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2014: A Year of Growing Maturity 

The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with several of our recent sermon series. 
We trust you will be blessed as we remind ourselves of the truths we were taught  

and the foundations that were laid through the study of God’s Word. 
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Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Psalm 95:1 
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Three Foundational Words Revisited 
 
  Kaleo – Called 
  Apostello – Sent 
  Praxis – Function 
 
These three words were the foundation for the strong,  
substantive ministry of God's Word at Bethel Christian  
Fellowship the first five months of 2013. We who serve  
on the BCF LIFEline staff believe these words were so  
significant that we have chosen to revisit them in our  
LIFEline issues this year. 
 
In this LIFEline we are exploring Christ's threefold kaleo 
(call) to come to Him, come after Him, and come with  
Him. Jesus first calls us to come into relationship Him,  
the step through which we belong to God as His children. 
He also calls us to come after Him, to believe and follow 
Him in passionate pursuit of His heart, His plans, and His 
purposes. Finally, He calls us to come with Him, to enter 
the place of intimacy in which we become His friends. 
 
Our March-April issue will discuss God's apostello (sent) 
commission that sends us forth as a missional people, a 
community of Christ-followers who are incarnational—
embodying in the flesh—the life of Jesus in our relation-
ships. As representatives of Christ's coming kingdom, we 
are entrusted with the ministry of bringing the rule and reign 
of Jesus to our broken world. 
 

 
The final four LIFEline issues of 2014 will help us learn how 
we can fulfill our praxis (function) as members of the body 
of Christ at BCF. We will examine the motivational gifts 
listed in Romans 12:6-8 as follows: 
 
� May-June - the gifts of prophet and mercy 
� July-August - the gifts of servant and leader 
� September-October - the gifts of teacher and exhorter 
� November-December  - the gift of giver 
 
The Lord Jesus is building His church at Bethel Christian 
Fellowship, and our LIFEline staff believes that our 2014 
issues will help you participate in His work in our body  
and in His ministry through us. We invite you to surrender 
yourself to His will revealed through the words kaleo, 
apostello, and praxis.      
       
    --Ken Holmgren 
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2014: A Year of Growing Maturity 
 

Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose 
confidence is in him. They will be like a tree planted 
by the water that sends out its roots by the stream.  
It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are  
always green.  It has no worries in a year of drought 
and never fails to bear fruit.”  Jeremiah 17:7-8 

 
This prophetic picture of a thriving tree is one that appears 
frequently in the Scriptures (see Psalm 1, Isaiah 61:3) and 
provides a powerful image of our theme for this year, 2014: 
A Year of Growing Maturity. See the artwork on the next 
page for profound expressions of this year’s theme. 
Throughout this year, I encourage you to meditate deeply 
on this prophetic picture and ask yourself these three  
questions: 
 
� How am I/are we growing deeper IN relationship with 

others? 
� How am I/are we growing higher UP in relationship with 

Christ? 
� How am I/are we growing further OUT in relationship 

with those who don’t know Him yet? 
 
In addition to the prophetic picture of a thriving tree, the 
Scriptures frequently instruct us on this theme of growing 
maturity. Our key text for the year comes out of the apostle 
Paul’s letter to the church in Colossae. He writes: 
 
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,  
continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in  
him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness. Colossians 2:6-7 
 
Embedded in this scripture are three keys to growing  
maturity: 
 
Receiving Christ 

 
The first key of growing maturity is having our faith  
centered IN this core confession of the gospel:   
Jesus Christ is Lord! 
 
This confession forms the roots for a mature life and 
also the roots of the church. As Jesus told the apostle 
Peter, “On this rock [Peter’s confession of Christ], I will 
build My church” (Matthew 16:18). This has been the 
declaration of the true church for nearly two thousand 
years, and it is the declaration of Bethel Christian  
Fellowship and our Bethel Family of Churches. As we 
receive this truth in a deeper way this year, we will  
find ourselves walking in deeper relationship with one 
another. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Remaining in Christ 

 
The second key of growing in maturity is having our life 
in Christ continue to grow UP as we are:  
Filled up with Him!   
 
In his letter to the Colossian church, Paul wrote “We 
continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of  
His will through all the wisdom and understanding that 
the Spirit gives” (Col. 1:9). This knowledge is not simply 
intellectual knowledge (knowledge about God), but  
rather an experiential and practical knowledge 
(knowledge of God). The more we truly know Him,  
the higher and stronger the trunk of our life in Him will 
grow. 
 

Revealing Christ 
 
The third key of growing in maturity is having our lives 
radiate OUT His life and joy as we overflow with:  
Christ in us, the hope of glory! 
 
The reality is, whatever our life is filled up with is  
what our lives will overflow with. If we are filled with 
ourselves or the world, that will spill out of our lives. 
However, the more our lives are filled with Christ, the 
more our lives will reveal Him to those who don’t yet 
know Him. As the Scriptures say, our leaves will bring 
healing to the broken, and our fruit will bring food to the 
hungry (Ezekiel 47:12, Revelation 22:2) as we radiate 
His life and joy. 
 

This year, Christ is inviting us as a congregation and as a 
family of churches to grow in maturity. It is a process that 
will continue to unfold as we intentionally grow in, up, 
and out. I pray that at the end of this year, we will see  
clear evidence of growth in each of our lives and our life 
together, so that “[we] will be called oaks of righteousness, 
a planting of the Lord for the display of His splendor”  
(Isaiah 61:3b). May God make this true of us in  
 

2014:  A Year of Growing Maturity. 
 

