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Through the church’s season of Advent we are focused into the future on the celebration of the 
beautiful mystery of the Christ-child being born. But Dietrich Bonhoeffer reminds us the event of God 
taking on flesh means that we must still meet Christ in the ways he is present in the world today. 
Through our mission in Open Sanctuary and the Advent Conspiracy and through our inner vision 
granted by the Holy Spirit let us open the door to anyone who is knocking.

Jesus stands at the door knocking (Rev. 3:20). In total reality, he comes in the form of the 
beggar, of the dissolute human child in ragged clothes, asking for help. He confronts you in 
every person that you meet. As long as there are people, Christ will walk the earth as your 
neighbor, as the one through whom God calls you, speaks to you, makes demands on you. That 
is the great seriousness and great blessedness of the Advent message. Christ is standing at the 
door; he lives in the form of a human being among us. Do you want to close the door or open 
it?

It may strike us as strange to see Christ in such a near face, but he said it, and those 
who withdraw from the serious reality of the Advent message cannot talk of the coming of 
Christ in their heart, either…. 

Christ is knocking. It’s still not Christmas, but it’s also still not the great last Advent, the 
last coming of Christ. Through all the Advents of our life that we celebrate runs the longing for
the last Advent, when the word will be: “see, I am making all things new” (Rev. 21:5). 

The Advent season is a season of waiting, but our whole life is an Advent season, that is,
a season of waiting for the last Advent, for the time when there will be a new heaven and a new
earth.

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich (2011-03-21). God Is In the Manger (Kindle Locations 98-108). Westminster John Knox 
Press. Kindle Edition. 

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Sunday, December 4 from 3-00-6:00 p.m., is the annual "Hanging of the Greens".  This is 
our biggest church event where everyone comes to help decorate the sanctuary, frost 
and package cookies for the Samaritan Center, help build the apartment for our adopted 
refugee family, and make Christmas ornaments. We gather in the sanctuary for carols 
and a Christmas story. Then we eat pizza and have wonderful fellowship!  Come!  
Prepare our sanctuary, our community and our own hearts for the celebration of Christ's birthday!

WANTED: 1000 Cookies!
This year at Hanging of the Greens, we will be frosting and boxing cookies for the Samaritan Center.
 Our goal is to have 1000 cookies or more!  So we need bakers!  Can you bake at least four dozen cut 
out cookies?  If so, please contact Leigh Anne.  We need cookies by 2:00 on December 4.  
Cookies should not have any nuts.

Please Join Us forThe Christmas Eve Service
at 7:00p.m. on Saturday Dec. 24th.



Angel Tree Program
There is still time to participate in the “Angel Tree” Program this year. However, only 47 
out of the original 90 tags placed on the tree remain. The deadline for returning gifts this 
year is December 11.  Please remember to return your gifts unwrapped with the tags 
attached to the outside of the package. Thank you for your continued support for this 
church mission. Thanks!

What are you grateful for?
Most people have a mantra about their lives – a phrase that guides them and helps them to insert 
perspective into their world. “You are the sum of your experiences” is mine. The good, the bad. The 
joyous and the painful. For me, this phrase, coupled with my faith, has helped me to move through less
pleasant times, knowing that in the end, under God’s care, I will be OK. I believe I am who I am 
because of my experiences. Unkindness has made me work harder to be kind, regardless of the 
recipient. Feelings of exclusion and unfairness has made me focus more on being inclusive and fair. 
And having little during certain times in my life – little money, little clothing as a teenager when 
children can be rather cruel – has made me more compassionate to those who have little.

I’m grateful for all of the experiences that God has given me – the challenges and the blessings – as 
they have resulted in the “me” my children, husband, friends, and others know today. During this 2017
Stewardship Campaign, please prayerfully reflect on your experiences and what God has given you. I 
pray that gratitude for the challenges and blessing in your life guides your level of financial giving for 
our upcoming year.

Beth Larson
Elder for Stewardship

Samaritan Center Update

In the past year the Samaritan Center has served more than 119,000 meals. They have seen a 51% 
increase in meals for children under age 10 and a 20% increase in meals for seniors. In addition to 
providing meals the Samaritan Center has launched a new Employment Lab, to help guest build 
resumes, apply for jobs and prepare for interviews. There have been staffing changes, welcoming new 
cooks, Scott and Mark and saying good bye to volunteer coordinator, Gracie. Yet the need remains and 
the Samaritan Center staff and volunteers continue to meet it. Next year the Samaritan Center needs 
$247,000 (their most ambitious budget ever) to continue to meet the needs of people in our 
community. In addition Director Mary Beth Frey reports, “We have officially learned out beautiful new
home on State St. will not be affected in either remaining plan for I-81!”. Our next opportunity to serve

in on New Year’s Eve, Saturday Dec. 31  
st
   from 12:45 – 3 pm. We’ll be hosting a Sundae Bar to 

celebrate the New Year! Come join the team!

