
A Family for All Seasons 

By Peg McCormick – member since 1995 

 

In 1994 our family 

of six walked 

through the doors 

of Bethel Chris!an 

Fellowship for  

the first !me.  I 

remember that  

we were warmly 

greeted.  Our kids 

went to their  

Sunday school 

classes and we 

were invited to         

sit in for a newly 

formed 12-step group that met in the “upper 

room”.  A circle of new faces welcomed us: Sue 

and Warren Hegstrom, Bruce and Liz Beyer, and 

Pete and Nancy Stone became our first friends. 

 

We had been a5ending a church in south  

Minneapolis, but in our last years there the church 

became unhealthy and toxic.  The pastor had le7 

and the new pastor, understanding our need to 

start fresh somewhere else, made a phone call to 

Pastor Jim and directed us to BCF.  For the first 

year at BCF we rested and healed. We weren’t 

asked to do anything or volunteer. Our children 

were loved and cared for.  When we were ready, 

our first area of ministry was in hospitality, and I 

joined the worship team.  Later, we helped in  

children’s church and day camp.  Our kids joined 

the youth group and we eventually entered areas 

of leadership that aligned with our strengths and 

availability. 

 

I’ve always believed that we don’t really choose 

our church family – that God plants us in the  

community where He sees that we will do our best 

growing and maturing. Some!mes we have to do 

some looking un!l we find that family (it doesn’t 

always happen with a single visit), but when we 

do, we are there not only for ourselves but for 

what we bring to the family table.  And, along with 

a place at the table, each family member has 

chores – so we contribute and help and serve  

so that the table can get bigger for new family 

members who con!nue to arrive.  We work, and 

serve, and break bread together while everyone is 

growing through their individual stages of spiritual 

forma!on.  Family life is messy but we all come to 

the same altar each Sunday to worship and give 

honor to the Father of us all. 

 

Our family has been to the altar at BCF for some 

very significant events. It was there our youngest 

daughter and three of our grandchildren were 

dedicated, our teens were prayed over and sent 

on missions trips, and our daughter Sierra was 

married at that same altar to a Hegstrom (we are 

grateful for that 12-step group where our families 

first became friends)!  

 

In 2010, the BCF family gathered at the altar for 

the funeral of my first husband, Gil Gaitan.  We 

were married nearly 30 years when he suffered a 

cardiac arrest and le7 us to be 

with Jesus three days later. 
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Editor’s Note:  

The Blessing of our Annual Themes 

By Liz Kimmel 

 

Pastor Jim Olson came to Bethel Chris!an Fellowship as our lead             

pastor in 1990.  Beginning in 1991 he ins!tuted Annual Theme               

Sunday, at which !me we hear the prophe!c word over our House 

for the coming year.  This is a prac!ce that Pastor Steve Rasmussen 

has con!nued. 

 

The Kimmel family came to BCF in 1994, A Year to Build Bridges. And 

it has been a delight over the years to serve as a bridge builder to our 

All Na!ons Family of Churches congrega!ons, to the community, and 

to the na!ons.   

 

I remember mee!ng the Matongo family 25 years ago at the                   

Welcome Lunch we a5ended, hosted by the Olsons in their home. 

Albert and Rosemary have since gone on to their heavenly home, but 

their three daughters, Nsoozi, Mubanga, and Chitambo, are living 

back home in Zambia now. I was certain that I would never be able to 

pronounce their names, let alone remember them.  

 

But I am happy to say that my Scandinavian/European brain was able 

to adapt and learn. And now I am delighted to call so many of you 

friends who hail from countries around the world. The 90s was a 

huge decade in Bethel’s history, and our doors have opened wide to 

truly become a House of Prayer for All Na!ons. 

 

Others of you who began a5ending during this !me period or in the 

years to follow, may iden!fy with the theme that was in place when 

you first found Bethel. 

 

1991 The Year of Epiphany 

1992 The Year of Kingdom Expansion 

1993 A Year to Grow  
1994 A Year to Build Bridges 

1995 A Year to Proclaim Liberty 

1996 A Year of Transformation 

1997 A Year to Seek the Peace of the City 

1998 A Year of Simple Devotion 

1999    A Year of Networking 
 
Enjoy reading the memories from those wonderful years! 

Inside This Issue: 

A Family for All Seasons   

 Peg McCormick P 1 

Editor’s Note/Annual Themes 

 Liz Kimmel P2 

Bethel: The Early Years 

 Jim/Anne5e Olson P 3 

Finding Home and Family 

 Carole Pankow P 4 

A Legacy to Remember & Con!nue 

 Sam Holmgren P 5 

Spelling it Out 

 Liz Kimmel P 5 

BCF TEAM Work 

 Steve Rasmussen P 6-7 

FUN PAGE for FUN KIDS Insert 

The Bethel Timeline P 8-9  

New Chris!ans at BCF in the 90s 

 Andrew Gross P 10 

Making a New Church Home 

 Vicky Ellis-Myron P 11 

Hai!an CF Celebrates 25 Years

 Allan Bu5on P 12 

Fond Memories of our Early Years 

 Lynn Benson P 13 

1466 Portland Ave. Building 

 Liz Kimmel P 14-15 

A Call to Rest in God’s Presence 

 Ken Holmgren P 16 

Contact Us: 

