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2013:  A Year to Engage 

The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with several of our recent sermon series: 
In August of 2010 the pastors preached on BEGIN, BELONG, BELIEVE, and BECOME. 

This issue will include articles that address each of these concepts. 

MONTHLY  
THEME: 

A 2013 Scriptural Buffet 
 
God has blessed Bethel Christian Fellowship with the 
strong, effective ministry of His Word each Sunday. We 
who serve on the BCF LIFEline staff are very appreciative 
of this, and we see our newsletter ministry as an opportuni-
ty to highlight some of the presentations in the scriptural 
buffet God provides for us through our pastors and others 
who proclaim His Word to our church body. 
 
To this end, we have planned six 2013 LIFEline issues that 
will discuss biblical truths from some of our past sermon 
series as follows: 
 

“Restoring Our Calling: A Place to Begin,              
Belong, Believe, Become,” based on Acts 13:1-3; 
Ephesians 2:11-22; Ephesians 3:1-21; Ephesians 
4:1-16. Presented August 1-22, 2010. 
  
“Passion – The Way of the King,” based on Mark, 
chapters 14-16. Presented March 6-April 24, 2011. 
 
“The Blessing,” based on Numbers 6:22-27; Mark 
10:13-16; Genesis 27:34-40; Genesis 12:1-3.           
Presented January 30-February 20, 2011.  
 
“3G: The Gospel Network (Great Commandment, 
Great Commission, Great Concern),” based on 
Luke 10:25-37; Matthew 28:16-20; Micah 6:8; James 
1:27. Presented May 22-June 5, 2011. 

 
 
“The Ten(der) Commandments,” based on             
Exodus 20:1-17. Presented September 11-November 
20, 2011. 
 
“The Generous Gift,” based on 2 Corinthians 9:10-12; 
Exodus 33:18-19; Exodus 34:5-6; 2 Corinthians 9:6-9; 
Galatians 4:4-7. Presented November 27-December 
25, 2011. 
 

As the list above indicates, this first issue of 2013 will focus 
on God's loving plan to restore us to His calling for us by 
showing how we can: 1) Begin walking with Him in a    
personal love relationship; 2) Have a growing understand-
ing that we belong to God's family, the body of Christ;         
3) Come to genuinely believe God and His Word so that 
we are changed from the inside out; and 4) Become Christ
-followers, who, as members of His body, are participating 
in His mission to declare and demonstrate what it means 
to be a disciple of Christ.  
 
This year, 2013, is an opportunity for us to begin to experi-
ence more of God's grace, which teaches us what it means 
to belong to Jesus and the body of Christ here at BCF. It 
is an opportunity for us to more  fully believe His Word, the 
truth that changes us, and to become more like Him in our 
daily thoughts, words, and actions. May God's wondrous 
plan for you be fulfilled in your life in the year ahead. 
 
    --Ken Holmgren 
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 The fear of the Lord is the BEGINNING of wisdom.  To Him BELONGS eternal praise. (Psalm 111:10) 
Then they BELIEVED his promises and sang His praises. (Psalm 106:12) 

He has BECOME my salvation. (Psalm 118:14) 
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2013: A Year to Engage 
 

The world needs dreamers; the world needs doers;               
the world needs dreamers who do!  

       
 --Eleanor Roosevelt 

 
We introduced this quote during our first sermon series  
in 2012: A Year to Dream. It also serves as a good  
introduction to this year’s theme, 2013: A Year to Engage. 
This past year the Lord has birthed afresh in our hearts His 
kingdom dream for this House of Prayer for All Nations. He 
is now inviting each of us to engage that dream by using 
the gifts (talents, time, and treasures) He has given us to 
do our part in participating in His kingdom dream. 
 
Over the past decade, the Lord has used the prophetic 
scripture of Haggai 2:1-9 to provide us with foundational 
instruction for building this House. The historical back-
ground for this word can be found in the Books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah. The people of God had been captured by the 
Babylonians, and the city of Jerusalem and the temple of 
Solomon had been destroyed. Finally, fifty years after this 
destruction had taken place, work to rebuild the temple 
began. However, after six years of laboring, the work came 
to a halt as a result of opposition from the enemy. The  
opposition came in the form of temptation to compromise, 
accusation, and finally, outright confrontation. 
 
For ten years, no more work was done on the temple, until 
finally, in September of 520 BC, the Lord spoke through 
Haggai the exhortation given in Haggai 2:1-9, and the work 
resumed. Finally four years later, in 516 BC, the second 
temple was completed and dedicated to the Lord. Later, 
work on the walls of Jerusalem was begun and eventually 
completed, restoring to the people of Israel a sense of 
identity and destiny as God’s people. 
 
Several years ago, I heard the Lord whisper in my spirit 
that we here at Bethel were to “start over” with the   
prophetic instruction of Haggai. We began again with a          
ministry audit: ”How does it look to you now?” (Haggai 
2:3). Our next instruction was to increase capacity. Why? 
Because “the glory of this present house will be greater 
than the glory of the former house” (Haggai 2:9). And this 
leads us to the specific prophetic instruction we have  
received as it relates to this year’s theme. 
 

