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MONTHLY
THEME:

The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with several of our recent sermon series:
During the Advent season of 2011 the pastors preached on The Generous Gift.
This issue will include articles that focus on the truths we learned through that series.

What a Good Daddy!
(Editor's note: In the following article, BCFM's Tyler Hanna,
a recent graduate of Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge,
expresses his gratitude to God as “a good and loving Daddy.”
We believe it is a very fitting way to introduce you to this LIFEline
issue on “The Generous Gift.”)

It blows my mind that an outrageously huge and allpowerful God loves and cares about us. That He is even
willing to give us anything is incredible! I think about my
own life—about all the rotten and disgusting things I used
to say and do—and then where I am today because of
almighty God. It gives me butterflies in my stomach. It
causes me to well up with so much emotion that I almost
cry and my bottom lip quivers.
There is no way that you or I deserve any of this. This is
what makes our God so glorious and great. He is a God
of goodness! He is a God of grace! He is a God who is
generous! Even when we are bad, legalistic, and selfish,
He doesn’t hold our sins against us. Instead, He gives us
exactly what we don’t deserve, and that is Him.

gratitude to overflow from within us. As Psalm 33:1 says,
”Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting for the
upright to praise Him.”
Gratitude is much needed in today’s society and culture,
especially within the body of Christ. If you’re truly grateful
for something, that means you must have at least thought
about it first in your heart and considered it in your mind.
We all know that God is most concerned with our inner
man and developing our character rather than our religious
acts. Like Hosea 6:6 says, ”For I desire mercy, not
sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God rather than
burnt offerings.”
You may occasionally hear the great advice, “Have an
attitude of gratitude!” When we are intentionally grateful
and appreciate the things God has done in our lives, it
leaves less space for our hearts to worry about what we
don’t have. It leaves less ground for the enemy to trample
on in our lives.
One of my absolute favorite scriptures is Romans 2:4: “...do
you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads
you to repentance?” (New King James Version). I absolutely love the fact that this verse says the goodness of God is
what leads us to repentance. It is not the condemnation or
judgment of God that leads us to repentance, but rather His
goodness that draws us towards change.

MONTHLY

SCRIPTURE:

Makes you want to worship in His holy presence, right?
Everything that God created displays honor and glory to
Him, and when we choose to worship God, we are joining
with all creation in His divine purpose. Psalm 92:4 paints
an awesome picture of how we should respond to God's
glorious creation, ”For you make me glad by your deeds,
Lord; I sing for joy at what your hands have done.” When
God's plans are always and only good because He is a
we intentionally set our hearts on Him in worship, we are
good Father. ”And we know that in
taking our rightful place in the universe, causing praise and all things God works for the good
Continued on page 3

He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior. Titus 3:6 (NLT)
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pastor’sPAGE
An Opportunity to be Thankful
“Sounds like an opportunity. … If someone
prays for patience, do you think God gives them
patience, or does he give them opportunity to be
patient? If they pray for courage, does he give
them courage, or does he give them opportunity to
be courageous? If someone prayed for the family
to be closer, do you think God zaps them with
warm fuzzy feelings, or does he give them
opportunity to love each other?”
God (played by Morgan Freeman) said these words
to Evan’s wife during a moment of crisis in the movie
“Evan Almighty”. She had an opportunity like the ones
he described. She had to choose whether or not she would
support her husband in his insane endeavor to build an
ark. She ultimately decided to support Evan and the story
ended happily for their family.
Do you ever feel like you have such an opportunity?
It can be really difficult to look at the less-than-ideal
circumstances in our lives and see them as great
chances to allow the Lord to work in us.
We are looking back at the sermon series entitled
“Generous Gift”. It was two years ago during this season
that we were reminded of God’s overflowing goodness,
grace, and generosity. The natural response of our hearts
to these traits and gifts of God is overflowing gratitude.
These are things we can rejoice in!
However, it seems that every year, as time goes on and
new challenges arise, or as plans we’ve made don’t pan
out exactly as we would wish, our gratitude overflows a
little less. If we are not careful, it can start slowly drying
up until it’s evaporated altogether.

“Always be joyful. Keep on praying. No matter what
happens, always be thankful, for this is God’s will for you
who belong to Christ Jesus.” ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
We are about to enter the season of Thanksgiving, followed
closely by one of the greatest celebrations of joy and
gratitude, Christmas. The truth is that we might be bringing
questions, challenges, and disappointments into this
season.
Everything in my life seems so chaotic. Is God even in
control?
“Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed
before God made anything at all and is supreme over all
creation. Christ is the one through whom God created
everything in heaven and earth. He made the things we
can see and the things we can’t see - kings, kingdoms,
rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created
through him and for him. He existed before everything
else began, and he holds all creation together.”
Colossians 1:15-17
I have no idea how I’m going to make ends meet.
“Don’t worry about everyday life - whether you have
enough food, drink and clothes. Doesn’t life consist of more
than food and clothing? Look at the birds. They don’t need
to plant or harvest or put food in barns, because your
heavenly Father feeds them. And you are far more valuable
to him than they are.” ~ Matthew 6:25-26
There are things in my life that I just don’t know how to
handle.
“If you need wisdom - if you want to know what God wants
you to do - ask him and he will gladly tell you. He will not
resent your asking. But when you ask, be sure that you
really expect him to answer…” ~James 1:5-6a

God has given us things that we can always be grateful for
regardless of what is happening in our lives. He gave us
the MOST generous gift - Himself! Through his birth, life,
death, and resurrection, he restored us to right relationship
with him, and now we don’t walk through this life alone.

