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MONTH'—_Y The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coinc  ide with our recent sermon series:
THEME: Putting God in His Place ~ this issue will center o n our Ministries.

Let Jesus Be the Center

Moving home from Singapore after a three-year stint has
brought the question of ministry to the fore. We are still in
the midst of discerning the official ministries in which we
will be serving.

Our family is in a different stage of life. When we left,

our three children were younger, and they mainly came
along with us as we served in whatever capacity God had
called us. Now that they are older, they have their own
opportunities to minister. | am so blessed by that! As a
parent, it is such a blessing to see my kids step forth and
use the gifts God has given them for His glory. This
blessing also comes with the need for extra coordination
of how who is going to get where.

We have also come home to a house in need of repairs
and maintenance. Somehow, this surprised me. | thought
we would move our furniture in, get set up, and pick up
where we left off. That was not to be the case. Setting up
housekeeping here again has required a lot of time and
effort.

Sometimes we go through seasons where we must lay
down some things so we can pick up some others. This
can be frustrating. Let us try to see Jesus in the reality
of our life circumstances. If we have the Spirit, we are

someone’s day, to send a
quick note of encouragement.
Galatians 6:9a exhorts us, “Let
us not become weary in doing
good...” Even in this busy
season that God is carrying
our family through, | believe
He is calling us to this sort of
ministry.
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| can drive my kids to their activities and ministries,
thanking Him for their hearts, which are willing, ready,
even excited to serve Him. | can fix up our house unto
Him, thanking Him for shelter and warmth, asking Him to
use it as He chooses for His glory. | can take time to read
and memorize the Scriptures so that when a word of
encouragement is needed, | am ready with an answer.

Do you change diapers? Are you an auto mechanic?

Do you wear shiny shoes to work? Jesus is asking us to
let our whole life be an offering of praise and worship, a
ministry to the people around us for His glory. Let Him be
the center.

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do
it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him. --Colossians 3:17, my
emphasis

OCCUPATION

always able to love unconditionally, to bring a smile to --Amy Watson
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Putting God in His Place in Our Ministry

Earlier this year, during one of our regular Thursday
morning prayer gatherings, the Lord dropped four words
into my spirit as we were praying. These four words—
assignment, alignment, anointing, and authority—have
been very significant to me as | seek to put God in His place
in my ministry. They have provided a helpful orientation for
understanding how His calling on my life might unfold in this
season.

| believe these words are also relevant for us here at BCF,
both individually and corporately. | would like to invite you
to join me in praying into these words and asking the Lord
to give us revelation for the application of these words as
we close out 2011: A Year of Return and prepare to step
into 2012: A Yearto. ..

Assignment:

One of my favorite scriptures is Psalm 16:5-6: “LORD,
you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot
secure. The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant
places; surely | have a delightful inheritance.”

This scripture reminds me that God has placed very specific
boundary lines in our lives. These lines are not intended

to confine or limit us; rather they are intended to clarify

and reveal the specific assignment He has given to us.
Tremendous freedom comes into our lives when we
recognize that we are not required to do everything, but we
are to do the things the Lord has assigned us to do. As the
apostle Paul says in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.”

DO YOU KNOW YOUR ASSIGNMENT? ARE YOU LIVING IT OUT?

What is true on an individual level is also true on a
corporate level. God has given BCF a specific assignment
to Radiate Life and Joy as a House of Prayer for All
Nations. This assignment has been secured by the Lord’s
hand, and it is a pleasant and delightful inheritance that we
have been given. The more we live and grow in this calling,
the greater fruitfulness and satisfaction we will experience.

| believe that this year, we as a congregation have really
shifted from having this calling merely as an aspirational
vision to living it as an incarnational reality.

Alignment:

Once we have discovered our assignment, we are ready

to take the next step in putting God in His place in our
ministry. This next step is to discern how our assignment is
aligned with God'’s heart for His ongoing kingdom work and
how that assignment is aligned with those co-laboring
around us in the Kingdom. A marvelous biblical illustration
of this is found in the Book of Nehemiah. At the beginning
of the book, Nehemiah receives his assignment to rebuild

Jerusalem. The impetus for fulfilling this assignment comes
out of a time of prayer where he fully aligns his heart with
God’'s (Nehemiah 1:4-11). Then, as the story unfolds, we
see the people of God aligning themselves with each other
to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Each person has a
specific assignment, and each person is connected to and
partnered with the people working alongside them.

IS YOUR HEART ALIGNED WITH THE LORD’S HEART? WHO IS
HE PARTNERING YOU WITH?

Again, this is also true for us at the corporate level. BCF is
not an isolated expression of God’s kingdom work here in
the Twin Cities; rather, it is integrally aligned with other
churches and ministries, both here and around the world.
We recognize that we have an assignment from the Lord,;
yet, we are called to connect and partner with the whole
body of Christ to bring the whole gospel to the whole world.
The more alignment we have, the greater impact we will
make. This is why we are deeply committed to the Mission
St. Paul initiative, as well as to growing a collaboration of
churches and ministries in NE Minneapolis.

Anointing:

Isaiah 10:27 says, “The yoke shall be destroyed because of
the anointing” (KJV). In the NIV version, this same scripture
is translated, "the yoke will be broken because you have
grown so fat” ! What does this mean? The word anointing
literally means “the oil of fatness”; the picture is that our
necks have grown so big that the yoke no longer fits.

In other words, our spiritual capacity has grown to the

point that we are no longer confined by old patterns of
attitudes, thoughts, or actions. We are being transformed,
empowered, and released! So, the anointing of the Lord is
not simply a mystical thing; it is a demonstrated, practical
impartation of grace that increases our capacity to fulfill our
assignment.

IN WHAT AREAS OF YOUR LIFE IS THE LORD BUILDING YOUR
SPIRITUAL CAPACITY ?

| believe the Lord has been increasing the anointing—in in
other words, building the spiritual capacity—of BCF for the
past many years. For over fifteen years, we have had
consistent times and seasons of prayer. More recently,
reading through the Bible together in our Saturate Scripture
Immersion Experience has definitely had a significant
impact on increasing our spiritual capacity. Our capacity
must grow if we are going to be able to truly fulfill our calling
and host His presence as we have been prophetically
challenged to do.

Authority:

When we have discovered our assignment, discerned our
place of alignment, and developed our spiritual capacity
(anointing), we are then destined to walk forward in His
authority. This is how we live out the Great Commission
given by Jesus in Matthew 28:18-20:
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Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority ARE YOU MINISTERING FROM THE PLACE OF AUTHORITY IN
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. CHRIST?

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, .

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Asa _flnal encouragement, hear the words of the apostle
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to ~ Paulin 1 Corinthians 15:57-58:

obey everything | have commanded you. And surel . .
Iamywith gou agljways, to the very endyof the age.” y But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear
We are a missional people, both individually and as a brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move
church community. We live under His authority and fulfill you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the
our destiny with His authority. When we put God in His Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord
place in our ministry, we can go forth with a humble iS not in vain.
boldness that frees us to work with confident hope that --Pastor Jim
our labor in the Kingdom has great value.




What Do You Have in the House?

(Editor's note: At our request, Bob Finke, who provides
apostolic oversight for BCF, has written the following letter
to our congregation. We encourage you to receive it as a
word from God to us individually and corporately.)

Dear BCF family,

Greetings from Colombia, South America! We are thrilled
to hear how God is leading and using each one of you.
You are all so important for the future of God’s kingdom
in the Twin Cities and the nations. I'm grateful for the
invitation to write an article for the LIFEline newsletter.
While | was praying about what | should write, the Lord
spoke to me about the importance of the anointing of the
Holy Spirit in the life of the church through each leader.

In 2 Kings 4:1-7, a widow came to the prophet Elisha with a
huge problem. Her husband, who was also a prophet, had
died, leaving a large debt. Because she had no means to
pay the debt, the creditor had come to take her two sons to
be his slaves and pay her debt in this way. After hearing
her story, Elisha asked her, “Tell me, what do you have in
the house?” The widow answered, “I have nothing in the
house but a jar of oil.” She may have sold all that she had
to try to raise some money to pay off the debt. Now she
was down to one jar of oil.

