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MONTHLY THEME:
The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with the recent sermon series on the Bea tudes.
We trust you will be blessed as we revisit the admoni on of the Lord that
“Blessed are those who mourn and are persecuted...”

experiencing a sense of loss. As we who serve on our
Transion Listening Team seek God's direcon to who
When our LIFEline team chose to focus on the 2015
our next Lead Pastor will be, we are personally coming
sermon series on the Beatudes in this year's LIFEline
face-to-face with the grief process of releasing Pastor
issues, we did not know that we would be walking
Jim to his new ministry with the Pilgrim Center for
through a me of pastoral transion in March 2016. We Reconciliaon.
did not know that we would be facing the upcoming
As I have been considering God's loving care for BCF
loss of Pastor Jim's pastoral leadership and the grief
in this season, I have been reminded of what Lloyd
process that accompanies such loss. However, God
Jacobsen, BCF's former pastor, described in a note
knew, and in His gracious plan He directed us to make
to my wife, Sharon, and me a few months a4er his
one of the featured themes of this issue the second
Beatude: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will beloved wife, Janna, went home to heaven almost
eleven years ago. He wrote: “Since her passing, the Lord
be comforted” (Ma*hew 5:4).
has given me unusual grace. Every day I experience new
When Peg McCormick ministered on this Beatude in
peace and strength.” He explained that even though he
February 2015 (be sure to read her arcle “This Season grieved, “It is not a crushing sorrow. I am carrying on
of Beauful Grief” on page 16) , she explained that
with His help.”
there are two types of grief: spiritual grief over our
How can we, as the BCF church body, receive the
sinful state and circumstanal grief because of the
losses we experience in life. We mourn our sinful state comfort, peace, and strength we need for the grief and
by repenng of our sins and trusng in Jesus, who gives mourning that accompanies our pastoral change? We
us the precious comfort that God forgives our sins and can place our hands in God's strong, steady hand and
walk securely in the conﬁdence that He is leading and
gives us the gi4 of eternal life. God calls each of us to
guiding us into a new chapter of frui?ul ministry for
enter into relaonship with Him in this way.
Him in this Year to Thrive. We can trust Him to give us
Because we live in a fallen world, we all suﬀer diﬃcult
clarity, conﬁrmaon, and courage as we humbly open
life events that usher us into seasons of mourning. This our hearts to trust and obey Him.
happens to us on a personal level and also as a church
--Ken Holmgren
body. In this me of pastoral transion, we are all

The Comfort of “Unusual Grace”

MONTHLY SCRIPTURE:

“You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart
may sing to you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.” Psalm 30:11-12 (NIV)
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pastor’sPAGE
The Great Overturning: “Blessed Are Those
Who Mourn and Those Who Are Persecuted”

can never get that person back, then something in you
dies forever along with the person you lost.

Did you know that the Beatudes were designed
speciﬁcally to mess with your heart and mind? When
Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount (Ma*hew 5-7),
He overturned centuries of Jewish understanding. Just
like when He literally overturned the tables of the money
changers to protest their presence in the Temple
(Ma*hew 21, John 2, Mark 11), Jesus used the words
of His most famous Sermon to overturn how Jews
understood obedience to God.

But in Jesus’ upside-down Kingdom viewpoint, real
comfort exists for those who mourn. He was quong
from Isaiah 61:2, a passage in which God makes the most
shocking promises to His people. He tells them that the
poor will receive good news, that the brokenhearted will
be bound up, that capves will ﬁnd freedom, and that
prisoners will gain release from darkness (vs. 1). In verse
three, God says that those who grieve will ﬁnd provision,
and that their ashes (a common Israelite pracce was
for mourners to spread ashes on themselves) will be
replaced by “a crown of beauty,” “the oil of joy,” and
“a garment of praise.”

What exactly did He overturn? The Pharisees had been
teaching, and most Jews had come to believe, that
obedience was a ma*er of conforming your external
behavior so that it looked to other people as if you
adhered to Moses’ Law. But Jesus protested this viewpoint by telling His audience that obedience begins with
your secret heart posture before God. For instance, He
told them true obedience to the commandment “You
shall not murder” is to avoid insulng others and harboring anger in your heart against them. It is not a simple
ma*er of avoiding physical murder (Ma*. 5:21-22).

When Isaiah ﬁrst u*ered these words, they would have
been highly unbelievable, because the Israelites’ world
was collapsing before their very eyes. The Northern
Kingdom of Israel was teetering and about to disappear
forever because of the Assyrian invasion. The exile of the
Southern Kingdom of Judah was not far behind, and its
people were facing all kinds of external enemies, internal
strife, poverty and natural disasters. The Jews in Jesus’
original audience would have found such a statement
Now, if any Jews read the Old Testament for themselves, equally unbelievable, with the oppressive Roman Empire
threatening to exnguish the Jewish naon in a single
this would not have been a new idea. But most people
had been merely listening to the Pharisaical teachings of blow at a mere whim.
their rabbis, So, Jesus’ Sermon really did overturn things
And yet, Jesus’ quote from Isaiah overturned that
in their hearts and minds.
expectaon of permanent loss. Because God is
sovereign, because He is in charge of our lives, because
This is the context of the Beatudes. Knowing this will
He gets the ﬁnal word and gets to write the last chapter
help you understand how the Beatudes are designed
of our lives, God is able to bring comfort even when
to mess with you. A year ago, during the 2015 Lenten
season, we as a church discovered this when we spent a we’ve suﬀered the greatest loss. Even when our loss
threatens to undo us and to permanently crush us, there
week taking a closer look at each Beatude. Here’s a
is sll hope of comfort in a universe controlled by God.
sample:

Ma*hew 5:4 states: “Blessed are those who mourn, for
they will be comforted.” This statement was a radical
overturning of how Jesus’ original audience understood
mourning, and how most people understand it today.
The common experience people have with mourning is
that when you suﬀer a loss, like the loss of a spouse or a
child, you are forever broken and crushed. Because you

Another of Jesus’ statements in the Beatudes also
overturned his audience’s understanding of life: “Blessed
are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Ma*. 5:10). In the
worldview of the day, persecuon was the sign that you
were outside of God’s will. The common belief was that
Continued on page 3
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The Oromo People of Ethiopia
The Oromo are one of the Cushic speaking people
groups living in north eastern Africa. Cushic speakers
have occupied parts of Africa for as long as recorded
history. Historical evidence shows that Cushite colonies
were established in the valley of the Nile no later than
7000 or 8000 B.C., and are believed to have been the
cradle of ancient civilizaon.

Oromos. This has connued
as the prime source of
division and civil unrest in
Ethiopia for the past century.

The Oromo country had been the bread basket of
Ethiopia before Menelik controlled the land. Even
today, Oromo farmers produce about 80% of Ethiopia’s
daily food products (including coﬀee), but the current
Government of Ethiopia is taking their land and selling it
The Cushic people are descendants of Cush, the eldest to foreign investors from India, China, Saudi Arabia, as
son of Ham, the son of Noah, who founded Ethiopia and well as diasporic Ethiopian returnees. Because of the
se*led in the land thousands of years ago. The Oromo connuous unrest and the crimes commi*ed against
them, the Oromo people haven’t been able to farm and
people are “a very ancient race, the indigenous stock,
carry out their normal daily life. Some Oromo countries
possibly, on which most other peoples in this part of
eastern Africa have been gra4ed.” They are the largest are consequently stricken by famine.
single ethnic group in the horn of Africa, esmated at
The recent uprising of the Oromo people (beginning
40 million of Ethiopia’s 90 million residents.
in November 2015) is to protest the Ethiopian
th
th
Between the 5 and 6 centuries AD, the Amhara and government’s plan to expand the boundaries of Addis
the Habesha people migrated to Cushic Ethiopia from Ababa into Oromia by displacing Oromos from their
south Arabia, mainly Yemen. They se*led a small colony land without compensaon. The Ethiopian security
in northeast Africa by the Red Sea. In 1270 AD, they
forces have opened ﬁre on peaceful protesters, killing
took the throne by force a4er the last Cushite King,
hundreds of them. Thousands of others are being held
Lalibela (founder of the 11 Rock Hewn Churches of
indeﬁnately without charge.
Lalibela) of the Zagwe dynasty, was killed in ba*le.
From that point of power, the victors spread a claim
As a result of the ardent evangelizaon by German and
that they were indigenous to Ethiopia while the Oromo Scandinavian missionaries, the Oromo people today
were late comers with no right to the very country that have the highest number of protestant Chrisans.
their ancestor Cush founded.
Chrisanity is the fastest growing faith among Oromos
both in Ethiopia and the Diaspora, overshadowing the
The Amhara King Menelik II marched south and waged growth of Islam among the Oromo and other ethnic
sustained warfare against the Oromo (1881-1886), but groups in Ethiopia.
was unable to break the strong Oromo military alone.
--Marta Namarra
A4er receiving support and weaponry from European
Oromo Chrisan Fellowship
states (during the European "Scramble for Africa"
Editor’s Note: See Marta’s Fisherman’s LIFE arcle on page 4
between 1881 and 1914), he claimed victory, using
for informaon about the need for Chrisans to evangelize
modern machine guns to exterminate over 5 million
wherever they are.
The Great Overturning… continued from page 2