Liz Kimmel       

     lkimmel@betheltwinci!es.org 

Lynda Larson        

     lynda2011@comcast.net 

Benjamin Mason   

     btruant@hotmail.com 

Rebekah Hanson   

     rebekahhanson6218@gmail.com 

Ken Holmgren        

     kholmgren@dnet.net 

Bethel Chris�an Fellowship  

651-645-1534 

1466 Portland Ave.  St. Paul, MN 55104 



Page 3 

Bethel: The Early 90s  

By Pastor Jim & Anne5e Olson (Members since 1984) 

 

We first came to 

Bethel (then  

Bethel Temple)  

in the summer of 

1983 right a7er 

our marriage and 

honeymoon.   

We moved to  

Minnesota from 

Chicago as Jim  

pursued an MDiv 

at Bethel Seminary 

and Anne5e went 

to work for 3M.  

A7er 5 1/2 years of ministry at Westside Church in 

Ke5le River, MN we returned to Bethel in the 

spring of 1990, when Jim was called to be the  

Senior Pastor. We had two daughters at the !me, 

Emily who was 5, and Eleanor who was 3. (Clare 

joined our family in 1995 and Noah in 2000.) 
 

One significant aspect of our call to Bethel was an 

invita!on to help the congrega!on rediscover its 

sense of iden!ty and des!ny, "Who are we?",  

and "What are we called to do?" A7er 4 years of 

prayer, dialogue, and discernment, we received  

a clear sense of calling to become "A House of 

Prayer for All Na!ons." Our ini!al steps into this 

call included more prayer, preparing ourselves 

through being educated about what this call might 

mean, and then beginning to plan prac!cal ways 

of living into that call, like our ini!a!ve to sponsor 

a refugee family from Hai! through World Relief 

followed by welcoming addi!onal families from 

Rwanda and Nigeria.  
 

Those early years at Bethel (newly renamed Bethel 

Chris!an Fellowship) were also marked by a  

number of other ini!a!ves. In response to the 

growing clarity around our vision we began to  

adjust our programs to be5er support that call. 

We shi7ed from a classical Sunday school model 

to what at the !me we called Kingdom Kids, which 

Anne5e co-lead for many years. We also launched 

small groups in place of Wednesday evening Bible 

study. Eventually we also replaced our Sunday 

evening service with our Leading Edge Discipleship 

Training School, done in coopera!on with several 

other local congrega!ons. Around that !me we 

also began the process of renova!ng the building 

one step at a !me star!ng with our roofs and  

mechanicals and then tackling the inside of the 

building from the Fellowship Hall to the Chris!an 

Educa!on wing.  
 

From the very beginning of our ministry at Bethel 

the annual theme message became a significant 

rallying point to bring a specific focus each year for 

the whole congrega!on. These themes enabled us 

to emphasize par!cular aspects of our iden!ty and 

des!ny as we con!nued to grow into our calling as 

A House of Prayer for All Na!ons. To this day, we 

can look back with gra!tude for how God worked 

in those early years of our !me at Bethel, and we 

look forward with joy to the fruit of those early 

years expanding in what He is con!nuing to do 

among us now.  

Again, our BCF family loved me and my grown  

children through that year while we rested and 

healed.  They grieved openly with us and with all 

of the changes that came a7er Gil’s death.  

Gratefully, I found that my place at BCF was the 

one thing that God allowed to remain stable and 

unchanged. 
 

Just over a year later, Brian McCormick and I were 

married and the family gathered at the BCF altar 

again – this !me for a wedding and the beginning 

of a new story. 

Bethel Chris!an Fellowship 

has been our church family 

for all seasons.  Though 

the Gaitan children  

have found their own  

communi!es, Brian and I 

feel that BCF is home.  I 

 am grateful to this family 

where I have been taught well, shepherded,  

challenged, and encouraged to grow. 

A Family for All Seasons con!nued from page 1 



Page 4 

Finding Home and Family 

By Todd and Carole Pankow (Members since 1994) 

 

Todd and I moved to the Twin Ci!es in the  

summer of 1993, having secured teaching  

posi!ons (Carole in Special Educa�on in a public 

school and Todd as a music teacher in Chris�an 

Educa�on).  We had been married 3 years and 

were looking to establish roots and grow our  

family. Shortly a7er moving, we also began our 

pursuit of finding a church home, a church family 

where we could grow in our faith and find  

community.  At that !me, we did not have  

in-home wi-fi or cell phones.  We began our hunt 

for a church via the yellow pages!  We visited a 

few churches and a7erwards would discuss not 

just the sermon or the music, but would also talk 

about the “atmosphere”.  We were not feeling 

se5led a7er about 5 different a5empts, so we 

went back to the yellow pages. This !me,  

something stood out. A church that had a small  

tag line- “Bethel Chris�an Fellowship:  True to the 

Word, Alive in the Spirit.”   