In the Bible, oil is symbolic of the anointing of the Holy
Spirit. When | read this story, | see a parallel to what we in
the church today are facing. If BCF is going to fulfill her
calling and ministry, she needs oil in the house . We have
no option in the day we live; we need the supernatural
power of the Holy Spirit ! Second Timothy 3:1-7 is being
fulfilled every day, and entire families are being destroyed.
We are salt and light, and the needy people around us
continually come to the church, asking for answers and
deliverance from sin, drugs, and addictions. They’re like
the creditor who demanded the debt be paid in full. The
apostle Paul said, “ am a debtor...” (Romans 1:14)

The question is: Do we have the power and the anoint-
ing in the house to meet the demands of a sin-riddled
society? We all know that Jesus destroyed the power of
the enemy on the cross. And when He arose, He gave us
the keys to the kingdom. Jesus gave His disciples the
Great Commission, but He also commanded:

Do not depart from Jerusalem until you have been
baptized with the Holy Spirit.... you shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
--Acts 1:4-5, 8

And in Mark 16:17-18, Jesus said:

These signs will follow those who believe: In my
name they will cast out demons: they will speak with
new tongues....if they drink anything deadly, it will by
no means hurt them: they will lay hands on the sick,
and they will recover.

Elisha’s response to the widow was “Go, borrow vessels
from everywhere, from all your neighbors...do not gather
just a few.” He emphasized that the color, the size, the
shape, and the type of vessel were not important. The only
important thing was that the vessels were empty! | believe
that the vessels are symbolic of people who are empty,
desperate for God, not happy with just being religious, but
desirous of change and the supernatural. This mother was
very wise; she included her children in the service of the
Lord and sent them out to find the empty vessels. How
we need to include our children in the flow of the oil. Our
children need to see the miraculous and people’s lives
changed by the supernatural flowing in the house.

When her sons brought all the empty vessels into the
house, the mother closed the door and by faith began to
pour from her small jar of oil. She filled the first vessel,

and as the prophet had commanded, she put the full vessel
aside (verse 4). She continued to pour until all the empty
vessels were filled and set aside. When | read this
recently, the Holy Spirit spoke to me: Full vessels become
satisfied with the oil they have. They don’t have hunger for
God and aren’t desperate for more of Him.

| cried out to the Lord, Don’t allow me to lose my hunger
and dependence on you, Holy Spirit. Help me to keep
looking for empty vessels that need a supernatural work of
your Holy Spirit so that I'm not set aside like the Laodicean
church. In Revelation 3:15-18, Jesus told the people of the
Laodicean church that He would vomit them out of His
mouth because they were lukewarm, satisfied with the oil
they had and not desperate for more of God. When we as a
body join together in spiritual warfare, fasting and praying,
the oil begins to be depleted. When we are looking for
empty vessels and begin to pour the oil into them, we begin
to cry out to God for more. And as long as we pour the oil
into empty vessels, it continues to flow.

Recently, | was invited to minister to 490 pastors and
leaders of a large Pentecostal movement in Ecuador. |
found that less than one-third of these pastors and leaders
were baptized in the Holy Spirit. God help us to return to
our roots—to the basics—and get desperate for God! We
desperately need oil in the house . We desperately need
to begin to look for empty vessels. Together as families,
we need to begin to see our children become involved with
the supernatural so that Acts 2:17-19 will be fulfilled in our
sons and daughters.

Continued on page 5



Give as God Has Given You Ability

For many years, we as the body of Christ in the West have
underestimated and at some level undervalued the role of
those who have the God-given gift to be successful in
business and finance. In most Christian quarters, God's
calling to vocational work that leads people into significant
wealth has not been recognized as the high calling it is.

No matter what we do vocationally, | believe it should
always be on the basis of call. It is not just pastors or
missionaries who are called. We are all called to something
significant in the eyes of God, and it is up to us to discover
that call and follow it. Many are called by God to the
marketplace, the school, the hospital, the office, or factory,
and that becomes their primary mission field. We have
tragically viewed that calling as somehow being of less
value to the Kingdom, and for this reason, many have felt
they contribute very little and are second class to those
who have a real calling. You are called and gifted in a
particular way, and we honor and respect that.

It is very possible that some are right now trying to serve as
missionaries or pastors because they went to Bible college
or because somebody made them feel that is what they
needed to do if they were really going to serve God. How
tragic! They may be frustrated, feeling like a square peg in
a round hole, when God had, in fact, actually called them
to teach at the University of Minnesota or work at the
Hennepin County Medical Center or 3M or start a new
business. Anyplace God has called you to work is your
mission field. May we be faithful to the calling of God in
our lives no matter what it is, and may we recognize that

it is all spiritual and all of great value.

The last four years, as | have worked for Great Commis-
sion Media Ministries, | have had the privilege of meeting a
number of people whom God has given the ability to make
a lot of money—and they have discovered the reason why!
In fact, | would say that there is a quiet revival occurring
today among many successful Christian people who
understand that they have been "wired" by God to make

money for Kingdom purposes. You don't see them named
in Charisma magazine (in fact, they wouldn't want that
exposure), but they are very quietly contributing huge sums
of money for Kingdom ministry. Many of them live on an
80/20 plan; their goal is to live on 20 percent of their annual
income and give away 80 percent.

in Kiev, Ukraine, | met a wonderful, humble Christian
businessman from Canada, and he actually confided in me
that God had so blessed his finances that he was able to
live on 5 percent of his annual income and give away 95
percent. It literally brought me to tears as | realized...he
gets it! People like him have come to understand why God
has given them the ability to accumulate wealth; it is for the
sake of the Kingdom. What a high calling! It takes money to
do much of the work of the Kingdom. God has purposefully
commissioned and called many to be successful in the
workplace, as a missionary to that place of work and as a
co-laborer in the work of Kingdom harvest.

Thank God for each of you who gives as God has given
you ability. It makes no difference if it is $20 or $2 million.
We are humbled and grateful to God for each of you. If God
has, however, given you the innate ability to "turn a dollar,"
please know that this is a calling, a commissioning. One
day you will stand before Jesus and hear Him say, Well
done, good and faithful servant. You did what | called

you to do do. You used your God-given ability to multiply
income for My kingdom.

Some plant, some water, but God is the One who brings
the increase. We all have a part to play, a place to fill.
Please find yours, and then do it with all your heart, with
great joy. And don't let anybody tell you it's just a job.
Welcome to your place of calling. Be all that God has
called you to be!

--Dave Ogren Sr.
Great Commission Media Ministries

What Do You Have in the House? continued from page 4

When Jesus began His ministry, the Holy Spirit came upon
Him.

Then Jesus returned in the power of the spirit to
Galilee... He went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and stood up to read [from Isaiah
61:1,2]...: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
because He has anointed Me to preach the
gospel to the poor: He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty

those who are oppressed: to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord.” ...Today this
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. Luke 4:14-19, 21

This is the result of having the Holy Spirit oil flowing in

and through the house and every believer! This is God’s
dream for BCF to reach the Twin Cities and the world with
His supernatural power.

--Bob Finke
Global Network Project
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Ministry without Limitations

We, as followers of Christ, can claim the titles of saints and
ministers. Ephesians 4:12 says that Christian workers such

as pastors and evangelists are to use their gifts to equip
the rest of us for the work of ministry.

And His gifts were that some should be apostles,
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors

and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry ... Ephesians 4:11-12, Revised Standard
Version, my emphasis

In fact, if you look on the back of our worship bulletin, you
will notice that it identifies the BCF congregation as
“ministers.”

Some of you may think you are not able to actively share
your faith with others because of fear, lack of knowledge,
physical limitations, a sinful past, or whatever reason you
may give. Fortunately, God does not buy our excuses. In

+ (
me that “every meeting and every encounter matters.”