Whatever the year ahead brings, we have a generous God
who daily gives us not only the greatest gift of all - Himself but all we need to live and thrive.

I have often wondered how people who are still walking
their life journey without Him do it. It is not surprising to me
at all that the world is so hopeless and lost. Without him life
has no rhyme or reason. We have the very great privilege
of enjoying his presence. He is with us. I can’t imagine
anything that could inspire more gratitude.

What “opportunities” are you bringing into this time of
thanksgiving and celebration? Which ones will you take
with you into the New Year? Will you allow the Lord to use
the opportunity for your growth? God has encouragement
for the journey. He has promised to be with us and to give
us all we need. And He never breaks His word.

The knowledge of God’s goodness, his love toward us,
and his presence with us is something we can rejoice in
always.

And that is something for which we can give thanks!
--Pastor Ben Clark
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Celebrating the Greatest Gift...Jesus
It was a thrilling discovery for Sam and me to talk about
traditions that we wanted our family to have as we
celebrate Christmas each year. With five energetic kids
in the home, it is an exciting time of year! The more we
discussed future traditions, the more we knew that one
thing should be clear. Christmas is about celebrating
the greatest gift…Jesus.
We decided that we wanted our children’s birthdays to
be extra special so that they could see Christmas is extra
special for Jesus. For us, this meant that we set our yearly
budget in such a way that our kids receive more presents
on their birthday and not at Christmastime. After all, it is
Jesus’ birthday that we are celebrating, right?
So how can we focus our kids’ attention to value the
true meaning of Christmas and not get caught up in
the things that they might receive during this time?
Here are a few ideas that have helped us…

Attend a Christmas Eve service together.
It is a great opportunity to reflect as a family and with
others about what a blessing this special time of year is
to all.
Limit your children’s Christmas
presents from Mom and Dad to
three gifts.
Tell them that this day is about
Jesus, and when He was born,
He received three gifts.
Encourage kids to give to each other.
If you have young children, give each child some money to
pick out a present for a sibling (older children might use
money that they have earned or saved). This can be a fun
shopping experience as kids learn to think about giving to
others on Christmas.

Bless others during the holiday season.
You could take your children to a grocery store and have
them pick out one special item to anonymously give to
another family (to the kids at least). You might even
combine these items with a grocery gift card to bless a
family in need.

Share the Christmas story in a unique way.
With younger kids, consider using a visual to share this
special story, or have someone read it while others act
it out. This can be great fun together. Last year we were
rolling on the ground with laughter because of all of the
funny voices Sam was using to tell the story with the play
nativity set.

Make a birthday cake for Jesus (minus the 2000+ candles!).
Sing Happy Birthday to Jesus on Christmas. We have
even started a tradition of eating the birthday cake for
dinner on Christmas so that the time is more relaxed and
Mommy has one less meal to prepare! ☺

Regardless of what ideas your children might have about
Christmas, this is a great opportunity for us as parents to
teach them about being thankful for all that God has given
us and celebrating the greatest gift we have ever received
and could ever give: Jesus.
--Sarah Snyder

What a Good Daddy! continued from page 1

of those who love Him, who have been called according
to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). He has our absolute best
intentions in mind. So when we feel the tugging of the Holy
Spirit calling us to repentance, it’s a good idea to ask the
Father what He thinks about the current issue we're dealing
with. Lord, what do YOU think about this? Hmm, yeah? Oh
I see! Ok, I’ll do that!

when we didn't deserve it. Hallelujah! This, my friends, is
what you'd call grace - a generous gift from the Father,
bestowed on us out of His love and goodness.

Father, make us more like You. Help us to walk in Your will
and to be grateful for all things. Let goodness be the only
thing on our minds, and let kindness be the fruit of those
thoughts. Thank You for Jesus. Thank You that we have a
One definition of repentance is to “change your mind.”
relationship with You and that You love us so much. Help
Generally, when God reveals a better way to us, it’s hard to us to be a blessing to our brothers
resist the wisdom and goodness in His plan. It causes us to and sisters. Help us to be givers
turn from whatever foolishness we’re indulging in to the
and not takers. I trust that You will
fullness of His Spirit. What a good Daddy!
carry all this on to perfection, dear
Lord. In the mighty name of Jesus.
God is such a good and loving Daddy that He gave us the
Amen.
ultimate gift, His Son, Jesus Christ, so that we wouldn’t be
separated from Him and His splendorous love. ”For God so
--Tyler Hanna
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16). God loved; therefore He gave. He gave
the most valuable thing He could think of. He gave even
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Randolph and
Swintosky
(Editor's note: This is the eleventh in a series of BCF Hall of Faith Snelling to buy a
gallon of milk and
articles intended to help us recall godly characteristics of those
who have walked before us at BCF and also to challenge us to
was surprised to
walk in surrender to Christ as they did.)
see Lee a little
ahead of him in
Just a few weeks ago, on Sunday, October 20, Eirik
the checkout line.
Rasmussen, BCF's pastoral intern, reminded our
As they renewed
congregation of our fifth foundational principle and value:
their acquaintance,
We will value every member as a minister. As I listened to George discovered
Eirik's message, my thoughts traveled to my memories of
that Lee was living just a short distance from the grocery
Lee Swintosky, a precious Christian brother who quietly, in store. More importantly, he learned that Lee was a broken
an unassuming manner, lived out this value in his loving
man, for his older son had been murdered just a few days
service to Jesus and to many in our church body and
before.
beyond.
Reaching out with Christ's love, George invited Lee to
I had the great privilege of spending a
come to Bethel. Lee came, and he stayed. He received
lot of time with Lee the last fifteen years ministry from the church's pastors and came to experience
before God took him home to heaven in the comfort and care that only God can give. As God
May 2008. He and he wife Jeanne
comforted him, he, in the pattern of 2 Corinthians 1:3-4,
were very loyal, faithful participants in
comforted others with the comfort he received from God
our small group activities, and the
and expressed it in his practical, caring deeds for others.
members of our group often met in the George says of Lee: “He was a very quiet person, but a
Swintosky home . Our hearts were
very helping person. He was kind to others. He knew how
always warmed by the gracious gift of
to minister to people with his gifting. He helped people
hospitality that flowed so freely from
paint their houses and take care of chores. He really was a
Lee and Jeanne.
godly man.”