if you were in God’s will, your road would be smoothly
paved before you and all would go well in your life.
Pastor Jim reminded us when he preached on this
Beatude that the opposite can be true. From
2 Timothy 3:12, 1 Peter 4:12-13, John 15:18-20 and Acts
19:24-31, he explained how righteousness can actually
draw persecuon. But instead of responding to it in
worldly way, Pastor Jim urged us “Don’t resent,” “Do
rejoice,” and “Don’t retaliate.” If we faithfully keep
pursuing righteousness, Jesus promises glorious reward

(Ma*. 5:10-12). What a diﬀerent outcome is in store
than the expectaon of the world!
The Beatudes, and the whole Sermon on the Mount,
overturn our understanding of how to interact with
God. Have you let them overturn your life so that you
can enter into the blessed state that God has in store
for you?
--Pastor Andrew Gross
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Are We Awake?
Although the Bible doesn’t tell us how they felt, it is
obvious that Adam and Eve were the ﬁrst human
beings to experience pain, shame, grief, sorrow and
humiliaon when they were driven out of the Garden
of Eden a4er breaking God’s commandment by eang
the forbidden fruit of “the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil” (Genesis 2:16, 17). It was just that one
fruit which has poisoned the world we live in today.
Although the warning you die if you eat of the fruit
denotes both physical and spiritual death, Adam and
Eve didn’t experience physical death right away, they
died spiritually. Although they lost the sight and the
glory of God, God didn’t take away from them the
blessing, “Be frui?ul and ﬁll the earth”. And the
blessing started with the ﬁrst human children, Cain
and Abel and never stopped to this day.

Increasing Influence in Evangelism
5.1 billion people do not believe in God. According to
the survey, about 160,000 Chrisans worldwide are
martyred per year because of their faith in God.
The good news is that the USA has the highest number
of Chrisans in the world, esmated at 247 million
according to survey. The current US populaon is about
322 million.
Nevertheless, the number of other faiths in the USA is
growing faster than ever. According to Pew Research
there were about 3.3 million Muslims living in the
United States in 2015. Because of high ferlity and birth
rate, it’s esmated to double by 2050. Currently Islam
claims 1.6 billion adherents worldwide.

Today, the declining number of Chrisans among the
young people in the USA and elsewhere around the
world, especially Europe, is alarming. We see young
people more a*racted to the forbidden fruit instead
of the fruit of the Tree of Life (Genesis 2:9). The
However, it was their younger son Abel who paid the
ﬁrst price when his older brother Cain killed him out of populaon of the European Chrisanity is rapidly
declining. Many Churches are closed and are converted
jealousy because God accepted Abel’s sacriﬁce and
to Mosques and business centers, the sign we are also
rejected Cain’s. Adam and Eve must have felt horrible
observing here in the U.S.A. We must “pray without
by the ﬁrst sight of the ﬁrst human dead body on the
face of the earth, and it was their own beloved son, and ceasing.”
the mourning experience must have been hard on
them. So, as we see it in our world today, Abel became In Ma*hew 24:14, the Lord Jesus told us that all naons
the symbol of good and Cain the symbol evil, the exact should hear the Gospel before the end me. Is what we
replica of the Tree in the Garden, which brought them are seeing around the world today the fulﬁllment of
that or something else? Jesus commissioned us
down.
Chrisans (Ma*. 28:19) to go to all naons and make
them believers in God. When we couldn’t go to the
Thus, the perfect world that God created for good
purpose has become a home of both good and evil that world, today, the world has come to us in masses but
are we awake? Are we being deceived by the world’s
passed down to us from our ﬁrst human family, who
assumpon that all religions are equal and should be
lived thousands and thousands of years ago.
treated equally, no ma*er what they are?
Since the creaon, the birth and death of humans never
The opportunity to lead unsaved souls to Christ doesn’t
paused even for a second. According to World Health
Organizaon, over 130 million babies are born annually seem easier at all, but we shouldn’t give up planng
seeds (Galaans 6:9), for God would water it to grow.
while about 56 million people die each year. In spite
“Greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the
of that, the world’s human populaon is on the rise,
world”
(1Jhon 4:4). While praying for the Ambassadors
esmated at 7.3 billion today and projected to increase
of
Christ
around the world, we need to focus on
to 11.2 billion in the year 2100, the fulﬁllment of God’s
spreading
the Gospel right where we are.
blessing: “Be frui?ul and mulply and ﬁll the earth.”
(Genesis 1:28)
What Jesus taught us in Ma*hew 5:3 & 4 relate to
us: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
Unfortunately, today the majority of humankind that
God created in His own image and likeness to worship comforted.” (NIV) What does this really mean? The
Apostle Paul tells us that the sorrow of the world
and glorify Him (Isaiah 43:21) don’t believe in Him. A
produces death, but the sorrow of the believer
survey shows that currently the number of Chrisans
worldwide is esmated at 2.2 billion. This means, about produces life. (2 Corinthians 7:10)
Connued on page 5
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Hide and Seek
“What are you doing here?”
Hiding, my Lord –
They’ve slain all the prophets with the sword.
I’m alone, afraid, there’s no place to stay –
They’re seeking my life; I, too, will be slain.
“Go forth, go out to the mountain and stand.
I’ll show you the workings of my mighty hand.”
I went. And behold, God was passing by;
The wind was so ﬁerce I scarcely survived.
The mountain beneath me was breaking apart –
I was sure God would do this to my heart.
Pull up the weeds, Lord; turn over the ground.
I wanted to thank Him, but He would not be found.
When the earth trembled, I thought I would fall,
But God was reseWng my foundaon wall.
Though it hurt, I knew my base would be sound.
I wanted to thank Him, but He would not be found.

