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MONTHLY THEME:
The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with the recent sermon series on the Beatitudes.
We trust you will be blessed as we revisit the admonition of the Lord that
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”

Walking in the A erglow of the Beatudes

A

s we begin walking the journey God has for us
in 2016, we at BCF have the privilege of walking
in the a erglow of God's gracious ministry to us in
preceding years. This ministry has o en come to us
through sermons that are themed around various sec'ons of Scripture and speak very directly to our hearts.
One sermon series that provided rich ministry to us
in 2015 was “Favor-Full: Living the Fullness of God's
Favor.” In February and March, Pastor Jim and four
other servants of God helped to open our understanding of the very impac3ul truths Jesus taught us in the
eight Bea'tudes in Ma4hew 5:1-10. This year, our six
bimonthly LIFEline issues will reconsider these pithy but
powerful declara'ons of blessing and favor for those
who choose to follow Jesus with what appears to be an
upside-down faith.
In this LIFEline we are looking at the fourth Bea'tude:
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be ﬁlled” (Ma4hew 5:6). When
Mishawn Gudipa', our Big House Director, ministered
on this verse, she explained that to hunger and thirst
for righteousness is to say yes to Jesus. It is staying in
the sound of our heavenly Father's voice and obeying
Him. It is looking always to Jesus with faith in His
promise that everything else will follow. We trust that

the ar'cles in this LIFEline will help you grow in your
hunger and thirst for Jesus.
Throughout 2016 we will feature the other seven
Bea'tudes as follows.

 March-April: “Those who mourn…” (Ma4hew 5:4)
and “Those who are persecuted because of
righteousness...” (Ma4hew 5:10)
 May-June: “The poor in spirit...” (Ma4hew 5:3) and
“The merciful...” (Ma4hew 5:7)
 July-August: “The meek...” (Ma4hew 5:5)
 September-October: “The peacemakers...”
(Ma4hew 5:9)
 November-December: “The pure in heart...”
(Ma4hew 5:8)
We believe the Lord Jesus desires to con'nue to pour
out His favor and blessing on our BCF family in 2016,
just as He did in 2015. Our prayer is that each LIFEline
issue this year will help you to experience more of
God's love and goodness in your daily life.
--Ken Holmgren

MONTHLY SCRIPTURE:

Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in abundance.
Isaiah 55:2b
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pastor’sPAGE
2016: A Year to Thrive

A

s some of you may know, I have o en said that if I
was not called to be a pastor I would love to be a
gardener. I love to watch things grow and ﬂourish,
whether it be plants or people! That is why I am so
excited about this year: 2016: A Year to Thrive
Our theme scriptures for this year are:
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not
wither—whatever they do prospers. Psalm 1:3
But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose
conﬁdence is in him. They will be like a tree planted by
the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does
not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It
has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to
bear fruit. Jeremiah 17:7-8
Both speak powerfully and prophe'cally about both the
process and product of thriving. Here are some of the
elements involved.
 Roots
In plants and in people the health of the roots has a
direct impact on the overall vitality of the plant or the
person. In order for us to grow vigorously we must have
our roots go deep into the soul of God’s Word and the
water of the Spirit. When I was a child we learned a
simple Sunday School song that said, “Read your bible
every day and you will grow, grow, grow!” Simple and
true.
In the context of both our theme scriptures, Psalm 1 and
Jeremiah 17, the waters contrast the one who trusts in
man instead of trus'ng in God. For the one who trusts
in man, the end result is withering and destruc'on.
However, for the one who trusts in God, the result is
vitality even when there is heat and drought. When
'mes of trial, tes'ng, and tempta'on come, let it cause
our roots to go down ever deeper into the soil of His
Word and the water of His Spirit.
 Leaves and Fruit
A plant or a person that is ﬂourishing will have an
abundance of leaves and fruit. In Ezekiel 47:12 the
prophe'c word says that “our fruit will serve for food
and our leaves for healing.” The person whose life in

God is vibrant will inﬂuence and impact lives, bringing
both healing and sustenance to those around them.
In the gospel of John, chapter 15, Jesus speaks extensively about lives that are fruit-bearing. He reaﬃrms the
reality that we cannot bear fruit unless our roots are fully
abiding in Him. He then reﬂects on the progression he
intends for our lives, that we will not only bear fruit,
but more fruit, then much fruit, and ﬁnally fruit that will
remain. In order for that progression to happen, he says,
we must submit to the process of pruning.
When I was growing up we had an apple tree in the
backyard of our home. As a teenager I became interested in gardening and read up on how to prune an apple
tree to get the greatest harvest. The instruc'on was to
prune it back dras'cally un'l you could literally throw a
hat through its branches without the hat geLng caught
on a branch. So I did as instructed and the tree looked
terribly bare! But the next year there were more apples
on that tree than we could have imagined, far more than
we had ever had or ever expected. All it took was an
inten'onal and intensive pruning. In the same way the
Lord desires to do that inten'onal and intensive pruning
in our lives so that we might bear much fruit that will
remain.
 Prosper
The end result of this process is that we will ﬂourish in
the seasons as our life in God progresses. As I personally
enter into a new season of ministry at the age of 56, and
as we as an 85 year-old congrega'on enter into a new
season together, I am deeply encouraged by the words
of Psalm 92:12-15.
The righteous will ﬂourish like a palm tree,
they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon;
planted in the house of the Lord,
they will ﬂourish in the courts of our God.
They will s(ll bear fruit in old age,
they will stay fresh and green,
proclaiming, “The Lord is upright;
he is my Rock,
and there is no wickedness in him.”
Let’s THRIVE!
—Pastor Jim
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Theme Artwork - 2016: A Year to Thrive
od has blessed Bethel Christian Fellowship with incredibly gifted artists who pray into the message
of the annual theme each year and produce wonderful artwork that blesses and encourages us
throughout the year. Thank you Julie and Greta for making yourself available to be used in such a
visible way. And thanks to Liz for her verbal expression of the theme.

2016 Banner
created by:
Julie Thompson

2016 Theme Poem
written by:
Liz Kimmel

Psalm 1

2016 Bulletin
created by:
Greta Sandquist
If you missed the 2016 Theme
Message given by Pastor Jim
on January 10th, you can
download it at:
www.betheltwincies.org.