Step into the Traces 
“Be strong, all you people of the land,  

declares the Lord, and work.”   
--Haggai 2:4 

 
So what does it mean to step into the traces? Two pictures 
describe this instruction. The first is that of a team of  
horses or oxen that are yoked together for a task. Leather 
leads are threaded through the yokes and go back to the   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
hands of the driver of the team. The driver uses these 
leads, called traces, to guide the team in the direction it is 
to go. So it is with the Lord, who guides us together by His 
traces into His dream! 
 
The second picture of traces is that of templates or forms 
that are laid out before us to guide us in the way we  
should go. These “tracings” have been established by  
God to provide direction for us as together we walk out  
His purposes. At Bethel we recognize that these tracings 
are embedded in our identity: A Place to Belong 
(Hospitality), A Place to Believe (Spirituality), and A Place 
to Become (Missionality). And they are also embedded  
in our destiny: Radiating Irresistible Life and Radiating  
Infectious Joy. 
 
To fully engage our calling by stepping into the traces,  
we will need to continue to grow in our maturity. Writing  
in Ephesians 2:21, the apostle Paul describes us as a 
building “joined together and rising to become a holy  
temple in the Lord.”  He then goes on to describe how the 
building happens, concluding in Ephesians 4:16 that “from 
Him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament grows and builds itself up in love  
as each part does its work.”   
 
When we go back to the historical picture of Ezra and  
Nehemiah, as well as Paul’s instruction in the Book of 
Ephesians, we discover the work that each of us is called 
to do. We are called to Pray Together, Give Together, 
Work Together, Fight Together, Celebrate Together, and 
Stay Together. As we engage this word, “we will in all 
things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:15). This is His invitation to us here  
at Bethel in 2013: A Year to Engage! 
 
       
   --Pastor Jim Olson 
  

pastor’sPPPPAAAAGGGGEEEE 
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Theme Artwork - 2013:  A Year to Engage 
 

God has blessed Bethel Christian Fellowship with incredibly gifted artists who pray into the message of the annual theme 
each year and produce wonderful artwork that blesses and encourages us throughout the year.  Thank you Amy, Julie, 
Greta, and Sara for making yourself available to be used in such a visible way.   

artisticLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 

2013 Bulletin  
created by: 

Greta Sandquist 

2013 Banner  
created by: 
Julie Thompson  
and Amy Watson 

2013 Painting created by: Sara Howard  (on display at BCFM) 

If you missed the 2013 
Theme Message given by 
Pastors Jim & Sam on 
January 6th, you can 
download it at: 
www.betheltwincities.org 
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 A Woman of Quiet,  
Steadfast Devotion  
 
(Editor's note: This is the sixth in a series of BCF Hall of Faith 
articles intended to help us recall godly characteristics of those 
who have walked before us at BCF and also to challenge us to 
walk in surrender to Christ as they did.) 

 
The first five installments in 
this series have focused on 
women who influenced many 
at Bethel Christian Fellowship 
at least partially as a result of 
their acts of public ministry. 
This month, however, we will 
meet Esther Wittner, a woman 
who left her mark on BCF  
not so much through words 
spoken at church meetings or 
through obvious deeds, but through her quiet, steadfast 
devotion to Jesus. 
 
It was my great privilege to spend a very delightful  
Saturday afternoon with Esther in August 1979. As the  
editor of the Bethel Temple Times, the church newsletter  
at that time (Bethel Christian Fellowship was formerly 
known as Bethel Temple), I had called Esther and asked  
to interview her for an article to be published in the  
September 1979 issue. With gracious hospitality, she  
invited my wife, Sharon, and me, along with our two young 
children, Paul and Rachel, to her small, unpretentious 
home for a simple, satisfying lunch. After our meal was 
completed, I asked her about her relationship with Jesus 
Christ and entered into a faith-building conversation with 
her. The result of that conversation was the following  
article: 
 

Esther Wittner will never forget the Christmas  
season of 1931. 
 
Her mother was sick, and Almeda Engquist, the  
pastor of Bethel Temple, was praying for her. When 
she finished her prayer, Sister Engquist turned to 
Esther and said, “Dearie, don't you want to give your 
heart to the Lord?” 
 
There by the side of her mother's bed, Esther knelt 
and received Jesus Christ as her Savior and Lord. 
“I'm happy I gave my life to the Lord and have  
trusted Him all these years,” she says. 
 
Many joyous blessings have accompanied Esther's 
years as a Christian. She recalls how her father  
received Christ into his life as Sister Engqust prayed 
with him in Swedish. She is thankful for “the prayers 
of the saints [that have] kept me going.” 
 

The roses in 
Esther's life 
have not come 
without thorns. 
Her husband 
died six months 
before her 
youngest child 
was born. Her 
oldest son, 
stricken with Hodgkin's disease, died as a teenager. 
In July, death took her brother Carl, who had helped 
provide for her since her husband’s death. 
 