In addition, because one never knows when God will
open a door of opportunity, | always carry a collection
of resources in my backpack wherever | go. This stash
includes a CD recording of my life (personal testimony,
life as a quadriplegic, gospel message, etc.), the God of
Wonders DVD, which beautifully and scientifically
demonstrates how there had to be a Creator God,
several New Testaments, and a variety of well-written
gospel tracts and booklets.

So even while lying flat on my back in my hospital bed or
being transported to various medical tests, God gave me
occasions to share verbally and give these resources as |
was led. The DVD can be played in several languages,
making it a perfect gift for foreign hospital workers. | often
ask Muslims if they have ever read the Injil (the Gospel)
because, | remind them, the Qur'an teaches that Jesus
was a prophet and encourages Muslims to read the

fact, He loves to work through weak, limited, and seemingly Writings of His life. My New Testaments have often been

insignificant people.

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness .”
2 Corinthians 12:9, RSV, my emphasis

| can identify with this. | have been a quadriplegic since a
1980 car accident, and | have gone through seasons of
both fruitfulness and what seemed like barrenness due to
my physical limitations. Over the past few months, | have
required several hospitalizations, severely limiting my time
and ability for ministry. But once again, | praise God that
His power is made perfect in my weakness and that His
ways are higher than my ways (see Isaiah 55:9).

While | was spending many days in a hospital bed, God
opened up opportunities to minister the gospel to both
believers and unbelievers around me. As an excellent
medical staff attended to me physically, | was often able to
respond to their comments and questions by sharing how
Jesus Christ was my source of strength and joy. | really
believe God had certain people He wanted me to meet. In

fact, while | was there, a friend said she felt prompted to tell

gladly received by them.

The key is being prepared. 1 Peter 3:15 (RSV, my
emphasis) says:

But in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Always
be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls
you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it
with gentleness and reverence.

| encourage all believers to learn how to give a clear gospel
presentation. Even if you're not at that point, you can
always tell your own story of what Jesus has done for you.
Every believer has a story! And many gospel resources are
available. Find some that you feel comfortable using.

All of us who are followers of Jesus have the privilege and
responsibility to share our faith with those God brings into
our lives. If we are willing, God will use us, not only in spite
of, but even because of our weaknesses. When God'’s
power is in play, there is no such thing as a limitation to
ministering the gospel.

--Jean Swenson
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A Miracle for Real Love
great news!!!

the real love CD that we have been working on for
nearly two years is finally cleared for launch. we just
found out during our Sabbath that we received
permission from Misty Edwards to use her song
Arms Wide Open on the project.

this is the project we have heard that we will be
distributing 100,000 copies of in the next year (or
s0). we are excited about the SOZO and revelation
of His love that God is going to release through the
Church and into the Twin Cities through this project.

The above text, from Steven Uggen's e-mail to friends of
the Trinity Works (TW) ministry this past July 13, reflects
his excitement about a miracle God performed for TW's
Real Love CD outreach project. Work on the Real Love
CD began more than two years ago, and as it progressed,
Steven and those who were working with him knew that
Misty Edwards's song “Arms Wide Open” was supposed to
be among songs included on the CD.

When TW asked Forerunner Records, the licensing
department of the International House of Prayer (IHOP)

in Kansas City, Missouri, for permission to use Misty
Edwards's song, verbal permission was granted. However,
before the paperwork could be completed, IHOP began an
internal audit of its intellectual property, and there was a
freeze on all licensing arrangements. Steven and his
production staff took this problem to God in prayer and
received instruction to build a finished prototype of the CD,
take it to the evangelism department at IHOP, and let IHOP
evangelists bring it to Misty Edwards.

The process of developing the final prototype took a
few more months. On the very day TW called the IHOP
Evangelism Department, the staff there had been in prayer

and had received an impression from God that something
significant was going to be happening in partnership

with Minnesota. When they received the call from TW,
they knew that they were supposed to meet with
representatives from TW.

Steven and others from TW flew to Kansas City the next
week and spent a whole day with the leaders of the

IHOP evangelism ministry. “The Lord really knit our hearts
together,” Steven recalls. “They loved the project and told
us that they would bring it to Misty. In fact, they told us that
they wanted to start using the Real Love CD with the IHOP
evangelism teams. A month later we had permission to use
the song, and the product was released for production.”

The Real Love CD is an outreach tool that contains songs
and stories about the power and reality of God's love. It
has testimonies—including one given by BCF's Jean
Swenson (see “The Story of Jean” below) of God's love
saving people from success, abortion, sexual immorality,
broken relationships, drugs, abuse, and insecurity. The
songs have been donated by national artists Jason Upton,
Brian and Jenn Johnson, Jaeson Ma, and—as the above
paragraphs detail—Misty Edwards, as well as local worship
leaders Paul Anleitner, Joey Stontz, and Jesse Abraham.

Speaking of the Real Love CD, Steven says, “The songs
and testimonies are anointed. This is going to be a
powerful weapon for advancing the kingdom of God.” More
than four thousand copies of the CD have already been
distributed in evangelism opportunities at a free bike wash
and at the Minnesota State Fair. Over the next twelve to
eighteen months, TW expects to distribute one hundred
thousand copies through church-wide outreaches, weekly
street outreaches, and believers with a heart for the lost.

If you would like to obtain copies of the Real Love CD for
use in personal evangelism, you may contact Trinity Works
at 763-390-8900 or e-mail info@reallove.org.

--Ken Holmgren

%B




Dependent on the Vine
(Editor's note: BCF's Jennette Gudgel received the following poem from God at a Women on Fire meeting on May 5,
2010. We believe it very aptly expresses our need to put God in His place in our ministry.)

| am the vine; you are the branches. John 15:5

What happens when man decides to become the vine?
He builds dependent relationships with the branches,
and they suck the life out of him.
He is deluded into thinking that he is the branches’ answer,
but the branches are not strengthened and are unable to bear fruit.
Man keeps giving more and more, making the branches more and more dependent.
Soon man realizes that he has power over the branches.
He can cut off nourishment at any time.
At first the branches are delighted with the nourishment and care they receive.
Somewhere along the line, they want more strength — more opportunity.
As they grow frustrated, they resent the power of the vine,
but they are dependent — helpless to cut themselves free.

They are stuck — which adds to their frustration
Eventually, the vine cannot sustain the dependence of the branches;
it dies.
How different the relationship of the believer with Jesus!
The branch knows he is totally dependent on the Vine;
he knows his strength comes from the Vine;
he can pour all his strength into bearing fruit.
What about me — a branch of Jesus, the Vine?
| am totally dependent on the Vine for nourishment — for direction.
Where is my fruit? What is my fruit?
Am | allowing Him to prune me so that | will bear more fruit?
Am 1 willing to allow Him to define my fruit?
Does it really matter to me that | see fruit?
--Jennette Gudgel

The Who, What, Where, When, and Why of Service

When Jesus was on earth, He didn’t claim what He deserved.
He set aside all praise and honor, and He chose to serve.

As we now seek to minister to those we daily meet,

We pray our service comes from hearts released from all conceit.
Whoever God would bring across our path, we want to bless,
And He'll provide the means to help them out of their distress.
Whatever need arises, He'll enable willing hands,

And as we serve wholeheartedly, His kingdom will expand.
Wherever He would send us, we are sure He’s gone ahead,
And we can serve with joy because we know that He has led.
Whenever we are called upon to meet another’s need -

At midnight or the break of day, He’'ll help us to succeed.
Why do we choose this life of service? Not for recognition.
Our ministry for Christ should never be a competition.

And not because the fear of man influences our hearts,

And not by force of habit, or the need to do our part.

We serve to be like Jesus, and to be His arms extended,
That all the world be drawn to Him as Father’s heart intended.

--Liz Kimmel



Nothing Can Separate Us

(Editor's note: Kevin Berry has blessed BCF with his spoken presentation of his rap “Nothing Can Separate Us,”
and we are pleased to present it here in written form. We trust that it will encourage your confidence
in the faithful ministry of God's love, as you put Him in His place in your ministry.)

