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The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with our recent sermon series:
Breaking Through the Roadblocks of Life ~ this issue will center on breaking through from apathy to zeal.

Apathy to zeal
Rejection to acceptance
Unforgiveness to forgiveness
Fear to love
Pride to dependence
Disappointment to trust
Lust to contentment
Shame to grace
Unbelief to experiencing truth
To help us make a strong entrance into 2012, this issue
will encourage us to break through the roadblock of apathy
and earnestly seek God and His purpose for our lives, both
as individuals and as the body of Christ at BCF. It will
God's Call for Us to Break Through
show that God's “good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans
12:2) is for us to turn from the deceptive self-satisfaction
Last summer God directed the attention of Bethel Christian of Revelation 3:17 and, instead, hunger after Him.
Fellowship to nine U-turns He wants us to make in our
lives. From June 19 to August 14, God spoke to us
Isaiah 9:1-7, which proclaims the prophetic promise of
through His Word about His plan for us to break through
the coming Messiah, concludes, “The zeal of the LORD
nine specific roadblocks that hinder us from experiencing
Almighty will accomplish this.” God is calling us to break
all He has provided for us.
through the roadblock of apathy and have not merely the

MONTHLY

SCRIPTURE:

As our LIFEline staff—Liz Kimmel, Lynda Larson, Amy
Watson, and I—was considering an overall theme for the
BCF LIFEline this year, God led us to choose His call for
us to make the U-turns He desires and break through the
roadblocks that limit His work in us. We believe the next
six LIFEline issues will help you grow in your walk on “the
path of life” (Psalm 16:11) as we discuss what it means to
make U-turns from:

energy of human zeal, but His very zeal at work in us. He
has good plans for us in 2012, and we can have the joy of
walking in them as we obey His instruction to “seek
me with all your heart”
(Jeremiah 29:13).
--Ken Holmgren

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
2 Kings 19:31
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pastor’sPAGE
The Zeal of the Lord Is Here!
Never be lacking in zeal...
--Rom 12:11
Never -

Not ever; at no time; not at all;
absolutely not

Lacking - Being without; not having; wanting.
Zeal -

Fervor for a person, cause, or object;
eager desire or endeavor; enthusiastic
diligence

Why do we lack zeal? What causes it?
I'd like to suggest, in 2012: A Year to Dream, that we lack
zeal when we don't dream.

We have to live with wisdom and understanding, but when
we get apathetic in what we believe and what we are
dreaming, life can get dull. When all we have is the Word,
we'll dry up. When all we have is zeal, we'll blow up. But
when both are working together, we'll grow up.
Are you walking in the dream that God has placed in you?
If not, is apathy one of the things holding you back?
And another question: Whose zeal is working in you? When
we do things in our own strength or our own zeal, it sucks
the life out of us. It leads us to a place of apathy. When it's
God's zeal working in us and through us, it's life-giving,
even in the difficult times.

I'm continually reminded of a time when Pastor Jim and I
Suppose my little Sage comes to me and says, "I want to be were together after youth group on a Wednesday night.
The presence of God was so heavy in the room, and Pastor
an astronaut when I grow up."
Jim received a word from the Lord. He began to proclaim it
Do I look at her and say, "Sweetie, there are 6,987,400,000 over us and over the house, saying, "The zeal of the Lord is
here! The zeal of the Lord will accomplish! He will not be
people on this planet, and 312,842,000 of them live in the
denied!" (2 Kings 19:29-31, Isaiah 37:32). When we keep in
US. Maybe ten of them will end up being astronauts. And
perspective that Christ is building His church and He invites
out of those ten, two will be girls. You're pretty much what
us and allows us to be a part of the process, it should infuse
we call a long shot."
us with His zeal.
Would I really say that to my daughter? No, I would tell her,
"Hon, if you want to be an astronaut, it's going to take a lot Take a moment and think. What is God wanting to
of study and a lot of hard work. If that's what you want to do, accomplish in and through your life? Don't let apathy
hold you back.
I'm here to help you however you need."
Some of us are so restrained by our experiences. We are
so grounded in this thing called “reality.” Maybe we don't
allow ourselves to dream anymore because we shared our
dream with someone and they shot it down, saying how
“unrealistic” it is.
I'm pretty sure I have the coolest dream job in the whole
world. The young people I get to work with and pour my life
into are, for the most part, not lacking in zeal. They are the
coolest kids on the planet. I truly believe that this generation
is going to see the greatest revival in history. I believe this
is the generation that is going to have God-given dreams
and visions to discover the cure for cancer. I believe this
generation is not restrained by “reality.” They actually
believe for the seeming impossible.
One thing I talk about in the youth ministry is understanding
and having a basis in the Word of God. If all we have is
zeal and it's not based on Scripture, we will end up using
that zeal for our own selfish motives and desires. Paul
talked about how zealous he was even before having an
encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus (Philippians
3:6), but that zeal was out of his own motives and desires.