Soon all around me ﬁre broke out.
I wanted to scream, but did not doubt
When the ﬁngers of ﬂame reached way down within –
Burning oﬀ the impuries of my sin.
I knew He was cleansing my life all around;
I wanted to thank Him, but He would not be found.
Then came the sound of a gentle blowing –
The Spirit if God, caressing, ﬂowing . . .
Filling my life ’ll I knew He was there,
Giving me guidance with every prayer.
“What are you doing here?”
Resng, my Lord.
Though many prophets were killed with the sword,
I know there are others who honor your Name.
I pray that my life would do the same.
--Liz Kimmel

(1 Kings 19: 3a, 8-9)

Are We Awake? connued from page 4

Before Christ came and freed us from the death penalty
that our ﬁrst human parents passed down to us, our
sorrow was concerning the physical world. But a4er
we are saved through Christ, although we are sll part
of the sorrow of the physical world, our sorrow has
become more of a spiritual sorrow. For us Chrisans, to
live is Christ and to die is gain (Philippians 1:21) but for
the unbeliever, it is death both ways. So, we mourn
for the loss of the unsaved soul, the type of mourning
that Jesus talks about- the Kingdom mourning which
produces life. We also mourn when we sin, and
our mourning or grief leads us to repentance and
forgiveness.
The fact that there are billions of people around the
world who sll live in darkness and when we Chrisans
are not making a diﬀerence as much as we should, it
grieves us. When we are unable to lead even our close

friends or family members to a full repentance and
salvaon, it grieves us. Each one of us has grievances,
whether they are personal or concerning others. I
personally grieve for not been able to lead one Muslim/
unbelieving Oromo to Christ out of thousands of them
who live here in the Twin Cies. We mourn when we
see that peace, love, harmony, unity, kindness, etc.
are diminishing because the world is not funconing
according to God’s original design.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, by always giving
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, let’s press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus
(Ephesians 5:20; Philippians 3:14). Amen!
--Marta Namarra
Oromo Chrisan Fellowship
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Insane? The Insanity of God and The Insanity church of four he labored to birth over years had been
killed in one day. ‘Why, Lord? What’s the point?’
of Obedience, by Nik Ripkin
Back in the US, he began to ask – “How does a church
survive, or even thrive in the context of persecuon?”
So he and his wife set out a plan to visit countries
known for persecuon to ﬁnd out. Six hundred
interviews later from back-dooring his way through
over 70 countries, he tells the stories of believers
around the world and how they face their unique
situaon in a persecuted locaon:
“In Russia, I learned that to some, persecuon was as
This two-part book series confronts the situaon of
persecuted Chrisans around the world – telling stories normal as the rising sun.”
of how they keep their faith… and why we are not
“In Ukraine, I learned that our Bible clearly explains
facing persecuon.
how persecuon will not cease. The goal, therefore,
From Siberia – a story of a pastor’s family that had their is not to reduce or eliminate persecuon, but to see
persecuon as God sees it … the inevitable result of the
home taken away, their children thrown out of the
obedience of His followers.” (page 23)
schools, and sent away by the government:
In the middle of the night, God woke up the deacon of a
church, and instructed him, “Get out of bed. Harness
your horse, hitch the horse to the sled, load up all the
extra vegetables that the church has harvested, the
meat and the other food that the congrega2on has
collected, and take it to that pastor’s family living
outside the village. They are hungry!”
The deacon said, “But, Lord, I can’t do that! It’s below
zero outside. My horse might freeze and I might
freeze!”

The Western path? We want to see the persecuon
stop, rescue the persecuted, punish the persecutors,
use democracy and civil rights to usher in a be*er era,
and raise ﬁnancial support to help the persecuted.
“The Bible doesn’t tell us to do this.”
“Believers in persecuon did not ask us to pray that
their persecuon would cease. Instead, they begged us
to pray that they would be obedient through their
suﬀering.” (page 34)

In an a*empt to build a manual on how to survive in a
persecuted environment, Nik found that his pages
The Holy Spirit told him, “You must go! The pastors’
contained hundreds of stories – of people who are
family is in trouble!”
so near to the Lord, that no methodology, no 5-Step
system, no manual was even possible. But incident
The man argued, “Lord you’ve got to know that there
are wolves everywhere. They could eat my horse, and if a4er incident of believers held closely by the hand of
God through the worst the enemy could throw at them
they do, they’ll then eat me! I’ll never make it back.”
gave him a more complete picture – a picture he
But the deacon said that the Holy Spirit told him, “You
painted for other persecuted Chrisans who were
don’t have to come back. You just have to go.”
encouraged by the arsc Hand of our Lord throughout
the
world.
So he did.
And we get to sit in the circle and listen - listen to the
Nik Ripkin spent 7 years planng churches in Malawi,
Insanity of God.
unl his family got so sick from malaria, they were
--David Pestel
shipped to South Africa. Working to reach the church in
South Africa, he felt their family ought to be reaching
The Insanity of God and The Insanity of Obedience
out with the gospel where it wasn’t known. Oﬀ they
By Nik Ripkin
went to serve in Somalia. Years later, they le4 Somalia
B+H Publishing – Nashville, TN – 2013 and 2014
– laden with loss, failure and heartache. The small
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Blessed Are the Persecuted
As Chrisans, we love to consider the blessings that
God promises us. Why wouldn’t we? The words bless
and blessing are used of God’s people dozens of mes
throughout the Bible. Ma*hew 5:3-12, The Beatudes,
is one of those passages, and we have been looking at
these blessings this past year. When we come to verses
10-12, however, we would rather edit these out of the
text. Who wants to talk about persecuon? Well, Jesus
did, so we must also. Persecuon is a normal part of
the Chrisan life. I will come back to that later.

is no greater good that we can receive. When we keep
this eternal perspecve, we will be able to do what
Jesus commanded at the beginning of verse 12, to
rejoice with exceeding gladness.

So, does verse 10 have anything to say to Chrisans
today? Absolutely! Again, there are two reasons for
this. First, the prophets were, as said, persecuted for
righteousness, the very thing, according to verse 6, for
which we are to hunger and thirst. If the prophets were
persecuted for calling their own people back to the
righteousness of the Law, what is likely to happen when
Chrisans call sinners to the righteousness of Christ?

All seven messages to the churches in Revelaon
chapters 2 and 3 warn, “…to him who overcomes…”,
and 2:10 says, “…Be faithful unl death, and I will give
you the crown of life.” The apostle Paul gave us the
example we need to follow, in 2 Corinthians 1:9,
“Indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves,
so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God, who
raises the dead.” Be ready, be blessed, and rejoice.

Now I return to my earlier statement, that persecuon
is a normal part of the Chrisan life. To American
Chrisans, that is a strange statement, because it really
hasn’t been a part of our lives. However, we have been
the great excepon. From the beginning of the church
unl now, persecuon has been, and connues to be,
At ﬁrst glance, it may seem that verses 10 and 11 speak an every-day occurrence for Chrisans around the
of the same people, but they don’t. Without geWng
world.
into the details of Greek grammar, I will just explain
that the word persecuted, as used in verse 10, refers to My concern is that, since it hasn’t been a part of
people who have already suﬀered persecuon. This
Chrisan life in America, most American Chrisans
suﬀering was for the sake of righteousness. Most likely, believe that it never will be. I don’t believe that to be
Jesus was speaking of the Old Testament prophets. I
true. 2 Timothy chapter 3 accurately describes many of
say this for two reasons. First, this was spoken at the
the condions in American society today, and America
very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, so no one had yet
is becoming less favorable to Chrisanity every day.
been persecuted for following Him. Second, the last
2 Timothy 3:12 says, “Indeed, all who desire to live
part of verse 12 gives us that context. The prophets
godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” American
had all been persecuted for calling Israel back to
Chrisans need to get spiritually prepared for
righteousness.
persecuon, or many will fall away, Ma*hew 13:20, 21.

The second reason brings us to verse 11. In no way did
Jesus imply that the persecuon of verse 10 would
never happen again. In fact, Jesus shi4ed His focus
from the past, “…those who have been persecuted,”
to His current audience and said, “Blessed are you
when…” Jesus let His followers know, from the very
beginning of His ministry, that there would come
mes WHEN they would be reviled, persecuted, and
slandered for following Him.

--Jack Michaelson

So where is the blessedness in persecuon? Remember
that the deﬁnion of blessed is more than just happy.
It really means being in the state or condion of the
highest good possible. Those who endure persecuon
for following Christ, have this promise from Him in
verse 12, “…for your reward in heaven is great.” There
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He Paid it All—All to Him I Owe
Can you imagine? You wake up in the morning and “Lo
and behold,” you are looking at Mary Magdalene! Well,
I got to see someone like Mary. Her name is Bindu. To
meet her was a heart-warming and thought-provoking
experience. Let me explain:
Let us meet Bindu. One ﬁne morning she joined us in
our usual morning family prayer me. Modestly
dressed, maybe 5’ tall, weighing about 115-120 lb, dark
complexion. As she parcipated in the Bible-reading we
all could feel the verses so real and meaningful. We
could feel the joy of the Lord in her tone and glow of
God’s blessings in her life.
She was born and raised in a Hindu family. She got
married to a young man the parents chose for her.
Some years ago she found that her husband had kidney
problems. They went to several temples and paid
homages for healing, but no cure. Finally she went to
this special temple and saw the priest. “Give all the
gold you have to this temple; then your husband will be
healed,” the priest said. She went back to her home
and took all the gold her parents gave her as part of her
dowry and gave to the temple. Months passed, no
healing. During this me Bindu and her husband were
able to hear the Good News and accepted Jesus as their
Savior and joined a gospel church.