Hook/Chorus (2 times):

This world tryna come so hard an' so reckless
nothing that can separate us, not even demons
believers out there stay strong through every season
‘cause we still gotta fight hard for Christ.

Verse 1:
This world tryna come so hard an' so reckless
but we’re staying strong with the One who is righteous
yes, we on a battlefield hard against darkness
we still standing firm, still even though this place is heartless
yes, we not put to shame, one day with Him we will reign
is nothing that can take us, that can break us,
that can separate us from the love of Christ
believers stay strong in this fight
‘cause we gotta continue an’ press in an’ cling to the light
so here | go, | spit my flow [say my words] an' as | preach an' as | teach
even though we go through trouble, Christ will merk [destroy] the devils army,
just focus on the promise that we have for eternity
‘cause when we up in heaven we go with Him in glory.

Chorus (2 times)

Verse 2:

Yeah, you can hate us, but you can’'t separate us
y'all g'on 'head an' tryna argue with us, tryna debate us
press in, believers, yeah, people mock us
there’s no way that they can drop us
even though they tryna stop us
have no fear cause the day is coming near
men, we gotta stay strong, men we gotta persevere
life is so hard and stress, it doesn’t seem fair
but we got the new life of Christ
believers, yeah, we gotta bear
rejoice in your suffer[ing]; He’s the Author and Finisher
why? 'cause we focus on Him as our Perfecter
‘cause this life that we going through is not in vain
like Paul said, for me to live the life of Christ and to die is gain.

Chorus (2 times)

Verse 3:

Fight the good fight of faith; we should walk an' not faint
‘cause see, believers, one day this whole world will evaporate
stand like soldiers
we trusting in the Father
devil, you’s a liar - you go be burned in fire
see every suffering], trials on this earth will vanish
we trusting in the promise that we have that never banish
an' it's only by the grace of God that we stand tall
but if we stand on the love of Christ, we never will fall.

Chorus (2 times)

--Kevin Berry



Love God, Love Others

Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, soul, mind, and strength. Love
your neighbor as yourself. Mark 12: 30-31

The scripture above (in abbreviated form) is our theme this
year as we align with and go deep into the recent sermon
series on God’s Ten(der) Commandments, seeking to
experience God's heart for His children.

Deuteronomy 6:7-9 instructs us to teach these command-
ments to our children—to talk about them at home, when
we walk along the road, when we rise each day, and when
we go to bed. We are reminded to be careful that we don’t
forget the Lord and to remember that He brought us out of
bondage (Deuteronomy 6:12).

Yet, we often do forget. Our lives get busy. We have
school, activities, friends, video games, and other media
that attract our attention and tug us away from putting God
first. Or we can become so “devout” that we forget the
heart of God and become pious and self-important and can
get busy doing good deeds without being truly Spirit led.
We need to read with caution about the religious leaders
of Jesus’ time who knew the Law, but not the heart of God
(Mark 12).

On a recent Sunday, Kingdom Kids learned about
Jewish phylacteries. These were small leather boxes that
contained verses, including a version of the one above
(Deuteronomy 6: 5). Observant Jewish men tied them on
their forearms and foreheads and wore them as they
prayed. Moses, however, instructed us in Deuteronomy
6:6 that these commandments must be in our hearts .

Our desire in Kingdom Kids this year is to partner with
parents and the body of Christ to help children learn more
about God’s good plan for His children and equip them to
have tender hearts for God. As a loving Father, He gives
us rules for our good, so that we may enjoy long life.
(Deuteronomy 6:2). Ultimately, it is His desire that we not
only live well on earth, but also enjoy eternal life (John
3:16).

Please pray for our Kingdom Kids ministry this year.
Ask God to help each child put God first in their hearts

and to be equipped with the words and wisdom to pass this

invitation along to their friends and family and eventually to
future generations.

We invite you to do the same!
--Carole Pankow
Kingdom Kids Teacher

“God Is Now in His Rightful Place”

At the beginning of this summer, | was entirely convinced
that | wanted to be a ballet dancer. | put so much time into
dancing. Even when classes ended for the summer, | made
myself dance every day because it was so important to
me—maybe too important.

For five weeks | went to a dance camp in Massachusetts
because | wanted to improve; | hoped to get into their
dance boarding school year-round. Once | got there, |
worked harder than | ever had before, but | wasn'’t really
happy. | wasn’t sure why. Looking back, it probably had
something to do with the spiritually dark environment at
the camp and the fact that God wasn'’t in His place in my
life or at the camp in general. But | didn’t know that then.

During this time, | prayed about these things and came

to the conclusion that | wasn’'t happy because | was
making everything about me: what | looked like when |
was dancing, what other people thought of me, how my
dancing compared to the dancing of others. | put my focus
on myself when | should have put it on God.

After | came back to St. Paul, | continued dancing five

or six days a week as a hobby. (That’s a lot of time and
money to put into a hobby, isn’t it?) It felt like my passion
for dance was becoming less and less every day. Surpris-
ingly, on the last day of dance before break, | danced my
best class in a long time. Afterward, | was just beaming.

At youth group a week or so later, | felt God saying that |
was supposed to stop dancing. The funny thing is that it
wasn't hard for me to give up dancing. To be honest, the
biggest worry for me was how my friends and relatives
were going to take it.

I'm glad that | stopped dance on a high note, and | feel like
God is now in His rightful place in my life. I'm not sad that

dance isn't what God has called me to because | know that
my life is in His hands. He has a plan for me, and | can'’t

wait to see it unfold.
~
e e—Ce

--Julia Watson



If Walls Could Talk

(Editor's note: BCF's Cary Kimmel, a local missionary who
gives oversight to the prayer ministry at Trinity Works (TW),
wrote the following article as an encouragement to those
who are part of TW's 24/7 Prayer Wall, a group of people
who provide non-stop prayer covering for many ministries,
churches, and pastors in the Twin Cities and beyond. We
believe that the insights Cary shares below are especially
pertinent to the theme of this LIFEline issue: Putting God

in His Place in Our Ministry.)

As | was waiting and listening for God's voice this week, |
was reminded of the old expression “if walls could talk.”
This phrase implies, first of all, that the walls of a room are
witness to something hidden from those who are outside
the room. Second, it implies listening. That's what | believe
God is highlighting to us this week. The sequence is: listen,
then talk.

This goes for effective prayer as well. To listen in prayer is
not primarily natural listening. It is hearing with our spirit
and receiving revelation from God. We can do this because
we have been born again—literally, born from above.
Scripture shows us examples of this spiritual truth.

Itis in our new nature as God's true sons and daughters
that we are to hear and speak. We hear the testimony in
our spirit and receive our true identity, legitimacy, and
authority from the Holy Spirit. As Romans 8:16 says: “The
Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of
God” (New American Standard Bible). Spirit to spirit, we
know who we are. We finally have in us the answer to the
guestion “Who's your daddy?”

What does the Father have for us? How can we know?
Let's look at Scripture again:

However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no hear
has heard, no mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love him™--but God has
revealed it to us by his Spirit.

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things
of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of
a man except the man's spirit within him? In the
same way no one knows the thoughts of God except
the Spirit of God. We have not received the spirit of
the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we
may understand what God has freely given us. This
is what we speak, not in words taught us by human
wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit
expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. The
man without the Spirit does not accept the things
that come from the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him, and he cannot accept the things
that come from the Spirit of God, for they are

foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them,
because they are spiritually discerned.

--1 Corinthians 2:9-14,(emphasis mine)

This is the setting in which we listen. The Prayer Wall is a
wall of “living stones” with spiritual ears and eyes, a wall
that God is assembling in our midst. This is the school of
prayer overlaid with the school of prophecy, where we
learn to listen together and talk together “in words taught
by the [Holy] Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:13).