--Pastor Ben Clark

Zeal
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worshipLIFE
Pursuing our Lover with Zeal
When I think of zeal, I oftentimes think of someone who
is totally radical or fanatical for a certain cause, like
the Jewish zealots in New Testament times. Although
radicalism can be a characteristic of zeal, it’s only a small
part of what it means to be zealous for something. As I
have prayed and studied the Word, I have discovered that
true zeal comes from a place of passionate devotion.

in the assembly” (Psalm 111:1). This verse also talks
about praising God in the council of the upright and in the
assembly. Sometimes we praise the Lord with all our
hearts when we are by ourselves, but when we are at
church, we hold back for fear of judgment. David urges
us to worship with all our hearts in the assembly! It’s so
humbling, but it's worth it.

This authenticity is one of the aspects of worship that I
have really come to love at BCF Minneapolis, on the teams
and in the congregation. We make mistakes, and we may
The zeal of the Lord is not based on a feeling, but on a
not be totally professional, but we love to worship Jesus! It
fervent commitment to seek Him, honor Him, and worship
is so freeing to not care what other people think of you, but
Him. The worship of our God should be ardent pursuit of
His face, whether we feel like it or not. True worship comes to just be able to worship from your heart without being
when we are so devoted to the Lord that nothing keeps us judged.
from praising and thanking Him, not sickness, not pain, not
Zealous worship is all-consuming. King David is one of the
adversity, not even our feelings. This is zeal.
best examples of zealous worshippers in the Bible. “For
zeal for your house consumes me, and the insults of
This concept is essential for a worship leader. Zeal is
those who insult you fall on me” (Psalm 69:9). He was
contagious, but so is the lack of zeal. If a leader is
so consumed with the Lord that he was able to suffer
passionately pursuing Jesus in his or her worship, the
persecution for His name. Zeal for the Lord allows us to
congregation will be spurred on to the same level of
endure hardship. Another example of zealous worshippers
fervency. But if a leader allows their bad-hair day or sour
is in Acts 16, where Paul and Silas, having just been
attitude to determine how they worship, it will rub off on
severely flogged and thrown into prison, “were praying
the rest of the team, as well as the congregation. As
Christians, we can’t let our circumstances and environment and singing hymns to God” (verse 25). Persecution didn’t
stop their devotion to the Lord, but their zeal brought forth
determine our attitude. We have the light of Christ within
worship.
us, and we have received the mind of Christ!
When we remember this and praise God even when we
don’t necessarily feel like it, the Spirit of Christ within us
connects with the One we’re praising, drawing the light
of true joy out of us and into the atmosphere. Isn’t that
incredible? And it starts with the zealous choice to be
steadfast before the Lord. In Psalm 57:7-8, David wrote,
“My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast: I will
sing and make music. Awake, my soul! Awake, harp and
lyre! I will awaken the dawn.” Because David’s heart was
steadfast, he chose to sing and make music. As a result,
his heart was awakened to further praise.

Several members of our congregation reflect this zeal
as well. As they walk through the flames of adverse
circumstances, they choose to stand and praise, even
though I can almost guarantee that they don’t always
feel like it!
When we are consumed with zeal for the Lord, it takes
over even in our darkest hour, allowing us to pour forth
praise. I pray that we, the beloved bride of Christ, will
learn to pursue our Lover with the same joyful, authentic,
all-consuming, devoted zeal as that with which Christ
pursued us, even to the cross!

poeticLIFE

Zealous worship is authentic, and it comes from the deep
places of our hearts. “Praise the LORD. I will extol the
LORD with all my heart in the council of the upright and

--Bethany Englund

Real Zeal
Different things at different stages of our lives engender zeal.
Babies most anticipate the time of their next meal.
Toddlers spend their days in joyful play, causing them to squeal.
Kids of elementary age love to jump and spin and practice doing cartwheels.
Teens are quite enamored with the thought of driving automobiles.
College students thrill to see their plans for life beginning to congeal.
Adults are often happy to see their lives becoming more genteel.
Every age and every stage, diligent, eager devotion and fervor we feel.
Persevering passion for the House of God - now that is real zeal!
--Liz Kimmel
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LIFE
Zeal: The Antidote for Apathy

founding are not only in place, but fresh and life giving.

I confess. I’ve done it. I have let myself periodically slide
into a comfort zone that had the spiritual energy of a slug
on tranquilizers. Even though we all do it now and then, it is
unhealthy and detrimental to effective Christian living and
witness, and it is disease-like in a congregation. Apathy
slows everything down to the proverbial snail’s pace. The
cure? A restoration of zeal.

God is full of zeal for His Word. Ezekiel 5:13 says, “I the
Lord have spoken it in my zeal.” Without laboring this point
very long at all, it is safe to say that God has set His Word
in a high place and expects the same from us. His Word
shall never pass away. It is the standard by which all will be
judged. It is the illuminator through which any seeker can
find light and revelation. Not one letter of it will pass till all
has been fulfilled.

