
MONTHLY THEME: 

The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with the recent sermon series on the Bea tudes. 

We trust you will be blessed as we revisit the admoni on of the Lord that  

“Blessed are the peacemakers.”  
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MONTHLY SCRIPTURE: 

"If possible, so far as it depends upon you, live peaceably with all."   Romans 12:18  

The Sons and Daughters of God 
  

Blessed are the peacemakers,  

for they will be called the children of God. 

Ma�hew 5:9 

 

What an immeasurable blessing! What a great  

privilege! What an honor that comes to peacemakers, 

to be called sons and daughters of God! It highlights 

stature, legacy, and standing. To be worthy to bear the 

�tle “children of God,” to reflect the character of God 

and receive His blessings, we must be described as 

peacemakers. 

  

Ma%hew 5:9 empowers the mission of the Pilgrim  

Center for Reconcilia�on in Africa and my mission as 

Pilgrim Center's country director of the Democra�c  

Republic of the Congo (DR Congo). It is vital to  

understand that peace is the presence of something.  

It is the presence of all that is blessed, all that is good, 

all that is fulfilling. 

  

For many people, peace is considered the absence of 

war or conflict. Many would say, “Well, peace means 

there is no strife, no conflict, no animosity.” But that 

really isn't God's defini�on of peace.  

  

God's defini�on of peace is not the absence of  

something. For example, when Jews meet, they say  

“Shalom.” They 

don't mean to 

say, “May you 

have no more 

wars.” Rather, 

they mean to 

say, “May you 

enjoy the full sa�sfac�on, calm, and tranquility that 

God brings.” Peace is a crea�ve force that produces  

goodness and well-being. It is the presence of  

something, the presence of aggressive goodness. 

  

When God created man and woman and put them in 

the Garden of Eden, it was a garden of peace. A;er the 

Fall, peace with God was interrupted. Peace among 

men was interrupted. Then Jesus came and established 

the cross as the way to offer peace to the human heart. 

Someday Jesus will return and establish a kingdom of 

peace, and we will enjoy peace eternally in the new 

heaven and new earth. 

  

No human being will be a peacemaker without having 

personal healing of the heart. Wounded people wound 

one another and healed people heal others. When the 

heart is sick, that which comes out is sickness, sorrow, 

and animosity. To be healed is to accept Jesus Christ 

and his healing for our sinful hearts and lives. It is  

allowing Him to sprinkle the 

precious blood He shed on the Con�nued on page 5 
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Forgiveness is the Key 
 

Because we are imperfect people (at least I am!)  ☺☺☺☺,  

forgiveness is really the place we o;en need to go to 

make peace. Some�me back, I actually taught the issue 

of forgiveness at BCF and Lynda Larson encouraged  

me to do an ar�cle that would include some of that 

material. So, here we go! 

 

Forgiveness is so very central to the heart of God 

(Psalm 103:12; Micah 7:18, 19; Isaiah 43:25 

Acts 26:18; 1 John 1:9).  In fact Jesus tells us in Luke 

17:2 that it would be be%er for us to experience a 

premature death (millstone around our neck & cast  

into the sea) than to cause someone to stumble.  The 

context is clearly the issue of forgiveness.  

 

God has not called us to a human standard of  

forgiveness, but His own!  You and I cannot forgive  

as God has required of us by ourselves, in our own 

flesh.  We desperately need His interven�on.   

 

John 13:34 - “A new commandment I give to you, 

that you love one another, just as I have loved 

you…”   

 

Ephesians 4:32 - “Be kind to one another, tender-

hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you.”  (See also Colossians 3:12, 13)   

 

Jesus underscores this in both Luke 17:4 and Ma%hew 

18:21 when He says that in one day we are to be willing 

to forgive our brother or sister, 7 �mes and then when 

Peter pushes the issue, Jesus makes it totally beyond 

our reach when He says 70 �mes 7 in one day!  No 

wonder Jesus said in John 15:5 that apart from Him we 

can do nothing.  Then, Jesus takes it one step further 

(more than once) and says that if we aren’t willing to 

forgive others, He won’t forgive us (Ma%hew 

6:14)!  The ul�mate mo�va�on. 

 

So in Luke 17:3-4 Jesus establishes the ground rules of 

forgiveness.  This is God’s ideal.  Knowing us be%er than 

we know ourselves, He knew we needed help in how to 

do this thing called forgiveness.  So He shows us how 

rela�onships are supposed to work … I call it the 

FULL CIRCLE OF FORGIVENESS. 

 

Where does Jesus start? 

 

1. Offense:  “If your brother sins…” 

 

 
 

Jesus starts with 

human error.   

Somebody blew 

it.  Said the wrong 

thing, did the 

wrong thing,  

expressed  

the wrong  

aQtude.  Great 

rela�onships are 

not the result of perfec�on, but  

rather a willingness to deal with our issues, God’s 

way.  So Jesus starts with the reality of where every 

human rela�onship ends up.  Somebody sins, some-

body offends, somebody responds in a wrong manner. 

 

So what do we do? 

 

2. Rebuke:  "If your brother sins, rebuke him…” 

 

Jesus doesn’t want you to live in denial.  Enabling 

someone’s wrong behavior, by silence. Jesus wants you 

to confront the issue, but in the right way. 

 

"Rebuke" in this context, does not talk about poin�ng 

your finger in someone’s face with accusa�on.   

