
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you so much to all of you who have prayed, given, and supported us in so many 

different ways. We are extremely grateful for all of your love.  

Health 

The past few months have been an absolute whirlwind for us. The emergency flights, new schools, 
hospital visits, surgery, and recovery have all been trying. We are tired. However we are also hopeful. God 
has provided in so many ways, upholding us and drawing us closer to himself and others. This past 
Monday we had our 3 month MRI check-up to see how Tine's brain and remaining tumor are doing. The 
surgeon is optimistic. The tumor is quiet (not noticeably growing) and we can live normally.  This is very 
good news for us and exactly what we wanted to hear from the appointment. The surgeon was very 
surprised how well Tine was walking. It was clear to him that Tine has improved massively since the 
surgery. The surgeon is also cautious because the remaining tumor is a glioma, which means it will most 
likely grow again and eventually need further treatment. This however, is a worry for another day!   
 

Future Plans 
We have decided that we will be able return to Albania this spring to continue serving at GDQ school. 
We're very excited to be going back to our home. This will however, be our last year in Albania. We have 
decided to move to Germany in the summer of 2022.  
 
There are a host of reasons why we think this is the right move for us. Most of all, living the expat 
missionary lifestyle has its challenges and we don't feel it is sustainable long-term for us as a family. The 
tumor has also confirmed this is the right time. Tine may someday need specialized medical care and we 
can't do another emergency medical evacuation. In 
2022 we will have been in Albania for almost 10 
years. We came without kids and now we are a 
family of 5. God's blessings have been overwhelming 
and we are so grateful for the time he has given to 
us in Albania. That small country will always hold a 
very special place in our hearts. We love serving God 
through the GDQ community and we love all of what 
GDQ stands for. We can't say how much we will miss 
serving there.   

 
 
 

 

 

Serving God, young people, and the missionary community at 

GDQ International Christian School in Tirana, Albania 



Prayer requests for the prayer warriors: 

• Praise God for all of Tine's recovery. She is even driving again! :-) And for her continued 
healing. 

• Wisdom as we make decisions about the next months and years 
• For our transition to life back in Albania this spring 
• For God to work clearly through our lives to build his kingdom 

Thank you....  
for your love and support.  
 

Tine, Andy, Jonas, Isabella, and Sofia Vander Laan 
  

 

 donations payable to: 
TeachBeyond 
PO Box 610 
Downers Grove, IL 60515-0610 
www.teachbeyond.org 
Account #40227 
https://give.teachbeyond.org/support/vander-laans/ 
tel. 630-324-8177 
info@teachbeyond.org 
GDQ International Christian School 
www.gdqschool.org 

Our mailing address is: 
KP 119, AEP 
Andy and Tine Vander Laan Box #89 
Tirana, Albania 
Zip 1054 
Our email addresses are: 
tvanderlaan@teachbeyond.org 
avanderlaan@teachbeyond.org 