 

There was something truly a5rac!ve about this 

church body. The pastor (Jim Olson) was infec!ous 

with his words of wisdom, as well as his warm  

embrace. There was also genuine warmth in the 

sanctuary; people ac!vely engaged in authen!c 

worship, people pulling out and digging into their 

Bibles during the sermon, people praying with and 

for one another; it was a glimpse of a Family that 

seemed thrilled to be in their Father’s house.  Our 

a7er-church car-ride discussion was different this 

!me. We both quickly commented, this is it- we 

are home! We began consistently a5ending and 

discovered that BCF was a house of imperfect  

people who were passionate about following our 

Perfect Lord-living life transparently toward the 

purposes of becoming more Christ-like and  

proclaiming God’s love through word and 

deed.  Yes, this is where we wanted to be - among 

godly people who could mentor and support us in 

our journey of discipleship, and, eventually,  

paren!ng.   

 

We both par!cipated in the “worship band” and 

joined a life group, and found friends who became 

family.  We became involved in teaching Sunday 

school first to high schoolers, then in the nursery. 

And then we “grew up” with our children through 

their Sunday school years. (Kendra was born in 

1995 and Evan followed in 1998).  We were so 

blessed by the wonderful children’s ministry. At 

that !me, the “Noah’s Ark” room (currently Veggie 

Kid’s room), was a place of wonder and love.  Ms. 

Julie Thompson, Mrs. Spika, Mrs. Iverson, and 

many others loved on our children and taught 

them precious lessons about learning and keeping 

God’s word in their hearts through flannel boards, 

cra7s, and games.   

 

During the 1990s, BCF was in the forma!ve  

process of inten!onally seeking to become a 

House of Prayer for (and with) All Na!ons and we 

and our children have been blessed to experience 

richness, abundance, and diversity of Life and Joy 

that has radiated into our lives in so many 

ways.  We cannot imagine having raised our  

children without the love, mentorship, and  

support of our beau!ful, beloved church family.  

Bethel Chris!an Fellowship has been a wondrous 

gi7 to our family. (And, here is a link to a short  

video clip from a Christmas Program-1998,  

with Kendra singing about the BEST gi7 to 

us:  h5ps://youtu.be/Ngz7ndvvmgU ) 
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A Legacy to Remember and 

Continue 

By Sam Holmgren  (Member since 2004) 

 

My primary “growing-up” years occurred in the 

90s at Bethel, when I was ages five to fi7een. I can 

tell a lot of stories, but the one thing I always felt 

was that Bethel Chris!an Fellowship was safe. The 

elders, pastors, youth leaders, and all those who 

were part of the community that discipled and 

modeled faith to me were safe, trustworthy, and 

transparent.  

As I’ve grown up and stepped into ministry, I credit 

the safety I’ve felt at Bethel Chris!an Fellowship as 

a child and an adult for enabling me to step out to 

where it’s not always safe, to be a voice of mercy 

and hope where mercy and hope is needed. Safe 

people create a place for the hur!ng to be healed. 

Even today, Bethel is a place that is home for us, to 

let God speak and restore us to be a blessing a7er 

pouring ourselves out as a family overseas. 

 

Now for a few stories: The 1990s were years of 

great spiritual expression and new expression of 

the Spirit, especially beginning around 1995. A 

Sunday night service full of prayer at the altar, 

worship, dancing, people being slain in the Spirit—

all this was normal. Sunday morning services were 

much the same. There was a hunger in the Bethel 

community for more of God and for His Spirit to 

transform our lives. Prac!cally, a puppet ministry 

formed (I was part of it) and lasted over ten years. 

Day Camps became a yearly occurrence when we 

invited those from the community to a5end. 

 

The building underwent massive transforma!ons. 

The roof was fixed to stop the brigade of buckets 

that would be placed across the lobby to catch 

water from the leaks.  The sanctuary was  

completely transformed from wood paneling to its 

current design and completed the week before my 

sister’s wedding in May 1998 (much to my family’s 

relief). A bap!smal was installed in the Fellowship 

Hall, and much more. Bethel’s building became a 

place to bless others. 

 

My most powerful memory, though, was when we 

were raising money for our building improvements 

at the end of the 90s and in the early 2000s.  

In May 2002 the church felt led to receive a  

special offering for the missions work of Evangel 

Ministries in India, placing its needs above our 

own.  Evangel was building a home for a Bible 

School that had been opera!ng in a limited  

space since 1994, and it needed $40,000 to finish 

the building. I’ll never forget when Pastor Jim 

announced from the pulpit (and broke down in 

tears) that over $40,000 had been given. Bethel 

has been a place that gives. 

 

May our legacy as God’s people con!nue to be 

safe, transforma!onal, expressive, and generous. 

 

Spelling it Out 

By Liz Kimmel 

 

Acronyms were all the rage 

As the 1990s took the stage. 

We worked on our very own PCs 

And a player was made for our MP3s. 

The floppy disk drives (or FDDs)  

Were superseded by CDs. 

Cartoons took a major leap toward the sky 

With the first feature film made with CGI. 

Some people feared that magical day 

When the calendar switched to Y2K. 

