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Praise 

 For our children 

 For staff 

 For successful  music 

band training. 

 For music instruments 

 For you and your 

support of our 

ministry 

 For our partner 

churches in Eastern 

and Southern Africa 

 For our partner 

schools 

 For hundreds of 

church leaders and 

educators trained 

 For new ministry  

"Music as mission".  

Prayer 

 We have 70 band 

instruments. We need 

a band teacher 

What are you thanking God for - Give Thanks Prayer Letter, October, 2018, Volume 38 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

I always thank my God for you 

because of his grace given you in 

Christ Jesus ( I: cor 1:4). 

So much to be thankful for: our 

children; you and your support of 

our ministry; our partner churches 

in Eastern and Southern Africa;  

our partner schools; hundreds of 

church leaders and educators 

trained, and for new ministry  

"Music as mission". 

Thank you so much for being part 

of our Resonate ministry team in prayer and financial support. Your partnership has 

enabled us to do the ministry that has happened as a result of your direct or indirect 

support. Reviewing the financial gifts that have come in so far, it looks like an additional 

$10,000 a month is needed to reach the fund raising goal for this year. Would you 

prayerful consider whether God is calling you to help us in reaching this goal?   

Welcome to Music as mission - thinking out of the box! 

As a little boy growing up in Nthunguni Village (RockVille) I always had a desire to play 

music instruments but it never happened.  But God had other plans as that desire was 

recently fulfilled in the last five weeks albeit through other children. We warmly received 

Mary and Faith on Sept ember 21, 2018. We had no idea what to expect once we arrived 

at the airport. However, they had six 50 pound boxes of band instruments and three large 

50 pound suitcases containing personal 

effects and more instruments with 

them. Mary and faith were quietly 

struggling with the question on how 

they would clear all these instruments 

through customs. However, they were 

happy to see us. They knew their 

challenge would be dealt with. We 

cleared the instruments, ready for the 

music mission ahead.  The following day 

we journeyed to Machakos county, 63 

Kilometers, east of Nairobi. The daily 

trip from Machakos snaking up through 

the lush green hills, around hairpin curves, past coffee farms, through the eucalyptus 

forest to the schools in Kathiani was refreshing.  The rugged road up to Nthunguni village 

and scrambling up the rocky path to the recorder classroom was an adventure for Mary 

and Faith, never to be forgotten! 

Mary and Faith in a training session with pupils 

Pupils in playing instruments in a training session 
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For the next five weeks Mrs. Mary Hoekstra who spent  almost 40 years 

as a band Director in the USA assisted by Faith Boessman  taught  band 

Music to almost to seventy children.  

They worked with each student on their instrument encouraging them 

to learn the proper mouth and hand positions to produce some good 

sounds. They had to learn to read the notes too. Often the kids would 

be looking either at the director or their neighbor for clues on what 

they were supposed to be doing.  Realizing they weren’t following the 

notes, Mary would say, “Why are you looking at me? Am I full of notes? 

Do you see notes on my shirt?" Then she would say, “Look in your 

book!”. Gradually, most of the kids did learn to read the notes out of the 

book. That was a big achievement!  

Caring for all God’s Children through Music as Mission 

Mary pointed out that our talents come from God and music is a universal language.  It was easy, thus, to see the 

children’s excitement learning something entirely new to them and their  community.  When, I asked Mary, why she 

thinks it's important to train children in music, she responded, " I would say that all children should learn to play 

instruments because it is a way to their hearts and souls. Music is the universal language."  Faith sees music as mission 

and states that, " I think it has potential for further development and recognition that music is an integral part of our 

praise to God and appreciation of His world."   

In the last week of this training, Mary and Faith concentrated solely on practice for the final concert for parents, staff 

and community. The children were so excited to be performing for an audience. Through the volunteer service 

program of Resonate Global Mission,  they have put  almost 100 (hundred) hours teaching different families of 

instruments that make up a Band. 

One of the prime program of Resonate Global Mission is Educational Care (Caring for all God’s children). The program 

trains educators to integrate faith and learning by providing a holistic education that promotes students’ gifts besides 

academics. Further, through Educational Care, Resonate provides practical support for  implementation of  the Kenya 

vision and mission of the Basic Education Curriculum Framework (BECF). This curriculum framework is geared 

towards developing engaged, empowered and ethical citizens by nurturing the potential of every learner. The inter-

school band in Kathiani sub-county is a testimony of what our children are capable of doing when they are trained in 

talent development. 

A big  "Thank you" to Mary and her sister Faith for listening to the call of God to be his hands, feet and voice.  Thank 

you partners and friends for supporting our ministry with financial gifts and prayers. Your support enables us to take 

care of God's children through music as mission. With grateful heart, we thank you. 

A Partner from right, Mary, Dr. Munyiva, Faith and      
Dr. wa Kitavi 