Who should we listen to?
The godly, and wise.
How should we walk?
With wide-open eyes.
What should delight us?
The word of the Lord
To think on it day and night
brings great reward
This is the way that
We prosper and thrive
We’re just like the trees
That are fully alive
Our roots go down deep
To the waters below
And the open heavens
Help us to grow
The fruit that we yield
Is for all to enjoy
And the blessings from God
Nothing can destroy
The trials of each day
Will not hinder our lives
God’s word surrounds us
And makes us to thrive.
He’s carefully watching
His righteous ones
How blessed are the people
Who trust in His Son
© Liz Kimmel

Prophetic Word received 11/2/15:
Next year will be a pivotal year. Things and people will be moved into place and many changes will happen.
There will be a thrus'ng forward of God's plan and purposes. Those things that have been holding people back
will be removed. There will be a certain and measured amount of shaking, orchestrated by the Spirit. This will
not be a 'me to hold back or a 'me to fear. It will be a 'me of reposi'oning. And as things and people move
into place, a new ﬂow of the Spirit will come forth. —Denise Curley
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Don’t Waste Your Life, by John Piper
We are each given one life. How can we avoid was'ng
it? A good start is by prac'cing this LIFELINE’s theme—
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be sa(sﬁed. John Piper’s powerful
li4le book, Don’t Waste Your Life, shepherds us even
deeper into this quest.
Piper reveals:
It was becoming clearer and clearer that if I wanted
to come to the end of my life and not say, “I’ve
wasted it!” then I would need to press all the way
in, and all the way up, to the ul(mate purpose of
God and join him in it. (p. 27)
Piper claims that three things will keep us from was'ng
our lives:
 Glorifying God
 Finding our joy in Him
 Helping others do the same by sharing the gospel
with them.

Him are related:
It has become clearer that God being gloriﬁed and
God being enjoyed are not separate categories.
They relate to each other not like fruit and animals,
but like fruit and apples. Apples are one kind of
fruit. Enjoying God supremely is one way to glorify
Him. Enjoying God makes Him look supremely
valuable. (p. 28)
Throughout the book Piper emphasizes God’s passion
for the lost and the importance of proclaiming Christ
though both our lives and words. He warns against
watering down the gospel:
Christ must be explicit in all our God-talk. It will not
do, in this day of pluralism, to talk about the glory
of God in vague ways. God without Christ is no God.
And a no-God cannot save or sa(sfy the soul. Following a no-God—whatever his name or whatever
his religion—will be a wasted life. God-in-Christ is
the only true God and the only path to joy. (p. 38)

Because we are engaged in a ba4le, Piper encourages
us to pursue a “war'me lifestyle,” which implies a great
Piper, wri'ng as someone giving fatherly advice, invites and worthy cause for which to sacriﬁce all.
...the stakes of this conﬂict are higher than any
us into his own experience:
other war in history; they are eternal and inﬁnite:
Glorifying God may mean nothing to you. That’s
heaven or hell, eternal joy or eternal torment
why I tell my story in the ﬁrst two chapters, called
(Ma9hew 25:46) (p. 111)
“Created for Joy.” It was not always plain to me
that pursuing God’s glory would be virtually the
same as pursing my joy. Now I see that millions of He cau'ons that glorifying God, ﬁnding your greatest
joy in Him, and spreading the gospel will not be easy:
people waste their lives because they think these
If you live gladly to make others glad in God, your
paths are two and not one. (pp. 9,10)
life will be hard, your risks will be high, and your joy
will be full. This is not a book about how to avoid a
Piper explains what it means to glorify God. Glorify is
wounded life, but how to avoid a wasted life.
like the word beau(fy, which means to add more
(p. 10)
beauty to something; but since we cannot add more
glory or beauty to God, a be4er word might be magnify.
However, we are not to magnify God like a microscope,
making something 'ny look greater than it is. Rather,
we are to magnify God like a telescope, making
something unimaginably great look like what it really is.

The book is well documented, scripturally sound, and
very prac'cal, including excellent chapters on taking
risks and glorifying God in one’s voca'on. Although
Piper occasionally wanders, con'nuing to the end of
this book will not be a waste of your 'me.
Remember, you have one life. That’s all. You were
made for God. Don’t waste it. (John Piper)

Piper asserts we should magnify God in every area of
our lives:
We waste our lives when we do not pray and think
--Jean Swenson
and dream and plan and work toward magnifying
God in all spheres of life. God created us for this: to
live our lives in a way that makes him look more like Crossway Books, 2003
the greatness and the beauty and the inﬁnite worth 191 pages
Free PDF version online at
that he really is. (p. 32)
h4p://cdn.desiringgod.org/pdf/
Piper also explains how glorifying God and deligh'ng in books_dwyl/dwyl_full.pdf
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Ma-hew 10:16
Behold, I send you forth as sheep among the wolves;
therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and innocent as doves.
-paraphrase of KJV and NIV

Some'mes a verse strikes us in a par'cular way. It
holds a special meaning, and transcends the pages of
scripture to speak to us personally. Ma4hew 10:16
helps me sort out an important current of events and
ideas about my life.
In my youth, I was haunted by nightmares with
shadowy characters who were trying to get me. My
family would try to protect me, but, in my dream, they
were des'ned to fail every 'me. I became convinced
that the best inten'ons of the best people in the world
were no match for the malicious forces of the world, as
“real life” couldn't conquer my subconscious peril.
When I learned about the Devil, I blamed him for this
spiritual warfare.
As I passed through my adolescent years, I was further
convinced that the safety and security of the world
around me was a guise against the undercurrents of
human nature. Like many teens, I was disenchanted
with the faults of the leaders and authori'es of my
world. I grew skilled at recognizing errors in people and
ideas. I came to dislike the importance of happiness in
culture, feeling that it was a tragic deceit.
Eventually, I recognized a passage which speaks to
these diﬃcul'es. For me, there are three dis'nct ideas
that resound with me each 'me I read the verse:
“I am sending you out as sheep among wolves...”
Whether we are born an orphan of an impoverished,
war-torn na'on or the only child of do'ng parents in
North Oaks, humans are confronted by the same fate
inherent in our sin nature: we are vulnerable,
dependent, and sinful beings. We may need to ﬁght for
our survival, as actual sheep among wolves, or we may
need to strive for the integrity of our character in an
environment of tempta'on, happiness, and iniquity,
but human existence demands that we face challenges
and struggle against dangers which could destroy us.
It drives home the simple point that we depend on a
greater power to prevent our destruc'on. It isn't
necessarily easy to come to terms with this dependence
on God, but it is not a choice, because self-dependence
isn't feasible for sheep, and the role of the wolf is far
worse over 'me.
“Therefore, be shrewd as snakes...”

simplicity of a child obeying the rules; we need to be
highly aware of and mentally engaged with the world
around us. To me, this makes clear that although Jesus
encouraged us to have the strong faith of children,
He s'll commended us to keep our wits about us and
u'lize our intelligence. Jesus never reprimanded anyone for trying to think through the issues of their lives.
This brief por'on of the verse powerfully aligns with my
experiences by its par'cular command to use wisdom
(or to “be shrewd”, “weary and wise”, depending on
your transla'on). Many people address problems with
their intelligence or with analysis. Others are clever
and out-bluﬀ opponents in life. This command suggests
that we achieve the best solu'ons through wisdom,
combining all of the virtues of the mind with our
experiences, faith, and humility to arrive at the best
answer. In using the image of a serpent, Jesus reminds
us that being shrewd is not the same as being good.
Wisdom is only the skill that is extolled. Its importance
is as a key to success, not as our goal itself.
“...and (be) as innocent as doves.”
I men'oned before that it was important to be sheep
rather than wolves, and this last phrase reminds us that
striving toward innocence and virtue is the goal.
Happiness found in the sa'sfac'on of our greed is not
sa'sfying in the end. Cleverness, survival, and success
only ﬁnd their value within the context of a life lived
within the purpose and service of things uncorrupted
by sin. So, we con'nue to exist as sheep rather than
being, at heart, like wolves. Sheep protect each other
and resist the tempta'ons of wolves. They do not
scapegoat one another (please excuse the pun) to protect themselves. They cannot work for the same goals
as wolves, because innocence is incompa'ble with the
greed and destruc'on of the appe'tes of the wolves.
As a whole, this passage is a great challenge to me, but
also a comfort. Our posi'on in the world is fraught with
perils, and there are many demands on our wits to
accomplish the work God had for us here, but we are
rewarded in our rejec'on of the comforts and false
safety that can be found in the world. Wherever we
live in our lives, we have the same responsibili'es to
each other and to God.
Arriving at Bethel, it was explained to me that we desire
as a community to be a force rather than a fortress for
God. That resonated with me. Intrepid sheep can be a
force for great good in our world.
--Benjamin Mason

