
Faith Christian Reformed Church 

Worship Service:  9:30 am            Dec. 20, 2020 

4th Sunday in Advent - Joy 
 

                (Join us on live stream at faithtinley.org) 

 

 

Prelude 

 

God Gathers His People 

Welcome 

*God Greets Us 

*We Greet Each Other (waving) 

*Call to Worship 

*Opening Song – Hark, the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes (PsH #335:1-3) 

 

Advent Candle - JOY 

Song of Response – Joy to the World (PsH #337 v. 1) 

 

We Hear God’s Word 

Children’s Message 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

Bible Reading – Matthew 1:18-25 

Message - Be Not Afraid:  The Fear of a Ruined Reputation 

Prayer 

 

We Respond to God’s Word 

*Song of Response – Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (CL #244) 

 

Announcements 

Prayer of the People 

Offering:   General Fund (offerings may be placed in baskets at exits) 

Solo – In the Bleak Midwinter  

 

God Sends Us with His Blessing 

*Blessing 

*Sending Song – God of Mercy, God of Grace (LUYH #934 v. 1, 3) 

 

Message: Pastor Chris Pedersen 

 

 

Message Notes 
Matthew 1:18-25 

“Fear of a Ruined Reputation”  
 
Marriage Situation  
+Betrothal phase which is much stronger sense of engagement 
culturally than we experience: bound with very formal words of consent. 
 
+The waiting period was usually about a year for the second stage of 
the process. This included moving out of her family’s home and into the 
home of her husband.  Joseph and Mary are between these two stages. 
 
+Joseph has a good reputation in our eyes. Likely a mixed reputation in 
his own life (it gets ruined).  
 
Moral Situation (Reputation) 
+“Joseph was a righteous man”   What is it about him that makes him 
righteous?   
 
+He will dismiss her quietly—Joseph does his duty but does so with a 
quality of mercy (Mary is going to be spared of shaming and stoning). 
This would likely preserve his reputation too.  
 
+Holiness means saying yes to God in the moments that he comes 
along and disrupts you with his newness.  Holiness is unsettling.    
   
Surpassing Righteousness  
+A fork in the road: “Take Mary as your wife and give to the son she is 
about to bear, the name Jesus.”  Joseph can now become a righteous 
man in a new path of obedience.     

 
+Matthew 5 Jesus declares he fulfills the law. Disciples need a 
righteousness surpassing the Pharisees=move beyond your own 
understanding of righteousness to receiving God’s righteousness.   

 
“Being righteous is never simply being pure and good in the abstract; 
genuine righteousness is always joining God to do God’s work in God’s 
world.”   
 
*Emmanuel—"God is with us” invites all of us to this righteousness of 
joining in the life of God right now. Are you responding to this good 
news?  



Our Church Family 
George D is slowly improving from COVID19 but Bev has symptoms. 

Pray for recovery for George & Bev and continued health for the 

caregivers, daughters Nancy B & her sister Becky.  

 

Joani V's dad, Burton, had extensive surgery for bladder cancer on 

Tuesday. Pray for healing in the days ahead.  

 

Carrie W's brother-in-law, Don O, 86, died last week from COVID19 and 

his wife Janet (Carrie's sister) is hospitalized with COVID. Pray for Janet’s 

recovery and the family as they grieve. 

 

Carole H’s mom, Sharon D, is struggling after COVID19, and is being 

cared for at John & Carole’s house. Pray for healing.  

 

Bernie S would like to thank everyone who prayed for and sent him get-

well wishes after his recent heart attack. 

 

Dale V will retire from his position as Faith's maintenance person at the 

end of this month.  We appreciate his 23 years of service and will thank 

him during this morning's worship service.  

  

Announcements 
Lessons & Carols:  Join us tonight at 6pm for a virtual Lessons and 

Carols service – live stream only. Join us as we celebrate the journey of 

Advent through familiar scripture passages and Christmas carols! 

 

Our Christmas Day service is at 9:30 am, livestreamed and in-person. 

 

Faith's 2021 budget was approved by the vote of the congregation.   

A number of comments and recommendations have been received 

which will be the subject of discussions in the coming year.  Council 

thanks you for your participation, suggestions and support. 

  

Faith General Fund: Receipts for Oct. & Nov. were down by more than 

20% over previous months. As of Nov. 30, our expenses and liabilities 

exceeded our receipts, which will put us in a bind at year-end.  If you 

are able, please consider helping us meet our financial obligations. 

Donations should be dropped off at church or postmarked by Dec. 31.   

 

Offerings – Last week:   General Fund:      Missions:   

                   Christmas Day:  World Renew 

      Next Sunday:  Calvin University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8383 W. 171st St. Tinley Park, IL  60477 

708-532-8300  | www.faithtinley.org  |  tpfaithcrc@sbcglobal.net 

Pastor Chris Pedersen |  faithtinleypastor@gmail.com 
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