Picture this. In an old-style telephone,

we speak into the mic, and the signal

is transmitted and reassembled in the
receiver. Our human ear has an eardrum
or diaphragm. Our spiritual ear is to be the
receiving diaphragm that reverberates in
us when the Holy Spirit speaks into it from
heaven. This is a good picture of how the
Prayer Wall should function. God speaks
and we listen. (It helps if we stop talking.)
Next, we receive from God. Then we can
agree with God and speak truth to each other. As God
says:

L

Then those who feared the LORD spoke [talked] to
one another, and the LORD gave attention and heard
it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him
for those who fear the LORD and esteem His name.

--Malachi 3:16, New American Standard Bible

Walls can talk! God listens. God answers! Therefore, let us
first of all cultivate waiting and listening to God's voice.
(Please pray for us, His bride, to get this.) His voice may
come in words, pictures, songs, or scripture thoughts, but
often He just holds the “phone” to His heart and waits for
us to quiet down and listen.

Father, help us to be still and know You. Good Shepherd,
teach us, Your bride, to hear and receive the full dimen-
sions of Your voice—that with a heart posture of yes, we
can agree together with you and each other, so that Your
will is done on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

--Cary Kimmel
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Putting God First...

What is life? As we men ponder this question, we have all
come to the same conclusion. Living in this world, at one
time or another, we have all defined what we are as a
result of what we do: where we work, who we marry,

the hobbies we engage... The list goes on and on. As
followers of Christ, the categories may change, but the
same temptation is very real. What’s my ministerial calling?
What are my spiritual gifts? What is my family life
supposed to resemble?

As we explore answers to these questions, we all too often
take the world’s wide-road approach of selfish ambition as
a means to discovery. In Proverbs 3:5-6, Solomon tells us
to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and
He will make your paths straight.” | must admit that in my
life, this scripture is easier read than done; | can’t do it in
my own strength, and | no longer want to even try.

What's the remedy? Surrender and intimacy with Jesus!
As we live lives of repentance and surrender to Christ, we
gain revelation that it is no longer about us. Jesus modeled
this perfectly in the Garden of Gethsemane. Intimacy and
surrender to the Father strengthened Jesus to embrace
and obey His Father’s will. Like Jesus, | am finding the
Father’s will for ministry and my family to contrast every-
thing | would find comfortable.

Furthermore, if Jesus needed to spend time with His
Father to have direction and strength for His purposes, so
must we as men. Mark 3:33-35 records the story in which
Jesus asked, “Who are my mother and brothers?”... Then
he looked at those seated in a circle around Him and said,
“Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does
God’'s will is my brother and sister and mother.” In a
culture that screams for us to take charge, God is calling
His own to carry out their Father’s will, only after individual-
ly and corporately sitting at His feet, with Jesus being at the
center of their lives.

This posture of waiting upon the Lord for strengthening
and instruction is contrary to our human impulse.

However, there can be grave consequences for running
ahead of God. Consider the Israelites in 1 Samuel 4.

The Scripture says, “The Israelites went out to fight against
the Philistines.” Nowhere are the Israelites commanded by
God to forge ahead into battle. As a result, Israel was
defeated and lost four thousand soldiers.

In response, the elders asked, “Why did the Lord bring
defeat upon us today before the Philistines? Let us bring
the ark of the Lord’s covenant from Shiloh, so that it may
go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies.”
The results were even more disastrous for God's people.
They lost an additional thirty thousand soldiers and the ark
of the covenant of the Lord!

As men called to lead in our families and e
ministries, it is crucial to hear the direction -'f:-‘.:‘}.{;l
of the Lord first, as opposed to leading ¥ ’
impulsively. Over the last few months, s _._._}/'
God has been challenging me to examine g '
the motives of my actions at home and in 1'._"_____ e
ministry outside the home. Like Israel, | ’

have exhibited a religious spirit in which | claimed the Word
of God and His covenant promises as a means to move
forward in my agendas, rather than being led into God’s
agendas. Our impulsive decisions will lead us astray and
harm those we are called to reach.

Our impulsive decisions can also hinder the work of
preparation that God desires to finish in our lives to prepare
us for the things He desires to accomplish through us. This
becomes increasingly difficult when things are monotonous
or seem to grow from bad to worse.

Consider the life of Joseph, who received powerful visions
from the Lord. Joseph was betrayed by his own family and
sold into slavery in Egypt. He was wrongly accused of
seducing his master’s wife and ended up in a prison. While
he was there, the Lord helped him interpret the dream of a
fellow inmate, Pharaoh’s cupbearer (Genesis 40). By all
appearances, the cupbearer was Joseph’s one-way ticket
out of years in prison. Yet, the cupbearer was released,
and Joseph remained incarcerated.

God’s appointed time for Joseph’s release from prison
came two years later, when Pharaoh himself had a trouble-
some dream. Joseph'’s bitter disappointments and the
fulfillment of God’s interpretation for the cupbearer brought
about a marvelous promotion in God’s timing. God had
Joseph interpret Pharaoh’s dream, and as a result, Joseph
found himself second in command in Egypt, used of the
Lord to provide food for the entire world.

What would have happened if God had released Joseph
from prison prior to Pharaoh’s troubling dream? As God’s
men, let us wait patiently on the Lord, full of faith, refusing
to compromise the work of God in our lives, families, and
ministries for the sake of earthly comfort. As we wait upon
God, He will give us everything we need to carry out His
purposes in every area of our lives.

--Marc Durkin
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From the Back Row

Something strange happened while | was sitting in the
back row of the church one day.

“Pray tell?” you ask.
A miracle.

| realized that the miracle is YOU, all the fascinating and
compelling people at Bethel Christian Fellowship! I'm not
sure why | didn’t notice you before; | guess | was just
minding my own business. You were there the whole time
(maybe the miracle was the recovery of my sight)!

How could this happen? How was | so blind to the interest-
ing people seated around me? | don’t know, but thank God,
I’'m changing!

First, | started where | was planted: the back row. | was
surrounded by cute small children, people who come in
late (like me), shy people, outgoing folks, people who don’t
want to walk to the front, newcomers, families, twenty-year
veterans, everyone! Perhaps cultivating curiosity played a
role in noticing those next to me.

Next, | deliberately moved outside my comfort zone and
spoke to a few of you. As you have no doubt noticed, we at
Bethel are from many different walks of life. | had to move
past my feelings of awkwardness around “strangers.” This

was not an easy task, considering my naturally shy nature!

| began to (attempt to) communicate. This included asking
guestions and actually listening. There’s a concept! | would
much rather have others listen to me while | pontificate, an
action that is a recipe for communication disaster. Talking
too much is my problem. | discovered that you are very
enlightening (note to self: avoid invasive questions in social
settings).

Because we are different, | often get lost in the meaning
of your words. Therefore, | must make a special effort to
understand you by asking clarifying questions. | try to
maintain a posture of friendliness because, hopefully,
everyone understands the language of being friendly.

It's better when | keep in mind my personal mission: to be
a force for healing in my sphere of influence. When | forget,
| get sidetracked, and | am easily distracted. | lose sight of
what’s important to God.

Can the Holy Spirit actually work from the back row of the
church when all of the action seems to be happening up
front? | would like to think so. From the back row, my eyes
were opened to the obvious: you are all interesting and
noteworthy people! Who wouldn’t want to get to know
people like that?

--Dave Gilbert
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God Calls You Ezer

If we wish to put God first in ministry, it is important to
understand what God created us to do. As I've reflected

on what the “Year of Return” might mean, | have been
captivated by the idea of God, through Christ, restoring that
which was lost in Eden—returning to God’s intention when
He created the earth, especially His intention regarding the
community of Christ followers. What was God’s intent
when He made the first humans and, in particular, the

first woman? And what does His original intent mean for
women today?

The first chapter of the Book of Beginnings (Genesis)

presents the big-picture view of God'’s intention for humans

in creation:
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our
image, according to our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God
created humankind in his image, in the image of
God he created them; male and female he created
them. Genesis1:26-27, New Revised Standard
Version

In Genesis 2, which presents the details of the creation,
we learn that God made a human being. God, who is one
(Deut. 6:4), is also community (Gen. 1:26). Since it was
God’s intention to create this new being in His image, it
soon became clear that it wasn’t good for the first human
to be alone—without community.