Being dependent on God does not grant us the
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One Million Stories...

round a million people immigrate to the U.S. each abandon the infant. They would take a bath, and keep
year, and tens of thousands are refugees.
running to survive.

Each refugee has a unique story to tell. From our
Bethel family, Valerie Mouloungui and Elodie Sagaluke
are able share part of their journey through a set of
interviews with Pastor Jus'n transla'ng from French
and Swahili.

There were many families running with us. We were
running from soldiers, but also toward soldiers coming
from Gabon, and both were commiLng atroci'es
toward us. Once we crossed into Gabon, though, there
was no going back home because of the war.

V123453 M672678975

In Gabon, we were greeted by some soldiers who
provided plas'c tarps for shelter. Although they were
helping us rese4le, they also took advantage of us. We
spent a week in Gabon without further food or shelter
before we met a group from the U.N. with water. We
then received a weekly s'pend of food each Monday
per family. It was like that for many years while in
camp. We started working for the locals to earn more
food. We worked hard labor at local farms for a small
share of the crops. My husband worked with doctors
during childbirth to help with deliveries. He was able to
work in the nearby city clinic, but was paid very li4le as
a refugee, so I also found work cleaning homes outside
the camp.

I lived in Congo-Brazzaville
when the civil war started
in 1997.
In the morning, we were
geLng ready to go to
work and didn't know
what was about to
happen. We were in the street, and saw a soldier
running, waving his gun around. We ran into the
woods – me, my husband and two children – shaking
from fear of whatever was happening. We went to
hide, because bullets were ﬂying everywhere. We
followed a crowd of people through the woods, not
knowing what direc'on we were going or having a
plan. We le with nothing – just the things we had
with us for our day. We didn't go back to our home.
We took the road to Gabon (a close neighboring
country). We were confused by two kinds of soldiers
we encountered: some were called the Ninja (a mili'a
ﬁgh'ng on the side of the government), and others
were called the Cobras (an opposing mili'a). Some
soldiers urged us toward the border (with Gabon),
but we crossed paths with soldiers from both sides as
we were ﬂeeing. Many soldiers killed the men of the
families, and beat and raped the women. Some
women and children were taken into slavery and
exploited.
We ran through the bush on foot for three weeks
before reaching Gabon. We had no food. Our feet
swelled because we were always moving and had no
shoes. There were mosquitoes and it would get cold.
We met soldiers o en, and they would violate and take
advantage of us. At night, we lay in the bush without
caring about snakes, bugs or any other pest. Women
would give birth on the street (while on the run) and

We started the process to rese4le through UNHCR
(United Na'ons High Commissioner for Refugees) to a
third country. My husband became sick and died in
Gabon while we were wai'ng for rese4lement. This
tragedy delayed our rese4lement even longer because
our family size had changed, and it took almost three
more years to move. We were in Gabon for seventeen
years in the refugee camp.
When I came to the U.S., I was lost and confused. I
cried day and night, and wanted to go home. I was so
isolated. My stove and fridge didn't work. We had
trouble taking care of (my daughter) Detch's baby with
diapers, etc. I wanted to go to Nebraska, where I heard
there was someone else from Congo, or go home. It is
painful to be in this country and to be alone.
I was lucky when I met Pastor Jus'n. We ate a meal all
together, and he helped us with groceries, a welcome
basket, clothes, and those things. He helped clean and
organize. Pastor Jus'n is our family here, and we thank
God for touching his heart.
Valerie has been studying English and has trained for
housekeeping work in Saint Paul.
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When you are from
Congo, you know about
the war and how we
ﬂed to be refugees. We
don't like to bring it up
and talk about it. It
makes me overcome
with emo'ons that are
too intense! With the
gang rape, the violence and atroci'es, we are too
ashamed to talk about it. We have an unspoken story,
as women who have ﬂed the war. To speak about it
opens old wounds.

(Center for Employment and Educa'on Development
Services) for advice and help. We feel really happy and
we thank God and feel we are in a family here, with a
parent and rela'ves. Also, in joining a church, we are in
a big
family.
Elodie has been working part-(me during the day and
goes to school in the evenings.

End Note
Over the past year, interna'onal news services have
told of UN inves'ga'ons into abusive conduct by
peacekeeping troops in African na'ons. Our refugees
can tell you that it is the 'p of the iceberg, and the
Even in Uganda, where we ﬂed to be refugees in
horrors of war persist on the ground and in memory.
October 2012, those who were supposed to protect us Telling these stories is diﬃcult, and requires courage
also abused us. Life in the camp was a tough life. There from those who lived through these ordeals. If the
was abuse and corrup'on. Even people who were
overwhelming nature of these details leaves us with
supposed to accept the paperwork for (UNHCR)
li4le to say in response to our refugee neighbors, we
rese4lement wouldn't help without being bribed.
can at least express that we are happy they are here
We refugees didn't have the money to pay them.
with us.
Some'mes they accepted something else, but they
--Benjamin Mason
were abusive and took advantage of us for anything
they would do.
At one 'me, many of us in the camp wanted to go back
to our home country rather than suﬀer in the camp.
(As many as 250 refugees a4empted to cross Lake
Albert from the Kyangwali se4lement, but 98 were
conﬁrmed drowned when one of the boats capsized).
That's what happened. But we thank God, because
when we were without hope, Pastor Jus'n visited our
camp. For us, it was like an angel came from Heaven.
He gave them le4ers and processed paperwork to help
us have what we needed to escape the abuse of the
camp. When I ﬁnally made it to the U.S., Pastor Jus'n
and Pastor Mike met me at the airport. The next day,
they delivered household items (furniture, blankets,
necessi'es, etc.). They drive us to get groceries and
places we need to go. They
help us understand our mail
and paperwork. He helps us
to ﬁnd places to study and
learn English and get a job.
We le our family back in
Africa. Everything we need
to deal with and all our
needs, we go to CEEDS

For He will deliver the needy who cr out,
the aﬄicted who have no one to help.
He will take pit on the weak
and the needy
and save the needy om death.
He will rescue them om
oppression and violence,
For precious is their blood in His sight.
Psalm 72:12-14
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Alpha Again!

