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2013:  A Year to Engage 

The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with several of our recent sermon series: 
During the Lenten season of 2011 the pastors preached on Passion: The Way of the King. 
This issue will include articles that focus on the events of Jesus’ life during Holy Week. 
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For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according  
to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NIV)  
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Now I Have Hope 
 

Jesus carried the awful weight of responsibility for the  
salvation of man. He knew that unless there was a decided 
change in the principles and purposes of the human race, 
all would be lost. This was the burden of His soul, and 
none could appreciate the weight that rested upon Him. 
 

Through childhood, youth, and manhood, Jesus carried the 
burden of our salvation alone. Yet it was heaven to be in 
His presence. Day by day, He met trials and temptation. 
Day by day, He was brought into contact with evil and   
witnessed its power upon those whom He was seeking     
to bless and to save. Yet, He did not fail or become             
discouraged.  
 

Jesus was glorified (see Philippians 2:5-11), making         
everything subordinate to the will of His Father. In the         
suffering of His passion, He was always caring for others. 
Even when He knew that Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, 
would betray Him (Mark 14:17-21), He loved Judas. He did 
not reject Him. 
 

Mark 14:22-24 records the following about the Last Supper 
that Jesus shared with His disciples:  
 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave 
thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  
saying, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took the 
cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all 
drank from it. “This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many,” he said to them. 
 

In this scene, Jesus was showing His great love and care 
for His disciples. He told them that His body would be    
broken to bring peace to all who  trust in Him. It would   
happen in fulfillment of Isaiah 53:5: “But he was pierced for 
our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by 
his wounds we are healed.” 
 

Jesus suffered the pain of His disciples deserting Him. 
They had walked very closely with Him and had seen the 
many miracles He did. However, Jesus knew that when the 
time of His arrest came, none of them would help Him.  
Just before Jesus and His disciples went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, He told them that they would be scattered 
when He was arrested before His crucifixion. Peter              
violently objected that he would never leave Jesus, but  
Jesus knew that he would. When the time of His arrest 
came, none of His disciples, including Peter, would help 
Him. “Then everyone deserted him and fled” (Mark 14:50). 
 

He suffered the injustice of Pilate wanting to please the 
crowd and its wishes to kill Jesus. “Wanting to satisfy the 
crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus  
flogged, and handed him over to be crucified” (Mark15:15). 
Pilate knew that Jesus had done no wrong and that He  

 
 
 
should be released. Instead, he released Barabbas, a   
dangerous criminal who had killed people in an uprising 
(Mark 15:7).  
 

And Jesus suffered unimaginable pain from both the Jews 
and the Romans. The Jews told lies about Jesus so that 
they could get Him condemned. The Roman soldiers beat 
Him, spit on Him, hanged Him on a cross. Even in His  
condition of great pain and suffering, He prayed to His   
Father, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing” (Luke 23:34).  
 

I have found that Jesus is the only true God, who suffered 
and died for us and for our sin. He is not like Bishnu,  
Shavaji, Ram, Kali, Saraswati, the Buddha, and Krishna, 
gods who come to destroy sinners. Instead, He came to 
save us and to give life to everyone who trusts in Him.  
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was 
lost.” (Luke 19:10). 
 

Usually only the priests of the Hindu and Buddhist religions 
are allowed to read their holy books. This creates a lot of 
barriers to people who want to learn about these religions. 
However, everyone is allowed to read the Bible. Someone 
gave me a Bible when I was twelve years old, and I read it 
and found the truth about Jesus. I learned many things 
about Him, but the four most important things are: 
 

1. He is the only Person born of a virgin by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

2. A special star appeared when He was born and          
symbolized that He brings light to people who live in 
darkness everywhere.  

3. He was crucified for us and took the penalty for our 
sins to provide salvation for us. 

4. He rose from the dead and gives us hope and the 
promise to take us to be in His kingdom. 

 

As I have read the Bible, Psalm 86:8 has spoken very 
strongly to me: “Among the gods there is none like you, O 
LORD; no deeds can compare with yours.” Psalm 139:9-10 
has also encouraged me: ”If I rise on the wings of the 
dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your 
hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.” 
 

Before I came to know Jesus, I had no hope. Now I have 
hope in my life, not being  
under the control of Buddhist 
and Hindu spirits. Jesus'  
life on earth and His work  
and death has made the  
difference in my life. I feel 
freedom from darkness, and  
I have relationship with the 
resurrected Christ. There is 
no god like Him. 
    

--Pastor Kishor Gurung 
  Himalayan Christian Fellowship 

pastor’sPPPPAAAAGGGGEEEE 
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Raised From the Dead by the Power of God continued from page 1 

I serve a risen Savior,  
He’s in the world today. 
I know that He is living 
Whatever men may say; 
I see His hand of mercy, 
I hear His voice of cheer, 
And just the time I need Him, 
He’s always near. 
 