Grabbing someone’s shirt and telling them how  

wrong they are.  It rather pictures loving, pa�ent,  

long-suffering confronta�on (just like how the Holy 

Spirit deals with us!).  This is a word picture where  

instead of puQng our finger in someone’s face, we  

actually put our arm around their shoulder, point in  

the right direc�on and say - “Let’s go together.” 

 

None of us responds well to angry, accusatory,  

finger-poin�ng, shirt-grabbing rebuke. But Holy Spirit 

driven, loving, pa�ent, honest, calm confronta�on has 

the great poten�al of mel�ng our hearts, enabling us to 

take responsibility for our wrongs.  This kind of 

“rebuke” builds bridges instead of walls. 

 

3. Repentance:  So Jesus says: “If he (or she) repents, 

forgive…” 

 

Full, healthy, las�ng forgiveness, leading to  

reconcilia�on does not happen without the person in 

the wrong being willing to acknowledge their wrong, 

take responsibility for their own ac�ons, responding 

with courageous humility with the intent to change. 

 

pastor’sPPPPAAAAGGGGEEEE 

Con�nued on page 3 
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Forgiveness is the Key con�nued from page 2 

Somebody has to be willing to say out loud:   

 I was wrong. 

                I am sorry. 

                Will you forgive me? 

 

When we stubbornly refuse to do this, we grieve the 

Holy Spirit and bring great pleasure to the devil,  

giving him space in our lives and rela�onships  

(Ephesians 4: 25-32). 

 

4. Forgiveness:  This is what it means to forgive:   

  

� Refusing to dream about vengeance  

� Refusing to con�nue to embrace, grip, nurture            

our hurt 

� Refusing to memorialize, establish an anniversary 

over the wrong done 

� Refusing to hold it over their heads 

� Releasing them—opening our hands and                     

responding with grace 

 

WHY?  THIS IS EXACTLY HOW GOD FORGIVES US!! 

 

5. Reconcilia on: This kind of forgiveness will lead to 

reconcilia�on, a healed rela�onship. The full circle of 

forgiveness works … WHEN EVERYBODY COOPERATES. 

But what do we do when people don’t cooperate? 

When wrong is not appropriately confronted? 

When the person in the wrong refuses to repent and 

take responsibility? When you humbly repent, but the 

person s�ll will not let it go? 

 

There is an answer from Jesus! … But we will just have 

to tackle that subject at another �me. Stay tuned! 

 

God’s best to all my dear friends at BCF! 

 
--Pastor Dave Ogren 

Great Commission Media Ministries  

  

2 + 2 = 4 

 

You’ll find the Father’s math to be both simple and complex. 

It won’t confound; it isn’t something that is meant to vex. 

Two plus two will always equal four, so here we go –  

Do this math and God’s own nature will begin to show. 

 

2 leave your past behind you and 2 give up former ways 

Is what you do when you 4-sake your nature and obey. 

 

2 give up your resentment and 2 pardon someone’s sin 

Is how you can 4-give, through grace that God has placed within. 

 

2 overlook a grievance, 2 omit the consequence   

Is what you do when you 4-get another’s grave offense. 

 

2 strengthen those around you and 2 offer them support 

Is what you do to 4-�fy when help has fallen short. 

 

A child will learn quite young that two plus two will equal four. 

And all these fours will help propel you to God’s open door. 

Forsake your sin, forgive your friends, and then forget the pain, 

And for�fy your friendships with the love that you will gain.    --Liz Kimmel 



Page 4 

communityLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
Being a Peacemaker in Our Day  

 

When I used to think about being a peacemaker, I 

cringed.  Being 4’11”, and a Black woman I  felt  

overlooked, walked on, or taken advantage of.  I’d  

ques�on, “Why do I have to be the one to apologize 

first, work toward reconcilia�on first, or be the example 

of doing the right thing?”  Well, it’s what comes with 

the territory.  I am a peacemaker.  Some�mes in our 

current day it seems too hard and would seem be%er to 

hide behind the walls of the church or home and only 

engage people if it’s needed because these days, you 

just do not know what you will encounter.  We live in a 

world where people are not thinking of peacemaking, 

but it does not mean that we have to hide; in fact, we 

should be a voice and a light.   

 

The Lord warned us that �mes were going to change 

and get worse as the day of the Lord approaches, so 

why are we shocked at how bad it is today?
1
  Although 

the world is changing right before our eyes, our God 

does not change.
2
  We do not have to fear.

3
  So, what 

are we wai�ng for?  Peacemaking pleases God; let’s do 

it. 

 

Give your heart over to peacemaking things that please 

God.
4
  We want to be called children of God but that 

means doing what children of God do.  It does not 

come by “figh�ng for your rights.”  In the Kingdom, you 

do not fight for rights like you used to in the world.  You 

actually do the opposite by going low.  In fact, we are 

called to have the same aQtude as Christ.
5
  These are a 

part of being a peacemaker and walking in peace with 

all people. 

 

How o;en the world believes that there is no need  

to live peaceably with one another.  Unfortunately,  

this aQtude is in the Church.  In the Word, we have 

scriptures that tell us what to believe and what to obey.  