I

remember the ﬁrst 'me I got invited to church—it
was horrible. Over the course of my sophomore and
junior years in high school, I had slowly and cau'ously
embraced faith in Christ. But I didn’t want to a4end a
church. I ﬂatly refused. I told God, “I’ll do this whole
Jesus thing, but I’m not going to do the church thing.
And You can’t make me!” I had been raised in a totally
secularized family and environment, and I had had zero
exposure to any Chris'ans, anywhere. I had never set
foot in a church in my life, and I didn’t want to get
started. I was terriﬁed of these Chris'ans. They all
seemed like the worst sort of people, at least based on
what I could tell from media portrayals of them.
Except for Suzanne. She was a girl in my English class
who was the smartest person I knew. But she was a
Chris'an. It just didn’t make sense.

“What’s Alpha?” you ask?
Alpha is short class (only 8
weeks) that introduces people
to Chris'anity. Each night
centers around a diﬀerent
ques'on like, “Is there more
to life than this?” or “Why did
Jesus die on the cross?” Guests come once a week,
enjoy a delicious meal, watch a short video or a live
talk about the ques'on of the night, and then have a
free-range discussion about the ques'on. When I say
“free-range,” I mean that during the course of the
evening, no one will sit them down and tell them how
and what to believe. They’ll hear open-ended ques'ons
like “What did you think about the talk?”

The discussions are open ended so that anybody (and
we really mean anybody) will feel comfortable exploring
these ques'ons. A guest might be an atheist, a Muslim,
Gradually, I opened up to Suzanne and told her about
my new faith. There was truly no one else I could talk to a Wiccan, a new Chris'an, a Chris'an struggling
in my whole high school or extended family. But when with severe doubts, or whatever. Alpha creates an
environment that leaves people relaxed and open to
she heard, Suzanne was so excited that she almost
talk about the truth presenta'on they’ve just heard.
drove me away from the faith, because she kept
pestering me to come with her to church. Nothing
scared me more than the prospect of being in the same Near the end of the course there’s a retreat called the
“Holy Spirit Weekend.” Par'cipants learn about God the
room with a bunch of people who seemed so weird
Holy Spirit and are invited to accept Him into their lives.
from a distance. That’s why I say it was horrible. So I
Again and again, people come away from that retreat
resisted. I obfuscated. I came up with excuses. I lied
about some of those excuses. Eventually I even resorted transformed. Some are touched by God for the very
ﬁrst 'me.
to telling her what I’d told God: “I’ll do this personal
rela'onship thing, but NO church!”
BCF has hosted Alpha classes for over 15 years. No
other single eﬀort that we’ve done has reaped as much
Suzanne kept at it. She didn’t take no for an answer. It
fruit as our Alpha courses. Many of the people who ﬁll
took almost a year, but I ﬁnally relented. “OK,” I
the pews of this church have come to Christ or to the
thought, “but I refuse to like it.”
church for the ﬁrst 'me because of Alpha.
The rest of the story is history. But I’ve o en thought
back to that experience—would I ever have a4ended a Will you join us for Alpha? Maybe you want to explore
church if Suzanne hadn’t had the guts to ask me? What Chris'anity’s core ques'ons in a safe, non-judgmental
if she’d told herself “Well, I don’t want to oﬀend him by environment? Or maybe God is calling you to invite
asking him,” or “Maybe it’s OK for him to be a lone wolf someone to the course? You might be someone’s
Suzanne—the only Chris'an someone knows, the only
Chris'an, even though he’s so new to the faith,” or “If
he’s meant to go to church, I’m sure God will draw him, person with the rela'onal capital to invite someone
further along in the journey of faith.
so I don’t need to say anything”? Certainly God was
drawing me to His people, but He was using a human
We are working on ﬁnalizing the details of our next
instrument as part of the drawing.
Alpha Course. Will you plan to join us? Will you be
someone’s Suzanne?
How is God using you to draw people to Himself
and to His people? A great opportunity to be God’s
--Andrew Gross
instruments of invita'on is upon us—It’s Alpha 'me
again!
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Bob Finke: Apostle, Friend, Hero
[Editor's note: In the following ar'cle, Paul Holmgren shares a
memorial to the ministry of Bob Finke, the pastor of a large
congrega'on in Medellin, Colombia, and a church planter in
South America. Bob went home to heaven on Wednesday,
November 11, 2015, when a motorcycle fatally struck him as
he was crossing a road in Bogota, Colombia. Missionaries for
more than ﬁ y years, Bob and his wife, Marilyn, have served
in Colombia forty-four years. They have been friends of BCF
many, many years, and Bob served as an apostolic covering
for BCF. When Bob last spoke at BCF in March 2013, he told
the church, “We're here in this House of Prayer of na'ons
that are coming together, joining together. What a beau'ful
family you have here! You're on the right track.”]

I was, he recognized me and asked how my parents and
family were doing.
He and his wife, Marilyn, came to the tenth anniversary
celebra'on of Pastor Jim and Anne4e's ministry at
Bethel. A meal was served, and my parents, the Finkes,
and I sat down at the last table to be seated and served.
I’m not sure he was able to eat that meal. Several
people came to talk to him, assigning him 'tles he
never demanded.

His ministry was always the same, in 1993 he came up
to cold Minnesota for our missions conven'on. He had
y memories of Bob are few but poignant. The
le his notes in his Spanish Bible in Colombia, so he
scope of his ministry, while not famous, had an
spoke without notes for all the events that weekend.
immense impact in parts of Central and South America. In 2014 he came to BCF and presented at our Leaders
He was a pilot, radio broadcaster, evangelist, and
EDGE event. He was open and honest as he explained
pastor. I do not think we will fully understand the realm mistakes he had made in his ministry and how God
of his work un'l we reach heaven.
spoke to him. He also addressed his plans to not re're
from ministry.
My memories start in childhood. Our family lived on the
second ﬂoor of “Bethel II,” a house that the church
Now, for reasons we do not know or understand, Bob
owned at the 'me. Bethel II had a small living area on
has been called home. God’s faithful servant is now
the third ﬂoor, and visi'ng pastors and speakers o en
ministering before the throne of the LORD he loved and
stayed there. In 1979 my parents formed a bond with
served his whole life.
Bob, and it lasted to his death.

M

While I was growing up, I read the Finkes' reports
from the ﬁeld. Their newsle4er Christ for the Ci(es
told about crusades, salva'ons, new believers being
discipled, and churches being planted as a result of
their labors. Yet, when Bob came to speak at Bethel,
he made no demands of us. He simply shared the
Word of God.

--Paul Holmgren

I have two speciﬁc memories. In 1999 he spoke at a
missions conference at a church in North St Paul. I
greeted him a er the service, and a er I explained who
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Thank you Father for the delightful gifts
You have given to us in the year 2015!

