
Worship – May 2, 2021 
 
Prelude 
 
God Gathers His People 
Welcome 
 
*God Greets Us 
*We Greet Each Other (waving) 
*Call to Worship 
 
*Opening Song – Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (PsH #253 v. 1, 3-4) 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of 
creation!  
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and 
salvation!  
Come, all who hear; brothers and sisters, draw 
near,  
join me in glad adoration!  
 
3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work 
and defend you;  

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend 
you.  
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do  
as with his love he befriends you.  
 
4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore 
him!  
All that has life and breath, come now with praises 
before him!  
Let the amen sound from his people again.  
Gladly forever adore him! 

 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt. 
Tune: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, strlsund, 1665; desc. Craig S. Lang © Novello and Co., LTD. 

 
Installation of Elders and Deacons 
Introduction 
The Vows 
Today we intend to ordain elders and deacons and to install them for terms of service in this congregation. 
Those appointed to the office of elder are [names]. Those appointed to the office of deacon are [names]. 
To express your acceptance of these offices, you are asked to stand, and here in the presence of God and his 
church, to answer the following questions: 
Do you believe that in the call of this congregation God himself is calling you to these holy offices? 
Do you believe that the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and life? 
Do you subscribe to the doctrinal standards of this church, rejecting all teaching which contradicts them? 
Do you promise to do the work of your offices faithfully, in a way worthy of your calling and in submission to 
the government and discipline of the church? 
[The officiating minister then asks each officebearer individually]: 

[Name], what is your answer? 

[Each officebearer responds]: I do, God helping me. 
The Ordination 
[The officiating minister shall then pray the following or an alternate prayer of his/her choosing (the laying on 
of hands at this point is optional)]:  
God, our heavenly Father, who has called you to these sacred offices, guide you by his Word, equip you with 
his Spirit, and so prosper your ministries that his church may increase and his name be praised. 
Amen. 



The Charge 
[To the elders] 
I charge you, elders, as shepherds of the flock, to “hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been 
taught, so that [you] can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it” (Titus 1:9). Be a 
friend and Christlike example to children. Give clear and cheerful guidance to young people. By word and 
example, bear up God’s people in their pain and weakness, and celebrate their joys with them. Hold in trust all 
sensitive matters confided to you. Encourage the aged to persevere in God’s promises. Be wise counselors 
who support and strengthen the pastor. Be compassionate, yet firm and consistent in rebuke and discipline. 
Know the Scriptures, which are “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 
3:16). Pray continually for the church. Remember at all times that if you would truly give spiritual leadership in 
the household of faith, you must be completely mastered by your Lord (1 Tim. 3:2-7). 
[To the deacons] 
I charge you deacons, to inspire faithful ministries of service to one another, to the larger community, and to 
the world. Remind us that the Lord requires us “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with [our] 
God” (Mic. 6:8). Teach us to be merciful and to seize new opportunities to worship God with offerings of 
wealth, time, and ability. Realize that benevolence is a quality of our life in Christ and not merely a matter of 
financial assistance. Therefore, minister to rich and poor alike, both within and outside the church. Weigh our 
opportunities for giving and service and use the church’s resources discerningly. Be compassionate to those in 
need and treat them with dignity and respect; hold in trust all sensitive matters confided to you. Encourage 
with words that create hope in hearts and with deeds that bring joy into lives. Be prophetic critics of the 
waste, injustice, and selfishness in our society, and be sensitive counselors to the victims of such evils. Let your 
lives be above reproach; live as examples of Christ Jesus; look to the interests of others. And in all your 
ministries help us participate in the renewing of all things even as we anticipate its completion when God’s 
kingdom comes. 
[To the congregation] 
I charge you, people of God, to receive these officebearers as Christ’s gift to the church. 
Recognize in them the Lord’s provision for healthy congregational life. Hold them in honor; take their counsel 
seriously; respond to them with obedience and respect; accept their help with thanks. Wholeheartedly 
participate in the ministries into which they lead you. Sustain them in prayer and encourage them with your 
support, especially when they feel the burden of their office. Acknowledge them as the Lord’s servants among 
you. 
Do you, congregation, pledge to receive them as you have been charged? 
[Answer by the congregation in unison]: We do, God helping us. 
 