We are to obey Romans 12:18 by living peaceably with 

all men, as much as it is possible.  We do not have a 

choice.
6
   

 

Probably one of the biggest issues today is the racial 

tension and division, even among believers.  Church, 

what is our message to the world around us?   We’ve 

heard the saying before, “Sunday morning is the most 

segregated hour of the week.”  Jesus, quo�ng the Old 

Testament scripture from Isaiah 56:7, said in Ma%hew 

21:13, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for 

all na+ons.”  If people cannot get along then the hard 

ques�on has to be asked, Are we really in the Kingdom 

that Jesus is building?  I am not sure when Jesus comes 

back He is going to say, “Ohhhh, Whites and Blacks 

could not get along on earth but now that I am back, 

shake and make up and come into the place I have  

prepared for you.”
7
  Jesus is preparing a place for us, 

but He is also preparing us for that place.  Racial  

disunity, tension and division do not belong in the 

Church because it is not in the Kingdom.  I have great 

reason to walk in fear on this issue based on Hebrews 

12:14.  We want to see the Lord, right?  So let’s walk in 

a way that pleases Him. 

 

Walking in peace: 

1. Ask the Lord to give you pleasure in being a            

peacemaker. 

2. Do not engage or indulge in foolish arguments. 

3. Repent and ask for forgiveness as an ambassador 

of Christ. 

4. Forgive quickly, even when an apology is not 

offered. 

5. Do not carry others’ offenses in your heart.  One 

reason gossip is so dangerous. 

6. Choose to take God’s word seriously and do             

whatever you need to do to be a peacemaker. 

7. Choose to agree with God instead of the world            

on the issues of our day. 

 

Bo(om line: We were never made to look like the 

world.  We were made to represent God by doing 

things His way and taking a stand in humility.  I am sure 

that our neighbors, co-workers, family and friends 

could use a good dose of peace from the peacemakers 

in their lives…may you be that person. 

 

       --Anne%e Bi%ner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture footnotes: 

1.  2 Timothy 3:1, Hebrews 1:2, 2 Peter 3:3 

2.  Malachi 3:6, James 1:17, 1 Samuel 15:29 

3.  1 Chronicles 12:17 

4.  Ma%hew 5:9 

5.  Hebrews 12:2, Romans 15:5-7, Psalm 122:6-8 

6.  1 Peter 4:8, Psalm 133:1, Ephesians 4:3 

7.  John 14:2-3 

AWWXYYX Z[Y\ \]^_`Wa AJ 
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FRONT PAGE:  The Sons and Daughters of God . . . con�nued from page 1 

cross onto the inner wounds of the heart so that we 

have a personal rela�onship with Him. It means that we 

bring our wounded lives to the cross, to be reconciled 

with God and have peace with Him before we can have 

peace with others. 

  

In July, when Dr. Jim Olson, the Pilgrim Center team, 

and I were in Kinshasa, Congo, for the healing retreat, 

we no�ced that the leaders arriving at the retreat were 

unhappy, distant from one another, and re�cent. They 

didn't know what to expect, being accustomed to  

conferences, seminars, or maybe United Na�ons  

peacemaking, where people come and argue, accuse, 

debate, and ques�on. We told them “This is a retreat, 

not a conference. There is no program or syllabus. You 

have been invited by Jesus to take �me away with Him, 

to rest, to have fun, and, most importantly, to heal. 

Because you are �red, wounded, Jesus will take care of 

you in this week we will be together.” 

  

At the end of the first day, we saw people start talking 

to each other, ea�ng together, and having fellowship 

with strangers. Joy came slowly to their faces. A;er 

three days, they started giving tes�mony saying, “I 

thought my friend, neighbor, colleagues, rivals, were 

the problem. A;er walking with Jesus these three days, 

I got word that my heart was sick. I blamed and disliked 

others for my own sinful life.”  

  

When we are at peace with ourselves, we will be able to 

be peacemakers! This is the hope, healing, peacemak-

ing, and blessing the Pilgrim Center for Reconcilia�on is 

offering the wicked and deceibul world. 

  

Why are there wars? It's because there is no peace. 

Where? In the heart! The world reflects the heart of 

man. “There is no peace to the wicked and the world is 

wicked and all men are wicked, decei/ul above all 

things and desperately wicked,” the prophet Jeremiah 

said. Because the heart is wicked and knows no peace, 

it simply projects itself into all of its rela�onships. The 

world that man creates is a world without peace, a 

world of chaos. It is a world of conflict, trouble, of 

sha%ered dreams and hopes and broken rela�onships. 

Peacemakers are desperately needed. We, as the 

church, have our assignment: a calling and responsibil-

ity to be peacemakers. 

  

The God of Peace sent the Prince of Peace, Jesus, and 

gives us the spirit of peace. This makes us peacemakers, 

and we are thus privileged to become sons and  

daughters of God. The reality is that we, as peacemak-

ers, produce ini�al conflict because we have to confront 

the menace that is sin to produce healing of the heart 

and bring true peace. 

 

Biblical peacemakers are not just silent, easy-going  

people who don't want to make issues, who  lack  

understanding of doctrine, jus�ce, and righteousness, 

who are nice but compromise and appease. No! A true 

peacemaker will not tolerate the status quo if it  

dishonors God. He or she seeks a peace that demands 

truth. He or she seeks to bring a conflict to light, resolve 

it, and gain victory through the truth. This is peace. 

  

God grants the highest status to those He calls His  

children. He grants this rank to those who receive the 

truth, show courage in their work, and please the Lord 

with fierce loyalty and dedica�on as His children.  

Although we all enter the world as children in the  

human sense, we need to choose to inherit from God 

the highest �tle of being called His children. We must 

choose to be born again through the atonement of 

Christ. We are then equipped to be peacemakers,  

because our heart is changed! 

  

 His Shalom—His peace—is coming! 