Olivia Violet VanderKoy
Born 7/5/14
Adopted: 11/13/15
Parents: Chris & Anna
Big Sister: Aliyah
Eloi Gurung
Born 3/24/15
Parents: Kishor & Meena
Big Brothers: Irosh
& Eubulus

Sanyu Angelica Lutaya
Born 4/4/15
Parents: Andrew & Belinda
Big Sister : Mukisa

Greta June Lutes
Born 7/9/15
Parents: Steven & Shelley
#1 Child

Jonathan Aganze Byakweli
Born 7/9/15
Parents: Fred & Brigitte
Big Brother: Jeremie

Nasir Adiel Altoro
Born 9/29/15
Parents: Jossue & Iliah
Big Sisters: Amaris & Ariela
Norah Elaine Clark
Born 10/04/15
Parents: Ben & Hannah
Big Siblings:
Cooper, Sage, & Wesley
Jaiya Faith Gudipati
Born 11/9/15
Parents: Jessy & Mishawn
Big Brother: Javin

We look forward to watching you grow!
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Hungry and Thirsty

T

his year, the LIFEline is focusing on the Bea'tudes,
from Ma4hew 5. The theme of this issue is Mt. 5:6,
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be sa(sﬁed.” There are four main
elements in this verse. Let’s look at each one.

answer the ques'on, what is righteousness, it is
“anything that conforms to the nature and
character of God. Righteousness in us, then,
means our character conforming to His character
and our conduct being consistent with that.
Righteousness is the opposite of sin. Romans 6:18
says, “Having been freed from sin, you became
slaves of righteousness.”

1. The subjects of all the Bea,tudes are called blessed.
Usually, this word is interpreted as happy. While this is  How do we get it? Since God alone is righteous, He
alone is the source of all righteousness, and that
a part of the meaning, there is much more. The New
through Jesus Christ. Rm. 3:22 says, “Even the
Testament word really means “the state of being in the
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus
highest good.” Being blessed is more about what
Christ…” Only when we are transformed in Christ,
makes you blessed than the feeling that results.
can we have righteousness. 2 Cor. 5:21 says of
Rev. 14:13 says, “…Blessed are the dead, who die in
Christ, “He made Him, who knew no sin, to be
the Lord, from now on…that they may rest from their
sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
labors, for their deeds follow with them.” Clearly, this
righteousness of God in Him.”
speaks of rest and reward, not how they feel. Each of
the Bea'tudes has the same formula, “Blessed are…
4. What is the blessing that those who are always
for…” The blessing is always what is given as the
hungering and always thirs'ng for righteousness will
greatest good.
receive? They shall be sa'sﬁed. This word actually
2. The blessed ones all have two condi,ons. They are means fed un'l full or given water un'l quenched.
There really isn’t anything that is more sa'sfying, in our
hungry and thirsty. The word used here for hunger
physical lives, than having a great hunger ﬁlled or a
means craving or starving. The same word is used of
Jesus in Mt. 4:2. “ACer fas(ng forty days and nights, He great thirst quenched. Even as food and water are
was hungry.” The word translated thirst was the same essen'al to our physical lives, so is righteousness the
substance of our spiritual lives. Rm. 8:10 says, “If Christ
word Jesus used in John 19:28. While on the cross,
a er bleeding and losing ﬂuids for hours, Jesus said, “I is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the
am thirsty.” This was a deep thirst, with His en're body spirit is alive because of righteousness.”
pan'ng a er water, the substance of all physical life.
According to the Bea'tudes, the blessed life is not
Both of these words are present tense par'ciples.
an easy path. There is pain involved. A4aining
Simply stated, they mean ALWAYS hungering and
righteousness requires constant hunger and thirst, but
ALWAYS thirs'ng. Hunger and thirst are powerful
for those who will go there, God, through Christ, will
mo'vators. When we are extremely hungry and
give
them their highest good—His righteousness.
extremely thirsty, nothing ma4ers except food and
Mt.
6:33
says, “Seek ﬁrst the kingdom of God and HIS
water. We will put everything else aside, to pursue that
RIGHTEOUSNESS,
and everything else will be added.”
which will keep us alive.
3. For what are the blessed always hungering and
thirs,ng? RIGHTEOUSNESS. By answering two
ques'ons we will more deeply understand the value of
a4aining righteousness.

—Jack Michaelson

 What is it? The root word means “that which is
always right, in and of itself, according to an
absolute and objec've standard.” The only one
who meets this deﬁni'on, of course, is God. Psalm
11:7 declares, “For the LORD is righteous…” He is
the absolute and objec've standard of what is
right, by His own nature and character. The verse
con'nues, “…He loves righteousness…” So to
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Blessed are the Introverts?

pain or discomfort. Instead, I fail at what I want to and
should do.

am an introvert. They say there's a spectrum, and, if
that's true, I was probably 75% introvert when I was
young. Then I got hurt and treated badly at my ﬁrst job
out of college. Then I moved for graduate school and
had to leave the church I grew up in behind. Then I got
hurt again. And again. And again.

I can't even rest right, for crying out loud. I am terrible
at res'ng. I feel guilty about all the things on my list
that need to be done, guilty about forgeLng where the
list is, guilty that I'm not doing anything right. I am so
hungry and thirsty for that rightness and so 'red from
all the pain and wrongness.

The pain started nibbling away at my life. It ate into
the things I loved: holding music, concentra'ng and
studying to perform it; holding books to read; playing
sports; wri'ng. It ate into what I could do at church:
hold babies and play with toddlers, lead and organize
events, get up to be there, sing without crying, greet
people with a handshake, make eye contact, remember
things. It ate my sleep, strength, concentra'on,
reﬂexes, energy. It ate away at who I was.

But Jesus says I am blessed because, despite all the pain
and exhaus'on and guilt and failing, I thirst for that
right rela'onship with Him and His community. Jesus
says I will be sa'sﬁed (future tense). He says I am
blessed now and on the right path that will eventually
lead me to sa'sfac'on. He says I’m blessed right now
when I'm neck deep in a fallen world in a prematurely
broken and failing body wai'ng for all things to be
made new and all hungers and thirsts for true in'macy,
rela'onship, and community with God and His people
to be completely sa'sﬁed someday.

That 25% that drew strength
from being with people
(extroversion)? The pain ate
that up, and I moved
toward 100% introvert,
always exhausted, especially
by keeping my mask in place
to hide some of the
raggedness from people.
It felt be4er to retreat
than to go out and fail and
K\]^_`ab, cd`\ef g
disappoint people because I
h\]_ \e i_` a\j_ high
hurt too badly to shake
kgl lm]_ki_`_ \e
hands and can't remember
hi_ `gef_ mj 85-90%
names or have a coherent
\eh`mn_`h_c . . .
conversa'on or graciously
get up 12 'mes to let people through.
However, the part of me that understands the value of
the community of the body of Christ was hungry.
The part of me that knew I was created by God to serve
other members of that body was so thirsty. I hungered
and thirsted for that righteous connec'on, but I felt like
an old lamp dropped too many 'mes, so the wiring is at
best unreliable and at worst dangerous to those who
simply want to enjoy it for what it was made for.
They can’t. I can’t. I feel so guilty. I should be being
social and geLng to know the members of my new
community and gree'ng newer folks and going out to
share a meal with them to help them feel as welcomed
as I felt, to feel that they are home. I want to be
(should be?) doing the same things I did as an
over-achieving teenager decades ago in another place
in another 'me in another body that was not always in