I’m so glad to know the world hasn’t ended –  

There is !me for more acronyms to be blended. 
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BCF TEAM Work 1986-2020 

By Pastor Steve Rasmussen (Sent from BCF in 1995) 

 

“I can’t do it! How can I possibly teach these  

experienced ministers?!” Just a year out of college, 

with only a few months of youth pastoring  

experience, unable to understand the language or 

culture: how could I teach them? I repeated the 

scriptures and songs God had given me, “Be Bold, 

Be Strong. For the Lord your God is with you.” As I 

prepared to teach my first classes in Tanzania in 

1986, I had to remind myself that although I could 

not, God could, and He was with me.  

 

During that ten month internship I repeatedly  

saw God reveal Himself – in teaching, village 

preaching trips, and learning Swahili. With African 

colleagues, my brother Nathan had just started 

Bible schools in Kigoma, Tanzania and Bujumbura, 

Burundi. These served untrained ministers from 

many denomina!ons, especially those from the 

200 PEFA (Pentecostal Evangelis!c Fellowship of 

Africa) churches in those countries.  

 

A7er I le7, they opened new schools in Mwanza, 

Tanzania and Eastern Congo. No school buildings 

had yet been built. I also visited Nairobi  

Evangelical Graduate School of Theology (NEGST) 

where my former professor taught in renovated 

chicken coops. NEGST had just graduated its first 

four students. It was at this !me that I sensed 

God’s call to one day return to teach ministers             

in Tanzania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 years ago now, a7er comple!ng an M.Div. and 

pastoring for 5 years, I returned to the school in 

Mwanza, Tanzania. I had married an assistant  

professor, Janice Horsager, who would teach me 

how to teach. We brought two babies with us, 

Hannah and Jus!n.  As principal of what is now 

called Lake Victoria Chris!an College (LVCC), I  

began learning to teach and lead in Swahili. Each  

2-3 year term God gave special gi7s:  

 

♦ Perseverance. You all prayed as we adjusted 

to all new language/culture and people while 

facing 50+ illnesses, a s!ll-birth, and panic 

a5acks.  

♦ Peace.  

♦ Joy and frui&ulness. We added two new 

school loca!ons plus Theological Educa!on by 

Extension (TEE), and hundreds of seminars.    

♦ Intense learning. PhD coursework at Trinity 

Evangelical Divinity School in Chicago.  

♦ Deep insights through research and full               

transi!on to the Tanzanian leadership of LVCC.  

 

TEAM has assisted churches in various ways from 

preaching to funding church roofs to assis!ng  

orphans, but the focus remains learning and  

teaching. While we lived in Tanzania, LVCC  

expanded from 35 students to over 500. Hundreds 

of graduates now pastor and teach in many  

denomina!ons. Also, seminars have taught  

thousands Chris!an ways of marriage, family, 

farming, health and response to witchcra7  

accusa!ons.  

 

As we all gained educa!on and experience,  

Tanzanian graduates of the school gradually took 

over more teaching and leadership. For a dozen 

years now, local leaders have run the school with 

excellence. We rejoice to TEAM with them and 

Teaching at LVCC Mwanza  
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you. S!ll, there is poten!al for greater impact with 

more investment. As just one example, we only 

have one school building, but land to build on in all 

three loca!ons.  

Indeed, God has amazingly prospered the whole 

ministry. Tanzania, Burundi, and Eastern Congo, 

there are now 20 Bible schools and over 1800 

churches in PEFA alone. But graduates minister in 

many growing denomina!ons. For the diploma 

graduates, Nathan oversees a degree comple!on 

school for pastoral studies and a missions school 

which trains graduates to plant churches among 

unreached people groups.  

 

For eight years, we taught at NEGST. I taught  

missions to masters and PhD students who are 

now in dozens of na!ons across Africa and every 

other con!nent: college presidents and faculty, 

pastors and authors, doctors and church planters 

among the unreached, etc. Over the years, Jan and 

I have developed and taught 40 new courses from 

diploma to PhD. We wrote a dozen academic  

ar!cles, plus blogs, Study Bible notes, etc.  In  

2020, I must write a book on Chris!an response  

to suffering and accusa!ons of witchcra7. As I 

combine TEAM with lead pastor at BCF, I  

some!mes have the same feelings as 27 years ago, 

“I can’t!” God reminds me, “I can. I am with you.” 

We thank God for BCF’s ministry TEAM, Training 

East African Ministers. You have been amazingly 

faithful in prayer, encouragement, and financial 

support! 25 years ago, we quoted Phil. 1:5 on our 

brochure. “THANK YOU for your partnership in the 

gospel from the first day un�l now.” It is SO much 

more true now. The brochure also concluded, 

“Our vision is ‘teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you’ (Ma5. 28:20) so that they 

can ‘go and make disciples of all peoples’ in East 

Africa and beyond.” We didn’t know then all that 

Jesus would do to fulfill His vision.  

 

“So it is right for me to be enthusias�c about all 

Christ Jesus has done through me [and BCF and 

African leaders] in my service to God.  I dare not 

boast of anything else” (Romans 15:17-18 (NLT). 

What will Jesus yet do as we con!nue to TEAM 

together!? 