So God set out to change that, saying, “I will make him

a helper as his partner [in Hebrew, an ezer kenegdo]
(Genesis 2:18, NRSV). God removed a rib from the side
of the first man and formed a woman. Now the first human
reflects the image of God in that the "one" is now a
"community,” and yet, like God, is still one because they
are formed of the same substance. They are human.

Ezer comes from two root words meaning “to rescue”

and “strength.” It is used twenty-one times in the Old
Testament—sixteen times for God (including Exodus 18:4,
Deuteronomy 33:26, and Psalm 121:1-2), three times for
military help (Isaiah 30:5, Ezekiel 12:14, and Daniel 11:4),
and two times for the woman (Genesis 2:18, 20).

When used in the three examples of military help, ezer

is what the military does or brings. When used in the
examples of God and the woman, ezer is used as a
moniker or name that identifies one who has the power
and resources to rescue. When God is revealed as Ezer,
He is seen as an agent of rescue, both provisionally and
militarily; He rescues Israel from her foes. The woman's
identity as ezer shows that she was not created to bring
strength, help, and rescue; she, like God, is strength, help,
and rescue. Strength and rescue is in her DNA.

Kenegedo means that the woman’s strength is comparable
to the man’s; she is “face to face” with him, comparable to
him, his equal. God created woman to work alongside man
to rescue and steward creation. Ezer kenegdo implies that
women have strength and are meant to rescue and to be
change agents, just like God. What ways is ezer supposed
to use her strength to rescue the earth? In what ways has
God called and used women to be stewards and rescuers
in the world?

Scripture identifies women who were called by God to
every conceivable work, including positions of leadership.
Miriam literally rescued Moses and later became a
prophet and leader in Israel, alongside Moses and
Aaron.
Deborah was a prophet and civic leader who went into
battle with Barak.
Huldah was a prophet who, when the scrolls of the Law
were found, was able to read and interpret them. This
led Israel to return to the Lord.
Abigail, risking her husband's wrath, rescued her
household when David was about to attack them.
Esther risked her life to rescue her people from
genocide.
Priscilla interpreted and taught Scripture. She and her
husband, Aquila, hosted a house church and risked
their lives for Paul.
Junia was an apostle and was imprisoned with Paul.
Phoebe was a deacon and patron for many (a patron
was one who gave legal advice and provided help
financially and in other ways to clients).
Tryphena and Tryphosa worked hard in the Lord in the
church (Paul describes his own ministry in this way).
Euodia and Syntyche were women who were Paul’'s
co-workers in the gospel.
“The lady chosen by God...” was a leader of a house
church (2 John 1).
Lydia, a successful businesswoman, opened her home
for the apostle Paul and the new church in Philippi.
Tabitha used her means to help the poor.
Philip's daughters were prophets.
The Samaritan woman evangelized her village and
literally brought the people there to Jesus.
Many women traveled with Jesus and, as His patrons,
supported His ministry out of their own means
(Luke 8:2-3).

These women employed all their talents—wisdom, money,
resources, courage, and more—in the circumstances they
encountered in their lives. All these women, whether
married or single, were God's agents of change in the
world.

And God has also ministered through modern-day ezers:

Pandita Ramabai (1858-1922), a high-caste Brahmin
Hindu who became a Christian, established the Mukti
Mission, a home for widows. It is still active today and
provides housing, education, medical care, and vocational

Continued on page 19



Secrets of a “Back-Row “Minister

I've got a secret. Actually, | have two secrets, and | am
about to tell on myself.

| am an introvert with the gift of hospitality. My friends are
shocked. They believe | am an extrovert, and | have given
up trying to persuade them otherwise. The bottom line for
this particular blend is that | get to honor and serve God
quietly, yet robustly, using His gifts succinctly. More than
anything, | desire to have a heart like David. | want to put
God in His place. Oftentimes, | fail; yet | trust that He uses
me successfully.

Secret #1:

My e-mail address is trustinHim247@hotmailcom. Each
day, | quietly try to plant a seed or encourage a believer. |
especially love the hotmail entity for this message! Itis a
nuance, but I believe God uses it: God’s truth — with sizzle!

Secret #2:

As an introvert at social events, | gravitate toward the wall-
flowers. At church, | make a deliberate choice to sit next to
someone | do not know, or | sit in the back rows of the
church. | refer to this behavior as my “back-row” ministry.

| believe that when visitors attend our service without an
invitation by a member, they often sit in the back rows so
they can observe the service rather than participate in it.
Also, | have pondered the reasons they visit a new church:
there are wounds to heal, a void to fill, a God-inspired lark,
a new city, a new job. Whatever the reason, they are
sitting in a new church with new surroundings, and they
must be a little lonely or uncomfortable.

Whether sitting in the back row or sitting by a BCF member
I have not yet met, the first thing | do is to ask permission
to sit next to them. | shake their hand and quietly say, “May
| worship with you?” If they agree, | say, “Thank you.”

Once that mission is accomplished, my sole desire is to
have them experience God’s love. | want the Holy Spirit
to work mightily in their hearts, so | immediately start
intercessory prayer. | believe the mission of this back-row
ministry is asking the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts and
to feed us abundantly.

Admittedly, the BCF worship style and preaching already
work mightily in this congregation, so this little ministry
of mine may just be the frosting on the cake. For me, it
has always been a win-win ministry. Either | get to meet
another member, or | get to encourage a visitor. You
cannot out-give the Giver. He wins every timel

When the service if over, | turn, shake hands with the
people around me, and thank them for sitting with me. | tell
them how much | enjoyed worshiping with them. If they are
visitors, | invite them back: “Please come back to worship
again. | loved having you here.” The best part is | did love
having them worship with me.

Because we at BCF are a House of Prayer for All Nations, |
find this ministry particularly applicable. | have participated
in my little ministry for over ten years while worshiping with
my previous faith family, but | have never felt so honored,
so right with it, as | feel at Bethel Christian Fellowship.

Have you got a secret?

--Chloe Akina

God Calls You Ezer continued from page 18

training for many needy people. Ramabai opened schools,
ran hostels, developed numerous industrial training centers
and working units. The first woman Bible translator, she
learned Hebrew and Greek solely for the purpose of
translating the Bible into Marathi, the common language

of her people.

Sojourner Truth (1797-1883) was a traveling preacher,
active in the abolitionist movement, woman’s suffrage,
and prison reform.

Katharine Bushnell (1856-1946) was a physician and
Hebrew and Greek scholar. She was instrumental in
closing down brothels in India (they had been established
for the British military) and in Wisconson lumber camps.

Catherine Booth (1829-1890) and her husband, William
(1829-1912), together established the Christian Mission
(which later became the Salvation Army) in England. In
1860, Catherine “felt a strange compulsion that she
must rise and speak” during chapel. Her sermon was so
powerful that her husband (who was opposed to women

preachers) changed his mind. She soon had a reputation
for being an outstanding speaker and took a leading role in
the revival services held in the docklands.

Catherine began to organize “food-for-the-million” shops
where the poor could buy hot soup and a three-course
dinner for sixpence. On special occasions such as
Christmas Day, she would cook over three hundred
dinners to be distributed to the poor of London. Along with
preaching the gospel, she and her husband campaigned
for better wages and working conditions. Their eight
children carried on their legacy.

Dear sisters, God calls you Ezer. He has given you gifts,
talents, and strength with which to rescue this fallen

world. Like the women who have gone before us, we are
empowered by God to use what God has given us to press
God'’s mission forward. You can, by the power of God,
change the world. This is your calling. This is your destiny.

--Liz Beyer



Do You Trust Me?

(Editor's note: The following article by BCF's Matt Carlquist
tells how he learned to put God in His place in ministry in
his work with Tearfund, a Christian relief and development
organization, in Goma, Demaocratic Republic of Congo.)