In all the world around me 
I see his loving care, 
And though my heart grows weary 
I never will despair; 
I know that He is leading 
Through all the stormy blast, 
The day of His appearing  
Will come at last. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, 
Lift up your voice and sing 
Eternal hallelujahs 
To Jesus Christ the King! 
The Hope of all who seek Him, 
The Help of all who find, 
None other is so loving, 
So good and kind.  
  

He lives!  He lives! 
Christ Jesus lives today. 
He walks with me & talks with me 
Along life’s narrow way. 
He lives!  He lives!   
Salvation to impart. 
You ask me how I know He lives, 
He lives within my heart! 
           --Alfred H. Ackley 

He Lives 
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A Precious Father and Mother  
Who Served Well 
 
(Editor's note: This is the seventh in a series of BCF Hall of Faith 
articles intended to help us recall godly characteristics of those 
who have walked before us at BCF and also to challenge us to 
walk in surrender to Christ as they did.) 

 
When my wife, Sharon, and I became part of the Bethel 
Christian Fellowship (then known as Bethel Temple) in 
1976, we joined a growing number of young married           
couples in their twenties and thirties. We young couples 
were blessed by the presence of a number of senior saints, 
and we honored them at annual “golden age banquets” 
each December. However, perhaps the most significant 
ministry we received, outside of our strong pastoral                 
leadership, came through Don and Toots Maxa, a precious 
father and mother in our church family. 
 
Don and Toots (her given name was Elvira) were almost 
always the first to stand up and witness to what Jesus          
had done in their lives when there was an opportunity for 
testimonies in a Sunday or Wednesday evening service. 
Their story of God's grace in their lives never grew old, and 
they would often share it in tandem. It began when God 
interrupted their lives as they were running a tavern in 
northern Minnesota. Don was tending bar and Toots was 
waiting on tables—but things were about to change. 
 
On November 4, 1948, Toots visited the church where their 
two daughters attended Sunday school and gave her life to 
Jesus Christ. Remembering the change that happened in 
Toots, Don said, “Toots and the Lord killed my tavern          
business. She started preaching to everyone who came 
into the place.” In 1951 the Maxas moved to St. Paul, 
where Toots became part of the fellowship at Bethel.  
 
As the years passed, Don came to understand his need for 
Jesus through the times he occasionally accompanied 
Toots to church and through repeated visits from Helen 
Jepsen, Bethel's pastor at that time. On November 4, 
1956—exactly eight years later to the day when Toots 
committed her life to Christ—Don was driving to work when 
he saw Jesus, His arms outstretched, on the hood of his 

car. He gave his life to Christ 
and, when he came home that 
night, told Toots he had a “new 
Friend.” God had answered her 
faithful prayers for him. 
 
Don and Toots faithfully           
served Christ at Bethel until his 
employer transferred him to 
Duluth in 1960. There they 
were part of the fellowship at 
the Duluth Gospel Tabernacle. 
Ruth Norman, who, with her 

husband, Jim,  
became friends of 
Don and Toots 
when they lived in 
Duluth, wrote the 
following about 
them in a 1992 
publication:  
 

But some new 
people came into our church...Don and Toots. They 
had been transferred from Minneapolis, and we met 
them at church. How could we miss them? Sitting 
down in the front row with Don's loud “Amen!” And 
they invited us over for dinner, and we went. They 
were always having people over. The food was 
great—hot mashed potatoes and delicious roast 
beef and gravy. And one day James needed some 
work done on his car. Don was a great mechanic. 
And so, the friendship began. 

 
In 1969 Don was transferred back to St. Paul, and he and 
Toots again became an integral part of the church here. In 
1978 Don suffered two heart attacks, and God gave him a 
vision of heaven in which he saw people he had preached 
to at the Union Gospel Mission. A deacon at BCF and, the 
last ten years of his life, an elder, Don was, in the words of 
BCF's Millie Iverson, one who was “always upbeat...never 
sowed discord...an encourager.”  
 
Toots was a mentor to many young wives and mothers, 
modeling what it means to be a godly woman who knows 
her God and expresses His life and love in practical ways. 
Sharon Holmgren remembers that she, like Don “was such 
an encourager. When I would be down about something, 
her testimony would really encourage me to trust in the 
Lord more. It was such a joy to hear her testimonies and 
hear her share Bible verses that meant a lot to her.” 
 