A Faithful Minister Who Cared for Others

Lee was a man who cared very deeply for those God
placed in his life. My wife, Sharon, and I will never forget
how Lee and Jeanne came to our house several times in
the spring of 1995 and helped transform our kitchen from
a room with drab, dark green walls to an inviting room with
a bright red and white décor. In 1996, when I was in the
hospital with a broken ankle that required surgery, Lee
stopped by to see me. I was sleeping, so he wrote me a
simple note: I stopped by to visit, but you were sleeping.
Talk to you later. Lord bless... His note expressed no
directly spiritual encouragement for me, but it richly
blessed my spirit through the challenging circumstances
I was facing.

My two sons, Paul and Sam, were blessed by Lee's life
and ministry, and they have written tributes to the ministry
of God's grace at work in him and through him. Lee went
home to heaven after a long battle with cancer the morning
of May 4, 2008, and that evening Paul Holmgren wrote
an e-mail with “some thoughts on Lee's legacy”:
When Lee arrived at Bethel in 1987, he was a
broken man, having recently lost his oldest son. He
found his identity in Christ. I believe he was truly
healed.
While he was with us, he served well. He did not
seek title or position. Those who received hospitality
from him were provided for without reservation.

BCF's George Varghese knew Lee as a young man,
and he remembers the personal interest and care Lee
extended to him forty-five years ago. When George was a
His ministry of service will be greatly missed. His
senior at North Central Bible College in Minneapolis in the
prolonged illness had limited his ability to serve. To
1967-68 school year, he met Lee, who had come to live in
all of us, family and friends alike, we will never
an apartment near the North Central campus. “We became
forget the grace of the Lord to allow Lee to serve us.
friends,” George recalls. “In early 1968 I was learning how
to drive. He was from the St. Peter area, and one day he
Sam Holmgren remembers...
asked me if I wanted to go there with him. I had a permit to
drive, and he sat with me both ways while I was driving. He
Lee was one of the most gentle, quiet, but affirming
did the errand he needed to do, and he helped teach me to
men I've ever met. From my teen years until my
drive. He was a really helping person.”
early twenties, I would visit Lee and Jeanne, and I
always felt such acceptance, care, and love from
After Lee went to college at Oral Roberts University in
them. During the seasons of life when I was at my
Tulsa, Oklahoma, George lost contact with him. However,
lowest, they were an encouragement to me when I
one summer evening in 1987, he went to a grocery store at
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needed acceptance and kindness from people,
especially adults, because I wasn't feeling it from
my peers.
When Lee passed away, I felt the loss like that of a
close uncle or grandparent who had been there for
me when I really needed them. The thing is that
there was no experience or one time that made me
feel close to Lee and Jeanne. I just felt loved and
accepted by them, whatever happened. Whether it
was my helping them do renovations on their
house, their letting me come over for supper, or my
watching their dog while they were traveling, I
always felt like I was welcome and wanted by them.
If I ever attain even half the heritage of hospitality
and kindness that I remember of Lee (and Jeanne),
I will be a happy man.
Perhaps the best way to conclude this article is to share
memories that Lee's widow, Jeanne Swintosky, has
graciously shared:
From the time I met him, Lee always had a truck. It
didn't take long for me to notice that Lee and his
truck were a very popular couple. They seemed to
be in demand nearly every weekend. Whenever
anyone was moving or if someone needed furniture
picked up (and even assembled), he would get a
call. Lee got a lot of calls. This was also a period of
extensive renovation at the church, and Lee, being
an experienced painter, also made himself available
to help when he could. I never remember him
grumbling or complaining about the work he did for
others...or for the Kingdom. He had a true servant's
heart.
Lee grew up with parents who drank a lot, probably
alcoholics by today's definition. When I met him,
Lee was very active in an Alanon program for
which he eventually assumed leadership. He was
truly committed to helping others overcome their
addictions, be emotionally healthy, and make peace
with their past. He collected tons of tracts and books
to pass out in an attempt to help. We had the
opportunity to lead a support group at Bethel in the
mid-nineties. It was to be a safe place for people to
talk about the challenges they had encountered in
their lives, as well as a tremendous opportunity to
get to know and help others.
As a Veteran's Service officer, Lee had daily
encounters with military men and women who were
dealing with struggles of many kinds, from PTSD or
other mental health problems to physical disabilities
or financial and relationship problems. Lee was an
honorable man who took his job seriously and gave
his best effort to help. When people expressed
gratitude to him personally, he would frequently say,
"If there is any good in me, it is from the Lord." He