    --Pastor Jim 

pastor’sPPPPAAAAGGGGEEEE 
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Theme Artwork - 2014:  A Year of Growing Maturity 
 

God has blessed Bethel Christian Fellowship with incredibly gifted artists who pray into the message of the annual theme 
each year and produce wonderful artwork that blesses and encourages us throughout the year.  Thank you Amy, Greta, and 
Sara for making yourself available to be used in such a visible way.   

artisticLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 

2014 Bulletin  
created by: 

Greta Sandquist 

2014 Banner  
created by: 

Amy Watson 

2014 Painting  
created by:  

Sara Howard   

If you missed the 2014 Theme Message given by Pastor Jim on January 5th, 
you can download it at: www.betheltwincities.org. 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,  
continue to live your lives in him,  rooted and built up in him,  

strengthened in the faith as you were taught,  
and overflowing with thankfulness.  

Colossians 2:6Colossians 2:6Colossians 2:6Colossians 2:6----7777    



A Servant-Leader Who Freely Gave 
 
(Editor's note: This is the twelfth in a series of BCF Hall of Faith 
articles intended to help us recall godly characteristics of those 
who have walked before us at BCF and also to challenge us to 
walk in surrender to Christ as they did.) 

 
In September 1976, just a few 
months after my wife, Sharon, 
and I had become part of Bethel 
(Temple) Christian Fellowship, I 
had the privilege of interviewing  
a young man named Dave Hawes 
and his wife, Kathy, for a feature 
testimony in the church's  
newsletter, the Bethel Temple 
Times.  It was the beginning of a 
relationship in which I came to 
know Dave as a servant-leader 
who freely gave of himself to 
Christ and the BCF church body. 

 
Dave, the grandson of E.C. Erickson, a leading pastor in 
the Fellowship of Christian Assemblies (BCF is part of the 
FCA), rebelled against his strong Christian training during 
his teen years. However, when his grandfather lay sick in 
the hospital after a serious heart attack, his heart was 
touched by the love of God, and he responded, “Lord, I 
give you my life completely.” 
 
After Dave and Kathy moved to St. Paul in March 1976, 
Dave immediately became active in a variety of ministry 
opportunities at BCF. He helped work with the youth, 
taught Sunday school, served first as a deacon and then 
as an elder, and was on the church staff, working with 
small-group ministry and Christian education. In the midst 
of his ministry, he and Kathy experienced a deepening of 
their faith in Jesus in 1981 when their 15-month-old son 
Erik left earth for heaven's glory after suffering with a birth 
defect during his short life.  
 
A listing of Dave's ministry activities, however, is a woefully 
inadequate description of him. Dave was a true servant, 
ever willing and ready to help a person in need. Sharon 
and I were two of those people more than once, and I am 
so grateful for the times he patiently gave of himself to 
bless us. He provided mechanical help for our cars,  
transported a washing machine for us when we moved  
into our house in November 1980, and helped us unload  
a trailer full of furniture after a Sunday evening service  
later that November.  
 
As Dave served, he also led. His leadership ministry was 
not something he did. It was simply who he was. It was  
the fruit of his devotion to Christ and grew out of his  
very natural way of relating to Jesus through prayer he  
offered to Him throughout his daily activities. He played a 
significant leadership role at BCF because he cultivated 

healthy relation-
ships with people 
in the church body. 
 
In July 1992, God 
led Dave and 
Kathy and their 
children to be part 
of another church 
in the Twin Cities. 
We who knew them during the sixteen years they were part 
of BCF were blessed by the occasional opportunities we 
had to share fellowship with them in the following years. To 
our loss, our fellowship with Dave here on earth came to 
an end in February 2010, when he went home to heaven 
after suffering with cancer that was first diagnosed in 2004.  
 
We thank God for giving us the gift of Dave and his  
ministry as a servant-leader who freely gave of himself to 
Christ and to BCF. We believe your will be blessed by the 
memories that follow. 
       
   --Ken Holmgren 
 
Gene VanVeldhuizen remembers… 
 
I first got to know Dave when he and Kathy moved to  
the Twin Cities from Duluth. They lived in an apartment 
building on Raymond Avenue, a couple blocks south of 
Como. Though we were not close in age, that didn’t hinder 
our relationship. When Alvina and I were planning a trip 
with Pastor Lloyd and Janna Jacobsen to visit missionaries 
in Mexico, Dave and Kathy were the first people we 
thought of asking to care for our kids while we were gone.  
 
Later we were able to return the favor by caring for their 
two girls when their third child, Erik, needed a series of  
operations to correct a birth defect. As I recall, he made  
it through the first operation OK, but after the second  
operation he developed a complication that took his life. 
Dave and Kathy were tremendous examples through this 
difficult time, and it knit us even closer together. 
 
Dave and I served together as elders here at BCF. In those 
years, I saw Dave as a very wise spiritual leader. When  
he said something, I would recognize it as coming from  
the Holy Spirit. I’m sure it didn’t hurt any that he was the 
grandson of E.C. Erickson, who was the famed pastor of 
the Duluth Gospel Tabernacle. Dave and Kathy and their 
family left BCF so that their children could go to the same 
church that some of their school friends attended. They 
were missed very much.  
 