Speaking of the thorns, Esther says, “Like [God] 
says, 'Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but I 
will deliver you out of them all.' I put my trust in the 
Lord for all things, in trouble, sorrow, and joy.  
Sorrow draws me closer to God.” 
 
Esther's prayers to God ring with the assurance that 
“You're the same as You were years ago.” Her spirit 
is enriched as she ponders God's Word in her heart. 
 
“We're all in school yet,” says the grandmother of 
twenty-three and great-grandmother of five. There 
was an unmistakable note of anticipation as she 
added, “We haven't graduated yet, but graduation 
day is coming.” 
 
Christ's daily presence and the assurance of heaven 
are Esther's because she gave her life to Christ that 
unforgettable day in 1931. 
 

A little more than ten years after the above article was 
printed, BCF celebrated its sixtieth anniversary in 1990.  
In preparation for this, Karen Morris (now Karen Vraa), a 
former BCF member, asked Esther to share about BCF's 
early years. From Esther's heart came a rich, descriptive 
testimony of the presence of “the power of the Lord” when 
the church met and a “you-couldn't wait” eagerness to go 
to the next service. She told how God, in response to  
fervent intercession by Sister Engquist and her, worked  
a miraculous healing for her son Johnny so that he did  
not need surgery for a serious illness. And she recalled 
Sister Engquist's constant, fervent prayer: “Save St. Paul, 
Jesus...Save St. Paul.” 
 
March 9, 1985, was Esther's graduation day, the day she 
went home to be with Jesus. Before she graduated,  
however, she left a very significant legacy to BCF. As a 
woman who trusted Jesus through the challenges of her 
life, she reminded us who have followed her that God is 
faithful. She was a woman of quiet, steadfast devotion to 
Christ. 
       
    --Ken Holmgren 

historicalLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
Esther  

Wittner  
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poetic LLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 

Gifts from Above 
 
God, the Father, thought to give a gift 
To those He dearly loved; 
A gift that none on earth could ever give –  
Sent from His throne above; 
The sort of gift that man could not conceive: 
 The perfect One 
 God’s only Son. 
 
God, the Son, obeyed His Father’s will –  
Came as a human Child. 
He lived for us a sinless life until 
In death He was exiled. 
His gift, the only way we could achieve 
 Fellowship sweet 
 At the Father’s feet. 
 
God the Spirit, sent to comfort and to guide –  
A Gift so very dear. 
His purpose is to teach us to abide 
In Him who draws us near. 
Both Gift and Giver – oh, that we’d receive 
 All that He gives 
 That we might live! 
 
--Liz Kimmel 

The Believer’s Journey: 
Stepping Out One Syllable at a Time 
 
Start 
Begin 
Get going 
And then step in 
Lay foundations strong 
And bring others along 
This is how you set about 
To see a new adventure sprout. 
 
Fit 
Belong 
Be linked with 
Ties that are strong 
Get connected in 
And soon you’ll feel like kin 
This is how you harmonize 
With those whose lives you’ll energize. 
 
Trust 
Believe 
Rest assured 
And then receive 
Confidence in Him 
Who’ll fill you to the brim 
You’ll discern without a doubt 
What your new faith is all about. 
 
Shift 
Become 
And you’ll soon 
Emerge as one 
Transformed by His plan 
Destined since time began 
To grow and to develop 
Into one His heart envelops. 
 
--Liz Kimmel 

One Day 
 
One day you notice that you exist 
And the world revolves around you. 
When you’re hungry or tired your needs are all met 
And there’s not much you have to do. 
 

One day you’re playing and realize 
That not everything is yours! 
Some things belong to those other kids 
And by sharing you’ve more to explore. 
 

One day relationships start to make sense – 
There are family, and friends, and more. 
Some folks you take note of and others you don’t 
Like the clerk at the grocery store. 
 

One day your world seems a little more full 
As you’re able to comprehend 
That some in our lives are but passers-by; 
But on others you’ll learn to depend. 
 

One day you actively make a decision 
And choose that your time will be spent 
On broadening, deepening, giving your all   
That this friendship will be permanent. 
 

One day you marry and join your life 
To another from this day on. 
You make your decisions together 
And weigh every pro and con. 
 

One day you choose to have children 
And follow the Lord’s precious plan 
To be fruitful and multiply, filling your life 
With little ones placed in your hands. 
 

One day your child becomes aware 
That there’s more to his life than you. 
You rejoice as he reaches for things unknown 
And pray that his sorrows be few.  
 

One day, together, you’ll meet at the feet 
Of the Father, who, right from the start 
Created and fashioned this cycle of life 
To bring joy to His infinite heart.  
 