 

  --Reverend Dr. Jus�n Byakweli 

 
 

A Fortress or a Force 
 

If our intent is to defend our church and all within 

Against a%ack from enemies who’d draw us into sin –  

Then we must build a barrier to keep us free from harm, 

With castle walls and parapets where guards sound the alarm. 

We need a sturdy citadel where soldiers keep the peace, 

Preven�ng agita�on from the chance to be unleashed. 

We must be a fortress, a protec�on for the fold 

Against all worldly influence a%emp�ng to take hold. 

 

BUT . . .  

If we, instead, prefer to heed the Great Commission’s call, 

We’ll go out to our neighborhoods and share the Lord with all. 

No ma%er what resistance is raised against this task, 

He’ll gladly give the strength of heart to all who simply ask. 

He’ll bless us with effec�veness, with energy and power, 

And give us the ability to serve at any hour. 

The choice is right before you – it’s up to you.  Which course? 

The fortress walls may keep you safe – I’d rather be a force! 

 

--Liz Kimmel 
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The Roadmap to Peace 
  

The Road Map to Peace can come only through one 

administra�on: The Kingdom of God. Ma%hew 5:9 

states: “Blessed, happy, sa+sfied fulfilled will be the one 

who works for and does the things that make for 

peace.” No�ce the ac ve and not passive direc�on  

of the statement. These people will be known as  

the children of God, for they will understand and  

implement in their lives and society the vision of peace 

ar�culated in the Old Testament. This vision was an 

encompassing one recognizing the joy and fulfillment  

in right rela�onship to God, His crea�on, and one’s 

neighbor.  

 

The way of the Peacemaker is not a weak-kneed  

approach to life, but it is a way of courage. It  

transcends the world’s aQtudes and methodologies of 

bringing change. It makes God’s moral teachings the 

center of community life and seeks to replace weapons 

of war with tools which will provide basic needs for the 

en�re world’s popula�on. Psalm 34:14 says “Turn from 

evil and do good: seek peace and pursue it.” God alone 

governs the physical and spiritual realm. 

 

However, unless we submit to His rule in our lives; we 

are no longer protected from evil and its destruc�ve 

effects. We must learn to keep our allegiance and  

remain faithful, honorable, despite of all the turbulence 

we are facing in this life. We are living in perilous �mes, 

yet it is high �me that we make a stand for our God. 

Like David did with Goliath. Like Meshach, Shadrach 

and Abednego, “Even if our God doesn’t deliver us we 

will not bow down!”  

 

Jesus Christ gave His people a model prayer, which we 

have come to call “The Lord’s Prayer”. This prayer is not 

to be repeated from rote memory, but we are to use it 

as a framework upon which we can build a prayer life 

that is offered to God, heard and answered by Him, and 

one that glorifies His Name! It involves addressing our 

Father in Heaven and asking God for His Kingdom to 

come, His will to be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  

 

Prayer is the most powerful force Chris�ans have. To 

pray means many things to many people, but basically 

prayer is simply talking with God. In these Kingdom 

principles Jesus invites our partnership in revolu oniz-

ing the way we approach life! The word revolu+onize 

means to transform, change, modernize or renovate.  

 

In that process there are some major changes that have  

 
 

to take place in our lives in order for the Founda�onal 

Truth of God’s Word to be erected correctly. The  

person praying is asking for the establishment of God’s 

Rule in our lives and situa�ons right now here on earth! 

It is up to us to call down God’s interven�on and Power 

in the dark situa�ons we see in life. We must be willing 

to make adjustments no ma%er what the cost, because 

God has empowered us with everything we need to be 

effec�ve witnesses on this earth.  It is �me to “Shi; 

gears God’s way”. When our life is under reconstruc�on 

we must get rid of old mind sets. 

  

J.B. Phillips puts Romans 12:1, 2 this way: “Don’t let the 

world around you squeeze you into its own mold. But let 

God remold your minds from within, so that you may 

prove in prac+ce that the plan of God is good, meets  

all His demands and moves toward the goal of true  

maturity.” If the world size fits you, it is the wrong size!  

 

In a world of choices, we must choose to be a beacon 

light. If Christ is in us we should be living Holy, Set 

Apart, Peaceful, Righteous lives without excuses! (Col. 

4: 2) Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 

thankful. Verses 5 and 6 refer to a godly life leaving a 

clear tes�mony for Jesus Christ that will open doors of 

opportunity to share the gospel of Christ. We should so 

live and seize those witnessing opportuni�es. We 

should have a “Heart on Fire for God” (Luke 24:32)  

and embrace eternity as a consuming, mo�va�onal 

reality and be inten�onal about aligning our lives to  

the values of the Kingdom of God.  Blessed are the 

Peacemakers, for they shall be called the Children of 

God!    

  

                                                    --Minister Felicia Roberts  

prayerLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
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Kingdom Tools for Teaching 
 

Have you been longing to see God's Kingdom strategies 

implemented in the secular realm?  Have you lacked 

wisdom and insight on how to func�on in a difficult 

environment?  Have you felt powerless? I don't  

know about you but I have o;en wanted to quit.   

As Chris�ans, we were put into the secular arena to 

impact and influence it, not for it to defeat and over-

power us. The book Kingdom Tools for Teaching:  

Heavenly Strategies for Real Classrooms by Janine  

Mason, et al. is a book that is full of prac�cal ways to 

invite the Kingdom into our classrooms. Listed below 

are a handful of principals that the authors, a group of 

teachers at Bethel Chris�an School in Redding, CA, have 

implemented in their classrooms.  

