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Ephesians 2:20 says that we as the church are "built on the foundation of the [teaching of the] apostles
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone."  Jesus Christ's teaching and life that 
has been handed down to us are the stable, strong, enduring beliefs upon which we continue to build 
our faith today.  But sometimes we find a "clinker" — a misshapen brick — that doesn't fit well to the 
strong foundation on which we stand.  Beginning in January we will examine some common beliefs 
that we hear or say all the time but which are real "clinkers" for our faith:  everything happens for a 
reason, God won't give you more than you can handle, hate the sin and love the sinner, God just wants 
us to be happy, etc.  

There are elements of truth in these beliefs just like clinker bricks contain the the same substances in 
other bricks.  But they don't stand the foundation test and they don't help us build a solid faith that 
will last. We will see how to form a better brick and a more mature belief in Christ. 

Pastor Garrett 

Spiritual Formation Report – December 2016

   Advent the season of waiting began with our inter generational event “Hanging of the Greens”. The 
turnout was wonderful, for many hands make light work. The sanctuary was decorated while over 1100
cookies were frosted. The 1100 cookies were boxed and delivered to the Samaritan Center for their 
guests. Children and adults alike made ornaments for themselves and for a welcome tree for the 
apartment of a refugee family. Rob Santos, Mission Committee Chair sorted the donated items that 
will furnish for apartments for refugee families. Thus beginning a new relationship with the Center for 
New Americans and Interfaith Works. It was a wonderful afternoon filled with Christmas joy and time 
spent with our church family.

   The children prepared a play for Christmas Eve. They told the Christmas story through the eyes of 
today. It has been enjoyable to work with them as they prepared to offer this as part of worship.

   The senior high continue to serve once a month at the rescue mission. Our seniors are working 
through the curriculum sticky faith while our other high school students are studying and exploring 
their faith as part of the confirmation program.

   The nursery has become busier with so many young families attending worship. We have reached out
to them and will facilitate a time in January for them to gather together so that they can begin to get to 
know each other. Our hope is that they will form a small group that will socialize, support one another 
and perhaps embark on a Christian study.

   Leigh Anne and I continue to work with groups within the church as a way to offer cohesive 
programs to meet the needs of our community. We have begun our plans for Lent and will work with 
Garrett to put together a Lenten study.

   We are honored to have served another year and pray for all to have a God centered and inspired 
New Year.  Blessings, Tracie Folley



Mission News
    Thank you to all for your donations of non-perishable food and hygiene items for the Bag of 
Blessings mission for Isaiah’s Table.  A total of 43 backpacks full of items were assembled and 

distributed to those in need on Saturday December 24th.  Special thanks go to the Sr. High Faith class 
for sorting and to Tim and Karen Fay and Bill Newell for the assist to deliver the bags to Isaiah’s Table 
on a snowy Saturday morning on December 17.
 
   Thank you to all for your generous response for the Advent Conspiracy mission for InterFaith Works 
Center for New Americans.  Together with the financial donations we will be able to give IFW at least 
three of each requested kit to furnish apartments for settling refugees in Syracuse.  Kits will be 
distributed to IFW or directly to a refugee family apartment in January.
 

   Thank you to all who served at the Samaritan Center on Saturday December 31st.  This was our 
first Saturday meal service where we provided the labor and provided funding for the meal. 
 
   As a general reminder, we make quarterly contributions to these three missions and will continue to 
do so into 2017.  These core missions are:
1-Charles and Melissa Johnson, Mission Co-workers through Presbyterian Mission Agency
2-Vanderkamp Christian Retreat and Summer Camp
3-Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse Korean Partnership

   The mission committee will next meet on Sunday January 8th after worship, and perhaps a few
more times after that to discern next steps in mission partnership with IFW and other missions in 
2017.  All are welcome to join and contribute ideas and energy and dialogue to help discern where God 
is leading us in mission.
 
Peace,
Rob Santos

Christmas at Isaiah's Table 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
During January 18-25, 2017 the Liverpool Clergy Association is observing the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. The theme chosen for 2017 is Reconciliation – The Love of Christ Compels Us (2 
Corinthians 5:14-20). Throughout 2017, join Christians everywhere in praying “that they may all be 
one” joining our prayer with that of the Lord Jesus Christ. For more information go to: www.geii.org.
 On Sunday the 22nd we welcome Rev. Dr. Mark Lawson, pastor at Bayberry United Church of Christ, 
who will be leading worship at LFPC.  Rev. Anderson will be leading worship at BUCC. Throughout the
week of prayer, a daily devotional reading and prayer focusing on the theme of reconciliation will be 
emailed.  