--Liz Kimmel 
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Ruby Beatrix Ogren ~ Born 6/9/12 to Dave & Erica 
 

When Abigail and Zachrey first held Ruby we all knew she belonged (outside of the 

fact that she looks just like them), They were and still are so proud of her and all 

that she is and does. Ruby is the sweetest little Canadian/American/Scottish baby 

with a touch of Dutch and Swede/Finnish that was born in 2012. ☺   We are very 

blessed and believe God has great plans for all that she will become throughout her 

life where ever she is. Her Scottish adventure is just the beginning.  

communityLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE We celebrate the babies born to us in 2012  . . .  

Hannah Grace Durkin ~ Born 2/22/12 to Marc & Carolyn 
 

Over the last year, Carolyn and I have watched Hannah begin to blossom like a  

rose. As we have nurtured her with love, attention and prayer, she is full of the  

fragrances of joy, contentment, a sense of humor, and an ability to pay great  

attention to detail. With her daddy (Marc) home full time, God has intensified a 

spirit of worship in the home, in which Hannah sits at her daddy's feet while he  

worships. Hannah was able to lead her grandparents, uncles and aunt to church to 

hear the Gospel last April, while she was dedicated to the Lord.  

Aviana Joy Pestel ~ Born 2/25/12 to David & Keturah 
 

Aviana was the first of three babies Keturah's family expected to welcome in 

2012. She was the only one to make it to full term. She has bought joy and healing 

to the greater family as we mourn the loss of the two babies and celebrate her 

life. 
 

In 2013, as Aviana (Ah-vee-ah-nah) BEGINs her exciting life, we are grateful for  

the family of God to whom she BELONGs. We BELIEVE that through prayers and 

guidance, that she will BECOME a great fighter for the Kingdom of God, a humble 

seeker of His Will, and a wise follower of His Word.  

Ephraim Jonshong Muholeza ~ Born 4/24/12 to Cesar & Elizabeth 
 

Ephraim’s birth was an opportunity for our family to BEGIN again. The happiness 

he has brought is pulling the entire family together with a “BELONGING” spirit.   

We are all so happy, as together we have BECOME one strong family anchored in 

God’s radiating love. 
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 Zander Michael Spika ~ Born 6/25/12 to Jay & Sumer 
 

Zander is beginning to show some fun personality that is such a blessing to all 

that meet him. There is no doubt he belongs in this family, he has fit right in 

from the moment he was born; life without him is a distant memory. 

Zander has reconfirmed over and over, our belief in God's amazing timing and 

goodness.  We pray that Zander will become a mighty man of God and an          

example of God's goodness everyday. 

Wesley James Clark ~ Born 7/14/12 to Ben & Hannah 
 

From the moment my life began, I have been a joy to everyone I meet. The nurs-

es called me "Master Wesley" because of my British-sounding name and the fact 

that I was born looking half-grown. I certainly belong in my family. I am quiet 

and content, but I still have a big personality. I have to in order to fit in with 

this bunch! Mom and Dad love me very much, and so do Cooper and Sage. Soon I'll 

be able to keep up with them. I'm not sure what I believe yet, but lots of people 

are praying that I will know the Lord and follow Him wholeheartedly when I'm 

older. What will I become? Time will tell, but I think it will be something great. 

Princess Sara Yvana Mengata ~ Born 7/29/12 to David & Madeleine 
 

Princess Sara is a precious gift from God to our family. She has brought us a 

lot of joy and excitement. She begins every day by laughing and screaming to 

let us know she's awake.  When she's happy or keeping up with her big brother 

David Josh, she always joyfully taps her belly with both hands as if she’s           

getting ready to fly . She loves to stare and play with daddy. She believes in 

Him as she's becoming what God has called her for.  

. . . How better to depict their journey than BEGIN, BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME! 

Fiona Everlyse Cercavschi ~ Born 10/14/12 to Nate & Eleanor                   

(her grandparents are Pastor Jim & Annette!) 
 

Fiona's arrival under the banner of "A Year to Dream" is so appropriate. Fiona 

is the realization of God's blessing and a deeply rooted, God-ordained desire. 

This year we became a mother, a father... and a family. We have also become 

utterly exhausted, but believe Fiona will sleep through the night soon :).  
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Begin, Belong, Believe, Become 
 
(Editor's note: Dale VanSteenis has provided apostolic oversight 
for Bethel Christian Fellowship for over ten years and ministers 
among us annually. We believe that his article below will both 
challenge and encourage you as you consider and anticipate 
what God has for you in 2013.) 

 
Happy New Year to BCFSP, BCFM, all of the related          
congregations, and the good folks attached to the house. 
May 2013 be a year of realizing dreams, going much  
deeper in the things of God, improving your knowledge of 
Scripture, being filled with the Holy Spirit to overflow levels, 
and winning at least one lost person to Christ.  
 
So where do we start? Begin. Get one foot in front of the 
other. At the head of a new year,  most of us are full of  
high expectations, hopes, dreams, and a sizable list of  
unfulfilled “hope fors.” However, as life proceeds, we  
quickly learn that where we intend to go rarely coincides 
with arriving in the way we first planned. We may arrive at 
a planned life goal, but for sure, the journey will have been 
marked with many ups and downs.  
 