 

-Classroom management should be rela onal rather 

than fear-based. 

The environment should be less about controlling  

students and more about teaching self-management. 

Love and honor should be the founda�on of every 

classroom. 

 

-Invite the atmosphere of Heaven into your classroom 

We are not vic�ms to the unseen realm nor are we  

defeated by it. As a believer we can stand up in the  

authority that has been given to us and influence the 

atmosphere in our classrooms. We can also teach  

students the importance of maintaining a posi�ve  

classroom environment. We can also help them walk in 

peace. It could be as simple as giving them extra �me 

before a test to calm down. 

 

-Be willing to relinquish control in the classroom and 

believe that every student has something to offer.  

Empower students to help in the classroom or take  

on leadership roles.  Invite them even to teach a  

concept in the classroom. Ask the Holy Spirit how to  

see students' misbehavior and strengths in an  

advantageous way. 

 

-Invite the Holy Spirit into our lesson planning. 

We can invite God to help us teach Biblical principles 

and give us crea�ve ways to do it. We don't have to feel 

restricted by the standards and curriculum we have to 

teach but instead ask the Holy Spirit how to teach  

Kingdom principals as a part of it. 

 

-Teach students the power of celebra ng others. 

If we promote a classroom of honor and celebra�on, it 

helps to promote a safe and posi�ve classroom. As 

teachers and students we 

shouldn't focus on what we  

are lacking but see what we 

have been given. "When my           

students choose to champion 

others, peace and joy begin to 

rule our environment. The re-

sult of pressing in and bringing 

a language of celebra�on and 

honor is the founda�on of a 

safe and happy classroom."            

p. 68 

 

-See from Heaven's perspec ve and help students 

dispel lies about themselves. 

We need to choose to see the best in every student and 

invite other students to see each other in this way. "By 

choosing to focus on the posi�ve as a community, you 

are crea�ng a safe place, a place where the beauty of 

each student is put on display and celebrated with 

words." p. 49 We can help students discover the truth 

about themselves. It is o;en the beliefs they have 

about themselves that hinders their success or their 

learning. We can help to promote a nega�ve-free           

zone, which encourages healthy rather than unhealthy 

beliefs. 

 

-Create a culture where dreams flourish 

As teachers, we can either squash or promote dreams 

in students.  We need to watch the words we say             

and not allow our desire to protect them from                 

disappointment to discourage students from dreaming 

big. We can include ac�vi�es into our curriculum to 

promote this. 

 

As an educator, the principals and ideas in this book 

have inspired me to partner more with the Holy Spirit in 

bringing the atmosphere of Heaven to my classroom. I 

have found that it is most o;en my own aQtudes that 

prevent the presence of God from impac�ng my            

teaching in a more powerful way. As I have started to 

relinquish control in my classroom, I have seen posi�ve 

results. It is my hope that if you are reading this as a 

fellow    educator, you will be                  

encouraged and inspired to   

partner with the Lord in             

changing our classrooms and 

schools with the Bible and the 

Holy Spirit as your ul�mate 

guide.   

   

 --Tiffany Good  

shelfLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 



God of Jus ce  
by Abraham George and Nikki A. Toyama-Szeto 

  

Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they shall be called the children of God.  

(Ma%hew 5:9) 

 

"No jus+ce, no peace; know jus+ce, know peace."  

- slogan 

  

(I know I'm doing some gymnas�cs here with words and 

transla�ons and concepts, but I hope you'll forgive me 

and come along for the thought ride.) 

  

The background 

  

Peace and jus�ce are linked inextricably in the Bible and 

in the kingdom of God.  In the beginning, all was good, 

and there was wholeness and peace and jus�ce 

throughout crea�on.  People made evil choices, and  

the wholeness, the shalom, was broken.  Injus�ce  

flourished, and peace was gone.   

  

Jus�ce and peace are part of the Old Testament  

covenant God made with His people.  He promised  

that if they would act justly, He would give them peace 

(and that if they acted unjustly, He would take away  

the peace).   

 

In the New Testament and the new covenant, Jesus  

is the Prince of Peace,
1 

and He died to make us His  

children.  This might be why Jesus said peacemakers are 

on the right track and why they are called children of 

God.  It’s also why, as they make peace, they must work 

to bring about jus�ce, wholeness, and restora�on, as 

their Father did, s�ll does, and will one day finish doing. 

  

The book   

  

If you aren't familiar with the Interna�onal Jus�ce  

Mission (IJM), they are an organiza�on worth looking 

into and suppor�ng.  They are commi%ed to bringing 

jus�ce to the voiceless and oppressed and have offices 

around the globe in some of the most unjust communi-

�es and countries in the world.  They work with local 

law enforcement, social workers, governments, and 

churches to seek out injus�ce and to bring about 

 jus�ce.  They free slaves and those falsely accused and 

imprisoned.  They provide assistance to the freed and 

a;er care to the deeply wounded.  They do a lot of  

tremendously hard and good work to restore shalom in 

the world. 

  
One of the reasons IJM put together this book, God of 

Jus�ce, which is listed as a part of the IJM Ins�tute 

Global Church Curriculum,  is that, as IJM expanded, 

they discovered that many of the churches they 

reached out to partner with didn't see there were  

injus�ces around them and/or weren't prepared or 

knowledgeable enough to help.  Since IJMs whole  

purpose for exis�ng was their desire to follow God's call 

for His people to bring jus�ce, they knew they had to 

help bridge this gap and educate God's people on why 

seeking jus�ce, seeking shalom, is so vital. 