CNY PhotographersMeets 6:30pm every third Monday of the Month at LFPC. This month's meeting 
is on 1/16. 

http://www.geii.org/


The Elsie O'Neil Circle meeting was held on Thursday Dec. 22nd. The ladies met in
Fellowship Hall for their Christmas Party and cookie exchange. Fun was had by all! Our next

meeting will be held on Thursday January 19th at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We meet on
the third Thursday for food and fellowship.

 
The Wednesday Night Study Group, Becoming Faithful Followers

small group (BFFs) meetings for January:
Our Jan 11 meeting has been rescheduled to Jan 18. 

Our Jan 25   meeting will continue as scheduled (2nd & 4th Wednesdays).
New study, or book, will begin at our Feb 8 meeting. Title/subject TBD at our Jan 25 meeting. Co-

leaders: Becky Krebs 457-3254, Linda Hook 622-1781 

LFPC Men’s Group Report
Liverpool First Presbyterian Church’s Mens Group met on Dec 3, 2016. After a time of fellowship with

coffee and doughnuts Bill Newell led a study. Bill’s leadership in his study led to some insightful discussions
with everybody involved. Members of the Men’s Group were involved in the installation of laminate

flooring in a home with Operation Northern Comfort (ONC). The Men’s group has been involved with ONC
projects for more then 3 years. Rick Pelotte from LFPC has been invited to become a member of ONC’s

Board of Directors in 2017. ONC recently made a significant donation to the North Area Meals On Wheels. 

This set of pottery communion service was purchased using 
memorial money.   We will use them for Lord's Supper when we 
partake by intinction and they will be out every Sunday on the 

communion table. Rebecca Wind, a PCUSA ruling elder at Isaiah's 
Table in Syracuse made them in her studio especially for our 

congregation.   At our January 1 worship service we will dedicate 
them along with the new Christ candle. 

Your group can be a STAR!  We are looking for short video 
clips (10-15 seconds) of small groups, mission activities, 

retreats, gatherings, worship, and faith classes to use in an 
introductory video on our website.  Videos should have a 

horizontal orientation.  Candids, close-ups, and action are 
preferable rather than "staged" scenes. They can be sent Rev. 

Anderson or Haley Everts. Thanks!

The Church Office will be Closed on 
Monday January 2nd for New 
Year's Day!  May you have a Happy 
& Blessed 2017!!!

Friends in Faith Preschool
   Our program begins again on Tuesday January 3rd. We currently have 1- 2 year old opening and 3 
openings in the 4 year old program. Starting January 9th, we will begin accepting preschool applications 
for the 2017-2018 school year. If you are interested or have questions please contact Chris Schauer at 457-
4090. 
   A Big Thank You to Richard and Sue Henderson! The Hendersons come from Geneva to update all the 
Friends in Faith Children's bulletin boards and make the preschool look festive! We appreciate all that they 
do!



Building & Grounds Committee (BGC) Report 

   The biggest story from Building & Grounds has to be the installation of the new bell tower roof on 
December 16. After the contractor found several issues with welding on the framework the initial date 
for installation of Nov 22 was postponed until the structure could be repaired. A welding crew from 
South Carolina arrived and had to grind out the old defective welds, re-weld and then re-coat with a 
rust inhibiting coating. All three steps were overseen by a Certified Welding Inspector. Additional 
welds were also necessary. The contractor required a new certification from the structural engineer 
before the tower could be put in place. The certification was issued on December 13 and the first break 
in the weather allowed the placing of the new bell tower structure on December 16. ANS (Advanced 
Network Services) the primary contractor has had a large presence on site recently installing all of the 
cabling and electronics required for the installation. The trim on the tower and the restored wrought 
iron railings on top of the towers are still to be installed. Concealment panels will be installed on the 
South and East sides of the installation on the roof of the preschool.. 

   Other activities include the installation of additional emergency lighting as required by a recent fire 
inspection. The inspector has also required the installation of Carbon Monoxide (CO) alarms 
throughout the building. A meeting with the inspector and Village Code Officer established suitable 
locations for 6 CO alarms to meet the new state standard. An alarm satisfying the requirements has 
been identified, was ordered and we are awaiting delivery from the manufacturer. 