LVCC’s Leadership Team 

Our NEGST-AIU missions students come from every 

con!nent. They serve across Africa. 

When I first came in 1986, Nathan and Karen had 

no kids. I lived with them and courted Jan by slow 

mail. Our parents came to minister for the first of 

six !mes. Our families have grown and grown in 

ministry. Nathan and Karen’s two oldest boys  

(Tori and Eirik) and their families have been/will 

soon work in Tanzania. Hannah is edi!ng Chris!an 

books in Nairobi. Jus!n is doing research among 

churches in Western Kenya in his PhD program. 

Rachel directs youth programs among immigrants 

in Chicago through World Relief. Isaac graduates 

college in June. (The picture above is in Kigoma,  

Tanzania 9 years ago.) 
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October 1990 
Name change from Bethel Temple to 

Bethel Christian Fellowship 

April 1, 1990 
Jim Olson accepts the call 
to pastor at Bethel Temple 

Holy Week 1998 
The work in the sanctuary 

draws to a close as  
scaffolding is removed  

between Good Friday and 
Resurrection Sunday 

February 1996 
Bethel Continuous Improvement 
Fund (BCIF) plan to repair and  
refurbish our building begins  

Fall 1996 
Bethel Community Care 

Groups begin, providing for 
knowledge-based and  
relationship-oriented  

discipleship. 
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  Bethel Timeline 

1990-1999 

May 1995 
8 Foundational Principles 

& Values established; 
Thursday set aside as a 
day of corporate prayer 

Summer 1993 
Summer outreach 

through conversational 
evangelism and BCF’s 
first annual day camp. 

February 1996 
Significant visitation of 
God the Holy Spirit in 

“Let the River Flow” 
weekend 

Summer 1994 
First refugees  
are welcomed  

to BCF from Haiti.  

January 1995 
Sending Steve & Jan 

Rasmussen to Tanzania 
as missionaries 

October 1998 
BCF mission focus expands 
as we adopt an unreached 
people group in Indonesia  

September 1995 
MOSAIC ministry to  

ethnic communities begins  
(Ministry Outreach Supporting An 
Inter-cultural Community in Christ)  
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What Was It Like to Be a New 

Christian at BCF in the 90s? 

By Pastor Andrew & Sarah Gross (Members since 1996) 

 

When we first set foot at Bethel Chris!an  

Fellowship in the early 1990s, we stepped into a 

world that was completely foreign to us. It wasn’t 

foreign because we were from different countries. 

It wasn’t just because we were from different 

parts of the country (I, Sarah, came from California 

and I, Andrew, came from Oregon). It wasn’t even 

because BCF was filled with strange people 

(though it certainly was). We felt like everything 

was foreign because it was our first experience           

of Chris!an community.  
 

Everything was completely new to us. From the 

way people dressed (men wore suits or puffy 

sweaters, women wore flower print dresses with 

extra lace), to the odd gree!ngs (“Praise the Lord 

and nice to meet you!”), people at Bethel Chris!an 

Fellowship acted differently than we were used to.  
 

I (Andrew) started coming to BCF in the fall of 

1991. I had just arrived in Minnesota to a5end 

Macalester College. Nothing had prepared me for 

temperatures that freeze tears or for three feet            

of snow in October (that year was the infamous  

Halloween snowstorm). But worse, I was a brand-

new Chris!an. I’d grown up in a secular family, 

surrounded by a secular culture. I knew nothing of 

the Bible or Chris!an tradi!on or culture.  
 

At BCF I was a5racted right away to Pastor Jim 

Olson’s preaching—just the right mix of  

intellectual and emo!ve—enough to fix my  

stereotype of Chris!ans as uneducated. It also 

helped that the people at BCF were friendly and 

warm. For example, Nancy Spika remembered  

my name at my very first visit, and she kept  

remembering the next week and the week a7er 

that. It was like BCF was a place where “everybody 

knows your name, and they’re always glad you 

came.”  
 

I (Sarah) had grown up in a complicated family of 

many step parents, step siblings and half siblings. 

Like Andrew, my family of origin was mostly  

hos!le to evangelical Chris!anity. I also came to 

Minnesota to go to college at Macalester. There, 

one of my greatest delights was tearing down 

posters for the Chris!an fellowship group on  

campus. Andrew and I figured out later that I 

probably tore down some of the very posters he’d 

just put up. 
 

I became a Chris!an at the end of 1992, but it was 

months before Andrew could persuade me to 

check out Bethel Chris!an Fellowship. I was willing 

to “do the Jesus thing,” but I didn’t want to do the 

“organized religion thing.” Strangely, in my first 

visit I could feel the love of God in this place. It 

wasn’t only that people were friendly and warm, 

though that helped. I just had this sense that 

God’s presence was here and I could feel His love 

for me, in spite of all my reluctance. Eventually, I 

more or less se5led at Bethel Chris!an Fellowship 

in 1993.  
 

Though we were both new Chris!ans, we couldn’t 

deny that God’s Spirit was moving powerfully at 

BCF. We were both caught up in His movement 

and we experienced radical life transforma!ons in 

those years. The community of BCF played a major 

part in that process. 
 

