
Worship – October 31, 2021  
 

Prelude 
 

God Gathers His People 
Welcome 
*God Greets Us 
*We Greet Each Other (waving) 
*Call to Worship 
*Opening Songs – A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (LUYH #776 v. 1-2, 4) 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 
 
2 Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God’s own choosing. 
You ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same; 
and he must win the battle. 
 
4 That Word above all earthly powers— 
no thanks to them—abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still; 
his kingdom is forever! 

 
Words: based on Psalm 46, Martin Luther, 1529; tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1852, P.D. 
Music: Martin Luther, 1529, alt.; harm. Johann S. Bach, P.D. 

 
Reformation Song 
Reformation Song 
Your Word alone is solid ground 
The mighty rock on which we build 
In every line the truth is found 
And every page with glory filled 
 
Through faith alone we come to You 
We have no merit we can claim 
Sure that Your promises are true 
We place our hope in Jesus' name 
 
Gloria gloria glory to God alone 
Gloria gloria glory to God alone 
 
In Christ alone we're justified 
His righteousness is all our plea 

Your law's demands are satisfied 
His perfect work has set us free 
 
Gloria gloria glory to God alone 
Gloria gloria glory to God alone 
 
By grace alone we have been saved 
All that we are has come from You 
Hearts that were once by sin enslaved 
Now by Your pow'r have been made new 
Now by Your pow'r have been made new 
 
Gloria gloria glory to God alone 
Gloria gloria glory to God alone 
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Confession/Assurance – Jennifer leading 
 
Song of Response – His Mercy is More 
His Mercy is More 
What love could remember no wrongs we have 
done 
Omniscient all knowing He counts not their sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
Praise the Lord His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness new every morn 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
What patience would wait as we constantly roam 
What Father so tender is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest the vilest the poor 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 

 
Praise the Lord His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness new every morn 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
What riches of kindness He lavished on us 
His blood was the payment His life was the cost 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
Praise the Lord His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness new every morn 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 

(repeat) 
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We Hear God’s Word 
Children’s Message – Jennifer leading 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Bible Reading – Luke 1:5-25 
5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division 
of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, 
observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless because Elizabeth was 
not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 
8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he was chosen by 
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And 
when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 
11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When 
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him 
John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in 
the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he 
will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their 
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.” 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you 
and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, 
because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.” 
21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the 
temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, 
for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. 
23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant 
and for five months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has 
shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 
 
Message: Gracious Silence 
Prayer 
 
We Respond to God’s Word 
*Song of Response – Not What My Hands Have Done (LUYH #624) 
Not What My Hands Have Done 
1 Not what my hands have done 
can save my guilty soul; 
not what my toiling flesh has borne 
can make my spirit whole. 
Not what I feel or do 
can give me peace with God; 
not all my prayers and sighs and tears 
can bear my awful load. 
 
2 Your voice alone, O Lord, 
can speak to me of grace; 
your power alone, O Son of God, 
can all my sin erase. 

No other work but yours, 
no other blood will do; 
no strength but that which is divine 
can bear me safely through. 
 
3 I praise the Christ of God; 
I rest on love divine; 
and with unfaltering lip and heart 
I call this Savior mine. 
My Lord has saved my life 
and freely pardon gives; 
I love because he first loved me, 
I live because he lives. 

 

Words: Horatius Bonar, 1861, alt., P.D.     Music: George William Martin, 1862, P.D. 
 

Announcements 
Prayer of the People 
Offering:  Trinity Christian College 
 
God Sends Us with His Blessing 
*Blessing 
*Sending Song – I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace (LUYH #690 v. 1-3) 
I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace 
1 I know not why God’s wondrous grace 
to me he has made known, 
nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 
redeemed me for his own. 
 
But “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I’ve committed 
unto him against that day.” 
 

2 I know not how this saving faith 
to me he did impart, 
nor how believing in his Word 
wrought peace within my heart. 
 
But “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I’ve committed 
unto him against that day.” 
 



3 I know not how the Spirit moves, 
convincing us of sin, 
revealing Jesus through the Word, 
creating faith in him. 
 

But “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I’ve committed 
unto him against that day.” 

 
Words: based on 2 Timothy 1:12, Daniel W. Whittle, 1883; P.D. 
Music: James McGranahan, 1883, P.D. 

 
 
Accompanist – Carol 
Singers – Dawn, Morgan 
Sound – Dave P/Shanna 
Video – Gwen 
PowerPoint – Jane  