Don and Toots both went home to heaven in the early 
1990s. However, their memory remains strong in the 
hearts of those who knew them. The following excerpts are 
words of honor that illustrate the rich blessing the Maxas 
were to so many: 
 
Gene VanVeldhuizen 

One thing that immediately comes to mind about 
Don is that whenever there was an opportunity to 
testify, he was Johnny-on-the-spot to give glory to 
God. I heard some of his stories over and over 
again, but never got tired of hearing them. Often 
when he would tell a story over again, he would give 
a little additional inspirational information that would 
almost make it like a new story. Whenever he would 
stand up at testimony time, I just knew we were in  
for another treat. Testimonies by Toots were just as 
lively and inspiring as Don's testimonies. 

historicalLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
Don & Toots  

Maxa 



Page 5 

 
One thing I remember about Toots is that she was a 
great host and loved cooking for others. Often when 
it was Don's turn to host the elders' meeting, they 
would invite the spouses also, and Toots would          
prepare a meal to go along with the meeting. They 
would make a party out of the elders' meeting.  
 
Don was a very close friend to me. Though he was 
very fun loving, he also had a serious side, coupled 
with a heart of compassion. If I had something 
weighing heavy on my heart, I knew that I could            
go to Don to get a listening ear. He would almost 
always have a satisfying response. 
 
Don and Toots got me started going to the Union 
Gospel Mission. This was something I always looked 
forward to. It was always interesting to hear what he 
would have to say and to hear Toots sing. It was an 
inspirational time, and because Don could relate well 
to the men there, their hearts would respond well           
to the message of salvation. To this day I continue     
to have fond memories of the good times at the         
mission. 
 

Lynda Larson 
Don and Toots Maxa were part of Bethel Temple 
when we visited for the first time in July 1971. He 
was leading the service that Sunday. The pastor, 
Bob Forseth, was in transition, and Lloyd Jacobsen 
had been called to come to Bethel from Estherville, 
Iowa.   
 
We began to love the Maxas. Every time there was 
an opportunity for testimonies, Don would stand—
and then Toots would pop up to add to what he   
said, sometimes correcting him slightly. Don had 
owned  a tavern and, being an unbeliever, was a           
bit embarrassed when his wife began coming and 
sitting at one end of the bar, talking about Jesus to 
his patrons. He soon had a miraculous testimony           
of God’s working in his own life, bringing him to           
salvation. 
 
It was a special treat when Don and Toots would 
sing duets at church. They radiated the love of          
Jesus in every aspect of their lives. 

 
Sharon Holmgren 

I count it a blessing to have known Don and Toots. 
They were real people who loved Jesus so much! 
They weren’t afraid to share Jesus with anyone who 
would listen, including us fellow travelers.  
 
Don and Toots were very generous with their home 
and money. When we were invited to their home, we 
thought it would be just Ken and me, but we would 

find a whole clan of people. Don and Toots would 
even slip some money into our hands sometimes, 
just to be generous. 
 
I remember how Toots shared that she and Don 
would hold hands as they went to sleep. This was 
especially neat for her because they both knew the 
Lord. There were many years when they didn’t share 
the same faith. The unity that came as a result of 
Don coming to the Lord was evidenced by this act of 
praying together and then going to sleep with their 
hands clasped. 
 

Pastor Jim Olson 
My primary memory of Don and Toots is that they 
truly embodied the heart of this congregation as it 
relates to our DNA of hospitality. In attitude, word, 
and deed, they exemplified creating a safe space 
where all folks could become friends. I still miss 
them. 
 

In a booklet that featured Bethel's “Golden Agers” in the 
late 1970s, Don and Toots both shared advice they            
would give to young people. Don said, “Take heed to  good 
advice. Be a good listener. Most of all, serve the Lord.” 
Toots stated, “Serve the Lord with a joyful heart, and the 
peace of God will always be with you. Should you do 
wrong, call on the Lord to forgive. He loves you, and His 
ears are open to our prayers.” 
 
We thank God for Don and Toots Maxa, and we honor 
them as a precious father and mother who served well in 
the kingdom of God. 
       
    --Ken Holmgren 

 

My child,  
listen when your  

father corrects you. 
Don’t neglect your  
mother’s instruction.  

What you learn  
from them will crown 

you with grace 
and be a chain of honor 

around your neck.  
 

Proverbs 1:8-9 
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communityLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
Marie Wang:  
Positioned as a Worshiper of God 
 
In the eighteen years Ching and I have been at BCF,  
we've had so many adventures: working with the youth and 
with the young couples' group; being involved in worship 
ministry, nursery, Lifestreams prayer ministry; Day Camp 
involvement; informally being camp doctor; having friends 
and being friends.  
 
Through the years, I have heard God clearly say to me that 
my "position" is as a worshiper of Him—no more, no less. 
And my location most certainly does not determine my 
"job." He wants my worship when I'm up on stage and 
when I face the stage. He wants my heart's worship when  
I do creative tasks, problem-solving, as well as when I'm  

 
 
 
going through the very daily tasks of 
following my kids' trails of papers, 
toys, crumbs, and screams with a 
dust broom and instructions. 
 