was a man who was not afraid to share "the reason
for the hope" that was within him (1 Peter 3:15).
Hospitality was one of Lee's strong giftings. We
didn't have much time to be alone, as family
members and friends through church relationships
moved in and out. Lee took/adopted my family as
his, and although some weren't sure at first, they
grew to love him very much. In public and in his
family life, Lee was mindful of his image as a
Christian man. One day I proudly purchased a fish
to mount on one of our vehicles and asked Lee if he
would do the job. He procrastinated, and finally I
asked him why he hadn't put the fish on our vehicle.
He sheepishly answered that he didn't want people
to know he was a Christian when he drove too fast.
Lee fought a brave battle with cancer, non-Hodgkins
lymphoma, for over twelve years. He submitted his
body to many conventional and non-conventional
treatments and never seemed to give up hope.
He lived life as fully as he could and truly did not
complain. I think he just was secure that his life
was ultimately in God's hands. Just before he lost
consciousness on the afternoon of May 3, 2008, I
said to him, "I think Jesus is ready to take you
home” and then asked, “Are you ready to go?" He
nodded yes, and I told him it was OK. It was the first
time he acknowledged a willingness to give up the
fight. He hung on through the night, but went Home
about 11:30 a.m. on May 4.
I believe the most significant way Lee expressed God's
love was his practice of asking others very directly what
their prayer needs were. In the many small group meetings
I had the privilege of sharing fellowship with him, he often
turned to me and asked me, “What do you want us to pray
for?” We honor Lee Swintosky as a faithful minister who
cared very deeply for those God placed in his life.
--Ken Holmgren

A new commandment I give to you,
that you love one another:
just as I have loved you,
you also are to love one another.
By this all people will know
that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another."
John 13:34-35
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God's Generous Gifts for Stan
Many of you know that Stan
Burlager was very ill earlier this
year. He spent some time in the
hospital, but he’s well now and
doing great. Stan and I have
talked about the things that
happened during that time, and
I’m sure he has shared what he
experienced with many of you.
The story of what happened to
Stan really isn’t about him; it’s
about God and how generous
He is.

There was joy in keeping watch over Stan, and at the
beginning, our hope that God would heal him was secure.
Then came a day that shocked many of us, or at least me.
The doctors had met with Stan’s family to let them know
that within a week they would need to consider taking him
off the respirator and letting him go. I was stunned. I lost
the hope I thought I had. I was upset that I couldn’t get past
my emotional disappointment and trust God.

However, God was generous. He gave me hope through
Cathy Oestreich’s words. She refused to accept the bad
news and chose rather to believe. God used her words to
give hope back to me. By the next day, after the medical
staff tried one last thing, Stan had dramatically changed.
At the beginning, it took Stan a couple weeks to realize that His lungs were miraculously showing improvement!
he needed to take his illness seriously. When he went to
the emergency room, he was admitted right away, and
After that, when a doctor would say they didn’t know when,
within two days he was put into an induced coma. This
if ever, Stan would get off the respirator or dialysis or
happened at the right time and place for the medical staff
something else, a great change would happen the next
to catch the system failures his body, mainly his lungs and day. One time a doctor said it would be months before his
kidneys, went through. For a month, he was in a coma and kidneys would start to work again; the next day they started
had no idea what was going on.
to work. The doctor sat on Stan’s bed that day and said it
was a miracle. We saw nurses and doctors amazed at how
After Stan woke up, people filled him in on all the things
quickly Stan recovered.
God had done for him. This was strange to him because
he thought he had been in a coma only a couple of days.
Toward the end of Stan’s stay at the hospital, one of the
The medical staff never learned what caused Stan's illness, medical staff said that she had not expected him to make it.
but he did find out how God had used him through his
A doctor who had attended to him in the emergency room
illness and daily showed His love and provisions for him!
five weeks before came by and was surprised to see that
Every time we saw him, Stan would say, “God shows me
he was still alive. After seeing the chart reading that several
something new every day. I have a heightened awareness of Stan's systems had failed, the doctor stated that Stan
of God’s work.”
being alive was like winning the lottery. We believed that
not many people left that ICU alive, so when Stan was able
When Stan was “sleeping,” it was a difficult time for all of
to walk again, he went back there to show them, to give
us. However, through the difficulty, we saw God pour out
them hope, a generous gift.
His gifts. Everyone who was in some way connected to
Stan—church, family, medical staff, other patients and their We saw God work in many ways in many people. We were
families—were all touched by Stan’s struggle for life and
blessed by Stan’s mother and sisters who were there every
God’s love for him through all the people who prayed over day, giving up vacation, time off work, just being there. We
him and just wanted to be with him. A woman saw us often were moved by their love for him. Later, Stan shared about
praying for Stan and asked us to pray for her brother who
how God showed him how much his family loved him. A gift
was very ill. She said her brother would be comforted by
that God gave Stan was a revelation of love between him
knowing that we prayed for him.
and one of his sisters. He now was able to see that love in
ways he wasn’t able to see before.
At one point, a nurse said that she needed to meet Stan
because she wondered why so many people would pray
God was generous to many people, to those with hope and
and care for him so much. Early on, when quite a few
to those without hope. He was generous to Stan's family,
people were in the room, we apologized for getting in the
his church family, doctors and nurses, and even to Stan.
way of the staff as they were busy with all the equipment
Many people witnessed this, and God worked in each of
surrounding Stan. One of the staff told us to keep doing
their lives. What about all the other stories of all the
what we were doing because we were on the same team.
generous gifts God is giving in our lives today?
All the staff had love and compassion for Stan. God
was showing His love for Stan and for each of us by
surrounding him and us with people who care.
--Duane Perry
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God’s Unexpected Gifts
God’s gifts to each of us often come in unexpected ways.
This past year Pastor Jim preached on how Jesus invites
His followers to “Come with Me.” As I surrendered to
God, I distinctly heard Him say, “Will you come with Me
to the hospital?” I told Him, “Yes, I will, but I'd rather not,”
and then I tried to ignore His question. Two weeks later I
entered the hospital for nine weeks with a life-threatening
intestinal issue, and He gave me the gifts of encouragement, perseverance, supplication, evangelism, and even
life itself.
Encouragement
Last fall Alan Ross, who has a prophetic gift, came to BCF
and prayed over me. He said that I would be entering a
season of encouragement. I thought this meant that I
myself would be encouraged, but God was calling me into
a period of encouraging others.