Later, Dave had the struggle of his life with Melanoma. He 
was able to win the first battle and came away from it with 
a clean bill of health, but several years later it returned  
and brought him to the end of his earthly life. Dave had a 

historicalLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 

Hawes  
Dave 

Page 4 



positive testimony throughout this whole time. At his  
funeral his wife and children rose up to bless and honor 
their husband and dad. It was a victorious home-going  
celebration for Dave. 
 
Sharon Holmgren remembers… 
 
David was one of the "coolest" men I ever met. He could 
roll with any punch that came along. Dave and Kathy and 
Ken and I worked in children's church together in the old 
Bethel Temple basement, and we made a lot of fond  
memories there. We had close to twenty preschoolers in 
the classroom, and he would be the teacher. I would get 
upset about something, and he would just say to me, "It's 
okay, Sharon. We'll do just fine. Just go with the flow.  
Follow my lead." I listened to him, and we would have a 
grand time with those wee ones. 
 
I also remember how he was willing to help Ken and me 
any time we were in distress with cars that broke down and 
with moving to do. He was our small group leader, and we 
had precious times in the Word, praying for one another, 
and laughing together. He was truly gracious and kind. 
 
The most poignant memory I have is watching Dave  
and Kathy lay their little boy Erik in Jesus' arms. It was  
incredible to watch the agony and joy mixed together! It 
was kind of like Dave turned to us and said, "Friends and 
family, go with the flow. We'll do just fine." And he did do 
fine, especially because he knew that his Redeemer lives 
and that he would see Erik someday. He believed that until 
the day he answered the call to go home to heaven to join 
Erik almost four years ago. 
 
George Varghese remembers… 
 
When we joined Bethel in the 1970s, we were in David's 
"cluster group." What an appropriate name for a 
small  group! We were connected to one living branch and 
producing fruits in one cluster.  
 
One evening during the Christmas holidays, our next-door 
neighbor called us and said that someone was in the  
bushes by our front window and may be trying to break  
in. “I will come with a baseball bat, and we can get him,"  
he said.  
 
While I was talking on the phone, I peeked through the  
window and saw a red-haired guy in the bushes. Our eyes 
met, and I laughed and told my caring neighbor there was 
no need for him to come. “I can handle the man in the 
bushes by myself,” I assured him. 
 
I opened the door, and lo and behold, there was a package 
on the doorstep. The intention of our beloved friend David 
was to anonymously deliver a Christmas gift, ring the door-
bell, and leave. What an example! David knew the real 
meaning of what Jesus said: "Whatever you did for one of 
the least of these my brothers, of mine, you did for 
me" (Matthew 25:40). 

David had his convictions and life principles. He was a 
strong pillar for Bethel. His departing may look untimely  
for us, but in God's providence, he completed his race,  
finished his course, and had a crown of righteousness  
waiting for him. Let us look forward to meeting our secret 
pal again in heaven. 
 
Pastor Jim Olson remembers… 
 
I first met Dave and his wife, Kathy, when Annette and I 
moved to the Twin Cities and began attending BCF back  
in 1983. We quickly became friends with this warm and 
gregarious family. When I returned as pastor of BCF in 
1990, Dave was an elder and soon became one of my 
closest friends and partners in ministry.  
 
From very early on in my ministry, Dave really understood, 
championed, and helped refine the vision the Lord had giv-
en me for Bethel. He had much wisdom about both people 
and processes and was tremendously helpful as we laid 
fresh foundations at Bethel in the early years of my ministry 
here. I will always remember his warm smile, the twinkle in 
his eye, his wise and witty words, and most of all, his love 
for God, God’s people, and the community around him. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave was a forester by vocation and Psalm 1:1-3  
is a very fitting description of his life: 

Blessed is the one 
    who does not walk in step with the wicked 

or stand in the way that sinners take 
    or sit in the company of mockers, 

but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 
    and who meditates on his law day and night. 
That person is like a tree planted by streams of 

water, which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither— 

    whatever they do prospers.   
Psalm 1:1-3 

AN EXPANDED VIEW OF THE SAME PICTURE OF DAVE 
ALONG WITH TWO OF THOSE WHO SHARED MEMORIES OF 
HIM, GENE VANVELDHUIZEN AND PASTOR JIM OLSON, 
NEW SENIOR PASTOR AT BCF ST. PAUL IN 1990. 
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Tea Parties All Day Long 
 
(Editor’s note:  The following is a recent blog entry from our very 
own Grace Gaitan, who is doing a six-month DTS program 
through YWAM. This is the unfolding story of a young woman who 
has heard the call of Jesus to Come to Me, Come with Me, and 
Come after Me.) 

 
Happy New Year! Wow! Writing the 
year as 2014... That's going to take 
some time to get used to. 
 
Again, I have no idea when I will be 
able to publish this post. I wasn't able 
to post my Christmasy one for quite a 
while. But I'm still writing to you! I do 
love that these posts will be archived, 
ya' know? I've already read through 
some of my earlier ones a few times, 
and they've been heap encouraging. 
 

Well, this week I know I won't get to posting this because 
my crew and I have traveled deeper into the rain forests of 
Borneo to meet a handful of pastors and to minister in their 
villages. This particular village has very limited electricity. 
Our evenings are lit by flickering light bulbs swinging above 
our heads and maybe a headlamp if you remembered 
yours or have managed not to lose it. We've been sleeping 
just on our mats under our 'squitto nets. I think they look 
like princess canopy beds. 
 