By definition, zeal is “great energy or enthusiasm for a
cause or objective.” It is like passion that exudes a powerful
or compelling emotion. What zeal cannot be is untouched,
cool, distant, unmoved, or neutral. Zeal means passionate
engagement.
One classic biblical example of zeal is James 5:16b: “The
effective fervent prayer of a righteous man does a lot of
good.” The word fervent means “to boil liquids.” As applied
to prayer, it means our prayers are to be birthed from
hearts full of deep, authentic concern. Following are some
examples of things for which God zealously cares:

God's Word is bread to the hungry and wine to the thirsty.
Healing and grace and revelation are found in its pages.
God protects His Word and looks after it. Biblical zeal, then,
must both restore to our hearts the passion of Jesus for
what His Word declares and also guard against the
compromise of any of its clearly declared principles.

God is zealous to bring His people to a place of
lavish generosity. Second Corinthians 9:2 tells how the
Corinthians' zeal for giving stirred the Macedonians to
positive action in offerings. It says in part, “your zeal has
provoked many.” Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light so
shine before men that they may see your good works and
God is zealous for the things over which He rules.
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” The emphasis is
Psalm 69 tells how the adversaries of God are having a
on “your good works” and “your light.” Simply stated, a zeal
field day, bringing injury to Christ and His work/house. In
-filled, passionate example of ministry, executed with
this imprecatory prayer, we get small slices of insight into
proper motives, will have a beneficial effect on those who
God’s heart for something over which He has absolute
headship—His house! Verse 9 says, “The zeal of my house observe it.
has eaten me up.”
People are influenced by passion-filled, Spirit-anointed
followers of Jesus. The term provoke means “to prod
In Ephesians 1:22 Paul tells us that God gave “[Christ] as
to good works.” Good works done in Jesus’ name,
head over all things to the church.” When we speak of
empowered by the Holy Spirit and publicly manifested, will
Jesus, we are speaking of a King and kingdom of which
have a beneficial, influential effect on those who observe
the visible church is a representative. Christ loved the
them. Paul told the Ephesians that we were “fashioned for
church (Ephesians 5:25). Loving headship is the way
good works that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).
Jesus rules…with zeal/passion. He is still excited about
His church, and if He is, we must be as well.
God has zeal for relationships. The apostle Paul told the
Colossians that Epaphras “hath great zeal for you”
God is full of zeal for things that have enduring value
(Colossians 4:13 ). He said that Epaphras, who was one of
but are neglected or lost. Psalm 119:139 declares, “My
them, was a faithful prayer warrior for them and that he w
zeal has consumed me”. What caused God to be so
as also concerned about those who were in Laodicea and
passionate? The remainder of the verse tells us: “my
adversaries have forgotten your word.” The Lord is not only Hierapolis. Epaphras was a man of zeal and passion.
fervent in His zeal for His house, but also for His Word and
Human beings are born for relationships. God wanted
for the neglected “landmarks” of the faith. Some basic
teachings and practices (orthodoxy and orthopraxy) cannot relationship with man in the Garden of Eden, and He has
wanted the same ever since. We are born again to recover
be moved without seriously injuring the church.
what was lost because of the curse over mankind. The
church Jesus is building stands squarely on Christlike,
The virgin birth, the cross of Christ, the Resurrection of
Christ-sharing relationships. Everyone has value, and
Christ, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, holiness, care for
therein we find our place (identity) and function
the poor, justice, fellowship, charity, the sanctity of the
church invisible—these and a few more are the cement that (fruitfulness).
holds the church together. In 2012, I urge you, BCF, to
plead with God to restore anything that has been neglected In summary, let me suggest some simple ways to either
restore zeal that has been lost or improve zeal that is
from any point in your history. Periodically, every church
must do a foundation check to be sure the reasons for our lagging:
Continued on page 5
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Introducing the BCF Hall of Faith
Just over a year ago, on January 5, 2011, BCF's Borgie
(Borghild) Thompson, who was just thirteen days shy of
her eighty-eighth birthday, went home to heaven. The
memory of her gracious spirit and delightful wit has tugged
at my heart many times the past twelve months, and my
appreciation of her love for Jesus and for our church body
has grown. Maybe that has contributed to the birth of this
“BCF Hall of Faith” page I am introducing in this issue.
We human beings gain inspiration by remembering
people who have excelled in the fields to which they
have devoted their lives. For example, as one who has
occasional spurts of interest in Major League Baseball, I
have greatly enjoyed reading about outstanding baseball
players who have been inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in Cooperstown, New York. And when I was at St.
Paul's Central High School for the Mission St. Paul service
that honored everyday heroes last September 11, a wall
displaying the school's Hall of Fame could easily have held
my attention the entire evening.
As interesting and inspirational as this world's many halls
of fame are, none of them is nearly so meaningful as
God's “Hall of Faith” in Hebrews 11. The writer of the Book
of Hebrews, under the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
gives special recognition to a number of individuals and
then acknowledges that the shortage of time makes it
impossible to tell about everyone who should be
mentioned.

