
Worship – December 11, 2022 
 

Prelude  
 

God Gathers His People 
Welcome 
*God Greets Us 
*We Greet Each Other  
*Call to Worship 
*Opening Songs – Amid the Thronging Worshippers (LUYH #511) 
Amid the Thronging Worshippers 
1 Amid the thronging worshipers 
the Lord, our God, I bless; 
before his people gathered here 
his name will I confess. 
Come, praise him, all who fear the Lord, 
the children of his grace; 
with reverence sound his glories forth 
and bow before his face. 
 
2 The burden of the sorrowful 
the Lord will not despise; 
he has not turned from those who mourn, 
he listens to their cries. 

His goodness makes me join the throng 
where saints his praise proclaim, 
and there will I fulfill my vows 
with those who fear his name. 
 
3 He feeds with good the humble soul 
and satisfies the meek, 
and they shall live and praise the Lord 
who for his mercy seek. 
The ends of all the earth will hear, 
the nations seek the Lord; 
they worship him, the King of kings, 
in earth and heaven adored. 

 
Words: Psalter, 1912, P.D.         Music: Laura A, Tate, 1912, P.D. 

 
Here I Am to Worship 
Here I Am to Worship 
Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made 
This heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 
 
So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came 
To the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 

 
So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
 
So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

 



CCLI Song # 3266032      Tim Hughes 
© 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 
Advent Candle – Love (Dave and Wilma) 
On the first Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle of hope and were reminded to put our hope in God’s promises 
of a peaceful kingdom. [Light first candle.] On the second Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle of peace to 
represent God’s promise of peace on earth through Jesus Christ. [Light second candle.] On this third Sunday of 
Advent, we light the candle of love. Our God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). We light this candle to remember 
God’s love, which brings joy to the world and peace on earth. [Light third candle.] 
 
Song of Response – Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (LUYH #56 v. 1-2) 
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 

2 Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art: 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
Words: Charles Wesley (1744), P.D. 
Music: Christian F. Witt’s Psalmodia Sacra, 1715; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1861; 
desc. John W. Wilson © 1983 Hope Publishing Company 

 
We Hear God’s Word 
Liturgical Dance 
*Dismiss children for WOW* 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Bible Reading – Mark 3:20-35 
Jesus Accused by His Family and by Teachers of the Law 
20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to 
eat. 21 When his family[a] heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his 
mind.” 
22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the 
prince of demons he is driving out demons.” 
23 So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out 
Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against itself, 
that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has 
come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the 
strong man’s house. 28 Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter, 29 but 
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.” 
30 He said this because they were saying, “He has an impure spirit.” 
31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was 
sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” 
33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 
34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
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Mark 10:13-16 
The Little Children and Jesus 
13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked 
them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed 
his hands on them and blessed them. 
 
Message: Home for the Holidays: Finding Our Home in the Kingdom of God 
Prayer 
 
We Respond to God’s Word 
*Song of Response – I Love Your Church, O Lord (LUYH #247) 
I Love Your Church, O Lord 
1 I love your church, O Lord! 
Her saints before you stand, 
dear as the apple of your eye 
and graven on your hand. 
 
2 Beyond my highest joy 
I prize her heavenly ways, 

her sweet communion, solemn vows, 
her hymns of love and praise. 
 
3 I love your church, O God, 
the people you have called, 
the church our blest Redeemer saved 
with his own precious blood. 

 

Words: Timothy Dwight, 1800, alt., P.D.     Music: Aaron Williams, 1770, P.D. 
 

Announcements 
Prayer of the People 
Offering:  Calvin University 
 
Communion 
The Invitation 
We come to the table not just as individuals but as a community. By sharing the loaf and 
the cup, Christ makes us one with him and with each other. Come to the joyful feast of 
the Lord. 
 
The Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
People: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: 
Lord, our God, send your Holy Spirit upon us, 
that all who eat and drink at this table 
may be one body and one holy people, 
a living sacrifice to the glory of Jesus Christ, 
who in word and deed announced 
love’s new reign of justice, reconciliation, and peace 
and opened the way of everlasting life for all who believe. 
Therefore, with people of every nation, tribe and language, with the whole Church throughout the ages, we 
bring ourselves: all that we are, and all that we are not, joyfully giving thanks saying: 



People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Words of Institution 
Pastor: We give thanks to God the Father that our Savior, Jesus Christ, before he suffered, gave us this 
memorial of his sacrifice, until he comes again. At his last supper, the Lord Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it  
[here the Pastor breaks the bread]  
and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, he took the cup 
after supper  
[here the Pastor pours the wine] 
and said, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this in remembrance of me." For whenever we eat this 
bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes (1 Corinthians 11:2326).  Therefore in 
unity with Christians everywhere, let us proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
 
People: Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
 

The Prayer of Consecration 
Pastor: Lord, our God, send your Holy Spirit so that this bread and cup may be for us the body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. For just as many grains of wheat are gathered to make one loaf of bread and many 
grapes are gathered to make one cup of wine, we the many of God, are made one in the body of Christ, the 
church. May the breaking of the bread and the pouring of wine remind us of the costliness of Christ’s sacrifice 
and that in him we are no longer strangers and foreigners but adopted children of God. In this sacrament may 
we and all your saints be united with Christ and remain faithful in hope and love. Gather your whole church,  
O Lord, into the glory of your kingdom. 
 
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, 
All: "Our Father in heaven . . . Amen." 
 
The Communion 
Pastor: Come, for the table is ready. 
*Congregation instructed to come down the middle and back down the side aisles* 
 
Let Us Break Bread Together (LUYH #837) 
Let Us Break Bread Together 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
When I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the Lord of life 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
let us drink wine together on our knees. 
 

When I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the Lord of life 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
let us praise God together on our knees. 
 
When I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the Lord of life 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

Words: African American spiritual, P.D. 
Music: African American spiritual; harm. Dale Grotenhuis, 1984, © 1987 Faith Alive Christian Resources 

 



Before partaking of  the bread 
Pastor: The bread of life for all who hunger. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Before partaking  of the wine 
Pastor: The cup of compassion for a broken world. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Pastor: Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the sacrament of his body and blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart. 
Through Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 
God Sends Us with His Blessing 
*Blessing 
Let mutual love continue. 
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 
Remember those who are in prison, 
as though you were in prison with them. 
Be content with what you have. 
And remember that God has promised, 
“I will never leave you or forsake you.” 
from Hebrews 13:13,5 (NRSV) 
 
*Sending Song – I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (LUYH #730 v. 1, 3) 
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light; 
I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world; 
the star of my life is Jesus. 
 
In him there is no darkness at all; 
the night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God; 
shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ; 
I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 
we shall know the joy of Jesus. 
 
In him there is no darkness at all; 
the night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God; 
shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

Words and Music: Kathleen Thomerson © 1970, 1975 Celebration 

 
Accompanist – Carol                             Singers – Dawn, Dave P 
Sound – Jeff                                            Video – Sara                        PowerPoint – Jack  