God listens very carefully to
the cries of the afflicted. Their
prayers for others and for
themselves are very powerful,
as are the prayers of others for
those who are suffering.
You hear, O LORD, the
desire of the afflicted;
you encourage them,
and you listen to their cry…
--Psalm 10:17, NIV

Evangelism
When God’s grace is evident through our difficulties, it
gives us a platform to share our faith. People tend to listen
because they often want to know where our joy and
strength come from. God opened many opportunities for
me to share my faith, as well as give out CDs containing
God used my time in the hospital to teach me to persevere my faith journey and multi-language DVDs pointing people
and trust Him in all circumstances. And amazingly, I
to God as Creator and Savior.
kept hearing from other people how my life was an
encouragement to them. When people see how we rely on Also, the sacrificial love and service my sister Joan and
God in our struggles and how He ministers to us, it gives
my other PCAs gave to me did not go unnoticed by the
them the courage to trust God with their own difficulties.
hospital staff, and it was a great testimony to the reality
of God’s love in His followers.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ ... who comforts us in all our affliction, so that
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another. --John 13:35, RSV
we may be able to comfort those who are in any
affliction... --2 Corinthians 1:3,4, RSV
Life
Finally, God gave me the gift of life itself. There were
Perseverance
Perseverance means “to continue in a course of action in times when we weren’t sure if I was going to make it, and,
the face of difficulty.” Therefore, this particular gift can only honestly, there were times when I was ready to go. But
God gave me the gift of life, and I want to fulfill whatever
be developed in times of, well, difficulty.
purposes He has for me.
Although I felt God's peace and presence throughout
the whole hospital stay, I desperately wanted it to end!
So we are always of good courage; we know that
I realized in a deeper way how Jesus persevered for me.
while we are at home in the body we are away from
Jesus knew the severe suffering He would endure, and He
the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. We are
of good courage, and we would rather be away from
even asked His Father to take it away. But He ultimately
chose to persevere all the way to the cross.
the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we
are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
We pray that you will have the strength to stick it out
him. --2 Corinthians 5:6-9, RSV
over the long haul - not the grim strength of gritting
your teeth, but the glory-strength God gives. It is
***
strength that endures the unendurable and spills
God used my hospital experience to bless me with many
over into joy, thanking the Father who makes us
gifts, some of which may only be revealed in eternity. This
strong enough to take part in everything bright and
is captured in my life scripture:
beautiful that He has for us --Colossians 1:11, The
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is
Message
wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed
Supplication
every day. For this slight momentary affliction is
I’m so grateful for everyone who prayed for me while I was
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond
in the hospital. I could feel those prayers! And I myself
all comparison… --2 Corinthians 4:16-17, RSV
often just cried out to God. We saw many specific answers
--Jean Swenson
to the prayers of others and myself as I faced severe
health challenges.
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Generous Gift
Sometimes God’s most generous gifts to us are the most
difficult to receive. This has been a challenging and often
painful year for me, but it has yielded many great blessings.
God challenged me to put more trust and faith in Him as
I learned that I faced three major spinal surgeries and
removal of a greatly enlarged prostate gland with some
cancer in it.
The Lord has been very close through these months and
provided strength and encouragement in special ways.
Sometimes I felt like murmuring as the Israelites did during
their long, difficult journey to the Promised Land. But God
always has a plan that is so good and so important that it is
worth our going through the wilderness with Him to see His
miracles and His love and provision.
I had to research and choose medical insurance late last
year. It was not a pleasant task at the time, but it saved my
wife, Joan, and me great financial expense this year. Praise
the Lord! Joan has been one of God’s most generous
gifts. My loving, caring wife has provided encouragement,
wisdom, and strength when I was unable to do anything
physically. She took and recorded blood pressures,
provided nourishing meals, and never complained at
the extra work of caring for a very weak husband.
The prayers of people in our church and of family and
friends around the world have been so uplifting to our spirits.
Joan and I rested in the knowledge that we were safe in the
care of the Lord. Through your prayers, God provided very
skilled surgeons and great modern, minimally invasive
surgical techniques. He provided amazing diagnostic tools
such as Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) to pinpoint
exactly where the spinal cord was being constricted before
surgery. We were able to see some of these amazing
images and understand what the surgeons were going to
do and how they were going to do it. It could have been
frightening if we did not have the assurance that the Lord
was in control.