The last few
months, as I have
thought about Hebrews 11 and its
strong biblical examples such as
Abraham and
Sarah, my musings have turned
to Bethel Christian
Fellowship and its
eighty-two years of life. “Who,” I wondered, “would be listed
in BCF's Hall of Faith?”
You'll see my answers to this question in future LIFEline
issues. Everyone featured on this page will be someone
who has already gone home to heaven. And perhaps
most importantly, they will exemplify the words of Romans
15:4: “For everything that was written in the past was
written to teach us, so that through endurance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”
We will take a brief look at individuals whose lives of faith
have blessed BCF in various ways, for the purpose of
identifying their godly characteristics that we can learn
to practice in our sojourn here.
I hope you'll explore BCF's Hall of Faith with me.
--Ken Holmgren

Zeal: The Antidote for Apathy continued from page 4

Repent. Any known sin will keep blessing away from us
and our passion levels low. Repent so that “seasons of
refreshing” can come from the presence of the Lord (Acts
3:19). Repentance is so worth it. As a follower of Jesus,
you may wonder why I mentioned this. Here’s why. Most
believers in Jesus are not out of control with promiscuity
and alcohol/drug abuse. We are however, greatly hindered
with many hidden sins of attitude. Repentance will cleanse
the soul, mind, and heart and restore our passion for
Jesus.

[ourselves] up in the most precious holy faith, praying in the
Holy Ghost.” Paul tells us that we “edify” ourselves—that is,
get built up—when we pray in tongues (1 Corinthians 14:4).
Just do it in Jesus' name.
Encourage one another. We are told to “do good to one
another while we have opportunity, and especially those of
the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). There are many
ways to do this, and the easiest ones are verbal. Just recite
a good, encouraging verse or two to your friends when you
see them. Offer to pray blessing over their week, their lives,
and their family. Tell everyone you meet that they are going
to have a grace-filled week. How can you say that with a
surety? Because it is true!

Stir up your mind in remembrance. The Bible uses the
word remember dozens of times to direct God-seekers to
history-of-God “moments.” Many times our future looks
cloudy and unclear, but our past is very clear. Even if we
have known the Lord for only a short season, we will begin So, my dear BCF friend, may the zeal of the Lord rise high,
to rejoice when we think about all the circumstances, trials, run deep, and go far in your lives in 2012.
and problems He has brought us through. If we can’t find
We love you all!
faith for today, we can borrow some from yesterday.
--Dale VanSteenis
Pray in the Spirit. We are admonished in Jude 20 to “build
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2011 Babies and their expressions of Zeal!
Beryl Eganam Amenumey
Born 2/11/11 to Felix & Sheila

“It’s about time
you woke up; now
hurry up, Let’s
go to church!”
Edward Paul Holmgren
Born 1/25/11 to Paul & Rose

Beryl has brought a lot
of excitement and joy
to our family.
The enthusiasm she
shows whenever she
sees her siblings,
Felicia and Filbert,
return from school
is amazing.

Eli Gil Hegstrom
Born 8/12/11 to Matt & Sierra

Beckett Jameson and Theodore Duncan Chase
Born 3/2/11 to Tim & Heidi

Baby Eli expresses
his zeal through
his cheeky smiles
and his constant
desire to jump!
He will soon be
joyfully keeping up
with big brothers
Max and Gabriel.

Beckett shows his zeal through belly laughing during
dance parties and scooting around the house with
big brother Jackson.
Theodore shows his zeal through SCREAMING in
delight when he jumps and jumps and jumps and
jumps and jumps and jumps in his exersaucer.

Ethan Alexander Campbell
Born 9/16/11 to Paul & Becca
Addison loves bath
time, holding on to
things, being talked
to. Most of all she
likes to cuddle. :)
Addison Hope Warner
Born 8/30/2011 to Mark & Jennifer

Ethan is excited to
see the world!
(He's a mover and
never seems to
stop, definitely
different than his
big brother Will.)
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Theme Artwork - 2012: A Year to Dream
God has blessed Bethel Christian Fellowship with incredibly gifted artists who pray into the message of the annual theme
each year and produce wonderful artwork that blesses and encourages us throughout the year. Thank you Amy, Julie,
Greta, and Sara for making yourself available to be used in such a visible way.
2012 Banner created by:
Amy Watson

If you missed
Pastor Jim’s
Theme Message
on January 8th,
you can find it at:
www.betheltwincities.org