I look forward to serving Bethel as 
worship ministry coordinator. As I 
wait and listen for God's heart and 
vision for worship, I only have a  
picture of my own lack and need. I 
trust in His overflowing stores and His sight and oversight 
in what's to come.   
    --Marie Wang 

Chris Vanderkoy: BCF's “Finance Guy” 
 
In my five years at BCF, I have served with the Alpha          
ministry and the "Healer of Cars" Auto Repair Ministry.                
I have now begun serving as the “finance guy,” BCF's                
finance ministry coordinator 
 
What has God laid on my heart? There is a small possibility 
that the world's governments (and their citizens) will wiggle 
their way out of what appears to be impending fiscal doom. 
However, there is also a chance they won't. In the case 
nobody wants to think about, sticking together as a church 
community will be very important. I look forward to learning 
what God will teach Christians and non-Christians alike 
about these issues in the next couple years.  
 
As Jesus said, we are the “light of the world." We are to be 
an example of how to do things God's way. When it comes 
to finances, I often wonder how much different God wants 
us to be from our typical neighbor. I look forward to growing  

 
 
in this area as God teaches us 
what is "gold, silver, costly 
stones" and what is "wood,         
hay or straw"  
(1 Corinthians 3:12). 
 
My car repair ministry is one 
extension of this overall theme. 
The ability to repair can make 
one of modern life's biggest 
expenses much smaller. My 
primary goal is not to fix cars, but to teach those who are 
mechanical how to fix their own cars. Repair a man's car, 
and he drives for a while; teach him how to repair, and he 
drives (to get parts) for a lifetime. 
       
   --Chris Vanderkoy 

Peg McCormick: Our Year to Engage 
 

Many are the plans in a person’s heart,  
but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails  

--Proverbs 19:21 
 
Early last December, Pastor Jim came to Brian and me and 
asked us to pray about my taking a leadership role as the 
coordinator of BCF's outreach ministry. I was reluctant. We 
had come through some major life changes last year, and I 
was unsure about taking on new responsibilities. Brian was 
just getting ready to go through membership classes, and 
because we were newly married, we were just fresh out of 
a one-year sabbatical from all ministry activity.  
 
Over time we did pray, and I was receiving very little from 

the LORD about taking on this 
new assignment. In fact, we 
were down to the wire with the 
deadline for an answer for  
Pastor Jim. Just days before  
my name needed to go into the 
bulletin, we had peace with this 
opportunity to serve our church. 
Interestingly, just before the 
2013 theme message, Brian 
heard from the LORD that there 
was a personal theme over our 
next year: it was to be the Year of Relationship. This was 
the first of several gentle confirmations that encouraged us 
to step out, reconnect, and yes…Engage.  
 
The second confirmation came after several months of 
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Introducing Peg McCormick continued from page 6 

Elementary Kids Learn of 
God's Glory 
 
A few weeks ago, the Big House  

Elementary kids were audience to a fine production: a  
hilarious reenacting of "The Rainbow Fish," a children's 
story written by Marcus Pfister. In this story, a very beautiful 
fish with many sparkly scales is asked if he would give 
away a  scale. His true colors show, and he can't seem to 
part with his a single shiny scale. 
Since he won't share, all the other fish 
start ignoring him. But he wants 
friends! So, he seeks advice and, in 
the end, is told to give away his 
scales. He follows this advice and 
soon everyone has smiles and is  
delighted with his gifts.  
 
“The Rainbow Fish” is the second story we've used to  
accentuate our lessons. We have been implementing 
books with clear biblical themes in hopes that they will  
further illustrate the concepts we’ve been teaching and 
show that the gospel and other biblical themes are present 
outside the writings of the Bible. Not to mention: 
 

[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God,  
the first born of all creation. For by Him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and         
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities- all things were created through Him 
and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him 
all things hold together. 

 --Colossians 1:15-17, English Standard Version 
 

People unintentionally write stories with biblical themes 
because all things, in this case literary themes, were made 
to give God glory. They write stories about the common 
threads  they see in nature and in their lives– all of which 
He holds together. It therefore makes tons of sense that 
books written for children, and stories in general, would 
have biblical insights. As a ministry team, we want you to 
know that we are not affirming these stories above the  
Bible, rather that it is our supreme joy to affirm Christ as 
being in all of creation. We’ve made it hard for the enemy  
to make the Bible into lie, because these stories strengthen 
its credibility.  
 
We're really excited about getting to teach these children 
about the endless realms of God's glory. Really excited! 
And to help them understand that He is evident in stories 
that correlate with the Bible, though He may not be  
identified explicitly. With that said, we are using the Bible  
as a sieve, straining out what is good from what is bad and 
with “The Rainbow Fish,” we've purposed it to elaborate 
and exemplify 1 Corinthians 14:26: 
 

What then brothers? When you come together, 
each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a 
tongue, or an interpretation. Everything must be 
done for the strengthening of the church. 
(NIV,1984) 

 
From here, we are looking to navigate the steps it will take 
to help children see their gifts and talents and then to begin 
using them—to walk in their true identity, and to use their 
gifts for the affirmation of us all. Praise be to God! 
       