Our visit to the first village was for five days. We slept  
on the floor at the cute little concrete church. Children, 
chickens, dogs, and pigs ran around outside during the 
day. Children would poke their little faces in through the 
windows and doors and stare and giggle at us. Or else 
they'd be out front lighting firecrackers and sparklers. 
 
Christmas and New Year celebrations last more than just a 
couple days here. One day the staring got a bit annoying, 
so I came out front with a soccer ball and a bag of candies. 
The kiddos and I ran around for hours, dancing, screaming, 
laughing, and chasing! It was a really fun day. 
 
Eventually, we had to pack up and head for the next site. 
Everyone waved goodbye from their homes and the kids 
ran alongside us for a while. Now, we are in Village 2. It 
may or may not be similar to village 1. We'll see.  
 
Our objectives for each village: We probably have at least 
three church services per village, so each of us students 
has a lot of opportunity to teach and share stories. I love 
this. I'm actually learning that I really love to teach. 
 
We also are making a lot of house visits, sometimes five  
or six houses in one day. We are invited in to meet the  
families, pray over their homes, and maybe listen to their 
stories. The people here are very hospitable; almost every  

 
 
home has a pretty array of coffee, tea, and tiny festive 
cookies for us. This is fun...until it's time for House 5  
and you feel like you're about to explode. BUT, you take 
another cup of overly sweet coffee and smile, so as to  
not offend. 
 
Life here is simple...and breezy. The pastors whose  
villages we are visiting are lively and playful and friendly.  
I can tell they've been close for a long time, even with our 
cook, Leo, and translator, Demas. These guys are quite  
the team. Today they were tossing snap-its at each other 
between house visits! 
 
We've been at this for, like a week. This round of outreach 
will take another fourteen days. Then we'll go back to the 
Pontianak base for some days before going out for round 
two: another twenty days. After that, we'll rest a bit before 
heading back to the States. 
 
Guess what. I am now entering my fifth month of this  
entire adventure. Only about two months left. I miss you, 
Minnesota.  
 
The hardest part right now: Having a lot of free time to  
think about home and not being able to understand the  
language. 
 
The best part right now: The crazy beautiful landscape, 
wearing skirts in January, running through the rain forest, 
and success in communicating with little or no words. 
 
The bittersweet: Learning to trust the Spirit for peace in 
these uncomfortable places, for direction when you're  
totally lost, mentally, or physically, and for safety when you 
don't know if what you're about to do or eat will make you 
very sick. In such a new place, this is mandatory. But it's a 
muscle you have to build. 
 
Anyhoo, Jesus is Lord. I'm alive and well. And Indo is  
beautiful. I'm going out to watch the sun set. 
 
Goodnight, friends.    
       
   --Gracie Gaitan 
   Check out Gracie’s blog at: 
   whereisgracienow.blogspot.com  

youngadultLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
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Prayer and Provision for Pie Night 
(Editor's note: In the following article, Elisabeth Wolfgram gives us 
a peek into the process and prayer that made the preparations for 
the Radiate Pie Fundraising last November a testimony of God's 
provision. We believe you will be blessed by it.) 
 

This is about pie night.  
 
I’ve heard terrible stories about past years.  One year  
the crusts were rock-hard.  Another year the pies were 
highly-seasoned.  Yes, you’re right, salted bakery items  
are trending. So, maybe we’re just ahead of the game? 
Besides, anyone is capable of trading sugar for salt. It's a 
simple mistake.  
 
We’ve no need to recount the well-seasoned Radiate Pie  
Fundraising… Atrocity? Accident? Abominably uncouth  
production? Call it what you will, and season it with grace  
in abundance, but it’s true: we required rescue. Wisdom 
was calling out, raising its voice, “My fruit is better than fine 
gold; what I yield surpasses choice silver” (Proverbs 8:19). 
 
I have seen the machine that makes these pies. I have  
witnessed the fits of flying flour. I have been in charge of 
the pumpkin-pie filling station. And when you make three 
bowls of filling at a time, you fear you’re losing your mind.  
 

 
 

Heaven only knows just how much prayer we had need of 
for pie night. Our leaders had a pretty good idea though, so 
they got together and prayed. 
 
They put Matthew 7:7 into practice:  
 

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;  
knock and the door will be opened to you. 

 
They met and prayed for weeks. They prayed week after 
week, and as they prayed, heaven swung low and swept us 
away.  
 
Fruit was borne. Loads of apples came in as a donation 
from a local farm.  Manna was falling from heaven.  Le  
Cordon Bleu agreed to make, roll, and pan 100 pie crusts. 
And metaphorically speaking, the rod would not be spared. 
Peg and Brian McCormick had signed on to carry us 
through the process and supply their sturdy hands, for they 
were adamant that our pie standards would be high. 
 
The pie making ended early—3:00 in the morning—and 
you have tasted the fruits of their labor and His provision.  
It was and it is sweet. Hallelujah! 
    --Elisabeth Wolfgram  

RADIATE YOUTH & LEADERS HAVING TONS OF FUN ON PIE NIGHT 
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Aliyah Rose VanderKoy 

Born 6/15/12 to Chris & Anna 

Aliyah was officially adopted  

into the VanderKoy family on 

12/20/13! 

communityLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
Thank you Father for the delightful gifts  

You have given to us in the year 2013! 

Fern Josephine Howard 

Born 5/10/13 to Andrew & Sara 

Fern has two big brothers,  

Ezekiel and Leif.  

Chayanna Batya Augustin 

Born 10/24/13 to Felix & Darline 

Chayanna and her parents attend 

the Haitian Christian Fellowship.  