Persecution . . .
life, but she and their children and others got beaten
up. Police came and warned the believers to go to their
homes and not to worship at that house any more. The
militants went home rejoicing with no punishment.
Believers did not receive any jusce.
God provided a rental place for the me being in
another village for them to worship. They are acve
members of that church, serving the Lord with joyful
hearts. Both are shining lights in their community and
workplaces and while commung on the bus to work.
Bindu and her husband Barth love God their Savior and
are gladly serving Him. She owes her life to Jesus, just
like Mary Magdalene (Luke 8:2-3; John 19:25). Bindu, a
simple ordinary woman was willing to lay her life down
for Him who paid it all. A “no fame saint”, Bindu.

Jesus Paid it All (by Elvina M. Hall)
I hear the Savior say,
Thy strength indeed is small;
Child of weakness, watch and pray,
Find in Me thine all in all.
Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had le4 a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.
Lord, now indeed I ﬁnd
Thy power and Thine alone,
Can change the leper's spots
and melt the heart of stone.

Eight years ago an opportunity came for a kidney
And when before the throne
transplant at Calicut medical college. She loved and
I stand in Him complete,
respected her husband so much, they took a bank loan
Jesus died my soul to save,
for his surgery ($25,000) against their ny home. They
my lips shall sll repeat.
could not meet the loan payments, so the bank decided
to foreclose on the house. Godly people heard about
Those who remember this meaningful song understand
and paid oﬀ the loan.
the value and cost of being a disciple of Jesus Christ. In
While they were at the hospital they stayed at “Home a narcissisc society “All to Him I owe” may not seem
“evangelically” correct. God has granted us to suﬀer for
of Hope”, part of Evangel Ministries in Kerala, India.
Him. (Philippians 1:29). “Rejoice, that you parcipate in
Physically and spiritually the staﬀ at “Home of Hope”
the suﬀerings of Christ” (I Peter 4:13). In a Chrisan
ministered to them and they were encouraged and
gathering I got to see two widows. Their pastor
upli4ed by the love and support. They went back to
husbands were killed right before their eyes.
their home town and connued to serve the Living
God.

To bear fruit is the calling.
One Sunday during worship me about 20 young men (Psalm.92:14). To have more seeds,
one seed must die to self. (John
came and disrupted the service, destroyed Bibles and
12:24). Let us keep praying for the
started physical abuse. Bindu noced that one man
coming toward her husband to beat him; she jumped in persecuted Chrisans around the
world.
between them to protect her husband and told them
--Kay Varghese
that he is a kidney transplant paent. God saved his
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. . . Around the World
Nepal
Growing up in the Midst of Persecu2on
It was the summer of 1988 (May 5th, 1988). I was
playing with my friends a4er Sunday school class in my
hometown (Dhangadhi, Nepal). I saw dozens of police
oﬃcers show up with guns and they began to surround
the church and ordered all believers to come out in
queue. I sensed that we were in trouble. That a4ernoon
my dad and other believers were put in police detenon for breaking the law of the country. Unl 1990,
Nepal’s law forbade sharing the gospel with people and
also gathering in a place to worship. Since my dad was
an employee of the Government of Nepal, he was
treated be*er than other believers. For almost a
decade (1980 – 1990), the Chrisan church went
through the persecuon phase from both the
government and Hindu fundamentalists.

started singing hymns and worship songs. And then
suddenly all of their chains were unfastened. They were
scared seeing what happened in front of their eyes
and they thanked the Lord Jesus for the miracle. That
incident reminded me the miracle which happened to
the Apostle Paul and Silas when they were praying in
Jail (Acts 16:25).

In those adverse mes, I saw the joy and hope among
believers and deﬁance of believers with the noon
“Who can separate us from the Love of Christ?”
(Romans 8:31-39). Today, those areas where believers
and churches encountered severe persecuon from the
government and local people have the highest church
growth. There are villages in those areas where the
enre populaon believes in the Lord Jesus. It is
believed that in last decade that Chrisanity has
During my childhood, I saw ﬁrsthand numerous
doubled in Nepal. So, I am really blessed to observe and
persecuon incidents where believers were thrown in
jail without bail for accepng the Lord Jesus throughout be part of the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in my
country Nepal.
Nepal. Accepng the Lord Jesus or sharing the gospel
used to cost their freedom and lots of mes Chrisans
Prayer Request: There are Hindu fundamentalists
were treated as social outcastes. I remember my
(80 % of Nepal’s populaon is Hindu) who are ﬂexing
friends and other believers were beaten up in police
their muscles with the moral and ﬁnancial support
custody and put in jail without any formal charges.
from Indian Hindu movement groups and current
Accepng Jesus meant losing everything ﬁnancially,
Hindu party-led Indian Government to redeﬁne the
socially, and in some cases even family.
constuon as a Hindu Country. If that happens, we
I recall one incident where 4-5 believers, who lived next will see the systemac persecuon against church and
believers increase.
to our city (Kanchanpur, Nepal), were picked up by
police without any warrant and thrown in detenon
--Samuel Shrestha,
without any oﬃcial charges. They were constantly
Himalayan Chrisan Fellowship
beaten up for the ﬁrst few days and then shackled in a
long chain in such a way that they were unable to
move. One night when they were crying with pain, they
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Haiti
Persecu2on and God’s Protec2on in Hai2
Our friend, Pastor Daniel Mulatre, Yollaine’s older
brother in Hai, has gone through much persecuon
and danger during his years as pastor of three large and
growing churches in the rural mountains of northern
Hai. Daniel’s wife’s parents were killed during the
polical crisis following the military coup in September,
1991, shortly a4er Yollaine arrived here in Minnesota.
The persecuon started in the Mulatre family before
Pastor Daniel or Yollaine were born. Daniel’s father
Henrilus Mulatre is a man who was a leader in his
church who helped the poor people and stood for
jusce. Such people usually have enemies who proﬁt
from corrupon and denying jusce to ordinary people.
When Yollaine was a baby, their enemies gave her
mother poisoned milk. Her mother had to be
hospitalized, but she recovered, as did Yollaine who
was nursing. It was God’s protecon.

Persecution . . . cont.
Another me they killed the family’s cow, and another
me Daniel’s horse. They ﬁlled a small box with voodoo
magic curse items and put it in the doorway of Daniel’s
house. His brother Paulius saw the box; they prayed
and were not harmed. God always protected Daniel.
In Hai most people have li*le vegetable and fruit
gardens. In order to kill Pastor Daniel, who o4en
tended his garden, the enemy who were voodoo
worshipers, stuck li*le bunches of poisoned sharpened
scks into the garden soil, hoping he would step on one
with his bare feet, be poisoned and die. But God
protected him. Although he did step on a bunch of the
scks with bare feet, and his leg swelled badly, he did
not die and recovered.
When all of this failed they decided the only way to get
to him was for one man to become a member of his
church and pretend to become a Chrisan. He would
then poison Daniel at the church meeng where dessert
and tea were served. Daniel’s wife warned him not to
accept this “convert,” as she had heard of the plan.
Daniel was not afraid. “God will take care of it all,” he
said. The man died a week before the meeng was to
happen. In fact, all of the wicked men in that man’s
family have since died.