2012 Banner created by:
Julie Thompson

2012 Painting created by:
Sara Howard
(on display at BCFM)

2012 Bulletin created by:
Greta Sandquist
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I didn’t like this at all! Where are You, God? Why doesn’t
what I read in Your Word line up with my experiences. Help
As I thought about what gives me zeal to pray, my first (and my unbelief—all of it.
shallow) response was a quick “It’s to see answers.” Our In words like the instruction given to Daniel LaRusso as
human hearts always want pay for our work, whether it be he strengthened his karate muscles by waxing a car in
in secular life or in prayer. And when God first began to The Karate Kid, the answer came deep in my spirit: Keep
rest upon me with a calling to pray, there were immediate practicing! Wax on, wax off!
paybacks!
Ah, God, do I have to? The petulance of a young teen
God put an earnest payment into my soul in what I call my was all over me, but I had to. I was addicted and, like a
“honeymoon phase” of learning about Him and praying. I
gambler, kept taking chances that the “big one” would
heard His voice clearly, as His strong thoughts cut across
come. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the
my thoughts. These God-thoughts told me things and
Word of God! Wax on, wax off!
challenged me to dare check them out. When I did, there
Jesus, how can faith be such hard work? I don’t get it!
was shocked surprise on the faces of those about whom
Please help me and give me Your gift of faith! My spiritual
He had spoken. Several responded, “How did you know
muscles got pretty sore, until I felt that my joints were out of
that?!”
place. I tried and tried and tried with no results.
In addition, God set me up with surprises that were in my
But He had made it so easy in my prayer honeymoon.
favor and titillated me further. The first fearful times I laid
hands on others and uttered weak prayers for them, He
Lord, what’s this all about? Is there an easier way?
manifested His power, knocking them back across chairs
He sent complete strangers as encouragers and gave
and causing them to fall, even to be healed, to my utter
disbelief and amazement. The honeymoon was great, and prophetic words that were like a carrot hanging just out
I was hooked as if I had taken addictive drugs. I expected it of the reach of a mule. Why doesn’t the Bible and the
prophetic line up with what I’m experiencing? I have a
to go on forever and thought I had it all figured out.
reputation at stake here; God, Your reputation is at stake
Then God hid Himself from me and allowed great affliction here! Are You the God of the Bible or not? Am I royal or
of body and soul to come to me. It was a deep, dark night
not?
for me, and I could see no light. I felt like a ship with no
The answer came: He made Himself of no reputation
rudder, caught in a storm—alone, defeated, beat up, and
and despised the shame, for His eyes were on the
confused. Self-recriminations and doubt, as well as great
prize.
sorrow, came upon me. Where are You, God? Where
did You go? Don’t You love me anymore? Have I done
Haven’t I had my eyes on the prize?
something to tick you off? I talked to God, but there was
Have you made yourself lowly like Him?
no answer.

Where I Meet with My Greatest Love

I was forced to choose between accusing God and turning
away from Him forever or finding Him in His Word. I
began to meditate on Bible passages and stare at them
in contemplation. To my surprise, I saw hidden meanings
between the lines, and revelations of deep insight into His
ways and heart began to emerge. I wrote what I saw and
asked questions about it in my journal, pondering it deep
in my spirit. And my spirit, the only place of revelation,
wisdom, and worship, began to come alive; my
understanding started to grow up.

No, I try, but my human nature keeps getting in the way.
Will you help me, dear Father?
He helped by making me extremely uncomfortable with the
expectations of others. I know me, and “me” has so many
weaknesses and failures. I don’t want people to know me
for what I do; I want them to love me for me.
Then love them like you want to be loved.
All of them?! Even the stinky, icky ones?

You don’t smell so pretty to My nose most of the time.
This process has continued steadily since that time. I see
The things you do are pretty icky to Me.
new things every time I read, and the response is always
worship. I then know how to pray. Revelation, wisdom, and Ah, God, how do I overcome this?
I will give you some of My grace, and it will enable you.
worship come from God and return to Him—true prayer.
Keep practicing! Wax on, wax off…
Then God's spiritual gifts began to be given me, in small
I want to know Christ, the power of His Resurrection, share
doses at first, growing incrementally as I became aware
in His sufferings, and be like Him in His death, somehow to
of the needs of others. Many times I prayed for things to
attain to the resurrection of the dead.
happen and didn’t see results. It certainly wasn’t like my
prayer honeymoon. More times than not, my prayers left
You’re doing well, My daughter. Keep walking with Me
disappointment. Again, there was a decision to be made:
and talking with Me. I will lead you by a secret path.
Would I continue and bear the shame or turn away in
unbelief?
Continued on page 9
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The Hovering, Overshadowing Zeal of God
Zeal! Passion! I want these characteristics, not apathy or
tepid commitment. I want to see new things birthed. I want
to create life-giving paths, proclaim freedom for the captive,
and bring justice to the oppressed. But my own zeal and
passion are puny. I get tired quickly in the face of
impossible odds.
But here's the revelation: the zeal of God I'm seeking is
really His Spirit. The Holy Spirit is “His passionate
commitment” that He will accomplish it (Isaiah 9:7, New
Living Translation), His “guarantee that he will give us
everything he promised” (Ephesians 1:14, NLT). The only
way form can come to the formless is first by the Spirit's
hovering; the only possibility for a virgin to conceive is by
being overshadowed; and the only way for dust and dry
bones to have life is by the exhale of God's breath (taken
from http://www.thechristiansentinel.com/2010/06/in-stepwith-the-spirit-the-zeal-of-the-lord-almighty-god%E2%80%
99s-holy-spirit-and-the-church/). I must pursue and remain
in the hovering, overshadowing, exhaling breath of God's
Spirit!