Joseph had many starts and just as many stops or detours. 
He had his hopes raised by dreams of his future in leader-
ship, and that “dreamed” word found its fulfillment in time. 
But on the way, the Bible says, that word “tested him”  
(Psalm 105:19). His path to becoming vice president to 
Pharaoh was riddled with intrigue and conspiracy from his 
own brothers, lies, deceit, and imprisonment based on 
falsehoods, all of which positioned him for promotion. Who 
would have thought the path to the throne of the nation 
would involve passing through a jail cell? 
 
Acts 13 describes the beginning of the New Testament 
church’s missions activities. The gospel needed to be 
spread. Verse 2 establishes that God chooses certain  
persons for specific ministries. The environment for the 
beginning of missions is found in v 3- 4b: “When they  
fasted and prayed and laid hands on them, they sent them 
away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went...” 
 
Generally, churches have some kind of prayer focus in 
each January. Why not join that? Personalize it with your 
own roster of fast days/meals, and pray beyond and in  
addition to a corporate call. From the encounter you have 
with King Jesus in prayer will come a true new beginning 
for a new year. 
 
By itself, beginning is not enough. More is required of us  
as followers of Jesus. He always has grand and incredibly 
important life-giving ideas for His benefit and ours. The  
witness of godly men and women and the guidance of  
the Holy Spirit will provide us with an environment for  
Belonging, a provision of God that is not possible to  
arrange humanly. 
 

 
 
The apostle Paul’s advice to the Ephesian church 
(Ephesians 2:11-22) uses powerful words to describe our 
former (pre-Jesus) lives that, through conversion to Christ, 
come to have relational connections and, from those  
connections, productivity. To describe our condition before 
we were born again, Paul uses graphic words and phrases 
such as “separate from Christ,” “excluded from the  
commonwealth,” “strangers to the covenants,” “no hope,” 
and “without God” (verse 12). Was Paul clear or what? 
 
For the believer, all those terms have been changed: “But 
now in Christ Jesus, you who were a far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ” (verse 13). And in 
verse 19, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and are of God’s 
household.” Separation from God meant separation from 
other people and being kept at a distance from one’s  
destiny. When relationship with Christ begins, restoration  
of human relationships becomes possible, and destiny has 
a chance to thrive….in the face of God and the presence of 
His people. Love and relationships and a sense of meaning 
start in Jesus and flow from/through Him to people around 
us. The church is about people. 
 
Beginning and belonging leads us to Believing (Ephesians 
3:1-21). Belief systems produce behaviors. Always. That is 
why ideas are more potent than history lessons. History is 
a record of the actions taken from ideas that have become 
behavior. Whatever a person thinks will affect his behavior 
and will manifest in overt actions. In his second Ephesian 
prayer in Ephesians 3:14-21, Paul prays for the Ephesian 
church to have the following specific characteristics  
resident and manifest: 

 
� Strengthened with power (verse 16) 
� Christ dwelling in their hearts, the center of their 

thoughts and appetites (verse 17) 
� Being rooted and grounded in love (verse 18) 
� Comprehending the love of Christ (verse 19) 
� Being filled with the fullness of God (verse 19) 
 
These axioms put forth Paul’s hope, expressed in  
Ephesians 3:10, “…that the manifold wisdom of God  
might be made known.”  
 
To believe can be expressed in another way. Everyone 
believes in something. Whatever the content of one's belief 
system is, it defines and determines the behavior of the 
person who believes it. Period! No exceptions! For this rea-
son alone—and there are many others—we must immerse 
ourselves in God’s Word until our minds are renewed in 
keeping with the Bible and its principles. When we are first 
born again, we possess a new spirit locked into a mind that 
functions in old ways. We must enter the combat zone for 
change by reading and meditating on Scripture.  

apostolicLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
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All the above will lead to the potential in all of us to  
Become. By definition, becoming means the process of 
coming to be or passing into a better state (condition). 
Ephesians, chapters 4 to 6, are all about “the walk” or the 
how-to-do-it stuff of Christian living. Various aspects of 
Christian living are taught in the following verses, all of 
which Paul began with the word therefore: 
  
� Walk worthy (4:1). Show the value and cost of the 

Christ-life. 
� Walk different than the Gentiles (4:17). You can really 

live righteously and not act in sinful ways. 
� Walk in truth, as opposed to lies (4:25). Speak the truth 

always. 
� Walk as imitators of God (5:1). You are an epistle read 

of all men. 
� Walk separate from sinners (5:7). Your lifestyle is           

important. 
� Walk with care and diligence (5:15). Participate and 

cooperate with God. 
� Walk with the full armor of God (6:13). Fully protect 

yourself. 
 
A suggestion: Take each “therefore walk” above, and make 
it a personal devotional study. If you start at “walk worthy” 
and stay with it until the instruction to “walk with the full  
armor of God,” you will most certainly be on a growth track. 
 
