
 

Dear Friends and Family 

Thank you for your prayers, support, and concern. Below are some updates from us. 

 

High School Start & Retreat 
This school year we have 37 students at the High School and 136 in K-12. This is one of the largest 
numbers GDQ has ever seen. Andy organized the annual high school kick-off retreat, 
which happened in the small mountain town of Erseka. The 130 mile trip takes 5-6 hours. The windy 
mountain roads made a number of students car sick. Tirana is very different from the town of Erseke 
where the poverty of rural Albania can be seen plainly. Dressing nicely is a high value in Albania so it 
is not unusual to see a woman leave her simple one-room home, dressed to the tee or an elderly 
man walking his donkey in pressed dress pants, looking not too differently from a banker walking 
down Chicago's Michigan Avenue.  
The retreat happen in a center that runs a year long Bible school and hosts Christian camps. It is a 
great location for a retreat, with no wireless internet, a beautiful scenery and activities for the 
teenagers to do. Our guest speaker was Ken Rudolph who flew in from the US. He's a great youth 
speaker and connected well with the high schoolers. Overall a great start to the school year.  

 

Andy's continues to teach Bible at the high school and serve as the Deputy Head of High School 
(Assistant Principal). There is always a lot of logistical work getting the school ready for a new 
year. One new class is an Old Testament Wisdom Literature class for the 10th grade. He continues to 
enjoy the challenges of being in the classroom! 

 
 Erseke, Albania 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer 
During the summer break we spent four weeks in Germany where Andy took intense summer 
classes at Black Forest Academy for his masters degree in education. The classes were extremely 
practical for his work at GDQ. They included teaching methods, curriculum development, and special 
education.     
Andy was gone Monday through Friday while Tine and the kids spent these weeks in her home 
town. Andy was able to see them on the weekends.  
We came back home to Tirana just in time for a 2-3 week heat wave with temps over 100 
degrees.Thankfully we had purchased two used AC units for our home right before we had left from 
some friends who were leaving Albania. There is only that much a standing fan can do with that 
heat! 
After a busy last school year, we were able to get some rest over the summer, which was good for all 
of us. We also found time to get both kids adjusted to a new Albanian preschool, pass our annual 
vehicle emissions test (which can be quite the project), and take care of numerous other errands 
that we simply don’t have time or energy for while school is in session.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Left: The gondola ride up mount Dajti in Tirana with Tine’s Sister’s family.  

Right: First day of Albanian preschool. 

Islamic Center 
The White building pictured left is the newest neighbor to GDQ high school (pictures right). It is 
an Islamic Education center which opened last Monday. The influence of Islam has been hugely 

increased in the past two years with many mosques being built and an obvious increase in 
woman wearing burkas around the city. The need for Christian witness, evangelism, and 

discipleship in Albania is so important! 



Family Corner 
Baby Van is due at the end of November. We plan on travelling to Germany four weeks before the 
due date, pregnant women aren't allowed after that point. Please pray for this upcoming trip. We 
are so very grateful for our family who is not only making all this possible but doing so in the 
smoothest way. Going on a 8-week trip with two little kids (and a very pregnant woman) in tow can 
be stressful.  
 
For various reasons we are traveling a lot this year. There were medical issues, further studies, now 
a baby. While each trip has been a blessing to us and enables us to work in Albania, packing up and 
leaving  home can be a bit draining. Routine is not a big part of our lifestyle. We kind of have a love-
hate relationship with this fact. It adds a lot of spark to our days, which is what we like; however, at 
times we all crave the comfort that a small dose (emphasis on "small"!) of dull routine could give. 
Again, we are very grateful for our family, who is helping us in many ways bringing as much stability 
as possible to our crazy undertakings.   

Thank you....  
for your love and support.   
 

Tine, Andy, Jonas, and Isabella 

donations payable to: 
TeachBeyond 
PO Box 610 
Downers Grove, IL 60515-0610 
www.teachbeyond.org 
Account #40227 
 
tel. 630-324-8177 
info@teachbeyond.org 

 
serving God, young people, 
and the missionary community 
in Tirana, Albania at 
GDQ International 
Christian School 
www.gdqschool.org 

https://give.teachbeyond.org/support/vander-laans/ 
tvanderlaan@teachbeyond.org 
avanderlaan@teachbeyond.org 
 
Our mailing address is: 
KP 119, AEP 
Andy and Tine Vander Laan Box #89 
Tirana, Albania 
Zip 1054 

Prayer Points 
• For the light of the gospel to spread and take root in Albania. 

• For GDQ school to be a safe place of growth and maturity for the many young people whom 
God has entrusted us with. 

• Baby Van is due in November. As we travel to Germany for the delivery, please pray for 
health and a successful birth. 