In those months, we grasped the immense need for
refuges to be established, both there and across Asia. We
discerned that a house of intimate prayer and rest was vital
alongside the house of refuge, both as a source of healing
for victims and as a well of sustenance and strength for
their exhausted caregivers. God also affirmed that we were
meant to pass on all we have received to the next
generation of 20-somethings, working alongside them as
family-community to see the kingdom of heaven come to
earth in this way.
Then God directed the next step: go back to Madison,
Wisconsin, to set up the Stateside base (or “motherhouse”)
for bigbighouse and begin to raise up 20-somethings to
return to Asia with us, praying and working together to see
houses of prayer and refuge birthed.
So we moved to Madison last August, and we have
pressed in to the Presence in prayer. As we have invested
in the unseen, God has begun to bring us partnerships and
connections with like-hearted organizations such as 24-7
Prayer (www.24-7prayer.com) and Exodus Cry
(www.exoduscry.com), so that we're not going it alone.

At bigbighouse, the fledgling organization Brian and I have
founded, we are living from this DNA. The pursuit of thd
Spirit's hovering presence is first and foremost to us. He is
our strength. Without His breath, we dry up. That's why our
vision statement says, “Safe places... in the darkest
places... out of the place of prayer.” It's in the place of
prayer that we take Him in as He overtakes us. He is our
Passion and Zeal in the face of the impossible.

This coming August, in partnership with 24-7 Prayer, our
house and our lives will be the venue for a 10-month
residential internship for a small group of 20-somethings
who are interested in pursuing God and justice, all within
the setting of family-community. We are prayerfully
expectant that God will call some of these to go back to
Asia with us for a longer term for the birthing of prayer and
refuge houses. And as God calls other “mothers and
fathers” to bigbighouse, we envision the cycle of
Here is the impossible we're up against: establishing
internships continuing, with more houses of prayer and
houses of prayer and restoration for victims of sex
trafficking in Asia. With more than thirty million slaves in the refuge being birthed throughout Asia as He leads and
provides.
world today (more than at any other point in history), the
aching need for refuges of restoration for rescued victims
Without a doubt, only the Zeal of the Lord can accomplish
is overwhelming (taken from Not for Sale Web site
this! But we join with Him and say, Yes, Lord, may it be to
(www.notforsalecampaign.org).
me even as you have said. Your kingdom come, your will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Come, overshadow us
God highlighted the sex-slave industry to us as we lived
too, so we can see the impossible come because of You.
and worked in Southeast Asia. We were stunned to learn
that children were being trafficked for sex in our own small
city, and our hearts broke. So we followed God and
--Paula Doty
pursued ten months of volunteering and training with
organizations that cared for prostituted and trafficked
victims in Manila, Philippines.
Prayer LIFE continued from page 8

Lord, can we go on a second honeymoon? I must have
more of Your love.
I am zealous for prayer because that’s where I meet with
my greatest love. My Beloved loves me, and His heart is

for me. The greatest prayer is fellowship and intimacy with
God.
--Jean Ramphal
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LIFE
“A Renewal of My Passion for God's Glory”
I have been attending Bethel Christian Fellowship for a
little over six years. During the first five years, I attended
services regularly, played regularly with the worship team,
and read my Bible regularly. I was baptized in front of the
congregation. Yet, something seemed to be missing in my
walk with Jesus. I felt like I was absorbing all kinds of good
teaching and knowledge, but that it wasn’t bearing any fruit
or giving any benefit to anyone besides myself.

experiencing the transforming power of His presence.