 

The prac cal stuff 

 

This was the first book we read as a group (in our book 

club), and the chapters were very manageably-sized for 

weekly small group discussion.  It's a slim book with big 

fonts and lots of white space, broken into 12 sessions 

for individuals or groups.  It is designed to help you 

walk and think through some Scripture about God, His 

desire for jus�ce, and what He asks of those of us who 

follow Him.  The goal is to show you why pursuing  

shalom (peace and jus�ce and wholeness) is something 

each believer and the church as God's people should be 

doing.  The authors argue that it's not an op�onal part 

of following Christ but an essen�al requirement. 

  

There was a lot to disagree with in the book, which I 

think is a GREAT thing.  Reading a book where you 

clearly understand and agree with everything seems to 

be a waste of �me to me.  I prefer books that let me 

think and love the Lord my God with my mind.  For 

small group books, I prefer books that let me debate 

and discuss and ask ques�ons and hear what other  

people are thinking.   

  

This book let us do so.  There were plenty of places 

where the authors were trying to go one place with 

their argument, and we shot off in totally different (and 

fruibul or challenging) direc�ons.  And we learned from 

each other.  Whenever two or more are gathered in His 

name, He says He’ll be there, and He was.   

 

It's not like we all came out of the book completely 

agreeing with each other and aligned, but I think we 

came out knowing each other and the heart of God the 

Father be%er.   

  

Desperately seeking shalom 

  

Crea�on is broken.  Fallen from its original state of 
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wholeness and goodness.  Everything is affected.  You 

can see it all around you in the ways people relate to 

God, to the physical world around them, and to each 

other.  We are all broken, all smack dab in the middle of 

all that brokenness, and it hurts us all. 

  

All of crea�on groans and cries out from it.
2
   

  

"Peace" is how the word "shalom" is o;en translated, 

but the concept that Hebrew word defines is much  

bigger than the absence of war or conflict.  It's about 

wholeness and flourishing, about rightness, harmony, 

and jus�ce between and among everything (God, His 

crea�on, and people). 

  

That shalom is the redemp�on crea�on is groaning for.
3
 

It's what we long and hope for.  And hope does not  

disappoint.  "God causes all things to work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are called 

according to his purpose." 
4  

We are His children, and as 

his children we work together for this, too.   

  

". . . And what does the Lord require of you 

but to do jus+ce, to love mercy, 

and to walk humbly with your God?" (Micah 6:8) 

May shalom be with you all, and may you all work  

together to help bring shalom to the world as children 

of your heavenly Father (the God of Jus�ce) and His 

Son, the Prince of Peace.  

 

    --Kimberly Eridon 

 

Scripture footnotes: 

1. Isaiah 9:6; Ephesians 2, Colossians 1 

2. Romans 8 

3. Isaiah 9:7 

4. Romans 8:28 

poetic LLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
Go in God’s Peace 

 

Our world is filled with trouble that at �mes seems never-ceasing. 

Ripples of distrust and fear are rapidly increasing. 
Jude 1:18-19

 

We hear the call to stop all the injus�ce in the world, 

But some�mes do it wrongly, and then mayhem is unfurled. 
Isaiah 30:15

 

Jesus warned that all around adversity would sprout, 
John 16:33

 

But do not be disheartened – He has shown us the way out. 
Job 25:2

 

The world will try to offer peace, but it’s an empty trap. 
John 14:27

 

Just removing conflict doesn’t fill the open gap. 
Luke 11:24-26

 

Replace the disagreement with inten�onal good will  

That only comes through Jesus and the peace that He’ll ins�ll. 
Ephesians 2:14

 

The wisdom from above will set you firmly on the path 
Proverbs 3:17

 

And promises a future that is void of human wrath. 
Psalm 37:37-38

 

We’re taught that we should plant God’s peace everywhere we go, 

And by our words and ac�ons we will help that plant to grow. 
James 3:18

 

Soon will come a harvest that will mul�ply and bless 
Isaiah 32:17

 

Our neighborhoods, our na�on, and the world, with sweet success. 
Proverbs 16:7

 

We’ll live together as He planned, united and at home 

With all those we encounter, overflowing with Shalom.  
Psalm 133:1

 

 

--Liz Kimmel 
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John 15:7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Sylvia Agboh.  I’ve been going to Bethel 

Chris�an Fellowship with my two beau�ful girls since 

December 2013. Actually, in 2012 I visited for two 

months. I loved it, but for some personal reasons I 

stopped coming. I love being part of what God is doing 

here at Bethel.  

 

My life verse is John 15:7: “If you abide in Me and My 

words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it 

shall be done for you.” (NKJV) 

 

Growing up in Togo (West Africa), I went to church but I 

didn’t know the Lord at the �me. My parents went to 

church on occasions but they made sure they sent us 

children to church. I no�ced in everyday life how my 

parents, especially my mom, worked hard. One day 

when I was about 8 years old I told my mom not to  

worry, that I will study hard and go to the “white man’s 

country” and take her there with me. Those words that 

I spoke to my mom to comfort her became a promise 

engraved in my heart.  

