
Faith Christian Reformed Church 

Worship Service:  9:30 am       December 11, 2022 

(3rd Sunday of Advent - LOVE) 
 

 

Prelude  

God Gathers His People 

Welcome 

*God Greets Us 

*We Greet Each Other  

*Call to Worship 

*Opening Songs – Amid the Thronging Worshippers (LUYH #511) 

                                 Here I Am to Worship 

Advent Candle – LOVE 

Song of Response – Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (LUYH #56 v. 1-2) 
 

We Hear God’s Word 

Liturgical Dance 

Walk-Out Worship  (children age 3-K go downstairs) 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

Bible Reading – Mark 3:20-35;  Mark 10:13-16 

Message:  Home for the Holidays:  

                  Finding Our Home in the Kingdom of God 

Prayer 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 

*Song of Response – I Love Your Church, O Lord (LUYH #247) 
 

Announcements 

Prayer of the People 

Offering:   Calvin University  

                 (offerings may be placed in baskets at exits) 
 

Communion 

Song:  Let Us Break Bread Together (LUYH #837) 

 

God Sends Us with His Blessing 

*Blessing 

*Sending Song – I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (LUYH 730 v. 1, 3) 
 

                              
Message:  Pastor Chris Pedersen 

                                                                                        ccli #763023 

Sermon Notes 
Advent with Mark 

Home for the Holidays: Finding Our Home in the Kingdom of God 
 

Importance of “Home” 
+Home is both a major Christmas theme and central Biblical theme.  
 

*Two honest ways to measure the importance of home is asking 
yourself where you would prefer to die and how lost would you be in 
life if you were homeless? (Reflect on those). 
 

Displacement in the Old Testament  
Exodus—Displaced from slavery and a long journey to get to home. 
Moses doesn’t get to this home. Joseph’s bones are taken “home”  
 

Exile—700ish years later Jewish people forced from home by Babylon. 
Exilic notes linger with Israel into the Roman Empire and the time of 
Jesus coming. “Ransom captive Israel” Home is a major ingredient of 
hope!  
 

A Bigger Family (Mark 3:20-35) “Obedience is thicker than blood.” 
+Jesus’s family is following him but not necessarily as disciples.  
*How does your notion of family help or hinder the journey of your 
discipleship?  
 

Like Children (Mark 10:13-16) Bring these annoying little nobodies to 
me! 
+Twice children are mentioned in tandem with the Kingdom of God 
(Mark 9:36-37) 
*Who are the annoying nobodies you’d rather see go away than 
belong?  
 

A Wider Circle  
+Jesus is more gracious and welcoming that you are. Jesus shows 
sinners more grace than we do.  Is this true? What do those truths 
matter to you/us right now?    
 

+Our two sacraments speak God’s welcoming us to a family and home: 
Baptism=Welcome to God’s family.  Communion=Come sinner to God’s 
family meal.  
*How might these claims of home and belonging bless you and shape 
you? 



Welcome                                December 11, 2022              
We’re glad you’ve joined us today, either in person or via live stream.   

Worship services are mask optional.  You are invited to stay for coffee  

in the fellowship hall after church. 

 
 

This Week 
Today:  9:30 am Worship 

            10:45 am Congregational meeting 

            11:15 am Choir rehearsal - sanctuary 

Mon:     6:30 pm Prayer Group (via Zoom) 

              7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study Fellowship  

Tues:     7:00 pm Deacons 

Thurs:    9:00 am Breathe (via Zoom) 

             7:00 pm SCCS Christmas Concert 

Fri:         9:30 am SCCS Preschool program 

              6:30 pm STIR 

Sat: 6:30 am BSF leaders 

 
 

Our Church Family 
Mary Beth & Greg F are mourning another loss in Mary Beth’s family. 

They are in Georgia to attend the wedding of their niece. The bride’s 

father, Jim B, age 57, was walking the dog when a large tree limb 

broke, struck his head and caused a severe brain bleed and death. 

Please join in praying for Jim’s wife Joann, daughter and bride-to-be 

Casey, and the entire family as this joyful time has turned to incredible 

shock and sadness. 

 
 

Opportunities to Serve 
Today  Next week 

Walk-out Worship  

   Marilynn J, Norma D Kim P, Karen V 

Librarian 

   Dawn T Nancy T 

Open & close church – December 

   John D 

Offerings – Last week  Next week  

   General Fund: N/A   Rehoboth Christian School 

   Benevolence:  N/A 

 

Announcements 

Communion will be celebrated today. We will come forward down the 

center aisle to receive the elements, and return with the elements 

down the side aisles. We will then partake of the bread and juice at the 

designated time while seated.   

 

The congregational meeting will begin within a few minutes following 

the worship service.  Remain in the sanctuary unless you must leave or 

use the restroom.  Paper copies of the budget will be distributed. 

Coffee will be served after the meeting and council members will be 

available for further questions, suggestions and discussion.  

 

WOW children and Sam V's church school class will be cared for during 

the congregational meeting.  Parents will be informed where to pick up 

their children following the meeting.   

 

Lesson & Carols:  Please join us next Sunday at 6pm for our second 

annual Lessons and Carols service. We celebrate the promise and 

fulfillment of Christmas in Scripture and song. Punch and snacks will 

follow the service for a time of fellowship. 

 

Breathe: Ladies, join us via Zoom on Thurs., Dec. 15, from 9:00-10:30am 

as we come to understand what it means to live a baptized life aligned 

with God. Invite a friend and join us even if you have never attended 

before! For more information or for the Zoom link, contact Karen V. 

 

Roseland Giving Tree: If you took a tag off the tree in the Fellowship Hall, 

please place your unwrapped gift under the Christmas tree today. If 

you forgot to bring it, call Debbie V. Thank you for supporting those less 

privileged. 

 

Today’s offering:  Calvin University - a Christian academic community in 

Grand Rapids, MI supported by the Christian Reformed Church which 

equips students to think deeply, to act justly, and to live wholeheartedly as 

Christ’s agents of renewal in the world.  

 

 

 

 
    

 