   --Elisabeth Wolfgram 

growingLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
Babies, Preschool, Elementary, & Illuminate 

seeking God about where He would have us minister as a 
couple. Brian and I have a number of different skill sets 
between us, and we wondered what type of ministry would 
suit our combined gifts so that we could be a ministering 
couple rather than being sent in different directions. God 
will have His way with us regardless, but we really desired 
a place and a way to be a team. God moved again, and I 
sensed Him saying that Bethel would be the best place for 
Brian and me to experience being equally yoked in ministry 
for this first year.  
 
And finally, confirmation came as I sought counsel! I went 
to several women who have ministered at Bethel over the 
years. I asked questions, considered their advice, and  
continued to pray. I have learned over and over that it is 
difficult to clearly hear God or to make wise decisions when 
I am operating under the influence of fear, emotion, zeal, or 
obligation. We needed to let time, prayer, the “counsel of 
many,” and ultimately the peace of the Holy Spirit bring us 
to a confident yes. 

Ever since a 2011 trip to Uganda, the LORD has caused 
my heart to expand and wrap around the people of other 
nations. Our church is changing and filling with people that 
come from all over the world. This has enriched and 
stretched us beyond anything I would have imagined for 
this church family. Coming into relationship with the pastors 
and the people of our family of churches is one of the first 
and most rewarding efforts I want to press into as a new 
ministry coordinator. The next step has not yet been  
revealed.   
 
I am confident that God will let us know what He wants to 
accomplish through us in this new role. Though this new 
leadership role is technically mine, Brian and I are called to 
work together, and we are open and willing to serve in the 
area of outreach so that Bethel continues to be a place 
where  “those who are not yet with us” will find a place to 
belong, believe, and become. 
       

   --Peg McCormick 
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Much More Than Just a Community Meal 
 
The first Wednesday of every month has become a precious time for Radiate Student Ministries. Each month one of the 
congregations from our Family of Churches provides a delicious ethnic meal, leads the worship, and then shares as the 
Lord directs them, either through testimony or the Word.   
 
Pictured below is one of our recent Wednesdays which was sponsored by the Karen Christian Fellowship.  They         
presented Pastor Ben with a traditional vest, which went well with his KCF t-shirt. Several of the youth shared about their 
lives before immigrating to Minnesota, and we spent time in prayer for them, asking the Lord to walk closely with them 
through this time of transition and integration into a completely different culture. 
 

We are so blessed to be 
learning how to dwell in 
unity and pray that the 
Lord would continue to 
make us one with each 
other and with Him. 

 
 

studentLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 

ENJOYING A MEAL PROVIDED BY THE KCF, HEARING TESTIMONIES 
FROM THE KAREN YOUTH, PRAYER TIME. (KENJI IS HAPPY HE  
DOESN’T HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL HE IS IN HIGH SCHOOL TO JOIN            
THESE SPECIAL MEALS!) 

I in them  
and you in 
me so that 
they may be 
brought  

to complete 
unityunityunityunity.  

Then the 
world will 
know that  
you sent me 
and have 
loved them 
even as you 
have loved 

me.  
John  17:23 



poetic LLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
Ten Days of Passion 
 
Jesus spent Friday with friends so dear. 
How special it was to have Lazarus near. 
Martha was able to serve their guests 
While Mary anointed the Lord for His death. 
 
The next day was spent in Sabbath rest 
As Jesus prepared for His coming test. 
He treasured His time with these precious friends 
For He knew that His earthly life soon would end. 
 
On Sunday He made His triumphal ride; 
As He entered Jerusalem the crowds loudly cried, 
“Hosanna! He comes in the name of the Lord! 
Our Messiah is here!” – shouts of growing accord. 
 
On Monday He went to the Temple courts 
And drove out the traders with this loud report –  
“This House of Prayer is for all who’ll believe, 
But you have made it a den of thieves!” 
 
The next few days He taught all who would hear. 
He showed them God’s kingdom and how to draw near. 
He predicted events that the future would hold 
And cautioned them not to grow lax and cold. 
 
On Thursday the Passover meal was prepared 
And a new awareness of its meaning was shared. 
After the meal Jesus left to pray 
For the strength to submit to the coming day. 
 
He knew that on Friday He’d have to withstand 
All the hatred and pain that the dark could command. 
Betrayal, denial, false trials, and death; 
He alone understood how great was its breadth. 
 