 

When I started middle school there was a fellowship 

group that met on a weekly basis. I was invited to the 

prayer group, and the word that I heard that day was 

this verse, John 15:7, ”If you abide in Me and My words 

abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall 

be done for you.” I heard this word for the first �me and 

it became part of me. This word grabbed my heart to a 

point where I asked my mom to buy a Bible for me. I 

was only 12 years old. Looking back I think I was born 

again that day. I started reading and memorizing  

scriptures even though I didn’t understand much. 

 

I went through school under difficult circumstances, 

some�mes with an empty stomach, but I never gave up. 

I kept reading the word of God and it gave me hope for 

a be%er future. I went through high school by His grace. 

One day when I was in 12
th

 grade my father who was 

the main bread winner of the family lost his job and I 

was discouraged. I wanted to quit school and start a 

small business in the market to help my family.  

 

Thus, I stopped going to school, but on the third day 

early in the morning around 3:00 am a voice woke me 

up and commanded me to go back to school. So, I went 

back to school determined to obtain the high school 

diploma. Back home this diploma was a big deal. It was 

considered to be the gateway to success. And in that 

year (1994) the exam was hard. There were six students 

in the neighborhood and I was the only girl among them 

and the only one who passed the exam. It was the grace 

of God. God was with me even though I didn’t have full 

understanding of Him.  

 

Then I started University, but my soul kept crying out to 

the Lord to open the door for me to go to Europe or 

America and He granted my desire. In 1998, I won DV 

Lo%ery (American green card) to come to America. The 

process was long and challenging but the Lord made a 

way where there seemed to be no way. He provided 

and supplied all of my needs and I came to the United 

States of America, a dream fulfilled because of the 

faithfulness of God and His promises that are in Him—

“yes and amen”.  

 

Last year in October 2015 my mom came to visit the 

USA (the white man’s country). A dream come true 

a;er more than thirty years! 

 

Upon my arrival in America, loneliness hit me and I  

realized that there is more to John 15:7 than to just  

ask God to do something for me. The next level of that 

verse is to abide in Him, in His presence and to know 

Him.  

 

As I started deligh�ng myself in Him I started to know 

Him personally. He has become my friend. I s�ll abide in 

Him today through trials, afflic�ons, persecu�ons and 

happiness. I know Him to be a Friend who s�cks be%er 

than a brother. He is my friend and the lover of my soul. 

The Lord is eternally faithful to His word and to them 

who will dare to believe it.  

 

So friends, I invite you to memorize this 

verse-- John 15:7,”If you abide in Me and 

My words abide in you, you will ask what 

you desire, and it shall be done for you.”  

Start believing it and your life will be 

changed forever. 

          --Sylvia Agboh 
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Let's Not Set Fires on the Internet 
 

I recently read a report that claimed that Donald Trump 

and Hillary Clinton are destroying rela�onships across 

America. Apparently, support for one candidate or the 

other is pushing some rela�onships to a breaking point like 

we've never seen before. Social media seems to be the 

flashpoint for the deteriora�on of these rela�onships. 

Some�mes, a “flame war” breaks out on a public forum, 

broadcas�ng disagreements among friends and family- an 

event which is unpleasant for most involved and can have 

las�ng consequences. 

 

Social media isn't new anymore. 2.3 billion people have a 

presence on Facebook, Twi%er, YouTube, and other sites; 

that includes over three-quarters of American internet 

users. We share our deep thoughts, flippant opinions,  

pictures, and videos. Most people under 35 have been  

engaged with this kind of networking from youth, and use 

among senior ci�zens is s�ll increasing. Most of us have 

made it part of our lives at this point. 

 

Despite our communica�ng through social media so  

frequently, we s�ll struggle with ques�ons about how to 

use it appropriately. We want to share our lives with others 

while avoiding the embarrassments or hos�lity that can 

result from pos�ng informa�on for all the world to see. 

Over-sharing, bullying, harassment, and misunderstandings 

can all have exaggerated consequences when amplified by 

the internet. It makes sense that social media requires an 

addi�onal set of manners than “real life.” 

  

Internet manners are even more important when a major 

poli�cal event or social jus�ce issue storms the headlines. 

Black Lives Ma%er and presiden�al mudslinging are  

flashpoints my Facebook friends disagree about. I have 

strong opinions, too, so when something noteworthy  

happens, I usually have a strong impulse to share my 

thoughts or vent my outrage. 

  

These moments remind me of my first job as a clerk at a  

24- hour gas sta�on. For protec�on of the lone cashier 

working overnights, there was a bullet proof glass cage and 

an aluminum bat. One of my co-workers helpfully labeled 

the bat “The Peacemaker”. For most of us, it was a joke 

akin to the comic strips we posted which lampooned the 

modern American convenience store customer; an  

aluminum bat doesn't solve many problems, but it can 

cause plenty. The one employee who took the bat seriously 

used it in conjunc�on with his small stature and feisty  

aQtude to scare away intoxicated ne'er-do-wells and even 

an occasional would-be thief. As you might expect,  

however, it didn't work very well every �me. Any weapon 

can cause its user to feel empowered, and someone who 

feels defensive can be especially overzealous about  

wielding it. In one case, our co-worker ended up in the 

hospital with s�tches a;er challenging the wrong thief.  

  

I've witnessed enough rhetorical injury from internet flame 

wars to give me pause before pos�ng controversial items, 

but I can't recommend that anyone hold back from sharing 

his or her honest opinions. We generally have no desire  

to offend our friends and family, but our thoughts and 

opinions have merit. We need to be able to communicate 

effec�vely with each other, and social media is part of  

that conversa�on. I have personally experienced several 

conversa�ons and friendships that have grown from posts 

that were par�san and controversial. 

