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2011:  A Year of Return 

The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with our recent sermon series: 
Putting God in His Place ~ this issue will center on our Resources. 

MONTHLY  
THEME: 

Putting God in His Place  
in Our Resources 
 
When the economy took a downward spiral in 2008,  
my heart was both encouraged and challenged by the 
wise counsel of a Christian financial adviser: Look to 
God—not your job—as your source of provision. 
Speaking on a radio broadcast, this adviser referred  
to the tragic loss of jobs that so many people were  
suffering, and he explained that we must trust in God  
as our Source, not in the resources of our jobs. 
 
How easy it is for us to shift our trust from God,             
our Source, to the employment resources He has  
provided for us! We may initially respond to God's good 
gifts with thanksgiving to Him, but our human nature is 
such that we are prone to slip from thanksgiving for our 
workplace income to reliance on it. 
 
This is a very practical example of the challenge of  
putting God in His place in all our resources. What we  

 
 
 
tend to do with our jobs is what we so frequently do with 
the myriad of other resources God has entrusted to 
us—our time, our creative gifts, our  skills and abilities, 
our financial assets, our earthly possessions, the             
people we hold dear. 
 
How often we put these resources in the place that God 
alone deserves! How often we put our trust in them and 
place our affections on them! If we are  honest with  
ourselves, we must admit that much too frequently we 
place the resources God has given us above Him. 
 
This LIFEline issue will direct our thoughts to how we 
can put God in His place in our resources. We pray that 
it will minister truth and life to you. 
 
      
    --Ken Holmgren  
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God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.  
Use them well to serve one another.  1 Peter 4:10 (New Living Translation) 
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pastor’sPPPPAAAAGGGGEEEE 
The Source of Boundless Resources  
(Editor's note: Pastor Duane Hanson, who participates with the 
pastors' prayer group that meets at BCF each Tues morning, has 
ministered at BCF at various times throughout the years.) 

 
I believe that “God Is My Source, and He’s the God of 
Many Resources!” 
 
We have been declaring this saying around our church     
for the last couple decades. It may sound like a cliché to 
some, but I personally believe that there is truth in these 
words! How else would you interpret the verse: ”Oh, how 
inexhaustible are God's resources and God's wisdom and 
God's knowledge!” (Romans 11:33, Weymouth NT)  And 
“He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God 
made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification  
and redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:30, Revised Standard 
Version).  
 
The challenge has been to believe this and declare it           
consistently, regardless of what our circumstances might 
be. Too often we only turn to God as our source when we 
are experiencing some form of lack or deficiency in our 
lives. We have been taught to trust God in every area of life, 
yet we still have a tendency to default and trust in our own 
abilities. Have you ever wondered, when it comes to having 
our daily needs met, why humanity is so quick to look to 
themselves instead of God? If only we could learn to             
honestly trust His Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification, 
and Redemption and depend on Him more than ourselves, 
for our everyday needs! What a difference that could make 
in our individual lives! 
 
First, we must remember that God is the original source of 
life, and He wants us to tap into Him. The prophet Isaiah 
said it plainly and simply: “I am the LORD God. I created 
the heavens like an open tent above. I made the earth and 
everything that grows on it. I am the source of life for all 
who live on this earth, so listen to what I say” (Isaiah 42:5, 
Contemporary English Version). Seriously, have we been 
listening to and believing in what we hear on the evening 
news or what He promised us in His Word? 
 
We must also consider what Paul wrote to the saints in  
Corinth, a very carnal and flesh-ruled bunch of converts. 
“Yet for us there is [only] one God, the Father, Who is the 
Source of all things and for Whom we [have life], and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through and by Whom are all things and 
through and by Whom we [ourselves exist]” (1 Corinthians 
8:6, Amplified Bible). Paul was making the point that we 
must look to God as our source and that He has provided 
many resources. 
 
Yes, I believe that “God Is My Source, and He’s the God 
of Many Resources!” Let me point out one important fact 
about this cliché. When a prefix, such as re- is added to 
another word, it changes the meaning of the original word 

and emphasizes something different. For example, if I were 
going to recharge my car battery, that would imply that it 
was originally fully charged; however, for whatever reason, 
it no longer has the same amount of stored energy and 
needs some help to get back to its original state. Our   
Christian walk is much like that. As Jude 1:20-21 instructs 
us, we need to recharge ourselves by “praying in the Holy 
Ghost” on a regular basis. It will keep our faith built up as it 
keeps us walking in the love of God!  
 
Think about all the words in the English language that have 
the prefix re- added to them, and what that implies. Here is 
a quick list that I just thought up as I was writing this article: 
refill (it was originally filled!); rebuilt (it was originally built!); 
restock (it was originally stocked!); resupplied (it was            
originally supplied!); reclaimed (it was originally claimed!); 
replenish (it was originally plentiful!); renew (it was originally 
new!); and of course, there’s always rebirth (we were              
originally born, and now we must be born again!); and             
re-creation (we were originally created, and now we’re a 
“new creation In Christ!”). I trust that you have caught my 
meaning. 
 
The point I’d like to make is simple: God is the original 
source of all that we need in life! However, because we            
live in a world that is dominated by the law of sin and death, 
we must continually look to our heavenly Father for the            
resources to survive in this hostile environment. No matter 
how difficult the storms of life might be, because we have 
built our “house on the rock” of God’s promises, we can  
rejoice because we know that God has the resource             
available to meet every need! 
 
Let me close with this exhortation from Paul to the church at 
Colosse: ”As you live this new life, we pray that you will be 
strengthened from God's boundless resources, so that you 
will find yourselves able to pass through any experience 
and endure it with courage” (Colossians 1:11, Phillips New 
Testament).  
       
  --Pastor Duane Hanson 
  Established Heart Community Church 
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internationalLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
Life, Inspired 
(Editor's note: One of the creative resources God has given to 
BCF is Amy Watson, who has prepared BCF's theme banner the 
past several years. We believe that you will be blessed by the 
following testimony of God's ministry to her and through her.)  

 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
There are different kinds of service, but the same 
Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the 
same God works all of them in all men.  Now to each 
one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. 
      
  --1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
 
Praise the Lord. 
Praise God in His sanctuary; 
Praise Him in His mighty heavens. 
Praise Him for His act of power; 
Praise Him for His surpassing greatness. 
Praise Him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
Praise Him with the harp and lyre, 
Praise Him with the tambourine and dancing,  
Praise Him with the strings and flute, 
Praise Him with the clash of cymbals,  
Praise Him with resounding cymbals. 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord. 

     --Psalm 150 
 
The above verses resonate deep within my soul. I really 
appreciate that the God of the universe, whom we love and 
worship, would pour into His word acknowledgment and 
validation of all the different kinds of work and the many 
different ways to praise Him. As I am a fiber artist, one of 
the Bible passages that speaks to me the most on this is 
Exodus 26:1. God instructs Moses about the building of the 
tabernacle, saying, “Make the tabernacle with ten curtains 
of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, 
with cherubim worked into them by the work of a skilled 
craftsman.” Here we see God as a designer, working  
hand-in-hand with an artist to make something beautiful! 
 
If you’re a creative person, you may, like me, have been 
asked several times, “What inspires you? Where do you 
get your ideas?” Well, as a shy person and a visual artist, I 
used to not even be able to articulate my thoughts on that. 
Over the years, however, I have formulated an answer that 
is true, vaguely concise, and doesn’t lead into a long          
conversation about my art, a fact that makes me happy. I 
say something like, “So many things inspire me! Patterns, 
fashion, song lyrics, beauty, nature…”  
 
On a really brave day, I might throw in “Bible verses” as 
well, depending on whom I’m talking to, of course.             
Sometimes a verse or a passage will catch my attention.              
I feel inspired, do a little drawing, and that eventually               
becomes a wall hanging, with prayer, of course.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But what if that way is backwards? While all the things I 
mentioned in my pat answer truly inspire me, lately I feel 
the Lord teaching me something new. (I have a thick skull  
and learn slow.) He’s teaching me to seek Him first, to 
breathe into His Spirit, to listen for His heart. I must ask 
Him what He wants me to portray, and I must wait (never 
my best thing) for His answer.   
 