One of the big ways God was working in BCF in the 

mid-90s was to change the ethnicity and culture of 

the congrega!on from around 95% white to a 

much bigger ethnic and cultural mix. Under the 

leadership of Pastor Jim and Associate Pastors  

Hollis Graves and Harrison Williams from Liberia, 

we watched in amazement as the congrega!on 

altered before our eyes. With this came a new 

wave of prayerfulness and enthusiasm for the 

things of God, along with a greater hospitality  

toward people from different cultures. God was 

giving BCF a vision and the tools for “Kingdom  

Con!nued on page 11 
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Making a New Church Home 

By Vicky Ellis-Myhrom (Member since 1996) 

 

In 1995, I came to Bethel Chris!an Fellowship from 

a church that was dissolving. I was a single mom 

with a junior-higher. Hannah started right into 

“Illuminate”, which helped her build a Biblical 

base, and what I needed was a family atmosphere 

where I felt like I was taken in and we were both 

supported.  
 

Through small groups and very tangible things 

people were willing to help. One !me I called Jean 

Ramphal and said she had to come over because I 

just couldn't take another moment! And she was 

right there to pick up my daughter and she took 

care of her the en!re day! Other !mes people 

came over and worked on my house or helped 

with meals. I didn't ask for very much, but when I 

put out a distress call it was always answered.  

That was the love that I felt.  
 

In my need for healing, and need for community 

a7er a church breakup, I found that support at 

Bethel. I remember two large groups specifically 

came here from different churches, but there 

were also a number of people joining from  

churches that had broken up. They had different 

stories, but a number of the same needs. There 

was a small group that met for healing and           

community in the upper room on Sundays. We 

were focused on our life needs and geZng 

through stuck places and taking steps forward. 

Jeanne Swintosky (her husband led the group), Liz 

Beyer, the Berniers (no longer at Bethel), Gil and  

Peggy Gaitan/

McCormick, and a 

number of people 

were there to help 

each other with 

healing and geZng 

through difficult 

places in life. 
 

During summer 

evening services for 

awhile, we shared 

what were called “stories of grace”. People gave 

tes!monies of their journey to Christ. Anyone 

could offer their story, and of course there were a 

number of paths that led people there!  
 

It was a !me for other beginnings in the church, 

too. A number of us were introduced to a  

movement in churches such as Green Lake (an  

annual Holy Spirit conference) where we were  

experiencing the Holy Spirit in intercessory prayer. 

We were learning the way that the Holy Spirit 

worked and Jean Ramphal started the intercessory 

prayer group. At that !me, there were 30-50  

people mee!ng at Bethel to learn and pray. Craig 

and Sue Anderson, the Hogan’s, the Berniers and 

others were very involved. We began praying over 

a number of years into what became the Mosaic 

strategy, as we gradually moved toward becoming 

“A House of Prayer for All Na!ons”. It was a long 

process of envisioning what that could look like, 

and figuring out where it would take us next! We 

were so glad to be home! 

Culture”—a Chris!anity that was much broader 

than white culture, one that could include people 

from “every tongue, tribe and na!on.” 

  

This change was one of the most important things 

that helped us embrace BCF and its mission. One 

of our big stereotypes about Chris!anity was that 

it made people more prejudiced against people 

from different ethnic backgrounds. We soon 

learned that Christ fills His followers with love that 

can overcome racial and ethnic prejudice. But that 

made us even more confused over why so many 

churches remained ethnically closed off to one 

another. Our stereotype seemed to be based on 

something real, as much as we hated to admit it. 

 

So when BCF began to change ethnically, we were 

amazed at God’s miracle. He wanted Bethel to  

become a picture of heaven where all people 

could say in unity “worthy is the Lamb”  

(Rev. 5:12). 

What is Was Like to be a New Chris�an... con!nued from page 10 
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HAITIAN CHRISTIAN  

FELLOWSHIP CELEBRATES  

25 YEARS  

 By Allan Bu5on (Pierre’s members since 1998) 

 

Imagine yourself just arriving in a strange  

country.  You can’t understand the language.   

You may not even be able to read or write in your 

own language.  You have no money, no job, so 

skills.  To save your life, you fled your home  

country, which was very hot, as a refugee. Here it 

is very cold.  You are led to a strange house where 

a kindly person or couple gives you a bedroom  

and some warm clothes.  You feel lost and alone, 

but you are alive.  Many of your friends and  

family are dead or in prison back in Hai!, your 

home country.  It is autumn, 1991 and it is  

growing colder. 

 

By January, 1995 you have learned some  

English.  People have helped you with medical  

and dental care, you have found a simple job, and 

have enrolled your children in school.  You may 

have a new child born here.  Only a very few  

people can speak with you in your Hai!an Creole 

language.  You are in contact with your American 

sponsor and with a few organiza!ons that help 

with money, jobs, transporta!on, medical care, 

and warm clothing but you s!ll feel very alone and 

isolated.  You have been through four Minnesota 

winters and have learned how to survive them. 