 

From my experiences, observa�ons and research, I offer a 

few guiding principles for effec�ve, construc�ve, and  

non-hurbul use of social media: 

 

*Social media is not separate from “Real Life.” It is not 

anonymous, nor a video game, and can have an actual  

impact on rela�onships among human beings. 

 

*Respec@ully represent your own feelings and opinions. 

Everyone has a right to their own reflec�ons and  

expression. Thusly, it is important to leave room for  

honest disagreement, acknowledging that others may  

feel differently about a topic. Avoid cas�ga�ng Everyone 

Who Does Not Agree.  

 

*Avoid being defensive. Being open and clear about your 

own feelings helps prevent the no�on you are a%acking 

others for theirs. Being defensive o;en feels to others like 

aggression, much as brandishing an aluminum bat at the 

slightest provoca�on makes others uncomfortable.  

 

*Keep a sense of humor and humility. Even weighted and 

challenging material is o;en treated more casually on  

social media, so accept that other users are prone to  

making jokes and mistrea�ng whatever you post. Even if a 

response seems inappropriate, it's unhelpful to lose your 

temper in response.  

 

*Truly offensive material should not be posted publicly. 

Even if publicly approached by others, it is best to  

decelerate disputes or harassment by not responding,  

responding privately, or appealing to a site's authority to 

discipline a user.  

 

*If something seems like it could be taken the wrong  

way, assume it will be. At least one of your friends will 

misunderstand anything you say, no ma%er what. Such is 

the defect of human communica�on. 
 

    --Benjamin Mason 
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The Price of Peacemaking 
 

That day Herod and Pilate became friends—                           

before this they had been enemies. 

--Luke 23 12 

 

In late August, I was reading the account of the trial of 

Jesus, as it is presented in the Gospel of Luke. When I 

came to Luke 23:6-12, I remembered how Jesus                 

pronounced His blessing on the peacemakers in the 

seventh Bea�tude. I was reminded that He who said 

peacemakers will be called sons and daughters of God 

was indeed the Peacemaker we are all called to follow. 

 

A;er Jesus was arrested by a crowd that included  

Jewish religious leaders and officers of the temple 

guard, He was subjected to what was paraded as a 

“trial.” As part of this mockery of true jus�ce, He was 

cruelly tossed from one realm of authority to another 

un�l His enemies could somehow procure the death 

sentence for Him. In this process, Pilate, the Roman 

governor of Judea, ques�oned Him and said that he 

found no legi�mate basis for a charge against Him. 

When the religious leaders referred to Jesus' ministry 

roots in Galilee, Pilate was quick to send him to Herod, 

the part-Jewish ruler of Galilee. 

 

Herod was happy that he could finally see Jesus. He 

had wanted this for a long �me because he had heard 

a lot about Jesus. He desired to see Jesus perform a 

miracle, but that did not happen in this one and only 

contact between them. Herod threw many ques�ons 

at Jesus, and the religious leaders were merciless in 

their incessant accusa�ons against Him. Unable to 

sa�sfy his self-centered curiosity about Jesus, Herod 

and his soldiers had to se%le for the pleasure of  

ridiculing and mocking Jesus. They adorned Him in an 

elegant robe and sent Him back to Pilate.  

 

This is the point at which the Gospel writer Luke says 

that Herod and Pilate became friends. They had been 

enemies before, but that very day the presence of  

Jesus in their lives somehow caused them to lay down 

the offenses that separated them and choose to  

become friends. We can only speculate what specific 

word or ac�on of Jesus brought this about. However, 

we do know that this peacemaking ac�on of Jesus  

was not something He did at a �me when He was  

exercising full control of His life circumstances. Rather, 

it was fruit produced from His surrender to do His  

Father's will and suffer and die for the whole world. 

 
 

To be a peacemaker sounds like a very noble thing to 

do, and it is. However, if we ever hope to see this fruit 

produced in our lives, we will have to pay the same 

price Jesus paid. We will each have to surrender our 

stubborn, human will to the will of our loving heavenly 

Father. We will each have to suffer death to our pride 

and our natural desire for that which feels easy or 

comfortable. Yes, we will each have to die to self. 

 

It is possible to go through some of the mo�ons of 

peacemaking and achieve some measure of be%er 

rela�onship where offense has brought separa�on. 

However, genuine, las�ng peacemaking can only  

happen if we die. This may be actual physical death, 

and history is replete with stories of people who have 

died in the service of Christ as peacemakers. However, 

it will always mean death to sin and death to self. It 

will only be possible if we have first come to have 

peace with God. 

 

Sin separates all of us from God, and it breaks our  

rela�onships with the people in our lives. The only 

solu�on to both problems is that Jesus came to deliver 

us from our broken rela�onships with God and with 

each other. He did this when He died on the cross and 

suffered the eternal punishment we all deserve for  

our sins. Because of this, we can now be restored to a 

joyous rela�onship with our loving heavenly Father. 

We can become His sons and daughters by turning 

from sin and trus�ng Jesus to forgive us. We can  

surrender our lives to Him and become part of His 

peacemaking ministry here on earth. 

 

If you do not have peace with God, I urge you to come 

to Jesus today and receive His life-changing presence 

in your life. Let Him make you a child of God, one who 

loves and serves Him as a peacemaker. 

 

   --Ken Holmgren 

ken’s KKKKOOOORNERRNERRNERRNER 
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