
Worship – March 14, 2021 
 
Prelude 
 
God Gathers His People 
Welcome 
 
*God Greets Us 
*We Greet Each Other (waving) 
*Call to Worship 
 
*Opening Song – Praise the Lord, Sing Hallelujah (PsH #188, v. 1-2) 
Praise the Lord, Sing Hallelujah 
1 Praise the LORD, sing hallelujah,  
from the heavens praise his name;  
praise the LORD, our great Creator;  
all his angels, praise proclaim.  
All his hosts, together praise him,  
sun and moon and stars on high;  
praise the LORD, O heavens of heavens,  
and the floods above the sky.  
  
Praise the LORD, sing hallelujah,  
for his name alone is high,  
and his glory is exalted,  
and his glory is exalted,  
and his glory is exalted,  
far above the earth and sky.  
 

2 Let them praise the LORD their Maker:  
they were made at his command.  
God established them forever;  
his decree shall ever stand.  
Let the earth sing hallelujah:  
raging seas, you monsters all,  
fire and hail and snow and vapors,  
stormy winds that hear his call.    
 
Praise the LORD, sing hallelujah,  
for his name alone is high,  
and his glory is exalted,  
and his glory is exalted,  
and his glory is exalted,  
far above the earth and sky. 

Text: Psalm 148; vers. Bible Songs Hymnal, 1927, alt.    Tune: William J. Kirkpatrick 

 
Prayer for the Pandemic 
 
Song of Response – When Peace Like a River (PsH #489, v. 1-2, 4) 
When Peace Like a River 
1 When peace like a river attendeth my way,  
when sorrows like sea billows roll;  
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,  
"It is well, it is well with my soul."  
It is well with my soul;  
it is well, it is well with my soul.  
 
2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should 
come,  
let this blest assurance control:  
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,  
and has shed his own blood for my soul.  

It is well with my soul;  
it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
4 O Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be 
sight,  
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;  
the trump shall resound and the Lord shall 
descend;  
even so, it is well with my soul.  
It is well with my soul;  
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafforc, 1873   Tune: Philip P. Bilss, 1876 



We Hear God’s Word 
Children’s Message 
 
Prayer of Illumination – Lord Speak to Me (PsH #528, v. 1,3) 
Lord Speak to Me 
1 Lord, speak to me that I may speak  
in living echoes of your tone.  
As you have sought, so let me seek  
your erring children lost and lone.  
 

3 O teach me, Lord, that I may teach  
the precious truths which you impart.  
And wing my words that they may reach  
the hidden depths of many a heart.  

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1872, alt. 
Tune: Robert A. Schumann, 1839, from Nachtstücke, Op. 23, No. 4 

 
Bible Reading – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds gathered about him, so 
that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and 
the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were scorched. 
And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9 He who has ears,[a] let him hear.” 
 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown 
along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation 
or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.[a] 22 As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke 
the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 
 
Message: The Extravagant Sower 
Prayer 
 
We Respond to God’s Word 
*Song of Response – I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace (PsH #495, v. 1-3) 
I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace 
1 I know not why God's wondrous grace  
to me he has made known,  
nor why, unworthy, Christ in love  
redeemed me for his own.  
  
But "I know whom I have believed,  
and am persuaded that he is able  
to keep that which I've committed  
unto him against that day."  
 

2 I know not how this saving faith  
to me he did impart,  
nor how believing in his Word  
wrought peace within my heart.  
 
But "I know whom I have believed,  
and am persuaded that he is able  
to keep that which I've committed  
unto him against that day." 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A1-9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23548a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A18-23&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23560a


3 I know not how the Spirit moves,  
convincing us of sin,  
revealing Jesus through the Word,  
creating faith in him.  
 

But "I know whom I have believed,  
and am persuaded that he is able  
to keep that which I've committed  
unto him against that day." 

 
Text: Daniel W. Wittle, 1883; base on 2 Timothy 1:12 
Tune: James McGranahan, 1883 

 
Announcements 
Prayer of the People 
Offering:  Calvin Seminary 

 
God Sends Us with His Blessing 
*Blessing 
*Sending Song – To God Be the Glory (PsH #473, v. 1,3) 
To God Be the Glory 
1 To God be the glory, great things he has done;  
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son,  
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,  
and opened the lifegate that we may go in.  
  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear 
his voice!  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people 
rejoice!  
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory; great things he has done.  
 

3 Great things he has taught us, great things he has 
done,  
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;  
but purer and higher and greater will be  
our wonder, our gladness, when Jesus we see.  
 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear 
his voice!  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people 
rejoice!  
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory; great things he has done. 

 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1875, alt. 
Tune: William H. Doane, 1875 

 
 
Accompanist – Carol 
Singers – Morgan, Bethany 
Sound – Jeff 
Video – Gwen 
PowerPoint – Jane  