Nathan Elliott Kuehn 

Born 2/2/13 to Joel & Pamela 

Nathan makes his home with mom 

and dad overseas in Japan! 

Doris Barididum Sam-Viko 

Born 2/11/13 to Pius & Leesi 

Doris has a big sister Leton 

and three big brothers Daniel, 

Steven, and James.  

Elden James Bayin Dohbila 

Born 5/11/13  

to Ernest and Judy 

God really listens when his children 

pray!  His timing is not our timing.  

Elden has FIVE older sisters,  

Jemimah, Imahni, Elise, Egypt, and 

Essence,  



Live Urgently in 2014 
 
(Editor's note: As we begin 2014, we welcome the pastoral voice 
of Dave Ogren, who has been a friend of BCF for many years 
and, from June 2009 to February 2010, served as interim Senior 
Pastor while Pastor Jim Olson was on his sabbatical. Pastor Dave 
ministers as the U.S. Missions Director for Great Commission 
Ministries.) 

 
Colleen and I count it such a wonderful privilege to be part 
of the BCF family. Your prayers and monthly support for 
our ministry are so greatly appreciated! 
 
As we have just entered a new year, I was reminded of 
Paul's words in Romans 13:11: "Besides this you know  
the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now then when we first 
believed" (English Standard Version). I was struck that 
Paul was definitely driven...propelled...constrained with a 
sense of urgency that was rooted in the love of Christ.  
Second Corinthians 5:14 says that "the love of Christ" is 
the force that controls us, compels us, propels us. 
 
Such urgency is based in intimacy with Christ. The latter 
verses of Romans 13 tell us that we should wake up, be 
aware of what time it is, and live with a sense of urgency. 
This is an urgency of hope: the hope of Christ's return, the 
hope of heaven, the hope of glorified bodies, the hope that 
has eternity in mind. 
 
Your urgency—my urgency—in 2014 should not be  
the result of hand-wringing. It should not flow out of  
 

 
 
desperation or a sense of being overwhelmed by life  
experiences. The devil is not winning! Jesus is in control!  
 
Let's listen to Philippians 4:4:  

♦ Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say rejoice...            
Do we have trouble understanding always? 

♦ Let your reasonableness be known to everyone...          
This has to do with character and reputation. 

♦ The Lord is at hand... How wonderful! He is ever           
present and soon coming. 

♦ Because of this, do not be anxious about anything... 

♦ In everything by prayer and supplication with           
thanksgiving... 

♦ Let your requests be made known to God. 

♦ Receive the promise: The peace of God, which            
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts                                                      
and minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
Live urgently in 2014, with an urgency rooted in being  
overwhelmed and propelled by how much Jesus loves you. 
Live with an urgency that sees life through the prism of 
eternity. Our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed. 
 
Happy New Year! 
       
  --Dave Ogren    
  Great Commission Media Ministries 
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An Update on Great Commission Media: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave’s next country is Suriname, right next door  
to Guyana, which is the country that the Radiate Youth 
Mission Team went to for their summer mission trip a  
couple of years ago.  It is a small, Dutch-speaking country 
of 500,000, a former Dutch colony, independent since 
1975.   
 
GCMM is doing another national campaign there, which 
will hopefully launch in June.  Please keep Dave in your 
prayers as he travels and prepares for this incredible           
outreach.  You can find more information about the ministry 
at  http://www.gcmediaministries.org/  
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Seeking God and Walking Together in Love 
 
As Christian men, it doesn’t take much discernment to  
recognize that we are living in dangerous days. In fact, it’s 
obvious that the god of this age is doing all he can to create 
chaos and confusion. He tries to divide the body of Christ 
through disagreement and offense that will empty believers 
of love for God and for one another (Matthew 24:10) and 
separate them into living isolated lives.   
 
The apostle Paul warned Timothy that prior to the Lord’s 
return and restoration of all things, there would be terrible 
times (2 Timothy 3) and many would turn away from the 
faith, giving attention to seducing spirits and doctrines of 
demons (1 Timothy 4). Now is the time for the true body of 
Christ to be unified in love, holiness and righteousness! 
 
On Tuesday, January 14, a new men’s group began  
meeting in the BCF Fellowship Hall. Its agenda is to fulfill 
the two greatest commandments Jesus gave us: Love God 
and love each other. Let me explain what several of us  
have sensed the Lord showing us about how this is to be 
accomplished.   
 
First, in loving God with everything we have, the group  
desires to see God build His kingdom. The group has no 
agenda to build an organization or church name. The Lord 
desires that we as men seek Him individually and corporate-
ly through worship and prayer. He desires that we seek His 
presence to come and lead in all facets of the group’s  
function, including teachings, worship, prayer, and fellow-
ship gatherings outside the meetings. The unyielding  
passion of the group is for men to come together and  
cultivate intimacy with God and one another and to obey 
what He is saying and doing.   
 
The group will be a place where men can feel safe and  
encouraged to seek and hear God for themselves and share 
with others what God is doing and saying. In 1 Corinthians 
14:26, Paul wrote, “When you come together, each of you 
has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue 
or an interpretation.  Everything must be done so that the 
church may be built up.”  Men contributing and participating 
will strengthen the group as a whole, creating a healthy and 
vibrant atmosphere as together we desire to move forward 
with God.  
 