I trusted the Lord that these were confined within the gland.
None were found outside the prostate, which was totally
removed.
Another gift the Lord gave us was to be on that “fast track”
The four surgeries were scheduled only three to four weeks
apart between March 6 and May 10. It was a challenge to
try to get my blood pressure stabilized and enough healing
done for the next surgery. My body was still weakened and
painful from the preceding surgery. I only stayed in the
hospital three or four days each time, so most of the “bumps
in the road” had to be managed at home. Thank the Lord for
the gift of my wife, Joan, who greatly helped me when I was
nearly helpless. Praise the Lord for our daughter Yollaine, a
registered nurse, for her knowledge and advice and help! It
was a very uncomfortable time, but the Lord provided.
Along the way to recovery, there were many little victories:
Getting up and walking with Joan and a walker in the
hospital hallways; not missing any Sundays with my worship
team; being able to stand enough to videotape three
weddings and edit and produce DVD programs as gifts to
the newlyweds; walks with Joan along Lake Phalen, where
we saw and photographed herons, egrets, turtles, and other
birds, and enjoyed the beautiful wildflowers along the shore;
being able to walk without a walker for balance; being able
to walk farther between “sit-downs.”
The big victories were getting back on my bicycle and
getting up to twelve-mile rides along smooth local roads
and bike trails, being able to drive to Texas for the birth of
a beautiful new granddaughter, helping one of my driving
students get her driver’s license, and helping host some of
the African visitors to the African Leadership Kingdom
Catalyst Conference. Through it all, God’s most generous
gift was His presence, His love, His strength when I was
weak—His gift of healing.
--Allan Button

I had assumed I had a thin disk that was causing the pain
and weakness in my lower back and in my legs. Not so.
The neurosurgeon, a wonderful, compassionate lady,
indicated a sense of urgency, put me on a “fast track,” and
scheduled two more MRI images of the neck and mid-back
areas of the spine. Often low back symptoms originate
higher up, and I quickly learned that there would be not
one, but three complex and difficult
operations to remove bone structures
that were pinching the spinal cord.
The urologist said that my enlarged
prostate gland was about five times the
normal size. Needle biopsies showed
that cancerous cells were present, and
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young and old ~ new in the Lord or seasoned ~ pray
that God dreams His dreams in your spirit. Give our Lord
(Editor's note: Alan Ross, who has provided prophetic covering for permission to do this. Invite Him to make your spirit His
dream center and start to walk out what happens. You will
BCF since 2005, will return to minister to us again in December.
He and his wife, Margot, and their daughter, Sarah, live in
be amazed where the Lord will take you.

Jesus: God's Generous Gift

Glasgow, Scotland.)

But when the fullness of time came,
God sent forth his Son...
--Galatians 4: 4a,
New American Standard Bible
What a joy to write for Bethel 's in-house magazine! Thank
you for the huge privilege. I am looking forward to being
with Pastor Jim and Annette and all the BCF family in
December.

We can praise the Lord that He is a Generous Gift to our
families. In this era, families often resemble war zones,
and families are under relentless satanic attack. Very
often an extended family arena contains multiple divorces,
tragedies, and all kinds of negativity. Galatians 3:13
indicates that "Christ redeemed us from the curse of the
Law, having become a curse for us" (NASB).