Lots of us who deal with daily pain are treading water
with varying success between the pronouncement
of blessing now because we hunger and thirst and
the sa'sfac'on not yet come. Some people are
struggling far more than I am, barely aﬂoat or even
drowning. Here is a truth I have found among the
people of God: all of us are here trapped together
between is and ought.
Even as I've been less and less enthusias'c about
interac'ng with people, I have known it is necessary,
and God has guided me into the orbits of others
hungering and thirs'ng for the same righteous
connec'on with others because we have never lost
heart at the persistent pain of life in a broken world
(not for long, anyway, even though everyone gets
discouraged).
Here is something I have learned that might be of value
to you on your journey: keep hungering and thirs'ng,
longing and praying, giving up in disgust for a 'me and
then coming back to reach again, and some'mes (in the
middle of the wai'ng,
the guilty ﬂoundering,
the listening, the
ﬂailing, and the
surrendering), take a step
(even a small one is ﬁne)
to connect in a way you
can handle that will help
you know the heart of
God be4er by way of the
hearts of His people.
Continued on page 13
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Haggling with God

S

hortly a er my
gradua'on from
college, I posted a
poem quo'ng
Jacob’s prayer at
Bethel: “If God will
be with me and will
watch over me on
Jgom^ ]gc_ i\l nmk gjh_` c`_g]\ef
this journey I am
taking and will give mj g lhg\`kgb hm i_gn_e.
M\oig_a K_geb [CCm] n\g Fa\op`
me food to eat and
clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father’s
house, then the LORD will be my God and this stone
that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house and
of all that you give me I will give you a tenth”
(Gen. 28:20-22).

help out with a church plant or youth group. Instead,
two months a er I moved back to Nairobi, my family’s
church invited us to help with a church plant nearby. I
was asked to co-lead the teens class.
Like Jacob, I gave God a tenth of what he gave me. It
only mul'plied my blessings. Living with my parents
enabled me to save money. I was able to pay oﬀ all my
student loans within a year of gradua'on. My contract
wri'ng paid for a Kilimanjaro summit to celebrate
twenty years since I ﬁrst landed in Tanzania. God went
above and beyond providing food and shelter.

Instead of helping out with InterVarsity, this weekend in
Nigeria I met with leaders of their sister movements in
the Interna'onal Fellowship of Evangelical Students.
We were deﬁning a partnership to create a Bible
study guide compa'ble with the Africa Study Bible. I
Like Jacob, I was on the move and concerned about
marveled, “How in the world did I end up in this room
life’s basic necessi'es. I had debated between opportu- with interna'onal leaders working on a project that
ni'es with Chris'ans for Biblical Equality, InterVarsity
could impact the con'nent?”
and my mul'cultural church. But I didn’t feel at peace
Jacob thought he was driving a hard bargain by nailing
walking down any of these paths. God called me – over
down the speciﬁcs of God’s provision. But he hadn’t
Skype in the person of my dad’s dinner guest – to join
listened closely to God’s uncondi'onal promise the
the team working on the Africa Study Bible. Since my
night before: “I am the LORD, the God of your father
parents live on the same campus as some of the Africa
Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your
Study Bible reviewers, a few months later I found
descendants the land on which you are lying… All the
myself returning “safely to my father’s house.”
peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your
But like Jacob, my life a er this bargain with God was a oﬀspring. I am with you and will watch over you
wherever you go and will bring you back to this
struggle. When I arrived in Nairobi, I started from
scratch. I developed systems to organize and track 2000 land…” (Gen. 28:13-15).
pieces by 250 writers through the editorial process.
When God told Jacob he would bless him and make him
With my high school friends gone and most of my work
a blessing to many na'ons, Jacob haggled for clothes
being over email and Skype, I had to start over with
and food instead. But God didn’t agree to se4le for
friendships as well.
Jacob’s meager terms. Jacob had no idea of the scope
I felt helpless – like I was unraveling. But when I
of what God was going to do for him and through him.
stepped back, I realized God was weaving threads back I’m beginning to realize that I have no idea either.
into my life in a providen'al pa4ern. In addi'on to my
—Hannah Rasmussen
sociology and English majors, old skills of French and
technology came in handy. Chris'ans for Biblical
You can follow Hannah on her blog at
Equality contracted me to write a Bible study guide for
h4ps://hannahras.wordpress.com/
groups of young adults. In Minnesota I had planned to

Blessed are the Introverts? continued from page 12

Beloved, hunger and thirst, writhe in pain at the
Hunger, thirst, blessed ones. Don't stop reaching
incompleteness of it, believe that you are blessed now, out. You will be sa'sﬁed. For now, know you are
believe that you will be sa'sﬁed some day, that you
blessed.
will one day truly see Him as He is, know as you are
—Kimberly Eridon
fully known, be fully and righteously connected.
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Running Toward Righteousness

M

any 'mes in my life I have sung joyfully in
church, in my car, in my kitchen, songs about
the goodness of God and what He has done for me.
Whether old hymns, or modern songs, they are truth
for us all to embrace. But in the last few years
something diﬀerent has crept in as I'm singing. It's
a challenge to myself and others.
I've been running in the last couple of years and this
past summer I joined with Team World Vision to run
not only for my enjoyment but also to raise money for
clean, close water sources for children and families in
Africa.
The night before a half marathon in August, God
brought me to Psalm 116:1-2 “I love the Lord because
He has heard my voice and my supplica(ons. Because
He has inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call upon
Him as long as I live.” Quite possibly, I love God and
sing joyfully of His goodness BECAUSE I have felt
something. I have felt my belly be full when I'm hungry,
my thirst quenched when I needed that water. I love
God BECAUSE I can see in a tangible way that He has
heard me.

To me, to hunger and thirst for righteousness means to
be, as missionary Heidi Baker says, “a laid down lover.”
I don't just want to think about myself and how to be
sinless and far removed from things that are bad.
Last year, Mishawn shared with us Psalm 145:17-“The
LORD is righteous in all His ways and holy in all His
works.” To pursue righteousness is to be though3ul of
the corporate body of humanity and their need, to
draw close to the things of God's heart and be moved
to sacriﬁcial ac'on. It is to remember that the others
that He created hunger and thirst for actual food,
water, family, they thirst to actually FEEL the love of
God. They need to know He is real in their whole being.
Again, one day last summer I cried and asked God's
forgiveness for my forge3ulness of others in the past
and for what I know will be in my future. I can't live in
guilt; that's not His desire for us. Freedom and joy are
for me. But they are also for so many others who
were born into something so diﬀerent. I can't, WE as
believers in Jesus, can't corporately stand and sing in
church of His goodness and love for us and not also
remember that He desires JUSTICE FOR ALL. If it is for
us, it is also for them, HE is also for them. He is the God
of the whole person so we need to do things to show
that we agree with His heart. This is righteousness.
I recognize that for each of us this will look a li4le
diﬀerently. I have personally heard this loudly in a few
areas. Only 5% of Chris'ans have adopted and 3% have
fostered. Not enough! I know it's scary, it's hard, I
KNOW and I humbly and openly admit that I don't even
know the half of it, yet I'm s'll asking for courage and
ability for more. “Not everyone can do it” I hear. Or,
“It's a special calling.” Well then more of us need to
listen and hear because He's calling. He's speaking to us
on behalf of children in other countries, in this state,
this county who need someone to step in and love
them for a short 'me or forever.