Prayer 
Our merciful Father in heaven, we thank you that you have provided faithful and gifted people to serve as 
elders and deacons. As these new officebearers assume their responsibilities, fill them with your Spirit, endow 
them with your wisdom, and grant them strength. 
Make them faithful workers in your vineyard. Under their guidance may your church grow in every spiritual 
grace, in faith which is open and unashamed, and in the committed service that promotes your reign in the 
world. Help them to perform their duties with enthusiasm and humility. In their work, grant them a sense of 
sustained awe that is rooted in daily adoration of you, their Lord. Through them may your name be honored 
and your church be served. 
Help us, your people, to accept them gladly, encourage them always, and respect them for the sake of your 
precious Son, our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
Song of Response – Here I Am Lord (LUYH #869 v. 1, 3) 
 
 



Here I Am Lord 
1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
Words: Daniel L. Schutte © 1981 OCP (New Dawn Music), admin. OCP Publications 
Music: Daniel L. Schutte; arr. Michael Pope and John Weissrock © 1981 OCP (New Dawn Music), admin. OCP Publications 

 
We Hear God’s Word 
Children’s Message 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Bible Reading – Exodus 2:22-25 
22 Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom,[a] saying, “I have become a foreigner in a 
foreign land.” 
23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and 
their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. 24 God heard their groaning and he remembered his 
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 25 So God looked on the Israelites and was 
concerned about them. 
 
Message: The Cry that Begins it All 
Prayer 
 
We Respond to God’s Word 
*Song of Response – There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (LUYH #689 tune of #207) 
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
1 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there’s a kindness in God’s justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven; 
there is no place where earth’s failings 
have such kindly judgment given. 
 

2 For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of the mind; 
and the heart of the eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
Make our love, O God, more faithful, 
let us take you at your word, 
and our lives will be thanksgiving 
for the goodness of the Lord. 

 
Words: Frederick Faber, adapt. Gregg DeMey © 2008 Re:Create Music, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources 
Music: The Sacred Harp (1844); harm. James Wood, 1958 © 1958, ren. 1986 Broadman Press, admin. Music Services 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+2%3A22-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1577a


Announcements 
Prayer of the People 
Offering:  Benevolence 
 
Communion 
Words of Institution 
Hear the words of the institution of the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
“This is my body, which is for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.” [breaks bread] 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood; 
do this in remembrance of me.” [pours cup] 
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
—based on 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, NIV  

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
Invitation 
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty.”    —from John 6:35, NRSV 

 
Partaking of Elements 
There is a Redeemer (LUYH #833 v. 1-2) 
1 There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God’s own Son; 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One. 
Thank you O my Father, 
for giving us your Son, 
and leaving your Spirit till 
the work on earth is done. 

2 Jesus, my Redeemer, 
name above all names, 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
hope for sinners slain. 
Thank you O my Father, 
for giving us your Son, 
and leaving your Spirit till 
the work on earth is done. 

 

[as the bread is shared] 
Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



 
There is a Redeemer (LUYH #833 v. 3) 
3 When I stand in glory 
I will see his face; 
there I’ll serve my King forever, 
in that holy place. 
Thank you, O my Father, 
for giving us your Son, 
and leaving your Spirit till 
the work on earth is done. 
 
Words and Music: Melody Green © 1982 Birdwing Music (ASCAP)/BMG Songs (ASCAP)/Ears to Hear Music (ASCAP), admin. EMICMGPublishing.com 

 
[as the cup is shared] 
Pastor: The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayer of Response 
Generous God, 
you have given yourself to us and made us yours. 
You prepared a table before us, 
led us to it, and fed us abundantly. 
Thank you, great God, for your life-giving gifts. 
Thank you for uniting us with you and with each other, 
for giving us new life and new hope, 
and for preparing us to live as your people. 
May our lives joyfully display our hope in you. 
In the power of your Holy Spirit we pray. Amen. 
 
God Sends Us with His Blessing 
*Blessing 
*Sending Song – To God Be the Glory (PsH #632) 
To God Be the Glory 
To God be the glory, to God be the glory,  
to God be the glory for the things he has done:  
with his blood he has saved me;  
with his power he has raised me.  
To God be the glory for the things he has done. 
 
Text and Tune: Andraé Crouch, 1971, from “My Tribute.” © 1971, Lexicon Music, Inc. All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by 
permission. 

 
 
Accompanist: Carol 
Singers: Jennifer 
Sound: Jeff 
Video: Sara 
PowerPoint: Jane 