Earlier this year, our water, sanitation, and public-health
promotion project in rural Nyanzale, DR Congo (pop.
43,000) was late and over budget. We were stressed
and starting to question if the million-dollar gravity-water
system was ever going to work or if it somehow had a
major design or construction flaw.

Trips to our project community filled me with shame as we
would enter the community feeling as though we had failed
them. Why wouldn’t the water reach the reservoirs? What
would we do if it turned out to be physically impossible? In
the midst of this despair and during late-night questions to
God, His consistent response for much of the first half of
2011 was: Do you trust Me?

At the same time, we were facing these problems in
Nyanzale, we were encountering insecurity in our new
project area. June set a record for our team as, two
weeks apart, two of our vehicles were ambushed by
unidentified, armed men (no one was injured, thank God).
As the security situation deteriorated, we wondered if we
had made a mistake in selecting areas for intervention.
Did we hear You correctly, Lord? Again, His response
was: Do you trust Me?

In our attempt to achieve “Professional Excellence with
Spiritual Passion,” our organization, Tearfund, is big on
learning reviews to see what lessons can be learned

from both our joys and our challenges. We are asked to
replicate what went well and improve in the areas that
didn’t. As we look back on what happened here in Congo
in 2011, we learned three truths (the hard way!)

God is faithful and trustworthy, especially when th e
situation appears hopeless.

Our funding was gone in February, and we still didn’t have
water in the last kilometer of pipe, let alone the reservoir
tanks overlooking the town. Not only did we not have any
more money, but the project showed no sign of completion
until the water issue could be solved. Each week that
went by without water meant we were going further and
further in the red.

The gravity of the situation weighed heavily on us all. Our
team morale was at an all-time low, while our stress levels
were at an all-time high. Over and over, we kept asking
God for help. And over and over, God wasn't silent, even
though circumstances seemed to say He was. He kept
replying, Do you trust Me?

In May, we received an unexpected e-mail from headquar-
ters. A funding appeal for Congo three years ago had
raised money for a dozen aid organizations, and they had
just discovered an unexpected surplus at the very end.

MATT’S TEAM IN NORTH KIVU AT THEIR ANNUAL SPIRITUAL RETREAT IN
OCTOBER. MATT IS IN THE LOWER LEFT CORNER OF THE PICTURE.

Would Tearfund be able to ensure that we could spend the
remaining funds by the end of the month?! The timing,
circumstances, and sufficient funds to more than cover
our overspend could only have been a miracle straight
from God. There is no other explanation for why we were
selected out of a dozen different organizations.

God wants the glory.

When we first went to Nyanzale, the community leaders
told us that many aid organizations had come and
promised water, but they either never came back or

failed to raise the necessary funds. After piecing together
finances from half-a-dozen sources, we mobilized and
brought in semitrailers of pipes and fittings from Kenya.
While | don'’t think we came across as cocky, | do think we
didn’t measure up to the level of humility God calls us to
exhibit.

However, any prideful attitude we had at the beginning
was long gone as the water later failed to reach the
reservoirs. Even the armed bandits we occasionally
encountered en route to the water source chided us,
“Don’t go using us as an excuse for why you haven’t
gotten water yet!” We were broken, and the months of
troubleshooting had brought us to our knees.

Over time, God'’s intervention through our troubleshooting
yielded fruit in instalments. PVC pipe joints had to be
repaired, faulty washouts and air valves compromised the
water pressure, and even banana roots had clogged the
pipe near the source.

When the water finally arrived at the tanks in August,

we couldn’t believe it! We had been praying and trouble-
shooting so long, and our project manager hadn’'t had a
good night’s sleep in months. By this stage, the communi-
ty knew it wasn't Tearfund that brought the water; we had
failed. It was all God, and there was no chance that we
could steal His glory.

Continued on page 21
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Do You Trust Me? continued from page 20

God wants us wholly dependent on Him so that we're
prepared for the future.

As a result of our failure and God’s success in Nyanzale,
the attitude of our team now is that there isn’t anything we
can’t do with His help. “[We] can do all things through him
who gives [us] strength” (Philippians 4:13). Confidence like
this can only come from the first-hand experience of God’s
power and grace.

We recently learned that we've been selected to receive
the largest institutional grant in Tearfund’s history to
implement a three-year water, sanitation, public-health

promotion, and HIV-and-sexual/gender-based violence
project here in North Kivu. The size of the project and the
logistical challenges are daunting, but we have peace and
confidence from God. He would not give us an opportunity
like this without equipping us with the human and material
resources we’ll need.

If we hadn’t been brought to our knees in Nyanzale, we
wouldn’t be as confident or ready to tackle this challenge.
Once again, we hear God ask, Do you trust Me?

And we say, Yes, Lord!

--Matt Carlquist



Advent: the Coming of the Savior

Having grown up in a home with a German mother, the
advent season has always had tremendous meaning for
me. Advent is a major event, or series of events, in the
German culture. It is the time when people begin to think
of gifts for each other, when Christmas cookies are baked,
when family gatherings are planned, when cards are
written and sent, when open-air markets are held with
bratwurst and gliihwein, bell choirs, and Christmas music.
My mind is filled with warm memories of advent.

Advent is important in many cultures and many churches.
It signals the beginning of the ecclesiastical year. The
word advent comes from the Latin word adventus,
meaning “coming.” It foreshadows the coming of Jesus
as our Savior and the Second Coming of Jesus as Lord
and King. In the Roman Catholic tradition, the services of
advent traditionally focus on the Old Testament figures
and on the events prior to Jesus’ birth. Jesus is rarely
mentioned, as is appropriate for the time before He came.
This also serves to showcase the spiritual darkness of the
world before the Light of the world was born, the world
looking forward to the coming (advent) of the Savior.

A number of customs from all over the world are used to
celebrate advent. Each nation with a Christian background
has its own—Sweden has Saint Lucia's Day, Italy has

its créches, Latin America has the Novena del Nifio (a
nine-day series of prayer and carol-singing times before
the empty manger), and Austria has the custom of
Josephstragen—-“carrying St. Joseph”—in which a statue
of St. Joseph is carried by a group of boys to each other’s
homes, ending in a procession by all the children to the
church. In many places, a Jesse tree is used to remind the
family of the Bible story, from Creation to Jesus’ birth.

Jesse trees first started in medieval times as a way to
teach the story of the Bible. A Jesse tree is a depiction

of a tree upon which is hung symbols of important events
in the Bible or symbols representing people in Jesus’
genealogy. The name comes from Isaiah 11:1-4, “A shoot
will come up from the stump of Jesse...” The original Jesse
trees were large carvings, tapestries, or even stained glass
windows. Many people today use their Christmas tree or
some other smaller object, such as a banner in the shape
of a tree. Each day through advent, a special decoration
or ornament that tells a Bible story is hung on it.

Another common advent custom is the advent calendar.
This may take many forms, but it generally consists of a
countdown from December 1 to December 25. Many
advent calendars are made of paper and consist of a
picture with twenty-five cutouts to open, one per day, with
a picture from the Christmas story behind each cutout. In
Germany, these most often have chocolates behind the
little door for the children. Our advent calendar is a series
of matchboxes wrapped in felt, with Christmas symbols on

them and attached to a ribbon. When we had four children
at home, finding treats that were small enough to fit in a
matchbox was quite a challenge!

The Advent Wreath

One of the most common symbols of advent, and therefore
the one most familiar to us all, is the advent wreath. Many
churches have advent wreaths at the front of the sanctuary
and light one candle each Sunday during advent.

The advent wreath has its beginning in pre-Christian
European paganism, as do many of our Christian customs.
Evergreens and fire were used to remind people in the
midst of a cold, dark winter that life goes on and that
summer’s heat would return. They served as a symbol of
rebirth of life and fertility—and the hopes of a good harvest
and full stomachs the next year. Christian church planters,
like missionaries throughout the ages, took what was
appropriate from the symbols that were already important
in the culture and reassigned Christian symbolism to them.