Daniel grew up with his parents’ Godly values and
would help the people. When there was injusce, he
addressed it. He was well liked by the people. He tried
to eliminate the corrupon and so was hated by the
One me he had to go into hiding for three months or
policians, police, and army people and voodoo
more to avoid being killed during Hai’s military coup
worshippers who proﬁted by it. They wanted him dead.
crisis in 1991. God was there with him. So, although he
was not beaten, tortured, or killed as are Chrisans in
He o4en walked home for several miles along mountain
many other countries, he experienced the danger of
trails in the dark a4er evening church services in
being chased and the need to hide at mes. The
Lassaire, a market hamlet about three hours’ walk from
outcome is his tesmony of many miracles in his life,
his family’s home in Bois Pin (Pine Wood), also high in
and God’s protecon, as promised in Psalm 91:9-10:
the mountains. Some of his enemies hid in a valley near
If you say, “The LORD is my refuge, and you make the
the trail to a*ack and kill him. They saw him
Most High your dwelling, no harm will overtake you, no
coming, but as he came nearer, they saw something like
disaster will come near your tent.”
ﬁre that blinded them so they couldn’t see him pass.
They heard him singing a4er he had passed them safely.
Pastor Daniel’s churches are sll
Again the Lord miraculously protected him
thriving, despite a*empts to put
him down. He is connuing to
Another me they waited for him, large, sharp machetdo the Lord’s work in Hai, in
es in hand, but the man who passed by looked to them
humility, knowing it is God’s
like Daniel’s younger brother Paulius, so they did not
work and God’s calling on his life
a*ack. It was really Daniel, whom God again protected.
and knowing
that God will
They tried many mes to kill Daniel or to break his spirit
protect him for as long as God sees ﬁt.
by hurng his family. His wife, Madam Daniel, was
aﬄicted with an illness that resembled tuberculosis and
--Yollaine Mulatre-Eustache
hospitalized her for three months when their second
(Haian Chrisan Fellowship)
son Smith was a baby. It was an a*empt to kill her and
& Allan & Joan Bu*on
the baby, but God healed them both.
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How You Can Help Persecuted Chris2ans
In her arcle for the November 2007 LIFEline Jean
Swenson stated, “We in America may occasionally
experience a li*le ridicule, but few of us have suﬀered
to the point many of our brothers and sisters are
steadfastly enduring.”

You made blind men see. Now I am praying that You
would make seeing eyes blind.” God answered his
prayer and he was able to deliver all the Bibles,
beginning the inﬂux of God’s Word to Eastern Europe.

Today the “Open Doors” ministry, based in Santa Ana,
CA, has expanded to strengthen persecuted Chrisans
in over 60 countries. According to its 2016 World
There are many organizaons which are reaching out to Watch List the top 3 countries where Chrisans are
facing the most severe persecuon are North Korea,
persecuted Chrisans around the world (see pg. 19).
Iraq and Eritrea. Check it out at www.opendoorsusa.org
We would like to highlight three of them and give you
or
call 888.5-gBIBLE-5. To volunteer go to h*ps://
suggesons as to how you can be involved.
www.opendoorsusa.org/take-acon/volunteer/.
“Voice of the Martyrs” (VOM) is based in Bartlesville,
CEEDS (Center for Employment and Educa2on
OK. It was founded by Richard Wurmbrand, a
Development Services), based in St. Paul, MN, has
Romanian pastor, who spent 14 years in Communist
been established by our own Dr. Jusn Byakweli and
prisons. His crime was his fervent belief in Jesus Christ
and his public witness concerning his faith. The mission his assistant Pastor Mike Cikuru of the Democrac
Republic of Congo (DRC) to “come alongside refugees
of VOM is “serving persecuted Chrisans through
and immigrants from around the world to help them be
praccal and spiritual assistance and leading other
planted and to ﬂourish” here in America.
members of the Body of Christ into fellowship with
them.”
Please go to www.ceedsusa.org to ﬁnd out how you can
When my friends, Dan and Grace, volunteered at VOM be involved in this ministry through giving ﬁnancially
and donang goods and services. Contact Dr. Jusn
they had such a great experience at the Oklahoma
headquarters in the spring of 2015 that they went back Byakweli at 651-230-8957 or Pastor Mike Cikuru at
651-239-7581.
in November. They enjoyed working alongside other
volunteers in the Operaons Center and hearing fellow
believers from far-oﬀ countries share their inspiraonal When I spoke with Pastor Mike regarding those who are
helping persecuted people in the DRC he told me about
stories. To be a volunteer at VOM call 877-377-0302.
Dr. Denis Mukwege.
Besides volunteering and giving to VOM, Pray! Its
annual “Global Report” is a great resource for knowing Dr. Mukwege, a Congolese gynecologist, was born to a
what countries are experiencing the most hoslity. Also Pentecostal minister and his wife. He studied medicine
by downloading the VOM app on your Smartphone you because he wanted to heal the sick people for whom
his father prayed. He founded Panzi Hospital in Bukayu,
will be given the name of a country to pray for each
DRC, where he has become the world’s leading expert
day. Just go to www.persecuon.com/pray. Updated
prayer requests are also posted by email each week at in doing correcve surgeries on women aﬀected by the
www.icommi*opray.com. And Chrisan bookstores are war’s gang rape atrocies. A4er an assassinaon
a*empt in October 2012, Dr. Mukwege went into exile
now oﬀering “I Am N” VOM devoonals and prayer
journals to promote praying for persecuted Chrisans. in Europe, returning in January 2013 to the Panzi
hospital where he connues performing miraculous
surgeries.
For over 60 years “Open Doors” has worked in the
world’s most oppressive countries, empowering
As Christ-followers we must pray without ceasing
Chrisans who are persecuted for their beliefs. Back
for our persecuted brothers and sisters—for their
in 1955 its founder, Brother Andrew, discovered that
rotecon, and for their ability to stand ﬁrmly for
enre underground churches in Poland had only one
Christ in the face of torture and death. “Remember
Bible to share.
those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners,
and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were
Two years later he arrived at the Polish border with a
suﬀering.” (Hebrews 13:3 RSV)
car ﬁlled with Bibles. Knowing he would be arrested if
--Lynda Larson
the guards found them, he prayed, “Lord, in your Word
See page 19 for a list of resources for the persecuted church
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Rwanda
Blessed are those who mourn…
My journey toward acceptance
of my losses began some 22
years ago following the war in
my nave country of Rwanda. I
remember feeling like a small
leaf le4 alone on a branch of a
tree shaken by a strong sandy
wind from the desert. I was in
College in Dakar (Senegal). I
remember feeling a heavy
weight on my shoulders pushing
me down somemes. I also
remember going on my knees
and telling Jesus my Savior, who thankfully kept His
promise to never leave me, that my life was in His
hands. Somemes I was just mumbling and lacking
words to use except expressing anger and frustraon
regarding what was going on. I became numb.
It was also around those moments that I kept seeing
signs that actually God never took a break from His
work around me. In fact, He kept showing me signs that
He was listening to my cries, but I could not see them
because my mind was overshadowed by uncertainty
and my educaon. I was in my senior year of College,
thousands of miles away from my nave country and
had lost every possible contact with my family, friends,
and whatever news I had was not encouraging. It was
all things that can possibly be resulng from a war,
including loss of lives. It was diﬃcult to mourn many
lost lives at once.
I remember having all these dreams and excitement
about going back home to connue a project on
children with diabetes that I had just started. I was
already encouraged by Dr. Ornestra from the
Netherlands, who had been supervising me as his intern
during my praccum and also the Director of UNICEF,
with whom I got in contact during my internship. These
were just my earthly projects.
God had made a diﬀerent plan for me. I let Him lead
me. I learned how to listen and watch His signs. I did
not go back to Rwanda. The more I connued seeking
His wisdom to decode His voice, the more I found peace
in my heart. The heaviness of my desperaon and frustraon about mulple losses became lighter. It is His
promise that He will never forsake his people that kept
me going. Deuteronomy 31:8.

Mourning . . .
Coming to America was His plan, not mine. He has
blessed me with many things in many ways and used
His people in my favor. It is the feelings of belonging
and love that make me a whole and enable me to
thrive. Through tough mes I learned that God makes a
way where there doesn’t seem to be a way. I learned
that things like culture, language, race, class, and all
other human descripons are not God’s indicaon to
righteousness. Through this journey, I have learned to
listen, to wait, and watch God’s signs to fulﬁll my needs.
Those who were a*ending BCF in May of 1997
remember about our tesmony, speciﬁcally how
Ildephonse, my husband, and I were so thankful for
ﬁnding a place to worship our God. BCF quickly became
our family. This is just one of many countless needs that
God has already fulﬁlled while here in the US. Almost
19 years later, He had mulplied our household by two.
I see God’s everlasng love through my job as a
Psychotherapist. We thrive with his provision,
protecon, love, and comfort. “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted.” Ma*hew 5:4
--Speciose Sinyigaya

USA
Serving Those Who Mourn
As a hospice* nurse for ﬁve years I can say I am
acquainted with grief. Over my whole 34 years as a
nurse I spent me with hundreds of people grieving the
loss of a loved one, loss of abilies, loss of dreams of
how they thought life would be, or the impending end
of their lives here on earth. God used me to comfort
others and He enriched my life by allowing me to walk
with people in these mes.
I have lived a life of privilege compared to so many
people in the world. I grew up in suburban Minnesota.
My ﬁrst nursing job was at Bellevue Hospital in New
York City in 1971-72. God put me, a new Chrisan, in a
whole diﬀerent world. My ward was full of homeless
men with tuberculosis.. Almost enrely, they were
without hope, family, God. Our part of the hospital
was decaying. I worked, I
prayed, I cried. I saw God
work in the situaon and in
me.
Over the years I have
mourned the loss of my
parents, father-in-law,
grandparents, and our unborn
child. I have grieved over my
Connued on page 19
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. . . Around the World
Hope
God is love and He is personal. He loves me and He
loves the assembly of believers, the Church. This is one
of my go-to beliefs.
In December I was diagnosed with a chronic genec
disorder aﬀecng my blood and bone marrow-Polycythemia Vera for those interested in diagnoses.
This being said I have started a new journey in my
personal life.
I am not a writer or a storyteller, but God prompted
me to ask for the space to
share in this LIFEline on
"HOPE". It is early in my
new journey, but I have
been reading scriptures on
hope following a dream in
the early summer months of
last year. In the dream God
stated He would “put hope
in my hands for others.” At the me I thought it meant
one thing and now I believe it to have a richer meaning.

4.

5.
6.

and many tests.
I have asked for healing prayer and have been
praying for corporate miracles for over a year.
And have seen answers.
I have joined BCF’s corporate prayer mes more
o4en, praying for others and BCF.
I have been more intenonal in relaonships
with the BCF community friends, studying/reading
together. With two friends I let things get in the
way to cause separaon and now we are praying
and encouraging one another. Does this sound
basic or maybe o4en forgo*en?

I have come to believe hope grows out of faith. "In His
great mercy God has given me new birth into a living
hope through the resurrec2on of Jesus Christ from the
dead.” (1 Peter 1:3b)
Chuck Colson said, "Our hope is in the power of God
working through the hearts of people." We know God
works on the hearts of all people. Romans 5:3-5
outlines the path of a changed heart:
We rejoice in our suﬀerings because we
know that suﬀering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character, hope.
And hope does not disappoint us, because God
has poured out His love into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.

In my book club we read and discussed The Pilgrim's
Progress by John Bunyan (translated by Cheryl V. Ford).
Pilgrim was on his way to the “holy city”, and when
“Hopeful” joined his travels this made me think on the
I have a memory of my youth and it was recalled with
importance of hope in our lives when we follow a4er
June Hunt’s wring on hope as an anchor. She describes
Jesus Christ.
ﬁve diﬀerent anchors and ﬁve diﬀerent storms and
Then I began to read two diﬀerent books on hope. I am condions of the sea and the anchors’ usefulness.
sll reading and discovering from both of them: Lee
Using Lamentaons 3:24 “I say to myself, ‘The Lord is
Strobel’s The Case for Hope : Looking Ahead with
my por2on; therefore I will wait for Him’”.
Conﬁdence and Courage, and Hope: The Anchor to your
We have a call here at BCF to radiate life and joy as
Soul by June Hunt.
a house of prayer for all naons. Returning to the
A4er asking to write for this issue I was given the theme beatude “Blessed are those who mourn for they are
of Ma*hew 5:4, "Blessed are those who mourn, for
comforted". The comfort oﬀered in hope brings joy in
they are comforted." Wow, this blessed me. At this
living.
me I have so many thoughts and scriptures chasing
My next word for life I am guessing will be JOY.
around in my mind that it is a challenge to speak on
Romans 12:12 states, “Be joyful in hope, pa2ent in
hope.
aﬄic2on, faithful in prayer.” For all who know me I
So I want to share my process and the road I’m on.
have diﬃculty understanding Chrisan joy more than
Here is my list:
understanding hope. So the journey connues-- and in
1. I have started to ponder my faith beliefs, seeking
Genesis 15:1-18 God said He was Abram’s shield and
Gods love, encouragement and words through my great reward.
devoonal mes
2. I have stored up chocolate at my house with the
--Vicky Ellis-Myhrom
advent of a strict diet now in place; chocolate was
recommended.
3. I have a calendar ﬁlled with doctor appointments
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Mourning
You know how somemes you feel like the Holy Spirit is
speaking directly to you, like that word was tailor-made
for your ears at that me in that place? When I heard
Peg McCormick speak about mourning last February,
that’s what it was like. Like the resonance of a gong or
a bell being struck. YES, the Spirit said. THIS. FOR YOU,
BELOVED.
I hope this message helps to unlock unﬁnished
or stuck places in those who need to mourn
over any form of grief. I hope this message
communicates the necessity of mourning, and
it might actually give permission to those who
have wondered whether the sort of grief they
have experienced is valid or even worthy of
mourning. – (all indented quotes are from
Peg McCormick’s message)
A4er 11 years of ﬁghng with Federal Worker’s Comp, I
gave up. They were just going to keep treang me like
they thought I was trying to commit fraud instead of
simply seeking the help and treatment they had promised me to restore my health and abilies. I was not
going to get health or jusce. I was never going to
overcome, especially a4er 11 years of pain, insuﬃcient
sleep, further injuries and health declines, and my resulng worsening memory and cognive abilies. I
wanted that frustraon and discontent to end. I
thought it would be healthier for me to stop seeking
jusce in a place it would never be found.

Because I did not realize that I was (or should be)
grieving, I thought there was something wrong with me,
something broken because I was failing somehow. I
thought that the rage ambushes were because I lacked
self-control over my temper, that my propensity to
weep suddenly was just due to a dozen years of sleep
deprivaon. But when Peg spoke of her experience, I
resonated and realized, “Oh, I’m grieving.”
The ambiguity occurs when we're not quite
sure that we've lost anything. We just know
that something is painfully absent.. . . and we
ﬁnd ourselves with no capacity to retrieve or
recapture what we had, or to go aGer what we
never had. Mourning can feel ambiguous
when the wai2ng and the emp2ness and the
lack are outside of our power. We can't have
what we long for, and we can't save what has
died.
Trying to “tough it out,” trying to “be strong,” trying not
to acknowledge the truth of my loss and my weakness,
trying to ignore the need to be comforted: none of
these things improved my situaon at all.
It doesn't maHer where the grief came from;
we s2ll have to mourn. We s2ll have to go
there to be restored. As individuals, we have to
recognize that mourning is part of being a
whole person. If we won't see our own
brokenness, if it's not acknowledged, we can't
know the opposing joy.

We're afraid of losing control, afraid of
exposure, afraid of seeing things as they are,
afraid of the truth: that something really is
missing, something is absent, and that we are
broken and incomplete.

Acknowledging that I have lost (and what I have lost)
and that it is never coming back, leWng go of the hope
that things might improve and go back to the way they
were naturally, without a miracle, leWng myself really
face this and mourn it: these are the incredibly diﬃcult
When I stopped pursuing jusce, I thought things would things I have to work through in order to see the hope
of comfort I’ve been promised fulﬁlled.
improve. However, giving up on OWCP did not stem
the anger. I wanted to be done with the rage that
Whether we acknowledge it or not, we are in
would wash over me somemes and leave me feeling
mourning together.
like a bad Chrisan who just couldn’t “let go,” that I was
somehow holding onto the things I wanted desperately
We started this past season of Lent with a me of perto let go of (thought I had already let go of) that
sonal
and corporate lamentaon on Ash Wednesday.
seemed unwilling to let go of me.
We acknowledged our sin and brokenness, repented in
dust and ashes, and contemplated that we came from
Frozen grief is an inﬂexible, hardened place
dust and will return to it. We thought about how,
of compacted sadness and brokenness that
between our mes as dust, we experience suﬀering and
diminishes us spiritually, emo2onally, and
need to remember that our God suﬀered, too, and sll
rela2onally.
Connued on page 19
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Hope for Mourning
On Good Friday of 2015 my sister hung herself on top
of her NYC apartment building.
Since her death I have felt a bit like the stump in
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 4. Anything that
was growing remotely by my own strength has been
crushed, mulated and pulverized. I have been leveled,
rendered a mere stump. I receive my daily sustenance
from the drenching of heaven’s dew, which has
humbled me to the status of the beasts of the earth,
who, like man, live to die.

seed of the woman shall crush the serpent’s head.
Romans 16:20 says that “the God of peace will soon
crush Satan,” and 1 John 3:8 says “The Son of God
appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the
devil.” The crushing of the great accuser coincides with
the judgment and the restoraon of all things.

In Revelaon 22:16 Jesus refers to Himself as the Bright
Morning Star; He is the faithful witness (Revelaon 1:5)
who encourages us that the day of the Lord is dawning
when He will begin to make all things new. This is our
great hope! The veil of death, which has covered the
earth, will ﬁnally be swallowed up! Tears will be wiped
away, and the reproach of those forsaken, grieved,
It is here that I am nearest to God. It is through this life persecuted and rejected in this life will be removed.
event that I am experiencing my Creator, the God who The tesmony of our souls regarding the pain and
suﬀering of life will be: “Behold, this is our God for
fashions each breath I take, the God who is inmately
whom we have waited that He might save us. This is the
involved in every beang of my heart. I have no boast
but in Him. On dark days I am completely dependent on Lord for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be
His grace. This is a place of extreme weakness, but also glad in his salva2on.” (Isaiah 25:6-9) We will one day be
fully healed and restored, given resurrected bodies and
a place of such clear perspecve. Truly, though we as
be able to know the God for whom we have longed for
humans love to orchestrate and control our lives,
in faith.
insulang ourselves from need and pain, God alone
remains Sovereign and in control. It is He alone who
As we face pain and suﬀering in this lifeme, let the
gives and takes away.
words of the Apostle Peter give us perspecve:
In this you greatly rejoice, even though
Mourning draws the reality of death near to us.
now for a li*le while, if necessary, you
Regardless of whether we have been close to someone
have been distressed by various trials,
who has died or not, the handiwork of death and the
so that the proof of your faith, being
curse pronounced in Genesis 3 surround us. Creaon is
more precious than gold which is
dying, bound in curses that have yet to be reversed.
perishable, even though tested by ﬁre,
Violence seems to be increasingly prevalent, and the
may be found to result in praise and
culture and society that surrounds us seems to be
glory and honor at the revelaon of
rapidly moving away from godliness. We are all yet
Jesus Christ; and though you have not
barren of the greatest promises of God, namely that He
seen Him, you love Him, and though
would come and make His home with us, here, on the
you do not see Him now, but believe
physical earth. We live in an earth that is sll mourning
in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy
its own estrangement from its creator, and unless our
inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining
awaited messiah returns within the next 70 or so years,
as the outcome of your faith the
we will all die. This is reality, and it is meant to be
salvaon of your souls. (1 Peter 1:6-9).
mournful, at least in part.
Yet this is the context for the revelaon of our great
hope. Jesus clearly states that those who mourn are
blessed, for they receive comfort. We have a great
comforter, and a father of mercy who “comforts us in
all our aﬄic2ons,” for “just as the suﬀerings of Christ
are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant
through Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:3-7 NASB). Christ is
our hope of restoraon.
Encoded in Genesis 3 is the messianic promise that the

Suﬀering is promised,
(2 Timothy 3:12, Acts 14:22),
but a greater promise has
been revealed: “This is my
comfort in my aﬄic2on: Your
promise has given me life.”
Psalm 119:50 HCSB.
--Melanie Paurus
(pictured here with her sister)
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ministryL
LIFE
This Season of Beau2ful Grief
(Editor's note: We asked Peg McCormick to write the
following arcle for two reasons. First, we want to recognize
that she was aﬃrmed as a BCF Elder at our annual membership celebraon in late January. Second, she ministered on
the second Beatude (“Blessed are those who mourn, for they
will be comforted.”) in February 2015. We believe that you
will receive helpful insights from Peg's arcle below.)

another’s grief is in
anyway similar to a
grief we have known –
only then does
sympathy become a
shared grief.

Our culture is less
sympathec to
The current generaon of our church family is
mourning. It is not
experiencing an unfamiliar season. We’ve been well
a*racve like grief.
prepared, and we have been equipped for these days
American culture says
but a very tangible shi4 is occurring among us and this
“Have your tears but
experience is going to be collecve – we will go through
feel be*er tomorrow,”
it together and we will have shared responses – and it is
and get on with
going to be highly personal – we are releasing a pastor
things….Mourning takes me and western culture isn’t
who has been present in some of our most in2mate and
very tolerant of those who don’t bounce back quickly
life- shaping moments.
from an emoonal set-back.
Grief is expected now. We expect that feelings and
emoons will accompany this shi4 because even as
we understand raonally that our pastor is not really
leaving, we also know that once we have a new pastor,
that things can never be as they were. Oddly, our
pastor will sll be among us, yet we are saying
good-bye.

In addion, we are a culture that rewards proximity.
When people mourn, their world shrinks for a me.
It is very diﬃcult to reach out when our souls are
splinted and immobile. Being an acve member of a
community requires frequent reciprocal exchange.
People who are in mourning o4en enter a cave season,
so unfortunately, if that person exits the community for
even a short me, they may fall oﬀ of the radar (out of
How are we to reconcile our emoons when we are not
sight, out of mind). The phenomenon of corporate
really sure what it is that we have lost? When there is
mourning suggests that all will mourn but at diﬀerent
no real “end” or when the person or the thing that we
levels – some will be comfortable with public
“lost” is sll with us, how do we make sense of the
expressions of their grief and yet others may withdraw.
spontaneous tears and the very real ache of grief?
If we don’t learn, as a body, how to love people who
are in the cave, those people are likely to suﬀer even
Quesons like these provide explanaon for the
more from isolaon and rejecon. Just recently in our
necessity of mourning. Grief happens even when we
small group, our leader, Tom Oestreich did a “role call”.
do not invite it but when the ambiguity of grief is le4
We listed every person who was missing and made sure
unexplored and unprocessed; it can produce ugly
that we knew why they were missing. If we weren’t
by-products like oﬀense and anger, hopelessness and
sure, we made a plan to ﬁnd out.
depression.
For this reason, we have to create space for individual
and collec2ve mourning.
Our culture is sympathec to grief. The events that
cause grief are universal. Social media tells the stories,
photo uploads and Instagram give us faces that go
with the stories and video clips enable us to see and
experience the inmate life drama of people we don’t
even know. Grief accompanies those events and we
don’t have to give away much of ourselves to
acknowledge that something sad has happened.
Sympathy is one-dimensional unless the source of

David Wrote Psalm 142 when he was in the cave…. I cry
aloud with my voice to the LORD; I make supplica2on
with my voice to the LORD. I pour out my complaint
before Him; I declare my trouble before Him. When my
spirit was overwhelmed within me, You knew my path…
We are praised for being able to keep going and keep
moving despite personal pain. The world applauds
tough skin and “grit.” As the body of Christ we can’t
aﬀord to conform to these cultural values. We need
to defend me set aside to mourn losses, reﬂect,
contemplate and acknowledge new seasons. We need
to do this for ourselves and for each other. Without
Connued on page 19
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Fun page for Fun kids

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN . . .
Unscramble each of the clue words which have something to do with mourning.
Copy the le*ers in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number to reveal a
wonderful promise that Jesus made to us all.