 
 
To die on a cross is painful and cruel, 
And it happened to many during Roman rule. 
But God turned His face from His only Son; 
For our sins God rejected His Holy One. 
 
Before Sabbath began Jesus’ death was declared.  
And His followers knew they were unprepared. 
From the cross He was taken and carefully wrapped, 
But no work could be done ‘til the Sabbath had passed. 
 
As His body lay in that tomb so alone 
His Spirit was fighting to save His own. 
He offered the sacrifice no one else could 
And released Satan’s captives, as He said he would. 
 
On Sunday the women returned to the tomb, 
Their hearts still reeling and heavy with gloom. 
But their sadness was banished as soon as they knew 
That Jesus had risen – it was really true! 
 
This week is known as Passion Week. 
And the reason is clear – there’s no mystique. 
From love and excitement to anger and pain, 
Fervor and fury are hard to contain. 
 
Jesus has offered to all who believe 
The power to belong and to receive. 
He’s done what we could not possibly do, 
And made our connection to God brand new! 
 
-- Liz Kimmel 

Yeshua’s Delivery Service 
 
Emancipation, not in stages. 
Hidden deep in open sight. 
Passed on down through endless ages. 
Soothing balm to heal your plight. 
Proclaimed by ordinary sages, 
Living out this point of view. 
Offering a new life’s story, 
“Christ in you, the Hope of Glory!” 
 
-- Bruce Beyer 

 

A Debt of Love 
 

Mere human words could not express 
The debt of love I owe 

To God’s dear Son who gave Himself  
Upon that cross of woe. 

When I think of why He came 
To save a wretch like me, 
I cannot help but glorify 

The One who set me free. 
 

He’s gone to heaven to make a place 
Where we shall ever reign 

If we have followed His command 
And let Him cleanse each stain. 

We must forsake all worldly cares 
And give Him full control. 

We’ll find He’s filled us with His joy 
And made us fully whole! 

 

-- Lynda Larson 
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Prayer and the Passion of Christ 
 
(Editor's note: Julie Jacobs, pastor of Frontier Fellowship in St. 
Paul, is one of many St. Paul pastors who meets with Pastor Jim 
Olson each Tuesday morning for prayer and support. She and her 
congregation have also recently joined the Fellowship of Christian 
Assemblies, the affiliation of churches to which BCF is connected.  
In the article below, she shows how Christ's passion—His death, 
burial, and resurrection—brought us into the place of prayer as 
God's representatives on earth.) 

 
What are the duties and obligations of someone who calls 
himself/herself a Christian or claims to be a citizen of the 
kingdom of God? Certainly, prayer is near the top of the 
list. Everyone talks about it, and says it’s the right thing to 
do. 
 
Yet, according to a recent Barna Research study (2011), 
only four out of ten self-identified Christian adults (39%) 
have participated in a combination of three “normal”  
religious activities in the past week (i.e., attending church 
services, praying, reading the Bible). Far fewer have  
engaged in another trio of deeper faith expressions: less 
than one out of ten have talked about their faith with a  
non-Christian, fasted for religious purposes, and had an 
extended time of spiritual reflection during the past week. 
Various spiritual disciplines – including solitude, sacrifice, 
acts of service, silence, and scriptural meditation – are also 
infrequently practiced (AFA Journal February 2013, 
www.afajournal.org). 
 
God’s Purpose for Creating People 
 
The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ accomplished more than 
our salvation. The atoning sacrifice that Jesus offered on 
the cross made it possible for us to be reconciled to God 
and restored us to God’s original purposes for humankind.   
According to Genesis 1:26-28, God created people to  
have dominion on the earth and to rule over it as His  
representative.     
 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." So God  
created man in His own image; in the image of God 
He created him; male and female He created them. 
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.  
 

We get further understanding of our role in Genesis 2:15: 
“Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the  
Garden of Eden to tend and keep it.” 
 

Tending and keeping are words that imply caring and    
cultivation. God instructed people not only to rule, but to 
rule with grace and mercy, kindness and compassion.    
We are to care about the earth and bring out the best in it. 
We are to exemplify and demonstrate God’s care for His 
beautiful, magnificent, created world. He did not leave us 
here to figure out on our own how to accomplish this task. 
He has ongoing oversight that He wants to impart, and this 
happens in the context of prayer. 
 
Prayer is a God-given assignment, part of our role as His 
representatives. Effective prayer is a lifestyle. What does 
the Lord require of us when we pray? First, we are to go      
to God on behalf of people, and second, we are to go to 
people on behalf of God.  
 
The Principle of Representation   
 
God rules over mankind (adam - male and female).          
Mankind (adam) rules for God on the earth as His legal 
representative. According to Genesis 1:26-28, God’s           
purpose for creating man was to rule in His stead. This  
includes management and multiplication of God’s assets. 
Psalm 8:3-8 reinforces that we have been given the            
resources we need to accomplish this task, and Psalm 
115:16 reminds us that God believes we are about His 
business in this regard.   
 
The Principle of Yielded Authority 
 
Satan obtained authority on the earth through man’s           
decision to sin. Jesus tells us that this state of affairs is 
temporary and then goes on to demonstrate that God has 
not changed His mind about who will represent Him on the 
earth (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). 
 
The effects of the Fall demanded the Incarnation. God’s 
plan for mankind to rule on His behalf on the earth did not 
change after the Fall. He needed a redeemer to redeem  
us back to a position where we could accomplish His          
purposes. God did this through a man, the Man Christ          
Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:21-22; 1 Timothy 2:5). Man is         
forever to be the link to the authority over the earth. This         
is the reason for the necessity of prayer.   
 
Dave Butts, president of Harvest Prayer Ministries,               
explains a common misconception about prayer: 
 

The most common misconception is that prayer is 
about me, while all along, prayer is about God. 
[There is] a misconception that God is going to do 
whatever God is going to do anyway, that prayer 
doesn’t really matter all that much. That isn’t what the 
Bible teaches. 
 

Our role is to spend enough time with God to begin to know 
His heart and understand His agenda. We want quick          
answers (“let’s pray and see what happens”) instead of 

prayerLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
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spending time with God to find out what He wants (© Barna 
Group, 2011  http://www.barna.org/faith-spirituality/524-self-
described-christians-dominate-america-but-wrestle-with-
four-aspects-of-spiritual-depth?q=prayer).  Prayer begins 
and ends with God. He initiates the encounter, draws us 
near, and then reveals His heart. The more we get to know 
who He is and what He desires to do, the more we will see 
our prayers become a reality.   
 
Intercession 
 
After the Fall, mankind found himself with a new need. 
Man, who was made to represent God on the earth, is now 
in need of someone to represent him to God. The one 
through whom God intended to mediate His will on planet 
Earth now needs someone to mediate for him. Looking at 
the word intercede helps us to understand what God did to 
help us fulfill our role as His representatives on the earth.   
 
intercede (Latin intercedo:  inter = “between,” and cedo = 

“to go”; literally, “to pass between”) - to act between 
parties with a view to reconcile those who differ or         
contend; to plead in favor of another, to interpose, to 
mediate or make intercession. Intercession - “the act          
of interceding; mediation” (Webster) 

mediate - being between two extremes; to interpose             
between parties as the equal friend of each; to             
negotiate between persons at variance with a view to 
reconciliation; to mediate a peace. Mediation - “entreaty 
for another, intercession”  (Webster) 

advocate - “called to one’s side to aide”; it was used in a 
court of justice to denote a legal assistant, counsel for 
the defense, an advocate; then, generally, one who 
pleads another’s cause, an Intercessor;  Parakleetos 
(W.E. Vine)    

 
At the Resurrection, Jesus became Intercessor for us. At 
His ascension into heaven, He promised the presence of 
His Holy Spirit to continue this work in and through us until 
His return. Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us. 
God placed Jesus, the God/Man, at His right hand as an 
affirmation of His decision to work through people on the 
earth. 
 
We are called to resurrection prayer, prayer that recognizes 
the reality of our need for God’s involvement in our daily 
lives, the decisions we make, everything really, so that we 
might be able to fulfill our role as God’s 
representatives on the earth. As God’s 
redeemed through the death, burial  
and Resurrection of Christ, let us now 
carry out His purposes and plans for  
His creation through daily times of  
communion with Him through prayer.   
    
  --Pastor Julie Jacobs 
                Frontier Fellowship 

Worship the King! 
 

"The Way of the King" led Jesus from heaven to earth, 
from glory to obscurity, from being worshiped by angels 
to being despised by sinful men. It was a voluntary  
humility, motivated by His infinite love. It led to the cross, 
but it didn't end there! In his letter to the Philippian  
believers, the apostle Paul describes Jesus: 
 

Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God 

something to be used for His own advantage; 
Rather, He made Himself nothing 

by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, 
He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death--- 

even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place 

and gave Him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow 

In heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
--Philippians 2:6-11, my paraphrase 

 
This outpouring of praise may have become one of the 
very earliest Christian hymns, and it allows us to see  
into the heart of the King who gave His life so that we 
could live with Him forever. This is why we worship.  
We join with redeemed people from every nation, every 
language, every culture, and every generation to give 
praise and thanks to Him.  
 
Worship is our response to Jesus' love. It is good to  
celebrate the blessings He has given us, but we worship 
Him for even more than the blessings. We worship Him 
for who He is and for what He has done to rescue us. 
Eternity will be filled with His praise, and we get to begin, 
even now, to enter into that praise. 