Advent wreaths have a lot of symbolism. The wreath itself,
a circle made of evergreen boughs, is a symbol of eternity
and of everlasting life. As a circle, it also brings to mind
the crown that Jesus wears as the King, as well as the
fulfillment of time that His birth and Second Coming are

to the promises of prophecy.

Four candles are placed equidistant from each other on
the wreath, with another candle placed in the center.
These candles traditionally consist of three purple candles,
one rose or pink candle, and one white candle. They
symbolize, in general, the Light of the world and the light
of the gospel. In particular, each candle represents an
aspect of spiritual preparation for the coming of the
Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.

A variety of traditions assign meaning to the four candles
on the wreath, signifying important aspects of the
Christmas story. One tradition holds that the first purple
candle represents the prophets and their promise of Jesus.
It is called the prophecy candle and celebrates the hope
or expectancy of the coming Messiah. The second purple
candle represents love and is often called the Bethlehem
candle, symbolizing Christ’'s manger. Next is the rose-
colored candle, called the shepherd’s candle, and it
represents joy. The last, another purple candle, is called
the angel’s candle and represents peace.

All agree that the fifth candle, the one in the center, is the
Christ candle, signifying the birth of Jesus. Each advent
Sunday, another candle is lit until all of them are alight on
the fourth advent Sunday. The Christ candle is lit on
Christmas Eve or on Christmas morning to signify that the
Christ has come.

The advent wreath gives us an opportunity to remind



ourselves of the events leading up to the birth of Jesus.
Like the Jesse tree and the advent calendar, it provides a
teaching tool to help us and our children remember the
need for and the arrival of the Savior. When these tools
were created, most people were illiterate and needed
tangible reminders of God’s eternal truths. Today, in a
world where many are biblically illiterate, they remain
beautiful and meaningful ways to remind ourselves and
our families and friends of our need for a savior and God’'s
love in providing One.

| grew up in a non-Christian family that didn’t have
Christian traditions; we just sang carols, ate Christmas
cookies, and lit the advent wreath! Steve and | had the
opportunity to establish our own traditions, and we use the
time to sing a couple carols, light the candles, and read
Scripture as a family. This is often the only time we find to
sit down together during a busy season and remember

Jesus’ birth and the true meaning of the Christmas season.

We light the fifth candle on Christmas day as we gather to
open presents. We celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Light
of the world, as we celebrate our love for each other in the
giving and receiving of presents. The glow of the candles
is a warm reminder of God’s love for us as He gave His
only begotten Son for our salvation.

As the advent season approaches this year, consider
making some of these advent customs a part of your life.
They offer us the opportunity not only to teach our children
about the Christmas story, but also to take some time to
remember the real reason we celebrate Christmas. It's a
very busy time of the year, so take time to light a candle,
sing a carol, read some Scripture, hang an ornament on
the Jesse tree, and let the meaning of Jesus’ coming sink
into your heart once again.

--Sharon Willson

Websites used for research:
http://christianity.about.com/od/christmas/qgt/adventwreath.htm
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/Advent.html
http://www.whychristmas.com
http://www.holytrinitygerman.org/adventcustoms.html

Cookies and the Meaning of
Christmas CD

{Editor's note: Last month, Liz Kimmel, who serves
as BCF's pastoral assistant and also the layout
designer and printer of the BCF LIFEline, invited
members of the BCF family to share what they
have found to be effective in sharing the gospel
during the Christmas season. We received the
following testimony from Peg Gaitan.)

Two years ago, our family did a Christmas
outreach to the neighbors in our suburb. We live
in an area full of many people who have much of
what they desire; they are generally unaware that
they need God, so this can be a tough area to
evangelize. We baked a variety of cookies,
arranged them on

plates, and tied them up

with ribbon. Then we

purchased about fifty

Meaning of Christmas

CD's from Trinity Works

and included the CDs

with the gifts from our

kitchen.

The kids and | canvassed the neighborhood,
knocking on doors and greeting many neighbors
we had not even yet met. At each open door, we
offered to pray a blessing over the household. We
kept it brief unless we sensed deeper need. Some
accepted the blessing, and many did not. We did,
however, pray as we walked the streets, convinced
that anything we spoke in the name of Jesus would *
be instrumental to oppose darkness and open the
heavens over the area where we live.

In one instance, we had the opportunity to pray
with a woman known for her struggle with alcohol.
In our suburban neighborhood, she had often been
the subject of gossip. God gave us an open door to *
give her a gift that included music, the gospel, and
cookies. She allowed us to pray over her home.
| later made a few attempts to follow up with her,
and though she was not interested in meeting
again, we knew that we were likely among those
God will use along the way to capture her heart
for Jesus.

--Peg Gaitan



“I Like to Help You!”

What does it mean to put God in His place in our ministry? In
the past six months, God has used my granddaughter Kana,
who just turned seven on November 14, to illustrate this with
two very simple life experiences.

The first of these experiences happened one day in early
summer, shortly after | began mowing the lawn with my reel
mower. Kana had been playing in the yard, but when she
saw what | was doing, she excitedly ran up to me and
proudly announced, “I help you!” Remembering how much |
had wanted to push my dad's reel mower when | was a boy
(when I did, | realized it wasn't as easy as it looked!), | let
Kana place her hands alongside mine on the handle of the
mower. Then, we began pushing the mower together.

As you might guess, this joint venture didn't work so well.
The handle of the mower was higher than Kana's hands
could comfortably reach, and | found it difficult to bring her
valiant efforts at pushing the mower into unity with mine.
The progress we made at cutting grass together was not
nearly as great as it was before Kana came to help me.
Our mowing partnership lasted only a few minutes.

Last month, as | was pulling up the garden | had in Kana's
backyard, she once again came running to me with her
excited “I help you!” | was picking all my tomatoes, including
green ones that have since been ripening in my basement.
Appreciative of her willingness to help, I instructed her to
pick all the tomatoes she could find on the vines. When she
had done this, | gave her the assignment to take the stems
off all the tomatoes that she, her sister Xia Xee, and | had
picked.

Kana immediately began pulling stems, and she diligently
worked at it until she went into the house to take a break
from the cool fall air. However, after a while, she came back
out and finished her job. She pulled the stem off every single
tomato we picked that day, singing a song about Jesus as
she worked. And when she was all done, she joyfully told
me, “I like to help you.!”

These very simple life experiences remind me of two basic
ways | have done ministry for Jesus. Far too often, | have
been a lot like Kana when she wanted to help me mow the

lawn. | have wanted to push God's reel mower with Him
when it was not an assignment He had for me. | remember
the deep frustration | felt in the late 1970s and through 1980
because the ministry He had given me seemed largely
unnoticed. | desired a ministry that would give me public
recognition.

My mind was embroiled in very intense turmoil during that
time, and | often turned to God, seeking confirmation of
His will. In His faithfulness, God answered my prayer in
early 1981 through a Sunday school paper that included a
one-paragraph reference to John Wesley's prayer for the
beginning of a new year:

| am no longer my own, but thine.

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.

Let me be full, let me be empty.

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

| freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and

disposal.

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit,

thou art mine, and | am thine.

So be it.

And the covenant which | have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven.
Amen.

A healing balm flowed into my weary, troubled soul as | read
these words. | was set free to love Jesus, even if | were to
be “laid aside” from any and all ministry. Part of my sinful
self-centeredness died that day (I still have more dying to
do), as God showed me that my significance and success
comes from my relationship of surrender to Him. | began to
joyfully sing as | served Him in the ministry assignments He
had equipped me to do.

| thank God that He has drawn me to Himself, cleansed me
from sin, and given me a place of ministry in His kingdom.
And | desire that you, too, will come to Him and, through
repentance and faith, receive forgiveness of sins, eternal life,
and the joy of trusting, loving, and serving Jesus. You just
might find yourself telling God, “I like to help You!

--Ken Holmgren
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