When I lost my twins, He gave me incredible comfort
that is inexplicable. When our second foster daughter
le a er we were told she would likely be here forever,
He heard me in my dark place when it was unbearable
and reminded me it was good and right and to keep
moving forward—all while also answering the need of
another li4le person.

He's puLng refugees in our face, running for their lives,
needing shelter, safety, replaced things. He's speaking
to us on behalf of people in Africa who are dying
because of the water crisis that is completely SOLVABLE
right now. For lack of a close water source, clean or not,
people walk to the middle of nowhere and are
kidnapped, raped, traﬃcked. Righteousness is oﬀering
whatever we have, the gi s He has given us, back to
Him, in helping others.
Con'nued on page 15
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The Fruit Bowl
An apple a day
Is what they say;
But a peach or a pear
From the table there
Would be just as good.
But be careful – should
The fruit that you choose
Be spoiled, you’d lose
Your appe'te,
And from morning ‘'ll night
Your whole day could be awful.

You can be sure it’s not obscured
When you eat a fruit that doesn’t suit
The Spirit-ﬁlled life.
The fruit of the ﬂesh isn’t sweet and fresh;
But ro4en and sour, making you dour,
Filling you with strife.
So take from the Tree
And your life will be
A blessing each day,
In every way.
—Liz Kimmel

There’s fruit of the Spirit & fruit of the ﬂesh.
So be careful what kind you eat.
Those two apples you see may look alike,
But one is Love, one is Hate.
And don’t let that grapefruit deceive you,
You may think that it yields gentle peace;
But if it is really a fruit of the ﬂesh
You’re consuming anxiety.
You might think that orange is quite harmless;
You might think its seed brings joy.
But don’t be surprised if you choose the wrong one
And depression begins to destroy.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa(ence, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Gala(ans 5:22-23

Running Toward Righteousness continued from page 14

Do you remember that game of telephone we'd play as
kids? A bunch of people would sit in a line at a party
and whisper the message from the ﬁrst person to the
next person, to the next... un'l it got to the last person
who would stand up and yell the message they heard.
Some'mes people heard it wrong. O en, there was a
funny kid who purposely changed the message or even
abandoned the original completely. I have that picture
in my head. The people of the world are crying out to
God to be heard. And He has heard them and wants to
demonstrate His goodness to them in a felt way just
as He has with us. The message is passed down. Let
us be laid down lovers, hungering and thirs'ng for
righteousness, so we will hear and move.

From the song You Make Me Brave
by Amanda Cook
I stand before You now
The greatness of your renown
I have heard of the majesty and wonder of you
King of Heaven, in humility, I bow
As Your love, in wave a er wave
Crashes over me, crashes over me
For You are for us
You are not against us
Champion of Heaven
You made a way for all to enter in

—Anna VanderKoy
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Whose Are You?

pastor I know took
his children to
Como Zoo and his
daughter was very close
to the lion cage. Close
enough that when the
lion relieved himself, it
was directly onto her!
Have you EVER heard of that happening? I thought that
was my comedian pastor friend geLng one over on me,
but, oh my, he wasn’t kidding! A signiﬁcant part of this
li4le girl’s visit with the king of beasts is how her status
in the zoo was elevated for the rest of the day.
Wherever she went, the en're animal kingdom treated
her like royalty. Every monkey booth, hippopotamus
pool and giraﬀe genius knew protocol and respect for
Jonae Su4on, KING of the beasts!

some mind. When Jesus walked the earth, He o en got
away to a quiet place so He could escape distrac'on and
spend in'mate 'me with the Father. In this world, our
lives are ﬁlled with trouble as well as joy and greatness,
and Jesus always knew how to stay connected to His
source of strength, our Heavenly Father.
When I have spent 'me outside of congrega'onal
singing, by myself with the Lord, I have felt the strength
that comes from the joy of the Lord. Being sensi've to
His voice has taught me how to live my life in God’s
presence, mindful of the Holy Spirit, deferring daily in
the regular and mundane ac'vi'es of my life. This
fulﬁlls Psalm 34:1: “I will bless the Lord at all (mes: His
praise will con(nually be in my mouth.”

I got a call recently from a friend I had barely seen in 25
years. He le a voice mail for me saying his mother had
died and he thought I would want to know. We had
She could not get close to another animal all day.
only seen each other once since we were growing up:
Jonae’s parents had cleaned her up as far as human
when he came to my father’s funeral. No one enjoys
eyes and nose could tell, but every animal within a
hundred feet knew there was a lion in their midst. That funerals, but it was obviously a 'me to connect to a
was all those animals no'ced. Even though this li4le girl friend in need and oﬀer strength, wisdom... anything.
had only been in the presence of the lion, his presence These are 'mes to act sacriﬁcially, and being in the
presence of God allows us to connect others to Him as
le an impression that aﬀected everyone she came
our source of life and strength and hope. An aLtude
near. It wasn’t any merit of her own that brought this
of deference to His will in all things is the posture for a
respect, but because she had been near the king.
life that can defeat any obstacle and bring us in to the
As a worshipper and worship leader, I have read tons of fullness of life God created us for.
books on the subject of “how to,” when and why to
Whoever or whatever you spend 'me with will aﬀect
worship, and how to inspire people to get into the
how you interact with everybody around you. Others
presence of God. I’m always looking for scripture
passages, stories, and songs that will turn people to God will no'ce. I have need of strength, and if I remain
with their problems, ques'ons, desires, that they would estranged from God, my own personal strength will fail
trust Him with their lives. Worship leaders love it when when adversity comes. If I’ve been in the presence of a
people take opportuni'es aﬀorded them during church lion, animals will iden'fy me as a lion. Demonic forces
will ﬂee the aura of God the same way.
services to get close to God.
No one should directly equate what the lion at Como
Zoo did to a li4le girl with how God aﬀects us in His
presence, but understand that when we are in God’s
presence, we are aﬀected. Those near us can no'ce
that we have been aﬀected. In God’s presence, demons
bow, fear ﬂees, and we hear and understand God
speaking directly to us.
I want to highlight how one is energized by God’s
presence. He is OMNI-present, so why do we say we
need to get into his presence? I think many would
suggest something about our willingness to pay God

--A.J. Bi4ner

In Your Presence
In Your presence, in Your presence there is peace
In Your presence, in Your presence there is joy
I will linger, I will stay in Your presence day by day
That Your likeness may be seen in me.
© JD Phifer, Steve Phifer, 1985 Gospel Publishing House
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It’s Not too Easy to “YODEL”