Then came Saturate. Prior to 2011, I don’t think I ever
attended an LEDTS class or any other Sunday night event
at Bethel. However, I decided that this time I needed to
participate. In the process, I have received the blessings
of getting to know God’s Word in a deeper way and having
the opportunity to share my thoughts about it with others.
I have also been blessed by getting to know many of you
The past several years, I have been aware that my zeal for better through this experience.
Jesus and His glory hasn't seemed as passionate as it
once was. When I was a graduate student at the University In getting to know more of the members of BCF, I have
also noticed that my heart is increasing in care and
of Minnesota, I was pretty enthusiastic about talking to
concern for the other members of this body. I have been
others about who Jesus is and what He had done to save
moved to pray more often for the needs and concerns of
me.
the people I have read about in e-mails on the prayer chain
However, with the passing of time, my zeal to share Jesus or things that have come up when I visit with people at
church.
with other people seemed to wane. Perhaps it was simply
a new focus on married life and work life, or perhaps it
A few months into 2011, Steven Uggen shared with the
was a reality that is harder to face: a lack of caring for the
congregation that the month of June was going to be
people around me, combined with a lack of courage to do
“Gospel Month.” He challenged us to participate by
something about it.
making a special effort to share the gospel with friends,
When I first moved to Minnesota in 2001, I was shocked by o-workers, neighbors, or even strangers during the month
of June. He also invited everyone in the congregation to
the unfriendly, self-centeredness of the people here. I
participate in some of the evangelism outreaches that
would often greet people on the street and would receive
Trinity Works was organizing that month.
absolutely no response. After four years of study at the
University of Houston, the coldness of Minnesotans (or at
least people in Minneapolis) was a very noticeable contrast I decided to participate in Gospel Month and prayed for
God to use me in evangelism. I tried to become more
to the general friendliness Texans seem to have toward
aware of the people around me on public transit, on the
strangers. Yet, after living here a number of years, I
streets, at stores I visited. However, after the first two
realized that I was becoming a coldhearted Minnesotan
weeks of June, not much had come from my additional
who didn’t talk to strangers or care much about them.
efforts and intentions to “do evangelism.” Then God used
difficult circumstances in my life to free up time for me to
Then came 2011, A Year of Return. For me, 2011 was
get more involved.
a year of returning to evangelism and a renewal of my
passion for God’s glory through Jesus.
As many of you know, my brother-in-law, Jacob, was in a
very serious car accident in Texas at the end of May and
It began shortly after the turn of the new year. My wife,
spent a long recovery in the hospital all of June and July.
Krista, and I were staying with friends in Texas the night
Krista went to visit him in the hospital several times on the
of January 1. and I got into a conversation with Luke, the
weekends. Since I was alone and without much to do on
husband of Krista’s best friend. I had heard that God had
a weekend in mid-June, I decided to participate in one of
done great things in his life during 2010, and I asked him
Trinity Works’ evangelism outreaches. I figured it might
if he would share more about what he had experienced.
help me learn how to share the gospel with others if I did it
He told me about being delivered from demonic powers
alongside of others.
through prayer, and he also shared how this deliverance
and his new life with Jesus had transformed his job at a
On a Friday night, I took part in a Men on Fire outreach
prison into an opportunity to share good news with the
to downtown Saint Paul. I enjoyed it so much and was
inmates there.
so excited to see firsthand how Jesus was breaking into
He was excited as he shared how an inmate was delivered peoples’ lives and transforming their hearts. When the
evangelist leader for our group of four guys invited me to
from a coma and the brink of death and miraculously
come back to Bethel the next day for Messenger Boot
recovered from the results of his former drug addictions
through the work of God and the prayers of several people. Camp, a Trinity Works evangelism seminar and outreach,
I decided I had to take him up on it.
His stories made an impression on me and reminded me
that I wanted to take part in a life of following Jesus and
Continued on page 11
Page 10
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When God Pours Out His LOVE
I was asked to write this article toward the end of a
Saturate get-together; this is my testimony about what the
Lord has done with, to, and in my life through Saturate.
What God has done with my life is exactly what He
intended. He has placed me in situations where I have to
lean on Him. Throughout this past year, I have been almost
homeless three times. I have literally gotten to the point
where I checked, without praying about it, with everyone I
knew and thought would take me in. Each time, God has
come through. If you know the story of Elijah, which I do
now due to Saturate, you know that he was fed by ravens
and the brook. When that stopped working, God told him to
go to the city, where he met a woman and got fed. He had
everything he needed because the Lord provided.
What God has done to my life. To be honest, I cannot say
that I like all He has done to my life. The road is hard,
coming from where I did and believing what I did. Don't
get me wrong. I have been in the church all my life, but I
believed in a punishing, angry, detached God. I didn't want
to read the Bible because it just proved how bad I was.
Through Saturate and the community of believers I have
found in this process, I know His LOVE! There is no
describing what it is like to receive a compliment from
the Lord of lords. When you are willing to listen and are
actually listening, He pours out His LOVE.

To end, I will say this: if you want something different, the
different Pastor Jim talks of with radical shift, come and be
ready to encounter Him. If you want this shift, be ready to
meet a Savior who has been waiting desperately to show
Himself to you.
At the LIFE Group where I go, we were just talking about
asking God first. I asked Him how to end this article, and
He said, “My LOVE.” I don't know if you have noticed that
I have capitalized the word love each time that I refer to it
as God's LOVE. I am trying to get across how big His
LOVE is. If you have children, think of that kind of love.
If you have a mother or father, think of that kind of love.
If you have a husband or wife, think of that kind of love.
If you have a mentor who has walked with you through
unthinkable trials, think of that kind of love.
Then think of the galaxy, how unimaginably big, vast, deep,
wide, and never ending it is. The God who created it thinks
nothing of it compared to you. I have heard many times
that "He thought of you when He died on the cross," and
that isn't the half of it. Yes, He died for you. He also came
to live for you so that you would believe He knows what
you are going through. Even more, He is watching and
waiting to be let into your life, not just the corners where or
when He "fits," but everywhere.

Let God carry your burdens away and bring back the life
What God has done in my life. He opened up the attic
you were meant to live. He LOVES you more than words,
and He wrote a whole Book to tell you about it.
where I was hiding and let in the light of His Word. As I
said, I knew a dominating God. The God I have met,
thanks to the help of this body of believers, took my hand
--Cay Yingling
and has not let go no matter what I say, what I do, or where
I go. A very beautiful woman of God gave me a chapter
from Him for my family: Psalms 139. When I get scared of
the tyrannical God I used to know, I go there or to any of
the other wonderful passages I now know. 2 Samuel 22 is
long but good; 1 Chronicles 4:10 is great as well.
Men’s LIFE continued from page 10

I was amazed at how so many of the people we
encountered were so open to receiving prayer and learning
more about who Jesus is. I was also amazed by some of
my companions from Men on Fire and from the Messenger
Boot Camp. I learned that some of them had been drug
addicts, drug dealers, and had even committed murders.
What was so amazing to me was how much love each of
them poured into the people around them and how fully
God had redeemed them and was using them for His good
purposes.