      
    --Norm Anderson 
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The Story of Jesus and His Love 
 
In June 1959 I responded positively to an evangelist's  
invitation to come forward at a tent meeting and give my life 
to Jesus Christ. It was a life-changing decision that I have 
never regretted. My commitment that Tuesday evening set 
my young life on course to follow Jesus and live in a growing 
relationship with Him. 
 
The first Good Friday after I gave my life to Jesus, my 
hometown's daily newspaper featured a front-page article 
that my pastor wrote about the Crucifixion of Jesus. To the 
editor's credit, it was positioned on the right side of the upper 
half of the front page so that it would immediately catch the 
reader's eye. It caught my attention primarily because it was 
about the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
seed of Christ's life that had begun to sprout in the soil of my 
heart some nine months earlier had awakened within me a 
new awareness of the significance of His death on the cross. 
 
More than five decades have passed since I read that article 
by my pastor, and I do not remember exactly what he wrote 
about the six hours Jesus hung on the cross. However, I do 
remember how my heart was gripped with deep emotion as I 
read his words about the Crucifixion. I am sure that he talked 
about the unfathomable spiritual agony Jesus experienced 
as our sins were laid upon Him and separated Him from  
His Father. However, at age ten, my attention was captured 
by the intense physical pain that was inflicted upon Him.  
My imagination was stretched to its limit as I tried to  
comprehend the horrific, extreme torture of crucifixion. 
 
Over the years I have come to a greater understanding of 
the spiritual nature of Christ's suffering on the cross. I have 
grown in the knowledge that He, out of His infinite love for 
me, satisfied the just requirement that the penalty for my sin 
must be paid. He who had never been separated from His 
Father throughout all eternity past became separated from 
Him that awful, yet glorious Friday so that I could be restored 
to relationship with His Father, who had chosen before the 
creation of the world to make me His adopted son.  
 
 

I fully recognize that I have, at best, a child's perception of 
what it meant for Christ to be separated from His Father 
when the sun stopped shining from noon to three o'clock on 
Good Friday. I realize that this is a spiritual reality that I can 
never adequately grasp while I live in my physical house. 
However, I do understand enough to know that Christ's  
sacrifice for my sins is a gift that I must not reject. It is, in  
the words of 2 Corinthians 9:15, an “indescribable gift.” 
 
When I was a boy, my home church often sang two hymns 
that celebrate the story of Christ's passion, the story of Jesus 
and His love: “Tell Me the Old, Old Story” and “I Love to Tell 
the Story.” The second stanza of “Tell Me the Old, Old Story” 
summarizes the story of Christ's suffering on the cross as 
“That wonderful redemption, God's remedy for sin.” The third 
stanza of “I Love to Tell the Story” gives the testimony of the 
songwriter, “What seems each time I tell it, More wonderfully 
sweet.” The fourth stanza adds that those who know the  
story best “Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the 
rest.”  
 
The above phrases bear witness to that which I have  
experienced in my relationship with Christ. The old, old story 
of how Jesus gave Himself to be the remedy for my sin—the 
story of how He redeemed me, buying me back from the 
clutches of the evil one to live in freedom from sin and 
death—is something that I never tire of hearing or telling.      
I hunger and thirst to hear it, and it has a fresh sweetness  
as I tell it. It is an old story that continually ministers life anew 
to my spirit. 
 
You may know all the facts about the passion of Christ,  
or you may know very little of His death on the cross.  
Regardless of what you know intellectually, God wants  
you to understand in your spirit that He loves you and has 
provided forgiveness of sin and the gift of eternal life for you 
through Christ's death and Resurrection. He is extending  
His welcoming arms to you, calling you to come to Him and 
follow Him. As you turn from the sin that has held you in 
bondage and trust in what Jesus did for you on the cross,  
He will come to live in you. You will know by experience the 
story of Jesus and His love. 
       
    --Ken Holmgren  

There is an easy way to raise money for BCF  Missions just by searching the 
Internet with GoodSearch.com.  It's simple. You use GoodSearch.com like any 
other search engine — the site is powered by Yahoo! — but each time you do, 
money is generated for BCF.   The more people who use this, the more money will 
go to the missions program here at Bethel. 
 

It’s easy to get started.  Just go to www.goodsearch.com and enter Bethel  
Christian Fellowship Missions as your non-profit of choice.  Make  
goodsearch.com your home page or add it to your toolbar….then search away! 
(Please note that image searches do not count toward fundraising AND, your 
search must be legitimate. You may not search for google.com on goodsearch. 
That is considered a fraudulent search and will not be counted toward our goal.) 

You can also see how much has been raised by clicking the “amount raised”  
button on the main page.  An average of 1 penny is donated for every search     

we do.  Every bit helps!  

You cay also do a good portion of your shopping online and earn varying percent-
ages of your purchase price for missions.  Check it out at the following address:   

http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx  
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