Many words ago we touched the idea of Beginning.            
Essential parts were fasting, praying, and the corporate 
church body. Belonging fulfills God’s longing for us to be 
with Him and, through that, with the community of faith. 
Eden was created for this, as will be the New Jerusalem.   
In between is the church, which is also for us to be with one 
another. The whole gospel is relational. Believing is the 
foundation on which we stand, and Paul outlines several 
important pillars from this in Ephesians 3. And God is       
always, but always, concerned with our potential. Clearly 
we can Become more than we are. Look at what Jesus   
did with common folks all through the Bible. Peter was a  
liar and a coward. Yet, God saw His future, and he         
became one of the most powerful evangelists in the           
New Testament. It is just like God to take the flawed and 
cracked pieces of a person's life and make something        
wonderful of them. 
 
We stand at the head of another year. What shall it bring? 
How shall we live? I trust that we will all continue to press 
toward the high calling of God, pray like our lives depended 
on it, wins soul as if they were dying, praise as if our souls 
were aflame, and love our friends and family as if our last 
day on earth had come. Amen! 
       
    --Dale VanSteenis 

Tutor Heidi Begins to Live Her Dream 
 
Do you know Heidi Bergstedt? You may know who  
she is, what she looks like,  and what she does in the 
church, but did you know that she has her own tutoring 
company? Surprise, surprise, eh? Here at the LIFEline, 
we just found out too!  
 
We asked Heidi to answer some questions with the help 
of Briana Elg, her career consultant, and here is what we 
found: 
 
Who do you tutor and minister to? 
Heidi works with children and adults of all ages and  
abilities in the Twin Cities area. She primarily supports 
elementary to middle school children, but also assists 
adults in learning the English language. She also offers 
lessons that expand beyond academic subjects into  
areas of home economics, including cooking, arts and 
crafts, laundry, and other projects to teach fun and  
valuable skills. 
 
When and how did this ministry start? 
Heidi is just starting her formal tutoring business, but  
it has been a dream of hers since college. She has  
informally tutored children at BCF and has assisted  
with children's programming at BCF. She has also volun-
teered at places such as the Adams Spanish Immersion 
School and the Children’s Museum. Heidi's roots in  
helping to teach others stems back to her childhood, 
when she helped with her younger siblings and learned 
from her parents, who homeschooled their children. 
 
What God-given passion motivates you to do this work? 
From what I have seen, Heidi has a love for children. She 
simply lights up when she has the opportunity to teach 
them new concepts and watch as their self-confidence 
grows. The joy Heidi emits when she is around children 
or talks about her experiences working with children is 
simply captivating. I believe her perseverance, patience, 
and caring personality are some of her strongest gifts, 
making her a wonderful teacher and role model for  
students of all ages. I am sure Heidi could expand on  
this question for you. 
 
We learned much, much more, but 
we’d love to have you talk with 
Heidi about her tutoring company 
and ask her more about how it 
started, when the idea began, and 
how we can all have a part in her 
work.  
    
    
 --Elisabeth Wolfgram 
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The Commitment to Believe 
 
As a stay-at-home father to ten-month-old Hannah, God is 
showing me His intense interest in changing me, as much 
as He delights in loving my daughter through me. Since 
leaving my job last May 12, the Lord has been deepening 
my understanding of what it means to believe. 
 
The word believe is referenced 139 times in the New  
Testament. To believe is to put one’s faith in, to trust, with 
an implication that actions based on that trust may follow. 
This commitment to believe has been tested and tried  
within my family. He has asked me to lay down the income 
I was making at my job of nine years. My wife, Carolyn, 
works as a nurse overnights and several weekends a 
month, and this, for the time being, limits our involvement in 
anything, including church. Much of what we envisioned the 
ministerial calling to look like has been stripped away. We 
have found ourselves reduced to looking in one direction—
to God. 
 
If you’re serious about following Jesus, the commitment to 
believe will be tested at your house too. At Bethel Christian 
Fellowship, we are Called to Radiate Life and Joy as a 
House of Prayer for All Nations. How do we do this? Easy 
believism does not produce life and joy. Neither does  
legalistic obedience. To obey God and do so with life and 
joy, we must accept Jesus' invitation to drink.  
 
In John 7:37-38, Jesus said, ”If anyone is thirsty, let him 
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from 
within him.” Jesus' first miracle, which He  performed at 
Cana in Galilee helps us understand that drinking God’s 
water is like drinking the finest wine. As we immerse  
ourselves in God’s presence, we radiate God’s life and joy. 
It is the evidence that God, through Jesus, is our greatest 
treasure.  
 
The world doesn’t need another church program. It needs 
passionate followers of Jesus, people who will consume 
God’s water, the only thing that will satisfy the thirst in our 
churches and in the world around us. Realizing this, I have 
asked, Lord, how can I extend your life and the gospel to 
the people around us, if I am home with an infant? God has 
confirmed His call for me to be at home by sending others 
from BCF, who have also spent a season alone with family. 
They have shared their stories of how God has produced 
much fruit during those seasons.  
 