It often seems like the Lord is doing very little. However,
we can be comforted that the Lord is watching over our
families, and we can pray the great truth of Galatians 3:13
Reflecting on the above Scripture illuminates my mind and into every family manner and situation. We can bring this to
spirit to how generous the gift our Lord and Savior, Christ
the Lord as an act of remembrance and praise Him that our
Jesus, is to this world, the church, and of course to you and family truly has a Redeemer. We can intercede that every
me personally. We can and should consider the human
line of generational curse will be broken. This Generous
face of Jesus in His capacity as the Son of Man. However, Gift belongs to our present family and future generations.
when we look at His divinity and identify the names that
Scripture gives to our Lord, we see Jesus as Alpha and
As John 2:1-11 (especially verses 9-10) illustrates, Jesus,
Omega, King of kings, Lord of lords, the Way, Chief
our heavenly Bridegroom, leaves the best wine until last.
Cornerstone, Messiah, and Lamb of God. Yes, the Man
We are heaven bound, and the older I get, the more that
called Jesus is in heaven, but in His resurrected glory, He
means. At age fifty-four year, with thirty years of Christian
also moves as the cosmic Christ all over the world in the
experience behind me, I do ponder the future more. What
capacity of His names and all they denote.
will the transition between this life and heaven look like?
This Generous Gift has provided a wonderful mansion
As we move into the Christmas season, we rejoice again
in glory, where Jesus rules and reigns. Jesus ~ Gods
in God's Generous Gift in Immanuel ~ God with us. This
Generous Gift for all eternity.
is a time where our Lord makes Himself known to the
men and women of this present secular and religious
In conclusion, we can commit ourselves to be on a perpetusystem. I marvel at how the Lord manifests a very special al learning curve if our life focus is truly on this Generous
atmosphere in the U.S.A at this time of year. St. Paul looks Gift. May we be able to proclaim with the apostle Paul that
very Christmassy with the snow and cold weather.
"Christ is all, and in all" (Colossians 3:11, NASB). We can
build our lives on His Word and stand ( Matthew 7:24-29).
This time of year can be joyful and a time to appreciate
We can take up our part in the Great Commission by
our fellow saints, family, and friends at a deeper level.
releasing this gift everywhere we go and in everyday
However, if the present year has been traumatic with
situations.
perhaps the death of a loved one, Christmas can be a time
of pain and sorrow. Let’s be sensitive to the people around "Joy to the world! the
us. We can minister something of our Lord's love, comfort, Lord is come; Let
and compassion to the hurting as we are so led (even set
earth receive her
up by the Lord!). My home nation, Scotland, is a land of
King." A very Merry
very private but deeply sentimental people. We can reflect Christmas to you and
on our overall life journey and remember the many people a Peaceful 2014.
who have passed through difficult places. We can learn
something from each and every person.
--Alan Ross
God's Generous Gift has led us along a pathway called
“Destiny.” The Lord has a purpose and a plan for our lives,
and it allows us to release His life into the culture and yes,
brings you and me to ministry gifts and skills we can share
in the local church. Destiny is the 'stuff' of dreams. Saints
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Josh and Monique's Unfolding Journey
Hello from Monique and Josh,
the most recently engaged
couple in this Year to Engage!
What a blessing it is to be a
part of the Bethel family! We
are filled with joy when we
think about this church home
that God has called us to be a
part of. Thank you for being so
welcoming as we join you in
the journey God is taking us
on. We are excited to get to
share it with you, and we want
to tell you a bit about it.
The Road Behind
Both Monique and Josh have
had the privilege of serving
God with Youth With A Mission
(YWAM). Monique attended a
Discipleship Training School (DTS) in Colombia in 2009.
When she arrived for this six-month school, she knew very
little Spanish. When she finished, she was well on her way
to fluency (which Josh would be quite grateful for later in
Costa Rica). During this time, God was giving Monique a
love for South America and hints about her future ministry.
Josh attended a DTS in 2005 in Kona, Hawaii. After three
months there, he was sent to Cambodia, where he found
that God still does miracles and His kingdom is still
overcoming darkness all over the world. He learned that
God makes us participants in this work through teaching,
service, and prayer. He also observed that his skills and
knowledge of technology could be an effective tool in the
hands of believers and an effective outreach tool to the
unreached.
God called us both to Kona, Hawaii, in 2010 to study His
Word with YWAM. Josh was on staff of the School of
Biblical Studies and taught on several books of the Bible;
Monique was a student. God was so good to reveal Himself
to us through His Word. We studied, in depth, the entire
Bible for nine months. We learned to interpret and apply
Scripture in our lives and also to teach it to others.
In the SBS we use what is called the inductive method of
studying the Bible. Using the historical and literary context,
we strive to understand Scripture in light of that context,
putting ourselves in the shoes of the original readers. As
we begin to interpret Scripture through the eyes of the
original reader, meanings and truths are revealed that
might have been missed or misinterpreted because of
our contemporary mindset and values.
Josh led the outreach for the school--three months of
teaching and serving in Costa Rica. We taught Scripture

and the inductive method of studying it. God was so good in
allowing us to share His Word. During our time in Heredia,
Costa Rica, we hosted a community Bible study. As we
distributed Bibles in the nearby neighborhoods, we invited
people to come to the YWAM base and study the Bible with
us.
Fifteen to twenty people regularly attended for weeks. We
remember one man who would stare hard into his Bible
as we taught on historical context; when it came time for
discussion, his hand would shoot up, and he would pepper
us with things that he had just learned as he studied. Some
of the people who came to our Bible study had never
owned a Bible before.
The Road at Our Feet
Monique is currently pursuing a degree in physical therapy.
She works for Living Well Disability Services, following her
passion and building skills for the road ahead. Both of us
have joined the Leaders in Training (LIT) program at
Bethel, learning from our pastoral staff and growing in
leadership skills and our relationship with Jesus. Josh is
getting involved in the church worship and youth ministries.
He is also working to learn Spanish. We are both preparing
ourselves for what God has called us to.
The Road Ahead
Josh and Monique dream of doing ministry overseas. We
have felt a calling to go to developing countries and use
our skills to practically bring the gospel to hurting and
unreached peoples. Monique is passionate about helping
people with disabilities and is looking to use her skills and
knowledge in this area to bless and restore hurting people.
Josh is passionate about leading people in worship and
using technology to alleviate poverty. God has given
us a vision of taking His love and justice to developing
communities, providing essential care to people who
otherwise would have no access to proper care and
treatment.
We are so blessed that God has chosen Bethel as our
church home. We were strangers, and we became friends;
now we realize we are becoming family. Thank you, family,
for your love and acceptance!
--Josh Greenplate

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION
IN COSTA RICA
(JOSH & MONIQUE
& FRIENDS)
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The Best Presence Ever!

