
Worship – January 1, 2023 
 
Prelude – Rose of Bethlehem (Sandy) [9:30] 
Rose of Bethlehem 
There's a Rose in Bethlehem 
With a beauty quite divine 
Perfect in this world of sin 
On this silent holy night 
 
There's a Fragrance much like hope 
That It sends upon the wind 
Reaching out to ev'ry soul 
From a lowly manger's crib 
 
O Rose of Bethlehem 
How lovely pure and sweet 
Born to glorify the Father 
Born to wear the thorns for me 
 
There's a Rose in Bethlehem 
Colored red like Mercy's Blood 
'Tis the Flower of our faith 
'Tis the Blossom of God's Love 
 

Though Its Bloom is fresh with youth 
Surely what will be He knows 
For a tear of morning dew 
Is rolling down the rose 
 
O Rose of Bethlehem 
How lovely pure and sweet 
Born to glorify the Father 
Born to wear the thorns for me 
 
There's a Rose in Bethlehem 
With a beauty quite divine 
Perfect in this world of sin 
On this silent holy night  
 
O Rose of Bethlehem 
How lovely pure and sweet 
Born to glorify the Father 
Born to wear the thorns for me 

 
CCLI Song # 1517917 
Lowell Alexander 
© 1992,1994,1996 Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 
God Gathers His People 
Welcome 
*God Greets Us 
*We Greet Each Other  
*Call to Worship 
*Opening Songs – Lord Most High (LUYH #593) 
Lord Most High 
From the ends of the earth, (women echo) 
from the depths of the sea, (women echo) 
from the heights of the heavens (women echo) 
your name be praised. 
From the hearts of the weak, (women echo) 
from the shouts of the strong, (women echo) 
from the lips of all people (women echo) 
this song we raise, Lord. 
 

Throughout the endless ages 
you will be crowned with praises, 
Lord Most High. 
Exalted in every nation, 
sovereign of all creation, 
Lord Most High, 
be magnified, 
be magnified. 
(repeat) 

 
Words and Music: Don Harris and Gary Sadler; alt. © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), 
admin. EMICMGPublishing.com 
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As with Gladness Men of Old (PsH #358 v. 1, 3, 5) 
As with Gladness Men of Old 
1 As with gladness men of old  
did the guiding star behold,  
as with joy they hailed its light,  
leading onward, beaming bright;  
so, most gracious Lord, may we  
evermore your splendor see.  
 
3 As they offered gifts most rare  
at that cradle plain and bare,  
so may we with holy joy,  

pure and free from sin's alloy,  
all our costliest treasures bring,  
Christ, to you, our heavenly King.  
 
5 In that glorious city bright  
none shall need created light;  
you its light, its joy, its crown,  
you its sun which goes not down;  
there forever may we sing  
alleluias to our King! 

 
Text: William C. Dox, 1860, alt.    Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1838; adapt. William H. Monk, 1861; desc. Sydney H. Nicholson, 1944 
Descant © The Royal School of Church Music 

 
We Hear God’s Word 
Children’s Message 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Bible Reading – John 6:25-51 
25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 
26 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but 
because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 
28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 
29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” 
30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you 
do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.’[a]” 
32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is 
my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All 
those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38 For I have 
come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him 
who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my 
Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise 
them up at the last day.” 
41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he 
now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 
43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent 
me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught 
by God.’[b] Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the 
Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who 
believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A25-51&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26289a
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died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I am the 
living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world.” 
 