 

Then you and about 40  

other Hai!an refugees are 

invited to a mee!ng with 

Rev.   Daniel Mulatre,  

a Hai!an pastor and  

evangelist, who is here  

to find help to control  

glaucoma that threatens 

his vision.  He says you 

need to have a church of 

your own where you can 

worship and hear God’s 

Word in your own  

language.   

 

Lidovick Pierre 

and his wife 

Ermilia  

volunteer to  

lead the new  

congrega!on.   

Pastor  

Daniel’s  

Younger sister,  

Yollaine Mulatre, will also serve as a leader.  The 

Hai!an Chris!an Fellowship (HCF) is formed in  

January, 1995. 

 

Several American Chris!ans and their churches 

help with transporta!on and provide a mee!ng 

place.  The first few services are held in the li5le 

Lamb of God Church in White Bear Lake.  Soon  

the First Covenant Church in St. Paul provides a 

permanent mee!ng place, nearer to the homes  

of many Hai!an families on the east side of St. 

Paul.  Later, Allan Bu5on begins to teach Hai!ans 

to drive, pass their road tests, buy their own used 

cars, and to become more independent. 

 

The Creole language provides a sense of belonging 

and community.  But it isn’t easy to start a  

single congrega!on with people from several  

denomina!ons, Catholics, Bap!sts, Adven!sts,  

and others.  Disagreements arise and mee!ngs are 

held to se5le differences.  Some people move to 

other loca!ons or states, too far away to con!nue 

to meet at First Covenant.  A few leave to try to 

start other churches.   

 

But God con!nues to work and the li5le  

congrega!on con!nues to meet and hold yearly 

revivals.  Musicians among them even start a  

worship team that has become the well-known 

Restora!on Band.  

 

As !me passes, members of HCF begin to worship 

at American Churches, including Bethel Chris!an 

Fellowship, or First Covenant Church, as they  

become more established in the English language 

and American culture.  HCF is one of the first 

branch congrega!ons in the All Na!ons Family  

of churches. 
P\]^_` D\abcd e fb] gbhc Ccibdc 
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Fond Memories of  

Our Early Years 

By Lynn Benson (Members since 1996) 

 

Brad and I began a5ending Bethel the summer of 

1994 and we’ve been here ever since. Prior to our 

visit to BCF we had visited several other churches 

in the area but didn’t feel called to stay with any 

of them. One day when I was visi!ng my local  

library, I came across a flyer called the Church  

Directory. In it I saw an ad for BCF with the  

sub!tle: Alive in the Spirit, True to the Word.  

That was exactly what we were looking for and 

what we found at Bethel. We knew our search  

was over the first Sunday we came.  

 

I recall being greeted on our second Sunday by 

Dave and Lisa Domke who remembered our 

names from the week before. They were some  

of the first people who were instrumental in  

helping us get connected at Bethel. We a5ended 

several prayer mee!ngs and Bible studies in their 

apartment. Brad remembers geZng a call at work 

from Pastor Jim who generously took !me to talk 

with him about Bethel.  

 

About a year a7er we came, we became involved 

in a young couple’s group where we made some 

great friends, studying the Bible and growing  

together in the Lord. We were blessed to have 

great minds there, including Steve Schweitzer, 

who went on to get a PhD in Biblical studies.  

He o7en provided extra depth and insight to  

our studies.  

 

Brad’s first foray into ministry in the body was 

through playing guitar with the worship team. He 

enjoyed geZng to know and worship together 

with the team, including Hollis Graves. Hollis was 

also leading the youth group at that !me. He  

invited Brad to join the youth leadership team. 

Brad was a part of that from about 1997-2006.  

He enjoyed spending !me with the teens, which 

included Eleanor & Emily Olson, Sam Holmgren, 

Becky & Grace Stone, Becky & Leah Hegstrom, 

Kate Beyer, Kayla & Jonathan Perry, and many 

others. He has a fun memory of flying Hollis from 

Fosston, where he’d recently taken a pastorship, 

to surprise the youth group at the Senior Send-Off 

at BCF. Hollis hid in the bap!smal and jumped out 

when it was !me to address the group.  

 

My ministry to children at BCF started in the 

nursery several years before my sons were born.  

I remember the first Sunday Speciose brought !ny 

baby Peace to the nursery. We were smi5en with 

her! I also joined Brad in serving on the youth 

team around 1998. I have fun memories of  

a5ending FCA Youth conven!ons in Chicago with 

them and a mission trip to Atlanta in 2000. It was 

a great cohort of kids to lead. I also helped out in 

elementary and preschool ministries on Sundays 

at various points. Later on, a7er Chris was born,  

I co-led the nursery ministry for several years. The 

Mom’s group that I co-led began around 2000.  

 

We look back with gra!tude on the past 25 years. 

The Lord has given us such a beau!ful, diverse 

group of His people with whom we can worship  

in a place that s!ll is alive in the Spirit and true to 

the Word.  
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1466 Portland Ave. Building 

By Liz Kimmel (Member since 1995) 

 

Our building was purchased in 1982 from the Sons 

of Jacob Synagogue during the !me when our  

Senior Pastor was Lloyd Jacobsen. This photo               

display shows some of the changes that have                

taken place in the intervening years.  