As I have focused on drinking His water, God has shown 
me that Hannah and Carolyn are the first beneficiaries.  
He has given me a vision of my daughter’s life as a tightly 
packed rose. With proper nurture, she will open and  
release the fragrance of Christ and all the treasures God 
has placed inside her. As Carolyn and I remain in God’s 
presence, Hannah exhibits joy, contentment, and a  
contagious sense of humor. As I continue to drink from 

God’s water, we are witnessing God give Carolyn greater 
strength to stand against some difficult circumstances at 
work. We have seen God’s vengeance on some of these 
principalities.  
 
God has also begun to move outside my home. A man 
named Nate came to our home to redo the shower in our 
bathroom. Though he is a believer, Nate was angry with 
God because of a failed business deal that cost him  
everything. Having been stripped of everything I knew, I 
was able to tell Nate that treasuring Christ above all else 
would help us recognize that He is the desire of our heart 
(Psalm 37:4) and that we will never lose Him. Nate left our 
home and returned several weeks later to tell me he was 
taking his family to church and seeking God again.   
 
The opportunity to speak with Nate would not have  
happened had I not believed God and drank from His  
water. Last month, my brother was contemplating suicide. 
He called me and invited me to see him at a hospital where 
he was under suicide watch. Though he is not yet following 
Christ, he tearfully confessed that he wanted what God had 
given me and was delivered from a spirit of suicide.  
 
Another friend started calling me out of nowhere, asking  
me to pray with him, contending for the restoration of his 
marriage. We are contending to this day, and he has 
thanked me for being a blessing. In the last few weeks,  
I have connected with a Salvation Army bell ringer who 
confessed to me that he had recently committed his life to 
Christ and is in need of discipleship. We plan to connect 
because God has been faithful to answer one’s faith to  
believe and to treasure His presence above all else.   
 
God can impart His life in any circumstance or situation. 
The answer is to drink His water and to experience and 
radiate His life and joy. We can bring the life of God to 
those He brings into our lives.  This is intentional missional-
ity, possible only when we, by God’s presence, become life 
giving. Make no mistake, there are difficult days. We may 
feel really lonely, but God is greater than our loneliness.  
He will satisfy us in His timing, and His presence brings 
supreme joy. In the words of Isaiah 35:1-2, “The desert and 
the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice 
and blossom.  Like the rose, it will burst into bloom; it will 
rejoice greatly and shout for joy.”    
    --Marc Durkin         
 
                                                               

fisherman’sLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE Called to be fishers of men 
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Testimonies of Belonging, Believing,  
Becoming 
 
Belong 
 
For years I prayed for and sought for a church where I 
could be more than a person attending. I wanted some-
where that I felt I could belong. The first time I attended 
BCF I only had intentions of visiting. Little did I know that 
God's intentions were different from my own. The people 
were inviting, lovers of God, and I found I could do nothing 
to keep myself from coming back each week. For this I am 
so thankful because I have found myself in a community 
where I am challenged and encouraged and where I feel I 
truly belong. Hallelujah! Thank you, Jesus! 
       
   --Mishawn Thurber 
      NWC graduate, BCFM attender 
 

Believe 
 
Being a part of BCF has taught me to deeply believe in  
the many truths of our Living God. These truths are  
demonstrated in the messages spoken at church and in  
the lives of the people who attend. My rote and deadened 
knowledge of God as Healer, Deliverer, Father, Rock, 
Counselor, and Bridegroom became a heartfelt and  
personal belief as I drew closer to Him through my activities 
at BCF. Fellowship with BCF members has helped to give 
new life and understanding to my beliefs. 
       
   --Erica Englund 
      NCU student, BCFM attender 
 

Become 
 
BCF is helping me to become a man in ministry. Growing 
up, I had very little exposure as to what true ministry was. 
Being a part of BCF on a regular basis helps fuel my  
passion for God and His kingdom in appropriate ways that 
are beneficial for others and even for myself!  
 
I see people in leadership who have a heart to serve the 
Lord and desire to do it well, with effectiveness. I also see 
those who would not be considered leadership in most 
places being trained to be leaders in a very gentle, Christ-
centered manner. I wonder how I can be effective in  
ministry when I am older. I feel as if I am becoming a  
man who can be effective in ministry because of the  
people with whom I have relationship at BCF. To become 
ministry-minded within the local church is one of the many 
reasons I love being a part of BCF! 
       
   --Frankie Seig 
      NCU student, BCFM attender 

youngadultLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE  
 
 
 
 

Bethel Christian Fellowship’s 
Vision Statement 

 
Our Calling is to Radiate Life and Joy as a             

House of Prayer for All Nations 
 

“The desert and the parched land will be glad;  
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.  