This discovery came quite recently. I had agreed to make a 
banner for the day-care center where the Hirschys are 
working in Southeast Asia, and I had a few ideas. They do 
some teaching of numbers and letters to the older children 
there, so I thought to include the alphabet and the numbers 
0-9. I had started out with some patchwork pieces and 
thought of using them as a border, making also some 
squares with Minnesota scenes to give Moe and Marla a 
little taste of home while they’re away.  
 
But it just wasn’t coming together, and I was at my wits' 
end. What to do? I set it aside and prayed. I asked the 
Lord, “What is it you want me to do here?” He asked me to 
share His heart for them. And then the ideas began flowing! 
I drew out several small sketches that together would tell 
the story of redemption.   
 
God is so good and so faithful; all we need is to ask, to 
press into Him, and to listen. This is true for any walk of life, 
not just the artist’s. No matter what you do, what your job 
is, how you spend your days (changing diapers is a valid 
option!), press into God. Seek His Spirit for your daily path.   
 
He will lead you to live your life, inspired! 
 
       
  --Amy Watkins 
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Giving Glory to God  
Through Artistic Creativity  
 
I am writing to share some thoughts about practical ways  
to offer praise and give glory to God our Father through 
various artistic disciplines. Our God is a supremely creative 
Being. God the Father, working through His Son Jesus, 
created all things (Genesis 1:1, Colossians 1:15-16.) He 
created man in His own image (Genesis 1:26-27). If we are 
created in God’s own image, and part of God’s nature is 
that He is a creative being, didn’t He therefore create us to 
be creative beings as well?   
 
Some artistic creations that people make or take part in are 
meant to be shared with other people, and some are meant 
to be shared with God alone. Both are important and valid 
artistic creations. For example, look at the tabernacle of the 
ancient Israelites. Parts of the tabernacle were visible to all 
the people, some parts only to the Levites, and some parts 
only to the priests. Some portions, the things in the most 
holy place, were seen only by the high priest once a year 
and were otherwise meant for God alone. Notice, however, 
that the level of detail, ornamentation, and craftsmanship 
that went into the articles for the most holy place were just 
as exquisite, if not more so, as the areas that more people 
were able to see.   
 
I bring this up to point out that we don’t always have to  
participate in artistic endeavors for the sake of sharing what 
we’ve created with other people. Maybe you feel shy about 
sharing your artistry with others. Or perhaps you're not so 
shy, but feel like you put too much emphasis on pleasing 
other people in your creative work Try creating something 
just to show your Father in heaven!   
 
Remember the importance of prayer in your creative  
process. God has given each of us various creative gifts. 
He has equipped us to be able to do pretty neat things on 
our own. However, I believe God wants to work in us and 
through us so that when we are creating, we are not just 
doing our own thing, but are given the opportunity to  
become co-laborers with God.  
 
It is possible to receive inspiration and ideas and thoughts 
from God. Amos 4:13 says that God reveals His thoughts 
to man. Going back to the example of the tabernacle, 
where did Moses get the plans for the tabernacle and all  
of its articles? Was it not from his time spent in the very 
presence of God? By God’s gracious gift of His Spirit, we 
are able to have the same mind that Christ has.  
 
I would encourage everyone to pray for this as they are 
doing a creative work. If you don’t feel inspired to pursue a 
creative, artistic endeavor, pray for the inspiration. If you 
lack confidence, pray for encouragement. If a child offers 
us an artistic creation they have made, do we criticize them 
for the imperfections, misspellings, or crooked lines drawn? 

Don’t we instead thank them for it, tell them that it is  
beautiful, and display it somewhere? If we respond this  
way when our children create something for us, how much 
more will our heavenly Father encourage us when we do 
something creative for Him?   
 
Don’t be afraid to create something in a new way. Psalm 
33:3 encourages us to sing to Him—that is, to God—a new 
song. This verse and several others in the Bible don't just 
encourage us to sing the same songs we’ve always sung 
over and over again. It isn’t that there was anything wrong 
with the old songs; they are great. But even a great song 
can get old and stagnant and boring if it is sung too many 
times.  
 
Lamentations 3:23-24 says that the Lord's mercies are new 
each morning. Each day that God creates is unique. Every 
sunrise and sunset is different. Every snowflake has its 
own crystallization pattern. He doesn’t make any repeats. 
He is a wellspring of endless creativity. He reflected on His 
initial creation and saw that it was good, but He didn’t stop 
there! He didn’t just go to sleep. He is making all things 
new!   
 
The German composer Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-
1750) has been an example and inspiration for me. For 
several years of his life, Bach worked as a church musician 
for a liturgical church that had set scriptures and set hymn 
tunes to be read and sung on specific Sundays during the 
year. This liturgy repeated itself every year, but Bach  
recomposed most of the harmonizations for the hymn tunes 
and other music that was sung or played at the church  
services each year. He clearly didn’t do this because he 
had lost what he had written the previous year; all of the 
various harmonizations he had written were eventually  
published. I think he was simply inspired to write a new 
song each year. 
 
Try to restrain self-criticism during the initial phases of your 
creative process. The critical/analytical portion of our mind 
has an important role to play in our lives and in our creative 
artistic process. However, if we allow it to take over too 
soon, it can stifle our creativity. If you’re setting out to  
create something, suspend judgment for a while and just 
try to get out whatever comes to mind. If you’re drawing, 
doodle whatever first comes to mind. If you’re writing, write 
down whatever comes. If you’re making up a new song, 
sing or play whatever comes. You can rework, edit, or  
eliminate things later. Some people refer to this early stage 
as brainstorming.   
 
Find a way to mark or record initial thoughts and ideas 
quickly. This may be a quick sketch, a written outline, or a 
sound recording (most of us probably have some sound 
recording capabilities on our computers or cell phones.) 
Get your ideas down so that you can remember them  
and continue to work with them later. I have found that  
occasionally I receive inspiration for an idea or a song all  
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of a sudden. In these instances, I try to get down the              
basics of it as quickly as I can.  
 
On other occasions, I have found that I have to brainstorm 
for a while, sometimes over an hour, before I even have 
the start of an idea for what I’m working on. If you have a 

desire to take part in an artistically creative project, I would 
encourage you to set aside specific times during the week 
to focus just on that.     
    --Jeremy Swider  

God Can Use You! 
(Editor's note: In 2 Timothy 4:5, the apostle Paul exhorted Timothy
--and us--to "do the work of an evangelist." But how do we do 
this? What if we lack the resources we think we should have to 
obey this instruction from God's Word? In the article below, BCF's 
Stan Burlager shares what God has taught him about sharing his 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Although this was originally printed 
in the March 2005 LIFEline, we believe it is very timely as we  
consider how to put God in His place in the varied resources he 
has given each of us.) 

   
Some of you may be thinking, “How can I, with my messed-
up background, possibly share my faith?” Let me assure 
you that not only can God use you, but He can use your 
background as well. 
  
When I was growing up, some might have called me a  
rebel or someone on the edge. Looking for adventure, I 
joined the military right out of high school. Well, I found  
adventure all right, and much more—divorce, alcohol, and 
a lifestyle that did not reflect Jesus Christ. I definitely was 
not the role-model type. 
  
After my third DWI, I knew I was not in control of my life, 
and I cried out to the only One I knew could help me. At  
the time, I knew about God, but I didn't know Him. I realized 
I had broken God’s laws, so I asked Him to forgive me and 
to come into my life as my Savior and Lord. And He did  
just that. 
  
I can certainly identify with Paul in 1 Timothy 1:15-16, 
where he says: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners--of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason  
I was shown mercy, so that in me, the worst of sinners, 
Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an  
example for those who would believe on him and receive 
eternal life.” 
  
Isn’t this incredible? Jesus Christ uses the “worst of  
sinners" to display His character before others. This  
means He can use me, and He can even use you! 
  
This fact has given me a hunger to learn all I can about this 
person, Jesus Christ, whom I have chosen to guide me in 
His truth and teach me how to share it. Jesus said it best 
in Luke 6:21: “Blessed are you who hunger now, for you 
will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you 
will laugh.” 

  
I started reading His Word and asking questions. I would 
discover things I didn't know (go figure) and have an  
uncontrollable urge to share it with someone—anyone—
who would listen. My parents have taken the brunt of this, 
but it hasn't stopped there. 
  
God continually gives me opportunities to share what I am 
learning. It happened just the other day at work (praise 
God). I thank Him for the boldness He has given me to 
stand up to the lies and half-truths we hear about Him all 
the time. Sometimes these opportunities get pretty intense, 
but He is faithful to be with us. What a joy to just plant a 
few seeds of His truth and watch Him make them grow! 
  
God shows up when I simply ask Him for opportunities. For 
example, a simple news article about "Son of Sam" (David 
Berkowitz, a serial killer who found Christ) can ignite a 
good conversation about forgiveness, sin, repentance, and 
a relationship with Jesus. 
  
I have learned so much about our Lord and Savior by  
seeking Him in His Word. If we know about Him, it is  
easier to share about him. 
  
Luke 12:8 led me not only to want to share God’s Word,  
but it led me to so much more. “I tell you, whoever  
acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also 
acknowledge him before the angels of God.” This tells me 
not to be afraid to acknowledge Him.  
  
I thought, all right, this is a great way to end. But my  
Teacher directed me to read on. Luke 12:11-12 says,  
"When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and  
authorities, do not worry abut how you will defend your-
selves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach  
you at that time what you should say." I cried with joy 
when He showed this to me, because I know it is true. 
  
Jesus Christ can and does use all. Are you ready for your 
opportunities? God will prepare us and make us ready to 
be used by Him. Will you trust Him? For there is power 
in His Word (Luke 12:12). Praise God! 
 
May the peace and grace of God fill you all. 
Your brother in Christ, 
    --Stan Burlager 
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The Resource of Our Willingness 
 
When Pamela and I were first approached about writing  
an article that followed Pastor Jim’s message series on 
putting God in His place, I almost literally jumped at the 
“resources” option. Had I been asked to write the same 
article only two years ago, I would have taken it a  
completely different direction. Similarly, the word resources 
has a completely different definition for me now than it did 
when I was asked to write this article.  
 
Growing up in a pastor’s family where essentially everyone 
was involved in some sort of church ministry, I felt like it 
was almost understood that I would be in some ministry of 
my own. However, I never was comfortable with the social 
aspect that seemed crucial to ministry. I’m not exactly  
engaging, I can’t keep a conversation on my own, and  
talking in groups above the size of two quickly wears me 
out. To make matters more complicated, I found myself 
drawn to business and the corporate world, seemingly the 
opposite of any sort of church ministry. It took me a while  
to even accept that something good could come out of 
working a 9-5 desk job.  
 
That was when the idea of resources first entered my think-
ing. My family highly regarded saving and stewardship, and 
naturally, I did too; yet, seeing resources as my ministry 
gave them a whole new level of importance. It probably 
took me until college to believe that working corporately 
and pouring out finances was actually a ministry. I was able 
to find a Christian student group in the business school at 
the University of Minnesota and was greatly encouraged by 
what “marketplace ministry,” as it was dubbed, really meant 
as a ministry—even beyond the financial realm.  
 
Throughout college God placed a number of people in my 
life—sometimes friends, sometimes Christian businessmen 
and businesswomen who spoke to our student group—to 
enforce the value of marketplace ministry. By the time 
graduation drew close and it was time to get an internship, 
I was not only convinced that making money could be a 
useful ministry; I was excited to do it. 
 
God seemed to have something else in mind, though.  
I never really found the job I was looking for. At one  
interview I was told that I wasn’t looking in the right branch 
of business. Probably my lowest point was when I applied 
for a position that was nearly uncontested. I was actually 
told the day before the application deadline that I was one 
of only two people who had applied. I was never even 
called for an interview.  
 
Last summer I found myself unemployed for the first time.  
It was not devastating like so many had experienced when 
the economy crashed, but it was a harsh shock. I was  
supposed to be making money and supporting ministries 
that were losing support because of the economic  

downturn. I had to borrow money from my parents to pay 
the rent. That wasn’t supposed to happen.  
 
Over the summer, God really 
blessed Pamela's and my  
relationship, especially through 
our thoughts and conversations 
about ministry. She showed me 
that maybe ministry wasn’t quite 
as strictly defined as I had 
thought and that maybe there 
was more to resources than just 
money. After finally getting a job 
at Target, I started to see how 
God uses more than just our 
money; He also uses our talents as resources.  
 
I was definitely blessed to quickly gain good favor with my 
co-workers and the team placed under me. God used the 
patient, diligent, and people-focused mannerisms that were 
part of my personality to help me build a team camaraderie 
in my department and with those around mine. I got to build 
relationships with my team, relationships that went beyond 
work: to opportunities to talk about God and His plans.  
From there, things were a blur. I got married, Pamela and I 
were called to Japan, and now we’re here in Japan.  
 
The funny thing is that from my lowest point last summer to 
where I am now, I have learned and am still learning a very 
important thing: God gives all the resources, and He’s  
going to give them to those who want to give them back. 
Every person has a critical resource that they can give: 
their willingness. When we surrender our willingness to 
God and let Him decide what we can and cannot do,  
our plans change—and never in a negative or more  
constricting way.  
 
I had spent my entire life until last summer thinking that I 
simply was beyond use. I didn’t have the tools God needed 
for me to live a life of ministry, so I would have to resort to 
serving Him through money, the only thing I could think of. 
When I slowly gave up my stubbornness in thinking that I 
could serve only through money, God showed me what 
resources really are: blessings He pours into our lives so 
that we can pour them into the lives of others.  
 
Money is still a critical resource, and I don’t think my  
interest in business or serving through financial means is 
gone. But now I am seeing other resources that many of us 
have: gifts, friends, homes, connections, time, and talents. 
(I’m very quickly learning what a blessed resource I have  
in a wife who speaks Japanese!) Everything we come into 
contact with on a daily basis is another gift—another  
resource—that God has given us to pour out into the life of 
someone else.  
 
Putting God in His place in our resources doesn’t mean 
that we need to have a certain amount of money or  
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Redeeming Technology 

What do you think about technology and media? Is it good, 
bad, or ugly? Well, the truth is that most of us would agree 
it can be all three. The truth is that technology and media 
are amoral. Much like money or food, it is what we do with 
these things that determines whether they are good or bad 
or, in some cases, ugly.  

It's easy to look at some bad or damaging uses of media 
and technology and assume that all things related to             
them are evil. We've seen this in the past, where blanket 
statements have been made that all movies are bad or that 
all music is evil; however, we know that's not true and that 
the content of those things is what determines whether they 
are good, bad, or ugly.  

Our challenge as individuals in the technologically integrat-
ed and media-saturated world we live in lies in being dis-
cerning about how we use technology in our lives and what 
kind of media we allow in our lives. We need to be asking 
ourselves if these things are bringing the kind of life Jesus 
died to bring us; if they are not, what are they bringing us?  

As the church, our challenge is to find ways to redeem 
technology and media and use it for God's purposes. Most 
of us would agree that God can work through telephone 
conversations, e-mails, or radio broadcasts, but what about 
Web sites, social-networking sites, or podcasts? Could the 
same God who guides the conversation on a phone call or 
a preacher on the radio find ways to use us to bring Him  

 

glory through what we do as His church in this technologi-
cally integrated and media-saturated world? What if we 
each made a decision to be personally discerning about 
how we use these things and then together choose to find 
ways to redeem technology in our lives for God's purpos-
es!?! More people would have opportunities to know Christ.  

This is why we have made changes to our Web site and 
have begun to incorporate more digital media in our         
services, why we've taken our LIFEline articles online,          
why we have started Facebook pages for Minneapolis and 
St. Paul, why we're podcasting our sermons—that by all 
possible means we might be a part of saving some!               
Let’s use whatever abilities or influence we have, both            
relationally and technologically, to bring people to Christ.  

We need your help to do this! It could be as simple as  
sharing a scripture on your Facebook, twitter, or blog, or in 
an e-mail, or linking to blogs, sermons, or YouTube videos 
that help to digitally connect others in your life to the            
abundant life and joy that God offers each of us. 

What if, instead of simply consuming technology and     
media, we redeemed it for God's purposes? What if we 
could all say with Paul that we became “all things to all  
people so that by all possible means I might save some”? 
(1 Corinthians 9:22, my emphasis) Let's find out together!
                                   
    --Pastor Sam Snyder 

technologyLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 

possessions. It doesn’t mean that we kindly offer Him our 
weekly tithe on Sunday and then live the way of the 
“American dream” the rest of the week. It doesn’t even 
mean that we just abandon our resources at God’s feet and 
then expect Him to take care of the rest, claiming that we 
have done our part.  
 
When we put God in His place, we give Him what is His 
and then also surrender our willingness to Him. We say, 
“God, this is the way You have blessed me. I don’t want 
this blessing to stop with me. Show me where you would 
have me use the resources You have given me to spread 
Your life and Your light to the people You love!” When that 
kind of surrender truly happens, God knows what to do with 
the resources. You may even find that He pours out a 
greater abundance of resources or resources you never 
thought you would possess.  

 
Malachi 3:10b says, “‘Test me in this,’ says the Lord  
Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates  
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not 
have room enough for it.’” This is the only time in the  
Scriptures that God literally asks us to test Him. God isn’t 
promising endless wealth or happiness or peace. He is 
promising blessings: resources He gives us, resources that 
He wants us to give to others. He wants us to be blessed.  
 
Open your hearts and minds. Surrender your willingness to 
His plan. Give Him control of your resources, and see what 
He does with them. He gives a promise that I don’t ever 
want to pass up: ”...so much blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it.” 
       

    --Joel Kuehn  
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A Regular, Tangible Expression of Love to God 
(Editor's note: The following article began as an e-mail that Norm Anderson sent 
to Pastor Jim some months ago. He shared it publicly with the BCF family one 
Sunday morning in February, and we are pleased to include it in this issue devot-
ed to putting God in His place in our resources.) 

 
I was raised in a mainline denomination that equated such concepts  
as tithing to Old Testament legalism. We were encouraged to give, of 
course; however, when I, as a kid, asked my parents about giving, they 
assured me that I was giving in other ways, like Sunday school and 
choir. They said this with the best of intentions, but I took their words to 
mean that God was completely satisfied with the spare change I tossed 
in every once in a while when I felt like it. After all, if He was infinite and 
owned everything anyway, He could accomplish His purposes with or 
without my help. So my giving was sparse and relatively meaningless. 
 
This attitude persisted for decades, but I couldn't help cringing a bit 
whenever somebody mentioned giving. I tried dismissing it as guilt by 
manipulation. I tried promising God that I would do a little better. For a 
long time, I insisted on giving cash so no one would know how much I 
was (or wasn't) giving. None of it worked for long. 
 
The tipping point for me came when I looked over my monthly expenses 
and realized that I was, quite literally, giving more money each month  
to Ronald McDonald than I was giving to the kingdom of God. Slowly, 
reluctantly, I allowed the Lord to convince me that there was something 
wrong with that picture. At the very least, that fact should not be true. 
 
It was at about this time that I heard Pastor Jim's testimony, on a  
Sunday morning, about how the Lord had faithfully provided for him  
and his family time upon time upon time; sometimes it was in ways that 
defied explanation, as he lived out his commitment to put God first in his 
finances. I didn't make my decision that day; but several months later,  
I told the Lord that I was tired of giving to everyone and everything but 
Him and expecting Him to be satisfied with whatever crumbs I saw fit  
to dribble His way. I told Him that whatever the cost, whatever the  
consequences, I was going to give Him the first 10 percent of my  

income, and then I was going to figure out how to live on the other 90 
percent. 
 
Because I always tend to overdramatize things to myself, I was sure that 
I was committing financial suicide. If I had been having trouble coming 
up with 1 percent—how could I give 10 percent? But here I was now,  
like Abraham offering up his son (I hope You're taking notes, Lord...).  
I began researching where the food shelves were. I wondered if I would 
have to declare bankruptcy. Maybe I could work out a deal with my  
landlord, in case I could no longer afford rent every month. After all, 
staying at the Union Gospel Mission wouldn't be too bad . . . 
 
That was nearly two-and-a-half years ago, and none of my nightmare 
scenarios have come true. Even casual observers can tell I haven't 
missed any meals. In fact, I can truthfully say that I lack absolutely  
nothing I need. Granted, I live very simply—but I have never in my life 
felt such continual financial contentment. I can't remember the last time 
I've lost sleep wondering how I'm going to make ends meet. The Lord 
has even anticipated my needs from time to time and has blessed me in 
ways for which I have not been looking. 
 
And there is something else that is completely unexpected. More than 
ever before, I now feel a sense of participation in the advancement of 
His kingdom, rather than being just a spectator. There is a real sense of 
investment, like I might actually be doing some small good. This is so 
not about legalism! (The idea that God can somehow be bought off with 
a few bucks is laughable.)  
 

I was going to say that this comes under "the-least-I-can-do," but it is so 
much more even than that. It is a regular, tangible expression of love to 
the One who loves me more than anyone else does. He certainly doesn't 
need my money, but I get the idea He likes it when I help—sort of like a 
kid working with his dad in the wood shop, and his dad letting him pound 
a nail once in a while. Having tasted this privilege, I could never go back 
to the way I approached giving before. 
       
    --Norm Anderson 

financialLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 

 

We’re stewards of the gifts of God, and one thing that’s the same 

For every human on this earth – the TIME each day we claim. 
Do I set aside some quiet time to seek the Lord each day? 
Or does my busy life conspire to keep Him far away? 
Am I active in pursuit of opportunities to share 
With those who’ve not surrendered to His tender, loving care? 
Do I cultivate relationships with Christians that I know 
So that my faith in Jesus would continue to grow? 
Is each dimension of my life exposed for Him to view? 
Does God receive the honor in everything I do? 
These are ways to put God in the center every day. 
The center of our TIME is where we want the Lord to stay.   

 
Time, Talent, and Treasure 
 
(Author’s note:  It’s been fun to write a poem for each of the   
areas of our lives where we have been encouraged to “Put God  
in His Place” at the center of our lives. So far that includes our 
Recreation (Rest Assured), our Occupation (Wisdom for the 
Workplace), our Friendships (Friendships), and now our          
Resources.  Stay tuned in the coming months for the continuation 
of the series for the poems about our Families and our Ministries.) 
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God Makes Dreams Come True 
(Editor's note: Candy Pettiford, though she does not attend BCF, 
has been involved with various members of our body for many 
years.  She has performed several of her one-woman acts at  
some of our community gatherings and is an active member of 
our Writers’ Critique Group.  She and her husband David are 
moving  to St. Louis, MO, next month.) 

 
God makes dreams come true! That’s what I sign in my  
children’s book, along with my name.  
 
When I look back over my life, I see that the Lord has              
always been there. Rheumatoid arthritis came into my  
life in 1983, when I was a flight attendant for Northwest Air-
lines. I couldn’t move, and depression hits when you can’t 
do anything. I had just become a Christian in 1980, and I 
had thought, No bad thing shall ever happen to me. 
 

Yes, bad things do happen to 
Christians, but Jesus said,               
“I’ll never leave you nor forsake 
you” (see Hebrews 13:5). So I 
cried out to Him, and He began 
to deliver me the more I put            
my trust in Him. My favorite  
scripture is Ephesians 3:20,    
“Now unto Him who is able to   
do exceedingly, abundantly 
above what we can imagine       
or even think according to the 
power that works in you.” I am 
still standing and walking on this 
scripture.  

 
I now have seven one-woman shows that I write and             
perform. I perform at churches, prisons, and schools. I           
volunteer for Courage Center. Not only do I exercise there, 
but I also use my God-given talent to encourage people 
and tell them that they can make it. Courage Center is 
good harvest ground for the Lord.  
 
And I teach anywhere I can, including places like Breaking 
Free, a shelter for women coming out of prostitution.  
Arthritis is like prostitution. It pains and drains the life out  
of you and leaves you for dead. I have good news to tell 
these women.  
 
When I saw how technology and all of the video screens 
were sucking the life out of my grandchildren, I wrote the 
children’s book “Oh The Things You Can Do!” (When You 
Don’t Watch TV). I teach a class called “Act Up - Act Out.” 
Theater is a great escape for anyone who wants to learn.  
 
I love to write. The Lord used writing to take me away from 
my pain. I could lie in bed and write and leave the illness 
behind. I also am a co-host of the TV show It’s a Woman’s 
World! We deal with women’s issues. I create and make 
clothing, hats, and neck art.  
 
All this is to say that Jesus is real! He is the same yester-
day, today, and forever (see Hebrews 13:8). Jesus told me 
that I didn’t have time for a pity party. Because Jesus is no  
respecter of persons, He can raise you up as well…if you 
will only trust Him. Yes, God makes dreams come true! 
       
    --Candy Pettiford 

ministryLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 

 
The combinations of our TALENTS and abilities 
Make us unique and should be shared with all humility. 
Do I choose to use my gifts in order to connect, 
Or do I hoard my talents so that no one will suspect? 
Do I look for ways at church that I could be a blessing? 
Or do I hide my calling even when the need is pressing? 
Do I offer aid to those who may not know the Lord 
And pray that God would use my gifts to open up a door? 
Is my heart alert for needs as God would make them known, 
Even if it brings me far outside my comfort zone? 
The center of our TALENTS is where the Lord should be. 
His grace enhances who we are for all the world to see. 
  
 

 
A third way we can steward is not difficult to measure –  
We all have either earthly or heavenly TREASURE. 
It doesn’t matter what amount I have at my disposal. 
Do I freely offer what I have when faced with a proposal? 
Do I trust the Lord’s provision and release my funds with cheer? 
Or do I hold on tightly with a heart that’s full of fear? 
It’s important that I not compare my giving to my brother’s, 
For the resources under my care are different from all others. 
Do I desire to see the gospel spread to all the earth? 
Each gift that’s given, large or small, contains abundant worth. 
This is how we bless the Lord and fill His heart with pleasure. 
This is how we put God at the center of our TREASURE. 
     --Liz Kimmel 



Page 10 

You Will Have to Trust Me... 
 
In November 2008 I was driving south on Highway 52 on 
my way home to Inver Grove Heights. I was in a state of 
prayer, but not asking anything specific, when the LORD 
began to speak, saying, I am about to bring you through a 
season of poverty wherein you will have to trust Me like 
you’ve never trusted Me before. This will not be a judgment 
or punishment, but you will have to stay very close to Me to 
survive this. 
   
I was stunned and knew this was more than an internal 
impression. I found my husband, Gil, in his office when I 
got home and told him what God had said. We sensed that 
we were to take every measure to get our finances right 
before the LORD. We reviewed our tithing practices, and          
I repented for controlling many of the financial decisions 
made in our home. We renewed our commitment to             
keeping our finances in right order. We wondered what 
was coming. Were we going to see some sort of financial 
disaster? Would one of us lose our jobs? We braced             
ourselves and waited. 
 
That Christmas we took a road trip to Kentucky--all eight of 
us in two cars for twelve hours each way. On the way 
home, our van broke down, and we faced the first of what 
we expected would be a series of financial setbacks. I 
wrote a story for the LIFEline, telling how God delivered us 
from being overcharged in Chicago and how He got the 
van home in a snowstorm and then fixed for less than 
three hundred dollars. We continued to see evidence of 
God’s favor on our finances in the next months, confused 
about what the LORD may have been saying about a 
“season of poverty.” 
 
Gil had multiple lingering health issues over the years we 
were married. We were unable to get life insurance for him, 
and it was my assumption that if anything ever happened 
to Gil, I would be responsible for taking care of the family. I 
pursued a lengthy college education, and by January 2009, 
I completed a PhD in educational psychology. “We’ll be 
okay now,” I assumed in a profound state of ungodly             
self-reliance. This notion that our provision came out of   
our own labors had not yet been refined in me, and I     
admittedly believed that I had something to do with my own 
security. The LORD would soon deal with me in this area. 
 
By the summer of 2010, we had not yet seen any signs 
that poverty was coming. We were a huge household of 
nine with Matt, Sierra, their children, and our boys home.  
Grace, Gil, and I were still in the home as well. We never 
felt any lack, but stayed conscious that everything we had 
came from the open hand of the LORD.  
 
In July I happened to see some paperwork from Gil’s         
employer, stating that Gil had life insurance worth one year 
of income. I remember it being a surprise, but I didn’t dwell 
on it . It seemed like a 401K you wonder if you’ll ever see. 

The thought of ever needing that life insurance was so  
outside the realm of my imagination. But less than two 
months later, Gil suffered four cardiac arrests in the ICU   
of United Hospital. It was his time, and the LORD took him 
home. 
 
There are no manuals for widows. Without Pastor Jim, I 
would have been unable to make the myriad of decisions 
that have to be made in the first seventy-two hours after a 
husband’s death. All senses go numb, and it takes effort to 
even breathe. Immediately, things cost money. Our church 
family was exceedingly generous, and because of that 
kindness, many of the first expenses were covered. But 
funeral homes want to be paid soon after the funeral, and it 
takes time and energy and a level head to work with an 
employer and an insurance company.   
 
The LORD was very present with each task, and it was in 
those first weeks that I learned what God meant when He 
told me in  November 2008, You will have to trust Me like 
you’ve never trusted Me before. Our season of poverty had 
begun, but it would not be financial poverty; it would be 
spiritual poverty. We were braced for financial collapse, 
and instead endured a very different type of loss.   
 
During our years of raising children, Gil was always                
employed as a chef or a teacher, and I was also working 
as a teacher. But with a household our size and, because  
I still had some maturing to do with regard to stewardship 
and reliance on the LORD, we incurred debt over the 
years. I was making payments on a new car, we had credit 
card debt from earlier years, and I had student loans. We 
didn’t see relief from that debt for many years but, like 
scores of other couples, we buckled down, stopped using 
credit, changed our spending habits, solidified our commit-
ment to a 10-percent tithe, and trusted God.  
 
When Gil died, we lost his income. I had just quit my             
well-paid job with a school district to take a position as an 
adjunct professor at Bethel University—at one-third of my 
previous income. Once Gil’s funeral was paid for, I was 
looking at a monthly mortgage payment of $2000 and the 
very real threat of ruined credit if we had to foreclose. 
 
I work with Trinity Works, an amazing ministry team, and 
within our network of leaders, a financial adviser came 
alongside me to help me navigate through all that the 
death of a spouse entails. I learned some shocking and 
liberating information: Gil did not have a will. Because 
there was no will, he did not have an executor.  
 
Also, I learned (and must have known, but had forgotten) 
that my name was not on the mortgage to our house. All 
debt related to our home was in Gil’s name only, and I was 
not legally or morally responsible for any of it. We would be 
able to walk away from our home with no threat to my 
credit history.  In addition, after the funeral was paid for, we 
had enough to pay off my car and all our debt, with enough 

women’sLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
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 The Faithfulness of Our Father God 
 

It all started about five years ago. We had always rented, 
and we had always wanted to live in and own a house. 
With a growing family, we needed a yard and at least three 
bedrooms. Well, by the amazing work of Jesus, we were 
able to get a house. However, with the economy crashing 
and a lot of problems happening in our marriage, we lost 
our house two years later. 

 
God faithfully restored our marriage, and we were back          
to living in an apartment. However, we still wanted a  
house with a yard and more room than our two-bedroom 
apartment was able to provide. We had about three 
months before our lease was up and didn’t really have               
a clue where to look.  
 
The other important thing is that we had also became a 
one-vehicle family because our minivan had died. This was 
a huge change for us. Since Charlie works for FedEx 
Ground, he had to go to his hub, which is in Mahtomedi. 
However, I had to be at the Apple Valley Medical Center 
on the opposite side of town. We were really hoping for a 
home closer to either Charlie’s work or mine, so we 
prayed, “Lord, we need a bigger place to live. You know 
the location.” 

 
About two weeks later on a Saturday, I was in the kitchen 
at church, cutting up food for a teen get-together. Liz         
Beyer, who was helping me, looked at me and asked, “Are 
you looking for a place to live?” I smiled at her and said, 
“Well, not yet, but we will need a new place by July 1st.” 
She said that her daughter had told her that she believed 
someone in the church needed to rent her house, which is 
next door to Bruce and Liz's home. I was stunned because 
we had just prayed, and Jesus was the only person who 
knew we needed a bigger place. 

 
So we met Liz and Bruce at their home the following             
Sunday and looked at the house. It is exactly what we 
need in a house, with a bigger kitchen and a fireplace            
and three bedrooms. God is so good. 

 
We are now the new residents of 3227 Century Avenue, 
White Bear Lake, Minnesota. We live less than two blocks 
away from Charlie’s work, so he walks to work every day. 
We are so excited for the faithfulness of our Father God, 
who knows exactly how to fix all situations when we wait 
upon His timing. 
 
     --Kathy Cook 

communityLLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE 
left for Grace and me to get through this first year as we 
adjust to our new life. 
 
I wondered if I would ever share this part of our story, as 
there are so many stories and so many ways that the 
LORD has met us and cared for us in Gil’s absence. Why 
would anyone talk about the gift of financial provision 
when it came through the death of a husband? And how 
would anyone else be able to relate to that?   
 
My point in sharing this story is that it is literally Part II of 
the story that began in 2008. God spoke a word that we 
did not understand when we received it. We expected  
poverty to come at face value, so we prepared for it by 
getting our “house” in order so that we would not be in a 
place of disobedience when we called to Him for help.  
 
The benefit of that process began to reap fruit long before 
the prophetic word was ever fulfilled. We were informed 
that something was coming, but we did not have a full un-
derstanding of what it was. In every way, we did what we 
knew to do, and God filled in the gaps.  Losing a husband 
and finding that there is no will and no ownership of the 
home I was living in could have been a recipe for disaster. 
 
But the LORD knew ahead of time, and He arranged     
circumstances so that we could walk through this very  
difficult year without the threat of greater provisional loss.  
God truly cares for widows and orphans. Yet, we don’t 
need to walk through death to experience the grace and 
extraordinary care of the Father. He has a plan to provide 
for you. Right now His plan may be beyond what you can 
imagine or ever prepare for, but there is most certainly a 
plan. His arm is not too short, and He is who He says        
He is! 
    --Peggy Gaitan 

CONNECT WITH YOUR CREATOR 
ARTFUL WORSHIP 

FREE DAY CAMP 2011 FOR KIDS ENTERING K-6 
AUGUST 1-4, 9 AM - 2 PM 

 
EXPERIENCE the presence of God, RESPOND to His 
love, EMBRACE who we were created to be.  We are 
called to ABIDE in the life-giving presence of Jesus, 
radiating life and joy with no fear in our hearts! 
 
Dance & Flags . . . Music & Drums . . . Visual Arts . . . 

Drama . . . Artist’s Corner . . . Jam Sessions . . . 
 
Plan to join us Thursday evening for a FREE family 
BBQ, special viewing of the Art Gallery, and worship 
experience. 
 
REGISTER YOUR KIDS ONLINE (www.betheltwincities.org) 



God Is Moving in Guyana 
 
Guyana, South America, sits just south of Venezuela on 
the Atlantic Ocean. This small country of eight hundred 
thousand people is very unique to South America. The 
needs of this third-world country are obvious when you go 
there; it struggles economically and has great darkness 
spiritually. 
 
The only English-speaking nation in South America,               
Guyana was a Dutch colony in early days, but it later             
became a British colony. Indigenous tribes still live in the 
jungle area (90% of Guyana's footprint), but 90% of the 
people live and work on the cleared coastland. Farming 
occurs in Guyana 365 days a year—rice, sugar cane, truck 
farming (vegetables). Large fishing industries occur along 
the coastline. Guyana is rich in natural resources, including 
timber and mining in the interior. 
 
Guyana's population is 40% East Indian and 40% Black 
African. Religiously, Guyana is 50% Christian, but it is also 
40% Hindu, 10% Muslim (with many new mosques built 
with money from outside the country), and secular. There is 
much witchcraft in the Caribbean nations of which Guyana 
is considered a part, and it is very common among the 
Guyanese people.  
 
This past year I had the opportunity of spending many 
weeks in Guyana as we developed "Power to Change  
Guyana" through Great Commission Media Ministries. We 
had the privilege of working with the Guyana Evangelical 
Fellowship, a consortium of evangelical and Pentecostal 
churches across Guyana. Nearly two hundred of these 
churches worked with us as we endeavored to preach the 
gospel of Jesus through the use of life stories from right 
within Guyana. We aired these stories prime time on five 
television stations every night for five weeks.   
 
The response was thrilling! At the bottom of each life story 
was a ribbon of information that gave both the Web site: 
www.powertochangeguyana.org and a phone number          
(231-4444) that was connected to our call center located in 
the Wesleyan Church. The center had a bank of twenty 
lines and was staffed with close to a hundred people from 
local churches. These dear ones gave their time to counsel 
and pray with those who called in during and following            
the nightly programs. We saw more than five hundred            
people pray for salvation right over the phones. What a 
thrill to hear people weep their way through to salvation! 
Thousands of people contacted the call center and the 
Web site. All of these people are now being followed up          
by local churches.  
 
We are believing God for a deep second harvest. Churches 

are expressing that they are seeing new people attending 
because of this campaign. The media-evangelism                
campaigns do not advertise Great Commission Media             
Ministries; this is all about the local churches. There are           
no pleas for money. In fact, this entire campaign was            
funded through churches in the U.S.A. with some help from 
Canada as well. Thank you, Bethel Christian Fellowship, 
for being a part of reaching Guyana with the gospel. 
 
We thank God for pastors like Mohammed Alim Mursalin, 
who functioned as my national coordinator, and others who 
are leading the body of Christ in Guyana with great passion 
to reach their own nation for Him! The missions team from 
BCF will have the privilege of working with Pastor Mursalin 
and his team in Corriverton, Guyana, and I am confident 
that this will be a life-changing experience for all who                
go. I grew to love these dear people during my time in  
Guyana...and never got sick! They will sense the darkness 
there, but will also be aware of a tangible anointing. God is 
moving by His Spirit in this nation 
 
I claim many dear friends in Guyana. These are a happy, 
relational people, and I believe that those who go from    
BCF will also have the opportunity of developing close       
relationships as well. May God use the BCF team to bless 
Guyana, and may you all be blessed in turn. 
 
  --Dave Ogren Sr. 
  U.S. Missions Director 
  for Great Commission Media Ministries 
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Corriverton, where the 
Guyana Team is headed. 
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Guyana, Here We Come!  
 
As I sat in the pastors' prayer meeting several months ago, Pastor Dave 
Ogren Sr. was sharing about his recent trip to Guyana. I couldn't even 
hear all that he was saying because the Spirit was stirring strongly inside 
of me. It was as if God was saying, Ask of Me; I'll give you Guyana. As 
the prayer time went on, this was all my heart could focus on. At the end 
of the meeting, Pastor Jim came to me and asked, "Have you thought 
about taking a youth team to Guyana?" Confirmation! 
 
In the next weeks, as I was doing research, calling airlines, and getting 
prices and plans in order, my heart became discouraged. Even though I 
know that God is Jehovah-Jireh, the supernatural Provider, my heart 
doubted if this trip would ever happen. I thought to myself, "There's only 
gonna be a team of like five of us. And how can we ever afford $1,200/
person airfare, let alone the other costs?"  
 
Through this situation, God has again worked in me to firmly believe 
what He says. Last week we made the final payment for the tickets!  
Seventeen plane tickets are paid for, and two more are on the way. Lord 
willing, nineteen people are going on this trip. Not only has God provided 
amazingly, but He is preparing our hearts to go and serve Him and to 
love the people of Guyana!  
 
My heart is getting so excited and overwhelmed with joy as I think about 
this trip. I can't wait to see and hear what God does in us and through us. 
At the time most of you read this, we will just be getting done with an 
intensive team-training weekend. We want to go prepared for every area 
and type of ministry, although our heart is to simply serve all those we 
meet in Guyana.  
 
Please keep us in prayer for this trip. Pray that God "shows off" in us and 
through us! Pray for our hearts to be prepared to serve and for our lips  
to be ready to speak the truth of the gospel. Pray that Radiate Student 
Ministries will be challenged and changed.  
 
Pray also that the remaining finances will come in. We are leaving on 
August 6—just under a month from now!—and  we still have a little under 
$10,000 to raise for the team as a whole. If you are interested in helping 
toward that goal, you can direct funds to BCF and request that they go to 
the Guyana trip. We will use it where it is needed most. 
 
Thank you all for the ways in which you have supported and encouraged 
us already! We are richly blessed to have a church body that supports 
and encourages our youth.  
   

    --Pastor Ben Clark  
 

Dedicated to God Alone 
 
Most of you know that God put me in a pretty big family with pretty big 
gifts in music and visual art. I think I only really saw how big they are in 
the past three or four years though.  
 
Almost five years ago God put a bass guitar in my hand, and I said yes, 
thinking "Pshh... No biggie. It's so simple!" Now I notice that five years 
have gone by, and God has given me a fiery passion, a continuous drive, 
and a place to make noise with it. Ha-ha!  
 

Then God put another guitar in my hand: an acoustic. I never thought I 
would have the hands for it, but God put another spark in me! Now I  
wanna get my hands on anything that makes noise!  
 
Through all this, God has been preparing me for worship and praise. I 
have decided to dedicate to Him alone the music that I produce with my 
hands: the pure stuff that invites the Spirit to move and leads to healing 
and surrender and finding real love and reaching the lost. That's only the 
stuff I wanna let come out of me—good stuff. from the Lord.  
       

    --Grace Gaitan 
 

“Glorify the Lord!” 
 
“Glorify the Lord!” These are words I hear every time I step onto a stage, 
whether it is for dance or theater performances. These words are a          
reminder that I don’t have to be perfect and that my performance is not 
the most important thing, but that God has given me gifts with the             
purpose to honor Him and share His love. 
 
I hear these words a lot; they are words I have come to expect from my 
mother as she encourages me, and I take them to heart. Many girls and 
guys I compete against in dance are extremely competitive, serious, and 
anxious. With God’s help, I am able to smile with my competitors and 
lighten the mood with laughs. 
 
When I prepare for a competition, there is more on my mind than just 
keeping the steps in my head; I am also asking God how I can share His 
love as I ask Him to help me smile and have fun. I thank God for the 
chance to dance because it has opened up many doors for me to bless 
people and bring glory to Him. Besides glorifying Him in competitions, I 
have been given the opportunity through my dance to teach and share 
God’s love with those who would never have experienced it otherwise. 
 
Dance is not the only way I can honor the Lord. He has given me other 
gifts, just as He has given everyone multiple gifts, to honor Him. Another 
way He has allowed me to worship and glorify Him is through my            
instruments. 
 
I have been able to learn how to go into deeper worship while playing the 
piano. God has given me songs, and I have learned how to play from the 
heart. Just as some artists paint pictures God has given them, the Lord 
allows me to play songs that He has given me. Many times these songs 
are just between us, and through playing them, I have grown closer in my 
relationship with Him. 
 
God has blessed me with gifts in music, through which I am able to meet 
many new people who have never experienced God’s love. Just as God 
has given me opportunities to bless others and bring glory to Him, He 
has given others many other gifts through which they can be creative and 
share His love. As I use the gifts God has given me, I thank Him for the 
chance to be creative.  
 
And I remember the words I have heard from my mother my whole life: 
“Glorify Him!”  
       
    --Kendra Pankow 
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Experiencing God's Presence through Prayer 
 
I have been blessed beyond what human words can                 
express these past few months that I have been a part of 
Bethel Christian Fellowship. The presence of the Lord has 
visited Bethel. Of course, all of this would not be possible 
without prayer, our greatest resource.  
 
Between 1912 and 1931, E.M. Bounds wrote  several            
volumes on prayer, including The Necessity of Prayer,           
The Essentials of Prayer, The Possibilities of Prayer, The 
Reality of Prayer, The Purpose in Prayer, The Weapon of 
Prayer, Power through Prayer, and Prayer and Praying 
Men. It is said that the last seventeen years of Bounds's  
life were spent reading, writing, and praying. He wrote: 
 

Praying men [and women] are the only men [and 
women] in which the Holy Spirit dwells, for the Holy 
Spirit and prayer go hand-in-hand. The Holy Spirit 
never descends upon prayerless men [and women]. 
He never fills them, he never empowers them. 
 
In doing God’s work there is no substitute for            
praying. God never has, and he never will, commit 
the weighty interests of his kingdom to prayerless 
men [and women]. 
 
Herein has been the secret of the men [and women] 
of prayer in the past history of the church. Their 
hearts were after God, their desires were on him, 
their prayers were addressed to him. They com-
muned with him, sought nothing of the world, sought 
great things of God, wrestled with him, conquered all 
opposing forces, and opened up the channel of faith 
deep and broad between them and heaven. And all 
this was done by the use of prayer. 

 
As I pray, I groan to the Lord because there are so many 
things on my heart. Oftentimes my prayers are very out-of-
the-box: miracles, visions, healings, restoration of relation-
ships, the church, awesome acts of God.  
 
How do I know what to pray about? Romans 8:26 says, 
“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.             
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot 
express.” Sometimes my spirit is so overwhelmed with 
prayer requests, including my own, that all I can do is groan 
to the Father. He knows what I am trying to pray for, even 
though I cannot even speak it from my human condition.  
 
How often should we pray? Ephesians 6:18 tells us: “And 
pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests (my emphasis). With this in mind, be alert  
and always keep on praying for all the saints.” For me “all 
occasions” means when I am driving, working, golfing, in 

church, swimming, or in the steam room. As I pray, I am 
also listening to the Father.  
 
Other scriptures on prayer encourage me: 
 
Romans 12:12 - “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.” Joyful in hope, yes; faithful in prayer, yes; 
patient in affliction, well not so much. But I am learning. 
 
James 5:16 - “Therefore confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” God's 
Word to us is that our prayers are powerful and effective. 
What truth lies in this statement! 
 
1 Peter 3:12 encourages us with this promise from our  
Father! “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and 
his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the 
Lord is against those who do evil."  
 
Philippians 4:6 - “Do not be anxious about anything, but  
in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.” For me, the key here is 
thanksgiving. At times I fall short in finishing this verse!  
 
Luke 6:12 - “One of those days Jesus went out to a           
mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.” 
What a model this is for us!  
 
1 John 3:22- “...and receive from him anything we ask, 
because we obey his commands and do what pleases 
him.”  
 
Psalm 5:3 - “In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; 
in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in  
expectation.” It's the waiting that I wrestle with from time to 
time.  
 
Psalm 102:1 - A prayer of an afflicted man. When he is 
faint and pours out his lament before the LORD. “Hear my 
prayer, O LORD; let my cry for help come to you.”  
 
1 Kings 8:28 - “Yet give attention to your servant's prayer 
and his plea for mercy, O LORD my God. Hear the cry and 
the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence this 
day.”  
 
In a sermon in December 1843, Charles Finney spoke 
about the manifesting of God's glory:  

The original meaning of the term glory was, bright-
ness, clearness, effulgence: from that it has come to 
signify honor, renown; and again, that which renders 
honorable, or demands honor, or renown, reverence, 
adoration, and worship--that which is worthy of confi-
dence and trust. The glory of God is essential and 
declarative. By essential glory is meant that in Him 
which is glorious--that in his character which de-
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mands honor, worship, and adoration. His declara-
tive glory is the showing forth, the revealing, the 
manifesting, the glory of his character--his essential 
glory--to his creatures: the laying open his glory to 
the apprehension of intelligences. And this is what 
Moses meant--that God would reveal Himself to his 
mind so that he might know Him--might have a clear 
and powerful apprehension of those things which 
constitute his glory. 
 

God's glory cannot be limited to a certain formula or put 
into a box. In recent months God has revealed His glory  
at Bethel. One Sunday morning, the glory of the Lord  
appeared to me as fire in the front of the sanctuary. 
Flames were everywhere, darting back and forth as we 
praised and worshiped the Father. I can best describe  
this as the Holy Spirit invading our gathering.  
 
The glory of the Lord appeared to me again, this time  
as rain, when the Heart of the City Worship Band led in 
worship at Bethel. In the Spirit, I saw that rain from the  
river of life was coming down and refreshing everyone in 
attendance. In human terms, it was a rain that immediately 
refreshes you when you are dry and hot, causing you to let 
out an ahh... You are renewed! 
 
Another time, as I prepared to give my testimony before 
the church, I inquired of the Lord about what I should say. 
He gave me an outline and a song, particularly the last 
several verses that I should use. Of course, I did not know 
that song would be sung on that Sunday, but my Father 
did. 
 
Over the years, I have made so many mistakes in trying to 
do everything in my strength and wisdom, and that has led 
to pure folly. I am getting better at spending time with the 
Father, praying and listening to what I should be doing and 
what He wishes to reveal to me about Him. There is no 
substitute for being in the Word, having the Father reveal 
what He wishes, and becoming even more obedient to His 
voice.       
    --Steve Venarchick 
 

This article has been redacted for se-
curity reasons. 



 
 

Ernie 
 
He wasn't a member of my biological family, and the  
occasional times I talked with him usually lasted only a few 
moments. Yet, as I look back over six decades of life, I am 
richly blessed by my memories of a man named Ernie.  
He was a man who, in the words of Luke 12:21, was  
“rich toward God.” Indeed, he put God in His place in the 
stewardship of his resources. 
 
By the time I was born in 1950, Ernie was almost as old  
as I am now. The oldest person in my home church for 
many years, he had very little of this world's goods. In  
his working years, he built houses, including the church 
parsonage. During one period of his life, he lived in the 
basement of the church and, in return, volunteered his  
services to do jobs around the church.  
 
Ernie never married. In the years I knew him, he read a lot 
and spent many hours in the prayer room at our church. 
When the weather was agreeable, he walked in and 
around the community, often to and from the airport, about 
three miles east of town. Although we didn't use the term 
prayer walking those days, I am convinced that is what he 
was doing. I believe that he, like Enoch of old, was walking 
with God. 
 
The most noteworthy legacy Ernie left me was the story  
of how he came to trust in Jesus Christ. He was almost 
always the first person to stand and give a witness for  
Jesus in the testimony service that was a regular feature of 
our meetings on Sunday evenings. His story was simple. 
He had once been a self-righteous church member. A  
relative had told him that he needed to accept Jesus as  
his personal Savior, and he had told her, “I don't cuss or 
swear. It seems to me that I'm at least as good as you 
are.” But then God had spoken to Ernie's heart, showing 
him that his goodness could not satisfy God's standard of 
righteousness. He had, by faith, received Jesus and His 
forgiveness and transforming presence.  
 
I don't know how many times I heard Ernie tell how Jesus 
came to live in his life. It may have been as many as forty 
times a year during the years I was in elementary and  
secondary school. As remarkable as it was for Ernie to 
declare his faith in Jesus so regularly, so frequently on 
Sunday evenings, the really noteworthy characteristic of 

his testimony was that it came from his heart. It was not a 
rote recitation about a religious experience he had many 
years before, but a heartfelt expression of thanksgiving for 
the gift of salvation he had received from God.  
 
Ernie didn't confine his witness for Jesus to the testimony 
service in our church building. I have very vague memories 
of street meetings in the years before I turned ten, and  
Ernie shared about his love for Jesus both in those  
meetings and also in services our church would hold for 
residents of the County Home. He wanted to see others 
receive Jesus as he had, and I remember how sad he was 
when his witness for Jesus seemed to fall on deaf ears. 
Yes, his family, his church, his community—and I—saw 
and heard how Jesus had made him a new person. 
 
The last time I saw Ernie here on earth was probably a few 
years before he went home to heaven. My father and I 
went to see him at the nursing home where he spent the 
last years of his life, and he cried what I believe were  
tears of joy for our visit and tears of longing for heaven.           
As we talked with him, my eyes were drawn to the end  
table beside his bed. It was quite adequate to hold his            
well-worn Bible, some pictures, and the few other earthly  
possessions he had.  
 
Three days after Christmas 1988, on a Sunday, I was  in 
the morning worship service at my home church when I 
heard that Ernie had gone home to heaven earlier that 
day. It was his ninety-sixth birthday, a perfect day to leave 
this world for the joy of being in the presence of Jesus  
forever. He had, in the words of 2 Timothy 4:7, “finished 
the race” God had given him to run. He had not been  
entrusted with an abundance of resources in terms of 
earthly value. However, because he had been faithful to 
serve God with that which had been entrusted to him, I 
believe that God had a crown of righteousness waiting for 
Ernie, a crown like that which the apostle Paul anticipated 
in 2 Timothy 4:8.  
 
And it was all because Ernie had forsaken his self-
righteousness for the righteousness of Christ many years 
before. He had turned from his sins and trusted Jesus to 
forgive  him. He had chosen to follow Jesus and honor Him 
with the resources he had received from God's hand. He 
had put God in His place in his resources.  
 
Have you?      
    --Ken Holmgren 

There is an easy way to raise money for BCF  Missions just by searching the 
Internet with GoodSearch.com.  It's simple. You use GoodSearch.com like any 
other search engine — the site is powered by Yahoo! — but each time you do, 
money is generated for BCF.   The more people who use this, the more money 
will go to the missions program here at Bethel. 
 

It’s easy to get started.  Just go to www.goodsearch.com and enter Bethel  
Christian Fellowship Missions as your non-profit of choice.  Make  
goodsearch.com your home page or add it to your toolbar….then search away! 
(Please note that image searches do not count toward fundraising AND, your 
search must be legitimate. You may not search for google.com on goodsearch. 
That is considered a fraudulent search and will not be counted toward our goal.) 

You can also see how much has been raised by clicking the “amount raised” 
button on the main page.  An average of 1 penny is donated for every search  
we do.  Every bit helps!  

You cay also do a good portion of your shopping online and earn varying      
percentages of your purchase price for missions.  Check it out at the following 
address:   http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx  
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