Message: I Am the Bread of Life 
Prayer 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
*Song of Response – Hungry (Falling On My Knees) 
Hungry (Falling On My Knees) 
Hungry I come to You for I know You satisfy 
I am empty but I know Your love does not run dry 
 
So I wait for You 
So I wait for You 
 
I'm falling on my knees 
Offering all of me 
Jesus You're all this heart is living for 
 
Broken I run to You for Your arms are open wide 
I am weary but I know Your touch restores my life 
 

So I wait for You 
So I wait for You 
 
I'm falling on my knees 
Offering all of me 
Jesus You're all this heart is living for 
 
So I wait for You 
So I wait for You 
 
I'm falling on my knees 
Offering all of me 
Jesus You're all this heart is living for 

 
CCLI Song # 2650364  Kathryn Scott       © 1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 
Announcements 
Prayer of the People 
Offering:  Southwest Chicago Christian School 
 
Communion – circle 
Declaration of God’s Invitation and Promises 
Hear the words of the institution of the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
In the same way he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. When- ever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord until he 
comes. With thanksgiving, let us offer God our grateful praise. 
—based on 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 
Memorial Acclamation 
With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth, made us in your image, and kept 
covenant with us—even when we fell into sin. We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, 
death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we join our voices with all the 
saints and angels and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name. 
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Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Invitation  
Congregation of Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared his table for all who love him and trust in him alone for 
their salvation. All who are truly sorry for their sins, who sincerely believe in the Lord Jesus as their Savior, and 
who desire to live in obedience to him as Lord are now invited to come with gladness to the table of the Lord. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, then, for all is ready. Christ was raised to life, death is swallowed 
up, victory is won. Alleluia! Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
Congregation invited to form circle around sanctuary. Elders will distribute elements. 
 
Break Now the Bread of Life (PsH #282) 
Break Now the Bread of Life 
1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me,  
as once you broke the loaves beside the sea.  
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit waits for you, O living Word.  
 
2 Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me,  
as when you blessed the bread by Galilee.  
Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall;  
and I shall find my peace, my All in all!  
 

3 You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me,  
your holy word the truth that rescues me.  
Give me to eat and live with you above;  
teach me to love your truth, for you are love.  
 
4 O send your Spirit now, dear Lord, to me,  
that he may touch my eyes and make me see.  
Show me the truth made plain within your Word,  
for in your book revealed I see you, Lord. 

 
Text: st. 1-2, Mary A. Lathbury, 1877, alt.; st. 3-4, Alexander Groves 
Tune: William F. Sherwin, 1877 

 

[as the bread is shared] The body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Thanks be to God. 
 
[as the cup is shared] The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Thanks be to God. 
 



Prayer of Response  
Leader: Covenant God, we bless and thank you for the gift of the meal that Jesus came to redeem.  
 
People: We long to feast with Jesus in the fullness of the coming kingdom. May our worship today deepen 
our anticipation of that glory.  
 
Thanksgiving for the Work of Christ 
With the whole creation we join the song: worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” He has made us a kingdom of priests to serve 
our God, and we will reign on earth. God will be all in all, righteousness and peace will flourish, everything 
will be made new, and every eye will see at last that our world belongs to God. Hallelujah! Come, Lord 
Jesus! 
 
God Sends Us with His Blessing 
*Blessing 
*Sending Song – Go, Tell It on the Mountain (PsH #356 v. 1, 3) 
 
Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
Go, tell it on the mountain,  
over the hills and everywhere;  
go, tell it on the mountain  
that Jesus Christ is born.  
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching  
o'er silent flocks by night,  
behold, throughout the heavens  
there shone a holy light.  
 
Go, tell it on the mountain,  
over the hills and everywhere;  

go, tell it on the mountain  
that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
3 Down in a lowly stable  
the humble Christ was born,  
and God sent us salvation  
that bless-ed Christmas morn.  
 
Go, tell it on the mountain,  
over the hills and everywhere;  
go, tell it on the mountain  
that Jesus Christ is born. 

 
Text: Afro-American spiritual, 19th cent. 
Tune: Afro-American spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Hale Smith, 1977, alt. 
Arrangement © 1978, The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission. 

 
Accompanist – Anna 
Singers – Derk, Sandy 
Sound – Anthony 
Video – Shanna 
PowerPoint – Gwen  