Like the rose, it will burst into bloom;  
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy…”   

Isaiah 35:1-2 

 
“Foreigners who bind themselves  

to the Lord to serve Him, 
to love the name of the Lord,  

and to worship him,… 
these I will bring to my holy mountain  

and give them joy in my house of prayer... 
for my house will be called a  

house of prayer for all nations.” 
Isaiah 56:6-7 

    

Embedded in this calling are three strands  
that define our identity and destiny: 

 
Inviting Hospitality:   

 
We are a place to BELONG, 

a growing inter-cultural community welcoming 
strangers to become friends. 

 
Intimate Spirituality:  

 
We are a place to BELIEVE, 

a joyful community passionately pursuing God  
and hosting His presence. 

 
Intentional Missionality:   

 
We are a place to BECOME, 

a life-giving community living out  
God’s mission to reach all peoples. 



My Greatest Sense of Belonging 
 
For many years, the screen saver on my computer monitor 
has been a picture of rolling green hills under an inviting  
blue sky that is decorated with high patchy clouds. Recently, 
however, my wife, Sharon, blessed me by installing a new 
screen saver.  
 
My new screen saver is a picture that features a large round 
hay bale in the foreground, with two smaller ones lying  
behind it in the same field. Beyond a tree line in the distance, 
two hills rise, one with a growth of hay ready to be cut and 
another that is almost totally covered with trees. It's a scene 
that reminds me 
of the landscape I 
saw many times 
when, as a boy, I 
made annual trips 
from my north-
western Iowa 
home to north-
central Nebraska 
with my parents. 
 
My father, Gus Holmgren, was one of nine children who 
grew to adulthood in Naper, Nebraska, a village with a  
population of 200 when I rode with my sisters in the backseat 
of our family car. My mother, Clara Faatz, was one of eight 
children who grew to adulthood about 15 miles away in 
Butte, Nebraska, a town that, in my memory, boasted 530 
residents when I was a boy. Although my parents had moved 
from the Naper-Butte area, my grandparents and numerous 
aunts and uncles and cousins remained there, and this drew 
my parents back each summer. 
 
Because we had family members clustered in and around 
both Naper and Butte, my parents usually divided our time 
between their respective communities of origin. This meant 
that we often traveled southeast from Naper to Butte on 
Highway 12, a route that took us by a myriad of hay bales 
and, when we were nearing Butte, two large hills that my 
mother called “the Twin Buttes.” The Twin Buttes appeared 
more craggy than the hills pictured on my screen saver, but 

the similarities are close enough to remind me of my strong, 
comforting sense that I, as a member of my parents' families, 
belonged. 
 
I still find great security in knowing that I am part of my  
parents' families. I make every effort to participate in both 
Holmgren and Faatz family reunions because of the sense of  

 
 
belonging I share with my cousins. However, over the years, 
I have grown to find my greatest sense of belonging in the 
fact that I am a child of God, a part of the family of God. 
 
My identity as a child of God began when, as a nine-year-old 
boy, I asked Jesus to forgive my sins, come into my heart, 
and give me eternal life. Over the years, I began to under-
stand that this placed me in the body of Christ. As the truth 
of this became more real to me, it gave me a sense of  
belonging far greater than I could ever experience in my  
parents' families. I realized that my faith in Jesus made me 
His beloved son, with an untold number of brothers and  
sisters who, like me, love and follow Jesus.  
 
We all need a place to belong. Without it, we feel insecure 
and lack purpose and satisfaction. Sometimes we can find 
varying degrees of belonging in our families, our workplace, 
or our association with various community groups. However, 
none of these avenues can provide the genuine satisfaction 
and fulfillment that comes through belonging to Jesus and 
His body, the church. 
 
A cross stands atop one of the Twin Buttes that I saw so 
many times as a child. It is a reminder that provision for our 
deepest need to belong was purchased by Jesus Christ 
when He died on the cross, suffering the eternal punishment 
for our sins, and three days later, rose from the dead. It 
points us to our need to turn from sin and trust Jesus to  
forgive us and come to live in us as Savior and Lord. 
 
Do you belong to Jesus and His body, the church? With His 
loving arms opened wide, He is welcoming you today. 
       
    --Ken Holmgren 

There is an easy way to raise money for BCF  Missions just by searching the 
Internet with GoodSearch.com.  It's simple. You use GoodSearch.com like any 
other search engine — the site is powered by Yahoo! — but each time you do, 
money is generated for BCF.   The more people who use this, the more money will 
go to the missions program here at Bethel. 
 

It’s easy to get started.  Just go to www.goodsearch.com and enter Bethel  
Christian Fellowship Missions as your non-profit of choice.  Make  
goodsearch.com your home page or add it to your toolbar….then search away! 
(Please note that image searches do not count toward fundraising AND, your 
search must be legitimate. You may not search for google.com on goodsearch. 
That is considered a fraudulent search and will not be counted toward our goal.) 

You can also see how much has been raised by clicking the “amount raised”  
button on the main page.  An average of 1 penny is donated for every search     

we do.  Every bit helps!  

You cay also do a good portion of your shopping online and earn varying percent-
ages of your purchase price for missions.  Check it out at the following address:   

http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx  
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