--Liz Kimmel

God’s Healing Light

Son of God, Son of Man

God’s not like humans
With their short patience,
drama, and brat-like behavior . . .
He is awesome never giving up on me.
Oh God, your light continuously
shines in my life . . .
transporting me from my
negative way of thinking
To the awareness of Your bright light
that’s healing me
From the top of my head
to the bottom of my feet!

When Jesus left heaven and came down to earth
He was God, He was man, He was baby by birth.

--Dorothy Olmstead

As God, He chose who His parents would be;
As a babe, He depended on them for His needs.
As God, He knew each step of every day;
As a child He learned all that Joseph conveyed.
As God He created the world all around;
As a boy He played with the creatures He found.
As God He grieved over man at the Fall;
As a man He poured Himself out for us all.
When Jesus returned to His heavenly throne
He was God, He was man, and He’s calling us home!
--Liz Kimmel
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Undeserved Generosity
(Editor's note: Six years ago, the following Ken's Korner article
appeared in the December LIFEline. As we consider the theme
“The Generous Gift” in this issue, it is highly appropriate that we
print it again.)

When I was a child, the highlight of our family Christmas
celebrations was Christmas Eve. The daytime of December
24 seemed to take so long as I anticipated the time when our
family would sing Christmas carols, read the Christmas story
from Luke 2, kneel and pray, and finally open the gifts under
the tree. Although my parents lacked the material wealth
required to give my sisters and me extravagant gifts, they
were rich in love and always expressed it very practically
through the packages they placed under our Christmas tree.
In the years leading up to my tenth Christmas, I noticed that
my sister Kathryn, who is almost six-and-a-half years older
than me, was as excited about Christmas as I was. As
soon as a package addressed to her was placed under the
Christmas tree, she would feel it and shake it in anticipation
of the time she could open it. She also seemed to have
an uncanny ability to guess what was hidden under the
wrapping.
As Christmas 1960 approached, I determined that I would
make it impossible for Kathryn to guess what I was giving
her that year. With great glee, I hid a small, inexpensive
rat-tail comb under a mound of crumpled paper in a small
box and then packed the small box, as well as more paper,
inside a slightly larger box. I repeated the process of using
larger and larger boxes until I, with great satisfaction, placed
what appeared to be a very large gift under the tree.

door had each received a transistor radio, and I just had to
have one too. As I opened my gifts that Christmas Eve, I
received the usual gifts of clothes I needed—and an eighttransistor radio. My sister Kathryn had graduated from high
school in 1961and had been working for more than a year.
With the financial blessings God had given her, she, out of a
generous heart, gave me what was the craze of the day.
What a contrast between Christmas gifts! In 1960, I gave
Kathryn something that really didn’t qualify as a gift, and
I made her work hard to find it. Two years later, she went
to what our family considered great expense to satisfy
my desire. I gave her a gift of hardly any monetary value
because I was expected to give her something for Christmas. She wanted to see me happy and gave me a memory
of her gracious love for me.
Two thousand years ago, God gave us the most generous
gift, the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ. He sent Jesus to earth
to live among us, to suffer the punishment for sin in our
place, and to be raised from the dead so that we might have
eternal life. We don’t deserve this gift at all. In fact, we have
not even given Him anything that can boast the infinitesimal
value of a rat-tail comb. At best, our “gift” to God is righteousness the Bible, in Isaiah 64:6, describes as “filthy rags.”
Many times, we don’t even attempt to honor God with a gift,
but choose to live in rebellion against His loving plan for us.
Yet, God loved us so much that He gave His one and only
Son to deliver us from sin and selfishness. As we turn from
our sins and trust in Jesus’ provision of forgiveness, He
comes to live in us as Savior and Lord. He gives us His
life-changing presence both now and for eternity. He gives
us the gift of Himself—and that’s better than any earthly
Christmas gift we could ever receive.

No matter how much she shook that box, Kathryn could
not guess what was inside it. And when she opened it on
Have you received Jesus into your life? This Christmas
Christmas Eve, I could not control my giggles as she opened season is, in the words of 2 Corinthians 6:2, “the time of
box after box until she finally found the comb. It was quite
God’s favor…the day of salvation” for you.
a letdown for her, considering the size of the box she had
received. It's a gift she still remembers, not for its value, but
--Ken Holmgren
because of the deceit I practiced when I gave it to her.
Two years later, I was quite vocal in my wish to receive a
transistor radio for Christmas. My cousins who lived next

There is an easy way to raise money for BCF Missions just by searching the
Internet with GoodSearch.com. It's simple. You use GoodSearch.com like any
other search engine — the site is powered by Yahoo! — but each time you do,
money is generated for BCF. The more people who use this, the more money will
go to the missions program here at Bethel.
It’s easy to get started. Just go to www.goodsearch.com and enter Bethel
Christian Fellowship Missions as your non-profit of choice. Make
goodsearch.com your home page or add it to your toolbar….then search away!
(Please note that image searches do not count toward fundraising AND, your
search must be legitimate. You may not search for google.com on goodsearch.
That is considered a fraudulent search and will not be counted toward our goal.)

You can also see how much has been raised by clicking the “amount raised”
button on the main page. An average of 1 penny is donated for every search
we do. Every bit helps!
You cay also do a good portion of your shopping online and earn varying percentages of your purchase price for missions. Check it out at the following address:
http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx
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