert you want to bring. If you have any further questions contact Becky Krebs                                         
or Marianne VanHoute. 

The Elsie O'Neil Circle 
meets next on Thursday June 15th at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

  The Women's Association would like to thank everyone who helped make our Spring Rummage
Sale/Bake Sale a success!  As of Sunday, May 21st, the total is $1319.30.  $1000.00 has been pledged for
the new dishwasher.   A Rummage Sale/Bake Sale will be held in late October so you may set items aside

during the next few months for that sale.  More information  about that sale will be in the September
Newsletter. 

Congratulations to our all our college grads from LFPC...

Chrissy, Julia, Lizzie, Matt, Shawn, Haley! 

CONGRATULATIONS to our LFPC CONFIRMANDS:
               Zoie Carlisle

                 John Henry Pfeffer
     Simon VanHoute



June Mission Minutes:

Our sponsored mission co-workers Charles and Melissa Johnson will be back in the USA this 
summer, and are planning to visit us during the weekend of July 22-23.  Specific details are 
not defined yet, but we expect to have an opportunity to welcome them that weekend, hear 
their story, and celebrate their mission.

And because we are a church that responds to the love of Jesus ALL THE TIME with 
compassion and generosity, when asked if there was an unmet need where we could help, 
Melissa wrote about a place called the Egichikeni Clinic  She wrote:

Charles and I have discussed this and we believe one of the biggest needs at the moment is at 
Egichikeni Clinic.  They only have 2 beds and several unbelievably dirty mattresses in very bad
condition. The nurse/in-charge, Mr. Ingundi, has indicated that they really need 10 beds.  
There are frequently a dozen or more women at the clinic waiting to deliver, half a dozen or so
that have just delivered and a few people who have been admitted but not sick enough to be 
transferred to the district hospital.  Despite the very basic conditions,Mr. Ingundi has had no 
maternal deaths since he arrived in 2014 which he reports as his greatest accomplishment.  

I have been able to get a quote from a medical supply company in Lusaka for a basic bed and 
mattress.  The price of a bed is roughly $220 (depending on currency fluctuations) and the 
mattresses are about $58.  We would also need to transport them from Lusaka to Egichikeni 
(about 10 hours away).  The cost of a complete bed and transport would be roughly $325.  
New beds and mattresses would be such an improvement to the care being provided at this 
clinic.  Anything that LFPC could do to assist with new beds would be greatly appreciated by 
the community. 

Attached are some pictures so that you can see the conditions at the clinic and the sad state of the mattresses.   

So, in response we will collect a special offering starting May 28 through July 16, with the goal
of presenting a gift to the Johnsons for this unmet need when they visit. Please mark checks 
with ‘Clinic Beds Offering’ in the memo line …. Unless you too want to spell Egichikeni.

Respectfully submitted, 
Rob Santos

Our next opportunity to serve at the Samaritan Center is on 
Wednesday June 28th at 6:45 a.m. for breakfast. 

Come join the team, please sign up in the rear of the sanctuary. 



August Sabbatical

One of God’s commands to the Israelites when they were entering the Promised Land was that every 
seven years the land itself instead of being planted was to be given a rest, to lay fallow, unplanted, and 
unworked. We are more familiar with the command that every seventh day was to be a Sabbath for all 
the people and work animals in order that they might rest, worship, pray, and be more mindful of 
God’s provision for them.
   The session has granted me a sabbatical for the month of August. I will step away from my regular 
duties of preaching, leading worship, pastoral care, and administration. I am going to “lie fallow” for 
that month and let God do some restorative work within me. This is not an administrative leave or an 
extended vacation but a gift of time for me and God to do spiritual, re-creative, replenishing work. 

 During my absence Dan DeBrucker-Cota, a ruling elder from Robinson Memorial Presbyterian who is 
going to seminary to become a Minister of Word and Sacrament, will be leading several of the Sunday 
services. The session and I are working out other details for how pastoral care and administrative tasks
will be covered. As these are finalized I will let you know who to to contact for any needs. While I will 
be unavailable for ordinary issues I will be certainly be available for pastoral care during crises and 
funerals. In the meantime don’t hesitate to call me.
   Thank you to the session and the congregation for allowing me this gift that I might rest and grow in 
new ways. Next month I will share with you some of the things I will be doing over the month of 
August.

Pastor Garrett

Friends in Faith Preschool

FAITH SURGE IS BACK!!! July 11, 12 and 13 and July 18, 19 and 20.  We are also now accepting
preschool applications for the 2017-2018 school year. If you are interested or have questions,

please contact Chris Schauer at 315-457-4090 or email  friendsinfaith_cp@yahoo.com. 

The July 2017     Newsletter Deadline is Monday June 26th by 12 noon. 
Please get all articles and pictures into the church office by Mon. June 26th  .  

You may call Heather at 457-3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.
She is in the office Monday-Friday from 9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 

CNY Photographers meets next on 
Monday May 15th at 6:30 p.m. 

All are welcome to attend!

We had a congregational meeting for the 
election of officers, Sunday May 14th. Our 

newly elected officers will be: Elders: Bill Newell, 
Pat Gallagher and Pam Carges. Deacons: Ashley 

Gouger, Karyn Johnson, Roberta Marks and 
Amber Thayer. Nomination Committee members: 

Tracie Folley, Jason Gouger and Bonnie Santos.

THANK YOU to our outgoing officers;  
Elders: Ray Campbell, Beth Larson and  Jim    

   Thayer and our Deacons: Jennifer Campbell,       
    Mike Cirillo, Fletcher Smith, Cynthia Golden       

      and Emma Van Houte!

MANY THANKS!
We received many thanks for all your help on  
Be the Church Sunday! A card was received 

from the House at 807 for the yard 
cleanup. Residents wrote, “Thank you so very 

much!", Your help means so much",
"Thank you so much for all you have done"

and "God bless you". Thank You!



In neighborhood hate crimes, Facebook rants, off-hand snide comments, and political
rhetoric we see negativity directed against Muslims. Much of this hate is a reaction to acts of
terror done wrongly in the name of Islam—acts rejected by true Islamic teaching. We have an
opportunity to demonstrate a caring spirit towards Muslim neighbors of good will. and want
to make it clear that Jesus’ name should never be used to promote hate. Again this year, the
session has requested that we practice hospitality and welcome and display the lawns signs

that wish our Muslim neighbors a Blessed Ramadan.

This is an expression of the love that is rooted in our faith in Jesus Christ as the Savior of the 
world. John’s Gospel says that Jesus was filled with grace and truth. These aren’t two separate
characteristics but they must be kept together in our actions and lives. As followers of Jesus 
Christ we can bless the religious practices of Muslims that they may experience all the love, 
truth, and grace that God has for them.

The lawn signs are a small but public expression; I hope they will lead us to discussions with 
our neighbors, deeper understanding our faith, and a practice of peacemaking. Ramadan 2017
begins on May 26 and ends on June 24. During the month Muslims are encouraged to fast 
from dawn until dusk and give special attention to worship,prayer, reading the Quran and 
practicing charity.

written by Rev. Anderson

Remember the Food Pantry
Just a gentle reminder that as you shop for the food 
pantry consider purchasing lots of fruits and 
vegetables. Foods with 7 grams of protein are 
considered “protein”.

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
-Canned Vegetables, -Canned Fruit in juice or 
water (not syrup), -100% juice
Protein rich foods 7 grams per serving: -Beans, -
Canned meats, -Canned fish, -Peanut butter

June Birthdays
3– Debbie Copp 9 – Frank DeGroff
12 – Brian Everts, John Kline   
14 – Marianne VanHoute
15 – Fletcher Smith
17 – Adam Herd
19 – Christina, Elizabeth and Julia DeGroff
22– Mirabella Beerman, David Rudari
27 – Jessica Copp, Roberta Marks
28 – Linda Raitt
30 – Mary Anderson

(If anyone has been omitted from this list,  
please call the church office)

Bottle Drive
We are still collecting returnable cans and bottles for the preschool. There is a bin downstairs outside 

of Fellowship Hall to place your donations. Please rinse the cans and bottles out first. Thanks!

In Loving Memory of LFPC member William “Bill” Anderson who passed away on Sunday May 7.  
             Prayers and sympathy are given for his brothers, nephew and his at-home companions.              
         Sympathies and prayers are given to the family of Michael & Leigh Anne Herd, whose mother, 

Frances Herd, passed away on May 14th. May she rest in peace.



From the Floral Committee: Please sign up for flowers for a Sunday of your choice to
remember a special occasion on the Floral Chart outside the Church Office.  

Geraniums were ordered for     Memorial Day and they were in Memory of:

 Loved Ones, given by the Pfeffer Family
 Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Ferguson, given by Paul Ferguson
 Our Loved Ones, given by Ed & Lynda Fauler
 Richard D. Van Houte and Hugh H. Robinson, given by the Van Houte Family
 All those who have sacrificed their lives for others, given by Tim & Karen Fay
 Ssgt. Douglas H. Silvernail (1949-1970), Sgt. James Sebo (1896-1918) and Donald Honis 

USMC, given by Tina Buzak 
 Norman Bigsby, given by Rita Bigsby
 Our service men and women, given by the Putmans
 Richard and George Williams, given by Jeanette Williams
 Norman L. Stammer, Frank Hedges and Steven Conn, given by The Carges Family
 Loved Ones, given by Rick & Louise Pelotte

Floral Offering
If anyone would like to share some flowers from their garden during the summer,

we would appreciate their offering on Sunday mornings. Thank you! 

Community Events:

Liverpool First United Methodist Church (604 Oswego St.) will be holding their 21st Annual
Chicken BBQ on Saturday June 3, Noon to 6 p.m. Or until sold out. Cost is $11 for a ½ chicken

meal (includes chicken, potatoes, coleslaw, rolls, coffee/drink).  For more information call the church
office at 315-457-5180.

The Duck Race to End Racism will be held on Saturday, June 10, noon-4 p.m., at the
Syracuse Inner Harbor.The Duck Race to End Racism is a free family festival that brings

together people from all over the community. It features a huge line-up of children’s
entertainment, cooperative games, face painting, community information booths and duck races

galore. It is a celebration with people of many colors, many different backgrounds, and many
different walks of life coming together to demonstrate what the world would look like if racism did

not exist. Raffle tickets can be purchased for $5 each to participate in the general public
Community Duck Race featuring many prizes and gifts. For more information call 315-449-3552.  

Liverpool Community Chorus Concerts

The Liverpool Community Chorus will be performing "Curtain Up- a celebration of Broadway” for
your enjoyment on Saturday June 10th @ 7:30 pm and Sunday June 11th @ 3pm, both at
Liverpool High School. Cost is just $12 for adults, free for kids 18 and under. Hope you'll join us.

The Church Office will be CLOSED on Monday May 29  th   for Memorial Day.
On this day may we honor and remember our service men and women.

Please join us at the Liverpool Village Memorial Day Parade on Monday May 29th as the children
from Friends in Faith Christian Preschool will be marching! 
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