   The kitchen dishwasher has been checked out by a service technician as a result of improper 
operation recently. Numerous issues make further repairs impractical. A replacement machine with 
some additional kitchen upgrades are being researched at this time. 
Renovations in the storage area adjacent to the youth area are underway. The plan is to close the pass 
through opening, move the cabinets upstairs to the former chapel area and utilize the area downstairs 
for the storage of tables and chairs as well as the freezer currently in the room. 
Any questions regarding LFPC Building & Grounds can be directed to Chairman Ray Campbell or 
committee members Rick Pelotte and Doug VanHoute.

Detailed Pictures Below

1 - Lowering structure on to Tower 2- Measuring for placement 3 - Final Location on Tower

4- Antenna Powerheads and wiring 5 - Detail Bottom of New Structure &    6- Preschool Rooftop Installation

 - Clock Level     Anchor points -looking up from clock level 



Angel Tree Program

   I want to thank all who participated in the 2016 Angel Tree Program. Originally there were 90 
tags placed on the tree in the fellowship hall. Seventy-one tags were taken from the tree and all but 
three tags with gifts were returned. We were able to match 19 items made by the Holy Stitchers to the 
tags that weren’t taken from the tree.

   A special thanks to Karen Judge and my wife Becky for their help with the inventory and packing 
needed prior to delivering the gifts to the Salvation Army. Thanks to the Holy Stitchers for their 
contribution of gifts.

   Thanks again for everyone’s support. You have helped make Christmas a more joyous occasion for 
many. -John Krebs

PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - PW (Presbyterian Women
Disaster Preparedness Training - April 4-5, 2017 at Vanderkamp Center

This training is for women only, by application only.   An application is available in the church office.
DPT is a train-the-trainer event designed to give women the tools needed to conduct Disaster Preparedness

workshops for churches, presbyteries and communities. Training expenses for this training will be reimbursed
by PDA. You must attend both sessions to be certified and commissioned as a PW-PDA DP

Trainer. Application deadline is March 24, 2017.
Bottle Drive
We are still collecting returnable cans and bottles                                                                                              
for the preschool. There is a bin downstairs outside                                                                                           
of Fellowship Hall to place your donations. Please                                                                                            
rinse the cans and bottles out first. Thanks!

January Birthdays
1 – Mary Gorman 2 – Becky Krebs
5 – Leah Cirillo 6 – Joe Gorman, Lisa Gaffney
9 – Zoie Carlisle 15 – Amber Thayer
18 – Jessica Gorman 19 – Bill Calnan
20 –John Krebs 24 –Simon VanHoute
29 – Haley Everts 31– Arlene Carlisle
(If anyone has been omitted from this list,
please call the church office)

 

"Going Green for God" Recycling Project! by
the LFPC Green Team is still going on!!!

We are still collecting markers from home, office, 
school that are ready to be discarded, then drop them in 

one of the bins which are located at the preschool 
lobby and by the side office entrance to the church. The 

markers will be sent to a facility to be converted into 
clean fuel, while keeping tons of plastic out of the trash 

each year. All brands of markers are accepted, 
including highlighters and dry erase markers. Don't 

throw out that used marker - ColorCycle it!

Recycle for a Cause-
Friends in Faith Christian Preschool

Please donate your empty printer cartridges
returnable bottles and cans at church.

There are bins outside of Fellowship Hall and in 
front of the Preschool (upstairs). Place your items 

in the bins and all monies go to assist our 
preschool. Thanks for your donation!

From the Floral Committee: Please sign up for flowers for a Sundayof your choice to remember a special occasion on the 
Floral Chart outside the Church Office. Flowers in December 2016 were given.

On Dec. 4th:   in honor of Erin Folley's 12th Birthday, in loving memory of Mark Paul Joslyn, given by the Putman family.
On Dec.11th:  Poinsettias were given by members & friends of LFPC in Honor and Memory of our Loved Ones.
On Dec. 18th: flowers were given to the Glory of God and in celebration of Bill and Debbie Copp's 24th wedding 

        anniversary.
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The February 2017 Newsletter Deadline is 
Monday January 23rd by 12 noon.  Please get 
all articles and pictures into the  church office by 

Monday January 23rd.  You may call Heather at  
457-3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.She is 
in the  office  Monday-Friday from 9:15 a.m. to 

1:15 p.m. 