 

By 1996 the roof was leaking so badly that it was 

destroying the building, and we saw the curtains 

move every !me the wind blew. We wanted to be 

good stewards of our property, and so was begun 

the Bethel Con!nuous Improvement Fund. 

 

Carol Warner brought together a team of laborers 

whose skills were varied and much needed, given 

all the work that needed to be done. Cary Kimmel 

designed and consulted with Duane Perry on the 

remodeling/renova!on plans. The following chart 

SANCTUARY 

FELLOWSHIP HALL & LOBBY 
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shows how they priori!zed the many tasks at hand: 

 

1996-1997 

 Fellowship Hall 

 Hea!ng & Cooling Systems 

 Roofs 

1998 

 Lobby 

 Sanctuary (walls and windows) 

 Ceiling lights 

 Altar 

 Chair Upholstery 

 Carpet 

 Video/Sound System 

1998-1999 

 Educa!on Wing 

 Elementary classes 

 Nursery 

 Youth Room 

 Bathroom décor 

 Analysis of kitchen needs 

 

Our efforts to keep our building in good repair are 

ongoing. The life expectancy of most roofs is about 

twenty years, and we are currently in the midst of a 

mul!-year plan to replace them once again. But 

THIS !me we began that process before we needed 

to start seZng out buckets to catch the drips. 

Go ahead and make all the plans you want,  

but it is the Lord who will ul�mately direct your steps. 

Before you do anything, put your trust totally in God,  

and not in yourself.  

Then every plan you make will succeed.  

The Lord works everything  

together to accomplish His purpose.  

Proverbs 16:1,3-4a (The Passion Transla�on) 

WINDOWS 

MAIN ENTRANCE 
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A Call to Rest  

in God’s Presence 

By Ken Holmgren (Member since 1978) 

 

As I have reflected on developments at BCF during 

the 1990s, I have remembered a myriad of ways 

that God was faithfully at work in our church body. 

Under the leadership of our new pastor, Jim Olson, 

we discerned that God was calling us to be, in the 

words of Isaiah 56:7, “a house of prayer for all  

na!ons.” We began to explore a ministry of  

MOSAIC (Ministry Outreach Suppor!ng An  

Intercultural Community in Christ). We established 

eight founda!onal principles and values for our life 

as a congrega!on. And we received the gi7 of a 

divine visita!on of God the Holy Spirit. 

 

The very present work of the Holy Spirit in our 

midst was, I believe, linked directly to our third 

founda!onal principle and value: 

Our life and vitality as a congrega�on is dependent 

upon prayer. 

* Our work will flow out of res�ng in His                 

presence through prayer. 

* Prayer is not peripheral to our programs;                   

it is the atmosphere in which our programs 

will be fruiBul. 

 

A7er this value was adopted by our church  

leadership in the mid-1990s, the church  

established each Thursday as a day of prayer to 

receive God’s vision for the body, intercede for its 

needs, and pray for the evangeliza!on of the city. 

Thursday prayer !mes were at 7 AM, noon, and  

7 PM. (The evening prayer !me later changed to  

5 PM.) Our purpose was to make a place for the 

Lord. The person God called to take leadership in 

this weekly !me of res!ng in His presence was 

Jean Ramphal. 

 

When Jean came to BCF in 1994, 

she was wounded and hurt from 

difficult experiences at her  

previous church. She also came 

with a deep hunger for the  

ministry of the Holy Spirit, a  

hunger that had been  awakened 

at a weeklong conference where she was filled 

with the Holy Spirit, with laughter and speaking in 

tongues. That hunger for God increased as she 

joined others for preservice prayer in Pastor Jim’s 

office. It was a !me of healing for her heart and 

prepara!on for fruioul prayer ministry that  

blossomed in the late 1990s and con!nued to  

grow in the new millennium. 

 

In the late 1980s  

Jean had a5ended a 

conference on the Holy 

Spirit, and God had 

awakened in her  

a desire to do the 

things Jesus did. Out  

of this passion of her 

heart, God used her to 

lead a class en!tled 

“Learning to Do What 

Jesus Did” as part of 

the LEDTS (Leading 

Edge Discipleship Training School) a number of 

!mes, beginning in 2002. The Monday night 

LifeStreams prayer ministry, which has been God’s 

instrument of healing and hope for many through 

the years, was birthed out of this class.  

 

As Jean reflects on the “very rich history” of God’s 

visita!on at BCF in the 1990s, she said, “I would 

like to see the church again become hungry for 

God the Holy Spirit...for the overwhelming God we 

need to know be5er. I long for someone to be a 

li5le flame that starts a fire. God has been faithful 

to every genera!on. A new genera!on has come.” 

 

Hebrews 13:8 reminds us that “Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and forever.” He is  

invi!ng us come and rest in His presence, in our 

prayer closets and in our corporate gatherings. He 

is calling us to a greater hunger for the ministry of 

the Holy Spirit. Do you and I really hunger to know 

our overwhelming God be5er? Our response will 

determine the measure of our life and vitality as 

Christ-followers and as a church body. 