King’s Banquet and another outreach on the University of
Minnesota campus. Please consider saying yes to God
when He prompts you to share something about your faith
with someone else. You will be blessed by the experience
more than you can know. Also, please pray for me, that I
will continue to have more of a heart for people around me.
It is only by God’s grace that this transformation has taken
place in my life and will, God willing, continue.
--Jeremy Swider

Words cannot really describe how much joy I felt after that
weekend or after later weekends when I participated in the
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ken’sKORNER
What Is the Object of Your Zeal?
In God's inscrutable economy, Jim Elliot's physical life
was even shorter than the thirty-three years of “the Great
Short-Lived.” Other men and women whose spirits have
burned brightly with an equally genuine zeal for God, have
lived many decades longer than Elliot and the Lord Jesus
Christ. Zeal for God is not measured in the length of one's
God ministered very powerfully to me through three avenues life, but in one's single-hearted, wholehearted devotion to
that week. First, the anointed ministry of the camp evangelist Him. It is reflected in a daily, moment-by-moment walk of
was a magnet that drew me to the treasures in God's Word. intimacy with Christ.
In fact, I have never forgotten his message on the scarlet
Of all the things or people that can draw zeal from the
cord that Rahab the harlot tied in the window of her house
on the wall of Jericho. Second, the precious time I spent on human heart, I know of no one or nothing more worthy than
Jesus and a relationship with Him. Only Jesus can satisfy
my knees before God at the end of the evening meetings
our deepest desires. Only an intimate relationship with Christ
whetted my appetite for increased intimacy with my loving
can give us purpose and passion with eternal value. The
Savior.
apostle Paul expressed his yearning for this transcendent
purpose when he said in Philippians 3:10 and 14, “I want to
The third avenue through which God touched my life that
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
week was the morning Bible class. As I sat in the class one
fellowship
of sharing in his sufferings...I press on toward
morning, the teacher—he happened to be Lloyd Jacobsen,
the
goal
to
win the prize for which God has called me
my pastor—wrote the following quotation on the blackboard
heavenward
in Christ Jesus.”
at the front of the room: “He is no fool who gives what he
Perhaps the most significant week of my teenage years
was the five days I spent at Spencer Lake Bible Camp near
Waupaca, Wisconsin, in the summer of 1966. It was a time
when God probed deeply into my heart to call me to a
posture of surrender to His loving plan for my life.

cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”

How can we live with such zeal? Our first step is to open our
hearts and lives to Jesus with a spirit of surrender to Him.
That morning, Pastor Jacobsen told the story of Jim Elliot,
This means that we turn from our sins and receive God's gift
the young man who wrote the strong declaration above on
October 28, 1949, just a little more than six years before he of forgiveness by faith in the truth that Jesus suffered the
eternal punishment for our sins. We grow and mature in this
literally gave his physical life, which he could not keep, to
gain the eternal joy of helping an unreached tribe in Ecuador zeal for Christ as we take daily steps of surrender to Him and
allow Him to transform those areas we would apathetically
experience its initial contact with followers of Jesus. My
desire to ignore as part of “just the way I am.”
pastor described how Elliot was a martyr, a “witness” for
Jesus, and challenged our class to be martyrs too.
What is the object of your zeal? Is it something of great
earthly value, something that will fade away in the light
This introduction to Jim Elliot sparked within me a desire to
of eternity? Or is it Jesus, whose presence will breathe
learn more about him and his zeal for God. I purchased the
ever-increasing
life into your spirit until He takes you home
book Shadow of the Almighty, in which his widow, Elisabeth
to
be
with
Him
forever?
Today you have the opportunity to
Elliot, gathered and shared his writings, and was deeply
direct
your
zeal
toward
the
one Person who is totally worthy
challenged by the thoughts he had penned in his letters and
of
your
deepest
heartfelt
passion.
diaries. His words glowed red-hot with his burning passion
for God. “Saturate me with the oil of the Spirit that I may be
aflame,” he wrote in a prayer to God in 1948. He added, “In
me there dwells the spirit of the Great Short-Lived, whose
zeal for God's house consumed Him. 'Make me Thy fuel,
Flame of God.'”

There is an easy way to raise money for BCF Missions just by searching the
Internet with GoodSearch.com. It's simple. You use GoodSearch.com like any
other search engine — the site is powered by Yahoo! — but each time you do,
money is generated for BCF. The more people who use this, the more money
will go to the missions program here at Bethel.
It’s easy to get started. Just go to www.goodsearch.com and enter Bethel
Christian Fellowship Missions as your non-profit of choice. Make
goodsearch.com your home page or add it to your toolbar….then search away!
(Please note that image searches do not count toward fundraising AND, your
search must be legitimate. You may not search for google.com on goodsearch.
That is considered a fraudulent search and will not be counted toward our goal.)

--Ken Holmgren

You can also see how much has been raised by clicking the “amount raised”
button on the main page. An average of 1 penny is donated for every search
we do. Every bit helps!
You cay also do a good portion of your shopping online and earn varying
percentages of your purchase price for missions. Check it out at the following
address: http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx