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIA FOR CHRISTMAS NOW!
This year the poinsettias are $10.00. They are available in red. Your poinsettia may be 
taken home after the service on Christmas Eve. Please include your payment with the 

tear off. You may place this in the offering plate. The last day to order is Dec. 4th.  
You can e-mail the church (lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com) or leave a message on the 
answering machine (457-3161).

Samaritan Center
Thank you for your ongoing generosity with the Samaritan Center laundry basket. We will continue to take the 

contributions during our monthly visits. Socks are still a huge need as are personal care items, including body lotion.



Building & Grounds Committee (BGC) Report 
November 2016

Maintenance Activities

No maintenance activities to report this month

Purchases

No purchases to report this month

Verizon Update

 The contractor has removed the slate roofing from the bell tower. Removal of the wood 
structure should happen week of November 14. They are still ..working on the new structure 
and should be installing the roofing on it this week as well, while the unit is still on the ground. 

 Volunteers sorted and stored the slate roofing that had been removed on Saturday, November 
12. 

 Our initial lease payment covering the previous months and the first regular monthly lease 
payment were received in October. 

A specific time schedule for construction is not available as weather is a factor.  

See pictures below

Active Projects

Church Key Management - Several interior master keys were recently stolen from Rick Pelotte’s car. 
The exterior door master key was not among the stolen keys, but this event has prompted the BGC to 
evaluate having all the doors re-keyed and replacement keys issued to members and contractors under 
a more robust key management policy. Rick Pelotte will work with a local locksmith to determine the 
cost of changing lock cores and issuing new keys.

 A quote has been received in the amount of $1,504 for the above activity. The BGC is discussing
the path forward and will present its plan at a future session meeting.

 Preschool Door – The Men’s Group continues to put the finishing touches on the new nursery 
room door. 

 Chapel/Storage Room – The Men’s Group removed wall paper and painted the Chapel/storage
Room on 11/5.

 Large Storage Room – The Men’s Group clean and organized the large storage room adjacent 
to the Fellowship Hall.

 Outdoor Shed Removal – The Men’s group removed the outdoor storage shed on 10/29 to 
make way for a new shed installation in the spring. (see photos below) 

Submitted by Ray Campbell

Church Tower Removal and New Verizon Structure                 Shed Removal



ARE YOU READY TO CONSPIRE THIS ADVENT SEASON?    
Advent season presents so much noise and so many distractions that compete for our attention.  So 
this advent season the mission committee again invites you to conspire against culture and respond to 
Jesus’ call to welcome the stranger.  We are partnering with InterFaith Works of Central New York 
Center for New Americans to provide items to furnish at least one apartment for a newly arriving 
refugee family in Syracuse.

In past years you have stepped up and generously given financial resources in the Advent Conspiracy 
mission.  This year is no different, but with the added dimension of collecting materials in grouped kits
as requested by InterFaith Works, and delivering kits to at least one new arriving refugee family.

Sign up to purchase individual kits or items within a kit in the sign-up sheet at the back of the church.  
A list of the kits and contents is on the church’s CONNECT web page.  For those who don’t like to shop 
we will of course collect offering $ designated for ‘Advent Conspiracy’ on advent Sundays starting 
November 27.  The donation $ will go to purchase items needed to round out full completed kits.

Daryl Files of InterFaith Works of Central New York Center for New Americans will 

speak to us about the work of the mission on Sunday December 4
th

.  Later that day bring 
items for the kits to the Hanging of the Greens event.  From there we will inventory all kits and 
determine what needs to be purchased to fill out material for at least one of each kit.

Look for more announcements in the coming weeks.  We will also work with InterFaith Works as they 
identify the family and the apartment where and when we can deliver kits direct.

OPEN SANCTUARY

The sanctuary will be open Wednesdays from 4-7 p.m. for private prayer and meditation.  If you would like
to help by being a host, please fill out the sign-up sheet on the mission board in the back of the sanctuary. 

Your group can be a STAR!  We are looking for short video clips (10-15 seconds) of small groups,
mission activities, retreats, gatherings, worship, and faith classes to use in an introductory video on our

website.  Videos should have a horizontal orientation.  Candids, close-ups, and action are preferable
rather than "staged" scenes. They can be sent Rev. Anderson or Haley Everts. Thanks! 

The Elsie O'Neill Circle
will meet for food and fellowship on Thurs. Dec.15th at 12:30 p.m. in the church library. 

  
The Wednesday Night Study Group, Becoming Faithful Followers small group (BFFs). We meet next on
December 14th for our Christmas Party. New study coming in January 2017.  Co-leaders: Becky Krebs 457-
3254, Linda Hook 622-1781 

FESTIVE MUSIC
The Liverpool Community Chorus will be performing their Christmas concert, at the 
Liverpool High School, "Holiday Joy"on Saturday December 3 at 7:30 PM & 
Sunday December 4 at 3:00 PM. We would love to see you there! 
Thank you, Betty, Roberta & Coleen

CNY Photographers
Meets 6:30pm every third Monday of the Month at LFPC. All are welcome.               

                        This month's meeting is on Monday December 19th.

 



PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - PW (Presbyterian Women
Disaster Preparedness Training - April 4-5, 2017 at Vanderkamp Center

This training is for women only, by application only.   An application is available in the church office.
DPT is a train-the-trainer event designed to give women the tools needed to conduct Disaster Preparedness

workshops for churches, presbyteries and communities. Training expenses for this training will be reimbursed
by PDA. You must attend both sessions to be certified and commissioned as a PW-PDA DP

Trainer. Application deadline is March 24, 2017.
Bottle Drive
We are still collecting returnable cans and bottles                                                                                              
for the preschool. There is a bin downstairs outside                                                                                           
of Fellowship Hall to place your donations. Please                                                                                            

rinse the cans and bottles out first. Thanks!

 

December Birthdays
  1–  Erin Folley, Ruthann Arras
  5 – Joan Halsted
  6 – John Pfeffer
10 – Emily Cirillo
12 – Colin McConnell

"Going Green for God" Recycling Project! by
the LFPC Green Team is still going on!!!

We are still collecting markers from home, office, 
school that are ready to be discarded, then drop them in 

one of the bins which are located at the preschool 
lobby and by the side office entrance to the church. The 

markers will be sent to a facility to be converted into 
clean fuel, while keeping tons of plastic out of the trash 

each year. All brands of markers are accepted, 
including highlighters and dry erase markers. Don't 

throw out that used marker - ColorCycle it!

17 – Matthew Calnan
18 – Mary Calnan, Garrett Anderson
20 – Mary Lou Matthews
26 – Bill Newell

Recycle for a Cause-
Friends in Faith Christian Preschool

Please donate your empty printer cartridges
returnable bottles and cans at church.

There are bins outside of Fellowship Hall and in 
front of the Preschool (upstairs). Place your items in 

the bins and all monies go to assist our preschool. 
Thanks for your donation!

RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE-Thank You!
Thank you to Everyone that supported our sale. To those that; donated 
items, sorted and priced items, worked during the sale,helped pack items 
and baked those yummy goodies. We could not have had such a 
successful sale without you. Leftover items were donated to other 
charitable organizations. Baked goods will be served during coffee hour.
Most of all with your generosity PW has written donations to the 
following: Friends in Faith Preschool, PW Nov. Thank Offering, Meals on 
Wheels, Heifer Int., Rescue Mission, Samaritan Center, Salvation Army, 
World Vision and the Giving Tree. Serving others and being the church 
in the world - We Thank You!

From the Floral Committee: Please sign up for flowers for a Sunday of your choice to remember a special occasion on the 
Floral Chart for 2016 outside the Church Office. Flowers in November 2016 were given:

-On October 30th in celebration of Linda & Jack Raitt’s wedding anniversary and in memory of their parents Homer & 
Mildred Begeal and Helen & John Raitt.
-On November 13th for Liza Thibault's Birthday.
-On November 20th from the Carlisle and Matt families and dedicated to the Glory of God.
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The January 2017 Newsletter Deadline is 
Tuesday December 27th. Please get all 

articles and pictures into the church office by 
then. You may call Heather at  457-3161 

or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com. She is in the  
office  Monday-Friday from 9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.

The Church Office will be Closed on Monday December 26th for Christmas. 
May you have a Blessed Holiday with your Family. 

Remember the Food Pantry
Just a gentle reminder that as you 
shop for the food pantry consider 
purchasing lots of fruits and 
vegetables. Foods with 7 grams of 
protein are considered “protein”.

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
-Canned Vegetables, -Canned Fruit 
in juice or water (not syrup), -100% 
juice, Protein rich foods 7 grams 
per serving: -Beans, -Canned 
meats, -Canned fish, -Peanut butter