In addition to seeking God together, we as men must walk 
together through our trials and tribulations. “Endure and  
carry one another’s burdens and troublesome moral faults, 
and in this way fulfill and observe perfectly the law of Christ 
and complete what is lacking in your obedience to 
it” (Galatians 6:2, Amplified).  
 
Loving God and one another as men will help us cast our 
burdens onto Christ, as we come alongside others and help 
them carry their burdens. Fulfilling the law of Christ will  

 
 
cultivate trust and transparency. Living truthfully before God 
and with one another is how we live in God’s light. “If we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us 
from all sin” (1 John 1:7).   
 
There is real purpose as we live openly before God and  
other men. Spending eternity with the God who says He will 
make His dwelling with His people is the goal (Revelation 
21:3). As men, we must continue to live in repentance,  
intimacy, and surrender before the Lord and with one  
another, with the coming day of the Lord in mind. 
 

And let us consider and give attentive, continuous 
care to watching over one another, studying how we 
may stimulate and incite to love and helpful deeds 
and noble activities, not forsaking nor neglecting to 
assemble together as believers, as is the habit of 
some people, but warning, urging, and encouraging 
one another, and all the more faithfully as you see the 
day approaching.   --Hebrews 10:24-25, Amplified   

 
Alone, we simply don’t have the wisdom and spiritual  
sight to see all that God desires for us to see. Let us  
walk together in love, helping one another in the many  
tribulations we must all walk through as we enter the  
kingdom of God. We hope to see you on Tuesday nights!  

      
    --Marc Durkin 

 
 
Men’s Ministry Team contact info: 
 
 

 
 
 

Matt Hegstrom 
651-503-0675 
thornscrossnails@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Cary Kimmel 
612-868-1007 
cskimmel@comcast.net 

men’sLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
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Time with God in Family Sabbatical 
 
You all just heard the 2014 theme message and know how 
Pastor Jim will stre-e-etch out the word until the very last 
minute. But as I think about this LIFEline’s theme of “Come 
to, With, and After Me,” isn’t that how God sometimes 
seems? I mean, who can understand His crazy ways? After 
reading through the Bible with the church in 2011 and 
2012, what else is there to think except that God doesn’t 
always make sense? In 2012, our world seemed a bit  
nonsensical. Our family welcomed Aviana Joy, and we 
mourned the loss of three unborn babies who should have 
come in as cousins that year.  
 
We also prepared for our family sabbatical in Peru. God 
cleared the way for us. I asked for a leave of absence from 
my job and was granted not only that, but the offer that my 
position would be held by rotating someone in to cover 
when I was gone for twenty-two months! We found great 
renters for our Minnesota home and also a house in Peru 
before we left, with the ability to purchase furnishings for  
it from the family that was leaving. Before we came to Peru, 
we made connections with families in Peru through a Face-
book group, had our finances fall into place, and got award 
mileage flights. And an army of people came together to 
help us do everything we needed to do before leaving. 
 
Our goal in Peru is to take time to rest—to have a sabbath. 
Dave has been spending time in Bible study and prayer 
with three major projects: reading through the Bible and 
selecting thirty key stories that can be used to help people 
understand the overall story of the Bible, selecting Bible 
verses to go with our family poster  and for us to work on 
memorizing in 2014, and preparing a prayer poster for  
Aviana (he did one for Mirabel when she was two, based 
on qualities we see in her and think God wants to develop 
in her).  

 
I have been listening 
to broadcasts from 
Living on the Edge 
(lote.org) and learning 
about God’s qualities 
and His goals for us.  
I am being challenged 
with things I need to 
examine and change 
about myself. (The 
goal of Living on  
the Edge is to help 
Christians live like 
Christians, and part of 

 
 
 

my goal here  
is to work  
on my inner 
qualities to  
become more 
winsome and 
loving.) I’m 
also working 
hard to be-
come a better 
parent and 
help strength-
en our family.  
 
One of the ways we are doing this is working with an  
organization called connectedfamilies.org. They have  
parenting tips and ideas based on the way that Jesus  
and Paul discipled. (Thanks to Beth VanVeldhuizen for  
introducing me to them!) We are halfway through a  
coaching package with them, and their tips are helping  
our family to be more peaceful and effective. 
 
Then there is everyday life! We are enjoying Arequipa.  
Typical weather is sunny with highs in the mid-70s. We  
are working to improve our Spanish, and Mirabel is in a 
Christian school. Aviana stays home with us. We don’t 
have a car, so we walk or take public transport (combis)  
to get around. Groceries are procured a few bags at a time 
from multiple shops (no one-stop Super Target here!) We 
have been blessed with a wonderful part-time empleada 
who helps cook and clean and navigate the culture. If  
you want to stay in touch with us or hear more about  
our Peruvian adventures, check out our blog at sojourn-
ersdk.blogspot.com or facebook.com/familysabbatical. 
 
I don’t think God calls everyone to leave the country to 
spend time with Him, but I do think that the ability to be out 
of our normal culture and spend time with God in another 
culture will help shape and mold our family. I also think it’s 
possible to carve out time 
with God wherever you are 
to listen and hear what 
plans and dreams He has 
for you. May you heed His 
call to “Come to, With, and 
After Me.” 
   

 --Keturah Pestel 

familyLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 

DAVID & KETURAH, 
MIRABEL, AVIANA 

MIRABEL ARRIVING 
IN PERU AT THE 
START OF THEIR 

FAMILY SABBATICAL 
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The Call to Come and Die 
 
(Editor's note: Our LIFEline staff is pleased to introduce a book 
review feature in this issue. If you have read a book you believe 
will motivate our church body to growing maturity in Christ, please 
contact Liz Kimmel at lkimmel@betheltwincities.org.) 