ACH

RA

TNE

FO

SS

ND

HEL

EMB

CTI

NCE

ER

PER

SE

REV

REM

AF

TE

WI

ON

FLI

7 LITTLE WORDS:

(USE THESE LETTER GROUPINGS TO FIND THE 7
WORDS THAT MATCH THE 7 CLUES)
CLUES:
SOLUTIONS:
ANSWERS:
1. Without ending
7 le*ers
______________________________
2. One who gives assistance
6 le*ers
______________________________
3. Brings to mind
11 le*ers
______________________________
4. A person who gives tesmony 7 le*ers
______________________________
5. A cause of pain
10 le*ers
______________________________
6. To dispatch a messenger
4 le*ers
______________________________
7. To impart knowledge
5 le*ers
______________________________
Who do these words remind you of? You can look in John 14:16, John 14:26, John 15:25, and 1
Corinthians 1:4. __________________________________________

Page 17

Page 18

How You Can Help Persecuted Chris2ans connued from page 11

RESOURCES IN SUPPORT OF THE
PERSECUTED CHURCH
Advocates Interna2onal
www.advocatesinternaonal.org
Arab World Ministries
www.awm.org
Bible League
www.bibleleague.org

CEEDS
www.ceedsusa.org
Chris2an Freedom Interna2onal
www.ChrisanFreedom.org
Chris2an Solidarity Worldwide
www.cswusa.org
Open Doors USA
www.opendoorsusa.org
Opera2on Mobiliza2on
www.om.org

Strategic World Impact
www.swi.org
The Bible Site
www.thebiblesite.org
Voice of the Martyrs
www.persecuon.com
World Relief
www.worldrelief.org
World Watch Monitor
www.worldwatchmonitor.org

Serving Those Who Mourn connued from page 12

God has been faithful through each me of mourning. He has comforted me and then used me to be a
vessel to give His comfort to someone else. He does
that with ALL of us who believe in His great goodness
This Scripture is very important to me:
and mercy.
Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have
--Nancy Spika
hope: Because of the Lord's great love we are
not consumed, for His compassions never *Hospice is a program giving care and support to people in
fail. They are new every morning; great is Your the last months of their lives. We also support and teach
faithfulness. Lamentaons 3:21-23
families caring for their family member (usually in their own
health changes and limitaons. I have shared the grief
of family and friends. I have so many mes mourned
the loss of people I only know through the news.

homes).
Mourning connued from page 14

suﬀers with us today.
We are saved by hope.
We need to acknowledge that grief and mourn, to take
that me and do that work, so we can move on and
look forward past the darkness of Palm Sunday and
Good Friday and that indescribable Saturday to the
glorious Sunday when suﬀering and grief crashed hard

into redempon, and the
whole world changed.
Blessed were they who
mourned, for they were
comforted. Blessed are
we who mourn, for we
will be comforted.
--Kimberly Eridon

This Season of Beau2ful Grief connued from page 16

this provision of grace over our mental and spiritual
health, our souls, over me, can become rigid and
emoonally paralyzed.
If a limb doesn’t get full range of moon for even a
few hours, it gets sﬀ. To be healthy our souls need
to experience full range of emoon. That means
exuberant joy and deep sorrow. Our souls need to
reach high and bend low.
A full range makes us supple….kind of… spiritually
graceful. The range gives us capacity to experience the

restora2ve inhaling. It’s the expansion of our lungs
with breath a4er all breath has been exhaled.
We are together in this beau2ful season of grief. We
are in mourning together. We wait for Home together.
We submit to the pain of reﬁnement together, we say
goodbye to the ones who go before us. We wait for
Jesus to return (we miss Him), but how beauful that
we are a family – imperfect but intact. Durable and
ready. Weeping and dancing into this next season.
--Peg McCormick
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ken’sKORNER
A Teaching Model for the Persecuted
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
--MaHhew 5:10
As I approach this Beatude, one of the featured
themes in this LIFEline issue, I ﬁnd myself wondering
what I, having never really experienced persecuon,
might say about it. I remember my earliest introducon to persecuon in modern mes. It was probably
late 1960 when I saw a ﬁlm that showed Chrisans
risking their lives to go from their homes in what was
then known as East Berlin, Germany, to church
meengs in West Berlin. My heart was deeply moved
by this expression of their commitment to Jesus.
Within a year of the me I saw that ﬁlm, beginning
in August 1961, the Berlin Wall was erected and
eﬀecvely stopped Chrisans in East Berlin from
engaging in any public expression of worship. For the
next three decades, I o4en read or heard reports
about Chrisans who lived in Communist-controlled
naons and suﬀered for their faith in Jesus. Chrisans
in many of those naons—at least in Eastern Europe—
began to enjoy a reprieve from severe persecuon in
the late 1980s and early 1990s. However, Chrisans in
many other naons have connued to suﬀer because
of their love for Jesus.
For many years now, God has blessed BCF with people
who have come to the United States from naons
where they have been persecuted. In 2012 I had the
privilege of vising with Daniel Gudu, pastor of Oromo
Chrisan Fellowship, about the polical, economic, and
religious oppression he and other Oromo Chrisans
suﬀered in their homeland of Ethiopia. He told me how
the Marxist-Leninist government closed all churches
except Orthodox Churches, forcing churches such as
his to worship under trees and wherever they could.
His parents were jailed three months when he was
very young.
In the last few years, I have been deeply challenged
by the way many Chrisans have modeled true
commitment to Jesus when they have come under the
brutal atrocies performed by the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). Faced with the choice to
renounce Jesus and live or to hold fast to Jesus and
die, they have indeed followed Christ's words:
“Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for me will ﬁnd it.” (Ma*. 16:25)

As I consider these and many other grievous pictures
of persecuon around the world, I sll wonder what
words of value I can add to a discussion of this painful
reality that so many Chrisans suﬀer. However, I
would like to share one insight that I believe God
has shown me. In late January my daily Bible reading
included Jesus' teaching in Luke 6:27-28: “But I tell you
who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for
those who mistreat you.”
Jesus told all who are persecuted—all who have
enemies and are hated, cursed, or mistreated—to
respond to perpetrators of evil with love, goodness,
blessing, and prayer. His words apply to those who
suﬀer very overt, cruel expressions of persecuon in
places far removed from our Twin Cies and also to
those of us who may face subtle expressions of evil
from those who have rejected the authority of biblical
truth in our world. He calls each of us to follow Him in
this.
Not only did Jesus tell us what to do. He also modeled
it for us when he suﬀered injusce at the hands of His
naon's religious leaders, the excruciang pain of a
Roman ﬂogging, and the most ignominious, torturous
death of His day, death on a cross. He did it because
He loved the very people who cooperated to bring
about His death—and also because He loved you and
me. As He hung on the cross, suspended between
heaven and earth, He suﬀered the punishment we all
deserve to suﬀer for our sins. And on the third day He
rose from the dead to give us the certain hope of
eternal life.
Is it possible for us to obey Jesus' call to love our
enemies, do good to those who hate us, bless those
who curse us, and pray for those who mistreat us?
Simply stated, we can't—by our own frail ability.
However, if Jesus lives and rules in our hearts, He gives
us His divine power to respond to workers of evil with
the same kind of love that took Him to the cross two
thousand years ago.
Does Jesus live in you? If He does not, you can open
your heart to Him today. As you turn from sin and
place your trust Him, you will receive His forgiveness
and the grace to respond to persecuon like He did.
And, in the words of Ma*hew 5:10, the kingdom of
heaven will be yours.
--Ken Holmgren
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