T

ruthfully, most of us have unsuccessfully a4empted yourself with? O en 'mes we do not contemplate that
the art of yodeling and realized that it is more
our surroundings aﬀect how righteously we live before
diﬃcult than it seems.
the Lord. Do the people around you bring out the good
in you or lead you right into the snares of sin? How
Y-O-D-E-L is also a mnemonic acronym that reminds us o en do they encourage you to walk the path of the
of how to live rightly before God. Just like the art of
Lord? What is the reason behind your rela'onships?
yodeling, Y-O-D-E-L-ing is challenging. Let’s take a closer If God is not behind any of the reasons, then are you
look:
sowing the right seeds? Even when the people you
associate with do not know the ways of the Lord, have
Y= Yes. Say yes to the Lord: As easy as it sounds, saying you contemplated the possibility that God is trying to
‘yes’ to the will of the Lord comes at a cost most of us
reach them through you?
don’t contemplate. It means leLng go of the earthly
commitments that cap'vate our a4en'on. It means
E= Everything: A small word that entails so much
puLng God before that phone call, that TV show or
meaning. The meaning is also rela've because diﬀerent
that job promo'on. Living in a hurryi(s infested na'on people have a diﬀerent percep'on of what everything
makes this diﬃcult. I, personally,
means to them. To some, good health would mean
can a4est to this. As a senior
everything to them and to others maybe it’s winning
almost gradua'ng high school, I
the lo4ery. But is this the everything God has in store
have been caught up in the stress for us? No. His rewards are worth more than all the
of preparing for college. I have
earthly things we deeply desire. Ma4hew 6:33 tells us
had to take standardized tests,
to “…seek ﬁrst His kingdom and His righteousness, and
write pages of college essays,
all these things will be given to you as well.” “All these
thoroughly revise them and cross things” refers to the eternal life God will reward us with
my ﬁngers as I press the submit
in His kingdom.
bu4on. Honestly, I have focused
so much on this ideal future that I am crea'ng for
L= Look to Jesus: We should ﬁx our eyes on the Lord’s
myself that I have constantly suppressed God’s voice
purpose for us. That means taking them oﬀ a screen
inside of me. Many other Chris'ans have struggled with and our empty ambi'on. It means keeping our eyes
saying yes, because it has meant saying no to the
on the prize of eternal life rather than the world’s
earthly commitments we strive for.
pleasures.
O= Obey: Obeying the voice of God even when we
depend so much on our human judgment is very
diﬃcult. We fail to understand that obedience goes
beyond the Ten Commandments. It involves listening
when God speaks. But how are we to listen when we
are so engrossed in the noise of the world? When we
plug our ears with headphones and blast the music?
When all we pay a4en'on to are the sports
commentators or the screeching cat ﬁghts on reality
T.V.? When the only sound our ears catch is the inner
whining because of our insa'able human needs? It pays
to memorize the Bible, word for word, but the Lord also
wants one more thing from us: Listen! And then you
can obey what he says.

Living the ‘Y-O-D-E-L’ life is not a cakewalk and that’s
why we need to push through to the depths of our
hearts, get rid of all worldly distrac'ons and worries
and learn to listen rather than hear, see rather than
look and let God help us live a righteous life.
--Jemimah Mawande

D= Décor, Who are you hanging out with?
I am sure you are familiar with the phrase, “Birds of a
feather ﬂock together”. Who are the people you
associate with? What characters do you surround
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Apple & Pumpkin Pies
(for which we all hungered!)
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O
The One Focus of David Wilkerson

ne of the most memorable Christmas gi s I
received in December 2014 was the book David
Wilkerson: The Cross, the Switchblade, and the Man
Who Believed. It is a biography of David Wilkerson,
wri4en by his son Gary, and its descrip'on of the man
who founded the Teen Challenge ministry in the late
1950s has deeply challenged my heart. It graphically
depicts a man who, in the words of the theme for this
LIFEline issue, hungered and thirsted for righteousness.
David Wilkerson, who went home to heaven in April
2011, served God faithfully for over six decades.
Because of his obedience to God's call, Teen Challenge
centers all over the world provide hope for people
seeking deliverance from drug addic'on. He traveled
in a very frui3ul crusade ministry for many years and
wrote books and newsle4er messages that have
blessed many. In 1987 he said yes when God told him
to begin a church in Times Square in New York City.
Beyond all this, he led a World Challenge ministry that
con'nues to give help and hope to the poor and needy
in numerous na'ons.
Gary Wilkerson's 2014 chronicle of David Wilkerson's
life and ministry presents him as he really was. It pulls
back the curtain of David's successful ministry and
candidly acknowledges that he wondered throughout
his life whether God loved him. While he preached and
lived the truth of God's love for the people he touched,
he struggled to receive a full understanding of this
precious truth for himself. His inner ba4le was an
unlikely backdrop for the glorious way God revealed
His mighty love and power through him, and yet, it was
his lifelong mo'va'on to earnestly, wholeheartedly
seek a er God.

More than ﬁ y years ago I read David Wilkerson's
book The Cross and the Switchblade, and I will never
forget how he related that God led him to stop
watching late-night television and devote himself to
prayer instead. Because he began to prac'ce nightly
prayer, he was available to hear God direct him to go
to New York City for the purpose of helping seven boys
who were being tried for murder. His obedience to
God opened the door to innumerable, con'nued
ministry opportuni'es, but he never stopped doing
what his son Gary described as his “one focus—his
ongoing conversa'on with God.”

In the 1980s, as God was beginning to close David
Wilkerson's crusade ministry, his friend Leonard
Ravenhill gave him a sack of books—classic Chris'an
works, most of them authored by Puritans—and told
him, “This is your future, Read it and it will change
your life.” David did read those books, and God used
them to open his eyes to an increasing understanding
of the broad scope of what Jesus had done for him. He
underlined sentence a er sentence in those books and
wrote in the margin, “This is the key!”
The key David Wilkerson was discovering was simply
this: “My Father loves me! He accepts me, and I
am pleasing to Him.” It was the precious truth he
con'nued to receive in his heart the remainder of his
years on earth. On his last visit with his father, Gary
found him excited about a book by the Puritan writer
William Bridge, who described the security we have in
Jesus. At seventy-nine years old, he was as hungry for a
revela'on of Jesus as he had been at age twenty-ﬁve.
It was his one focus.
One night in the 1980s, David Wilkerson was on a
prayer walk on the grounds of his crusade oﬃce near
Lindale, Texas. That same night Jerry Nance, a member
of his ministry team, was leaving the crusade oﬃce
a er working late. As he made his way to his car in the
dark, David's voice interrupted him, “Do you know
what really ma4ers?” David quickly answered his own
ques'on, “That we know Him. If we're not comfortable
in the Lord's presence down here, what makes us think
we'll be comfortable in His presence up there?”
These are the words of a man who hungered and
thirsted for righteousness. David Wilkerson earnestly
sought a er Jesus and the precious assurance that He
did indeed love him. God did reveal His love and
goodness to him, and he received it by faith. As we
also seek a er Jesus, we will ﬁnd His arms opened
wide to lovingly receive us as His precious children.
Are you hungering and thirs'ng for Jesus and His
righteousness? Turn from the things that separate
you from Him, and open your heart to receive the
revela'on of His love. By faith receive the gi of His
love and forgiveness. He will come to live and rule in
your life, both now and throughout eternity.
--Ken Holmgren
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