  
If any man would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me.  
   --Jesus Christ (Luke 9:23) 

 
When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.  

  --Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
After hearing three friends rave about          
Dietrich Bonhoeffer's biography entitled 
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, 
Spy,  I tackled this 600-page book by          
Eric Metaxas. There I encountered an  
incredible man who modeled Luke 9:23  
by engaging his culture and living fully as 
Christ’s disciple. I also met someone I 
would value as a friend. 
 

Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) lived in Germany during the rise of 
Adolph Hitler and Germany’s involvement in World War II. 
The son of a famous German psychiatrist, he determined at 
age fourteen to be a theologian and earned his doctorate at 
age twenty-one. He studied and taught in Berlin and in New 
York City, where the African-American Abyssinian Baptist 
Church in Harlem greatly impacted his faith.  
 
Many Germans felt they desperately needed a strong  
Führer (German for “leader”) to restore Germany after 
World War I. In 1933, two days after Hitler was elected, 
young Bonhoeffer (age 26) gave a public radio address 
warning against making any leader the ultimate authority, 
emphasizing that true leadership derived its authority from 
God. His speech, though not referring directly to Hitler, was 
prophetic in that Hitler easily stepped into this autocratic 
Führer role that submitted to no one. Metaxas writes: 
 

Bonhoeffer’s speech was titled, “The Younger  
Generation’s Altered Concept of Leadership.” It  
dealt with the fundamental problems of leadership  
by a Führer, explaining how such a leader inevitably 
becomes an idol and a “mis-leader.” Before 
[Bonhoeffer] could finish, the speech was cut off. 

   
Bonhoeffer saw what others could not or would not see, 
including Hitler's animosity toward Jews and his efforts to 
utilize the church for his purposes.  When many church 
leaders compromised with Hitler, Bonhoeffer helped form 
the “Confessing Church,” which was made of true  
followers of Christ who refused Nazi influence. He also 
trained young men to be disciples of Christ, not just  
pastors, in an underground seminary that Nazi secret police 
shut down in 1937. His part in the resistance movement 

against Hitler led to his 1943 imprisonment. On April 9, 
1945, he was executed at age thirty-nine, just three weeks 
before the Germans surrendered.  
 
His final words were, “This is the end. For me the beginning 
of life.” A doctor who witnessed Bonhoeffer’s hanging 
wrote, “In the almost fifty years that I worked as a doctor,  
I have hardly seen a man die so entirely submissive to the 
will of God.”  
 
Bonhoeffer still speaks to us today through his books The 
Cost of Discipleship, Life Together, and Letters and Papers 
from Prison. 
 
In The Cost of Discipleship he contrasts cheap and costly 
grace: 

 
Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without 
requiring repentance... communion without confes-
sion... grace without discipleship, grace without  
the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and  
incarnate. 
 
Costly grace is... costly because it calls us to follow, 
and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus 
Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and 
it is grace because it gives a man the only true life... 
Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of 
his Son...  
 

In Bonhoeffer’s biography, Metaxas presents a strong,  
Bible-believing Christian who deeply loved and followed 
Christ. He portrays Bonhoeffer as educated, informed,  
and thoughtful, while continually struggling for answers  
and direction from God.   
 
Bonhoeffer and many Germans were willing to resist Hitler 
at great cost to themselves and their families. Battles still 
rage between the kingdoms of darkness and light, and 
many parallels exist between our culture and Bonhoeffer’s. 
Bonhoeffer believed there was a window of time in which 
the evil destroying a society could be stopped, after which  
it would be too late. He wrote: 
 

The ultimate test of a moral society is the kind of 
world that it leaves to its children.  
 

Christians today must be alert to the dangers of any  
government or culture that tries to marginalize the church’s 
influence. We must be willing, as Bonhoeffer was, to  
speak out and take action to overcome evil with truth,  
righteousness and justice.  

 
Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not 
hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act 
is to act.   --Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
   
  --Book reviewed by Jean Swenson 

shelfLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
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Come  [kuhm]  

verb (used without object), came, come, 

com·ing.  

1. to approach or move toward a particular person or 
place: Come here. Don't come any closer!  

2. to arrive by movement or in the course of progress: 
The train from Boston is coming.  

3. to approach or arrive in time, in succession, etc.: 
Christmas comes once a year. I'll come to your 
question next.  

4. to move into view; appear.  
5. to extend; reach: The dress comes to her knees.  
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Yeshua’s Delivery Service 
 

Emancipation, not in stages, 
Hidden deep in open sight. 

Passed on down through endless ages, 
Soothing balm to heal your plight. 

Proclaimed by ordinary sages, 
Living out this point of view. 
Offering a new life’s story, 

“Christ in you, the Hope of Glory!” 
 

--Bruce Beyer 

Living in God’s Big House 
 

Beginning is the step-off point 
For where you choose to go. 
Belonging: It’s the urgency 
That’s bound to every soul. 

Believing:  Faith!  The catalyst 
That makes us want to move. 
Becoming is the end result: 
The Christ life to improve. 

 
--Bruce Beyer 

Companionship is much desired, 
Someone to share all that has transpired. 

A person with whom we communicate; 
All the good and the bad, they’ll evaluate. 

It’s not complex – we all want a friend, 
Someone on whom we can always depend. 

 
Jesus would share that communion with us. 
He’s willing that all things can be discussed. 

He says that in Him we will be complete, 
And between us the unity very sweet. 

A third call that causes our hearts to be awed: 
“Come with Me,” and you’ll be a friend of God! 

 
--Liz Kimmel 

He Calls us to Come 
 

Days filled with stress and commotion, 
Compulsion the birthplace of motion, 

We’ve a disposition to compare 
All of our happenstance with “theirs” . . .  

This is the life now commonplace 
When we find ourselves outside God’s grace. 

 
His heart is to comfort the wary 

And to lift off the burdens we carry. 
Compassion beyond comprehension, 

God’s heart – one with ours – His intention. 
This is the call that would set us free: 

“All who are weary, Come to Me.” 
 

 
 

His love compels us to pursue 
His will in all we say and do. 

He, as our compass, leads the way. 
Submit to Him with each new day. 

Commence to travel where He guides, 
Let nothing turn you from His side. 

 
Be passionate toward His command. 

He’ll gladly hold you in His hand. 
As you deny all earthly pull 

You’ll comprehend His presence full. 
A second call that Jesus voiced: 

“Come after Me,” a crucial choice. 
  

He Calls us to Come 



A Call to Intimacy with Jesus 
 
I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from 

my Father I have made known to you. 
       

    --John 15:15 
 
I will never forget a statement my college theology teacher 
made more than forty years ago when he was describing 
one of the identifying marks of a true Christ-follower. He 
observed that those who have a genuine knowledge of the 
transcendent God through faith in Jesus will freely talk 
about Jesus with joy that flows out of their relationship with 
Him as their personal Friend. They will speak naturally of 
Jesus when they describe the presence and work of God in 
their lives.  
 
In the past four decades, I have often witnessed how true 
this is. My teacher's words have challenged me to point 
specifically to Jesus when I have the opportunity to tell  
others about the ministry of God's goodness and grace in 
my life. I have found great joy when others, including people 
I have met just a short time before, share my desire to bring 
honor to the name of Jesus. 
 
This joy is a precious fruit that grows in the lives of those 
who have heard Jesus' threefold call to come to Him, after 
Him, and with Him. It has its roots in God's work to make us 
His children, His followers, and His friends. It is important 
that we come to Jesus so that we, through faith, can receive 
forgiveness of sins and become children of God. It is imper-
ative that we also come after Jesus and be His followers. 
However, I believe the crowning desire of Jesus is that we 
come with Him and walk with Him in growing intimacy as 
friends. 
 
The apostles Peter and John bore the marks of having been 
with Jesus. Acts 4:13 tells how the religious leaders who 
had so earnestly sought and, it initially seemed, succeeded 
in ridding themselves of Jesus “were astonished” by Christ's 
miracle-working power that flowed through Peter and John 
and also by their strong spoken witness of His resurrection 
life. They recognized that Peter and John “had been  with 
Jesus.” 
 

 
 
What does it mean to come with Jesus, to walk with Him as 
His friend? Does it merely mean that we share a common 
interest and have fun being together? Or does it have a 
deeper meaning of intimate, experiential knowledge of God 
through His Son, Jesus Christ? Jesus described it as the 
latter in some of the last teaching He gave to His eleven 
closest followers (see John 15:5 above). He revealed that it 
is possible for us to cup our ears to His heart and walk hand 
in hand with Him in fulfilling the purposes and plans of our 
Father in heaven. 
 
The natural call of our sinful human nature is to do whatever 
makes us feel good. It comes to us day and night, every 
day. It is the result of the self-centeredness that afflicts  
us all and causes strife in relationships on every level. It 
opposes God's purpose and call for us to know Him and 
come with Him through every life situation. 
 
Yet, through the destructive, distracting din arising from our 
sinful selfishness, the voice of Jesus clearly rings with the 
invitation to come with Him and personally know and love 
Him. He calls us to turn from anything that separates us 
from Him and receive His forgiveness. He offers us His 
friendship in response to our choice to surrender to Him 
and, by faith, walk with Him. 
 
Can the people around you recognize that you have been 
with Jesus? Are you cupping your ear to the heart of Jesus 
and learning the will of the Father from Him? Christ is  
calling you to come to Him, after Him and with Him. Do  
you hear His voice? Will you respond to His call by reaching 
out your hand and your heart to Him? Will you walk in the 
joy of intimate relationship with Jesus? 
 
       
    --Ken Holmgren 

There is an easy way to raise money for BCF  Missions just by searching the 
Internet with GoodSearch.com.  It's simple. You use GoodSearch.com like any 
other search engine — the site is powered by Yahoo! — but each time you do, 
money is generated for BCF.   The more people who use this, the more money will 
go to the missions program here at Bethel. 
 

It’s easy to get started.  Just go to www.goodsearch.com and enter Bethel  
Christian Fellowship Missions as your non-profit of choice.  Make  
goodsearch.com your home page or add it to your toolbar….then search away! 
(Please note that image searches do not count toward fundraising AND, your 
search must be legitimate. You may not search for google.com on goodsearch. 
That is considered a fraudulent search and will not be counted toward our goal.) 

You can also see how much has been raised by clicking the “amount raised”  
button on the main page.  An average of 1 penny is donated for every search     

we do.  Every bit helps!  

You cay also do a good portion of your shopping online and earn varying percent-
ages of your purchase price for missions.  Check it out at the following address:   

http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx  
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