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MONTHLY
THEME:

The focus of this year’s LIFEline issues will coincide with our recent sermon series:
Putting God in His Place ~ this issue will center on our Friendships.

God Sets the Lonely in Families
(Editor's note: This LIFEline issue is dedicated to the theme of
putting God in His place in our friendships. To help introduce this
theme, we are pleased to present the following article by BCF's
Amy Watson, who, with her husband, Phil, and their children, has
been living in Singapore the past few years. We believe that this
article—and this entire newsletter—will help you practice what it
means to put God at the center of your friendships.)

God sets the lonely in families… --Psalm 68:6a
How true this scripture is! I am so grateful.
In listening to Pastor Sam Snyder’s November 28, 2010,
sermon, “Putting God in His Place in Our Friendships,” as
preparation for writing this article, I learned that he had
occasion to make friends in his move to Minnesota. I
understand that. We have had lots of opportunities to make
friends in our many moves over the years. We have moved
from Ohio to Kentucky, from Kentucky back to Ohio, from
Ohio to Minnesota, and from Minnesota to Singapore.
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One who is faced with a move of state-to-state or international magnitude has to rebuild his or her support network.
I suppose I ought to have realized this, but when I, as a
newly married young woman, moved away from family
and friends to Kentucky, where I knew no one, I suddenly
realized that it was just Phil and me. We were alone, with
each other. But God knew. God knew. And in His mercy,
SCRIPTURE:
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He brought around us people who helped us through our
transition. They became great friends to us during our time
there, and we are able to call them friends to this day.
I am not a very wise person. I am a person to whom God
gives learning experiences—lots of them. Sometimes I
learn, and sometimes I don’t. I think it would be so beautiful
if I could always be at rest in His arms, trusting that He will
take care of me and that He will be there and have people
in place to welcome us into our new lives. If only I could
always be trusting that in everything, whether it be friendships, finances, or whatever, He will be there. Peace would
reign in my heart if that were the case.
As it is, that is not so much. I tend to be edgy. Like I said,
sometimes I don’t learn. But thankfully I am learn-ing. Our
walk of faith is a process, a work that God will bring to
completion, eventually.
When we first heard that moving to Singapore was an
option, I said, “No, thank you.” I was set. I had things in
place, and I was happy—well, happy enough. Very quickly
God brought to our attention that we ought to take this
opportunity. We felt that we would be kicking ourselves
later if we didn’t take the opportunity when it presented
itself. During that time, Pastor Jim had a vision of God with
a smile of delight on His face, rearranging bricks, “shifting”
them from place to place. I knew I
Continued on page 3

The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the extravagant love of God,
the intimate friendship of the Holy Spirit, be with all of you. 2 Corinthians 13:14 (The Message)
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pastor’sPAGE
God Blesses Our Friendship and Unity
How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live
together in unity! …For there the Lord bestows his
blessing, even life forevermore. --Psalm 133:1-3

and insight into what I mean by this, check out the video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LU8DDYz68kM. A little
buffalo gets separated from his herd and is attacked by
lions and then by a crocodile before his herd joins up and
comes to his rescue.

Did you know that the term friend is commonly used as a
verb? This is especially true when it is used in connection
with social networking sites such as facebook. To “friend”
someone is to accept them into your digital circle, which
allows them to see your online profile and allows you to see
theirs. You can post on each other’s “walls,” send private
messages, view pictures and comment on them, exchange
quips, watch videos, and generally keep up with everyone.
It’s great!

There is strength in numbers. It is important that we stay
close to our “herd.” Meaningful friendships are given as a
gift to us to challenge, strengthen, and encourage us. We
can also contribute. There are times when God will use
us to equip someone, be a comforter, or keep a friend
accountable. We are meant to live within a framework of
true, face-to-face, life-changing friendships!

Now, we (especially the younger generation) sit alone in
front of our PCs or laptops to connect via the worldwide
web. It is very useful, but I wonder if we are not losing sight
of what it means to be fundamentally connected to one
another in friendship.

It is clear that friendship and unity are near and dear to
God’s heart and that they have a specific purpose in our
lives. Jesus made this a focal point of His prayer in John
17:20-23. He implied that functioning in unity is critical to
our success in living the message of the gospel so that the
world will believe.

The Bible tells us that Satan “prowls around like a roaring
lion, looking for someone to devour” (I Peter 5:8). The
enemy of our souls uses isolation in much the same way
a lion does. If you’ve ever watched a nature show that
depicts a lion hunt, you know that lions (and other
predators) are always on the lookout for prey that has
been separated from the herd. For a quick illustration of

Let’s strive to cultivate true friendships, first with God,
allowing Him to become our closest Friend and Confidant,
and then with each other, not just “friending” each other but
taking time to really connect and do life together. God will
bless it!
--Pastor Ben Clark

poeticLIFE

Jesus Himself was not a “one-man show” when He was
on earth, although He certainly could have been! He
The wonderful capabilities of our modern age and technolo- surrounded Himself with friends. God’s original plan was
gy have no doubt helped us to connect in meaningful ways to create companions for Himself when He created our race
in His own image. There are many allusions to God being a
to one another, but it strikes me that much of what I just
mentioned used to be done face-to-face. We used to gather Friend—even an intimate Friend—throughout Scripture. Job
is recorded as lamenting in his distress, “Oh, for the days
to look at pictures, carefully arranged in albums. We used
when I was in my prime, when God’s intimate friendship
to have real conversations. We used to write letters—with
blessed my house” (Job 29:4).
pens!

Friendship
I want to be like Job, whose friends gave ill-conceived advice.
He prayed for them, and God received their heart-felt sacrifice.1
I want to be like Jonathan, when David’s life was tried.
His bold support allowed His friend the chance to safely hide.2
I want to be like Abraham, when giving Lot a choice.
His generous heart, so filled with trust, caused heaven to rejoice.3
I want to be like Daniel’s friends, who firmly stood their ground.
Their strong resolve to honor God earned each of them a crown.4
I want to be the kind of friend Naomi found in Ruth;
Devoted, faithful, loyal, always speaking love and truth.5
I want to be a friend who’s wise, 6 and one that’s ever true. 7
I want to live like Jesus lived in all I say and do. 8

1

5

2

6

Job 42:7-9
1 Samuel 20
3
Genesis 13
4
Daniel 3

Ruth 1
Proverbs 13:20
7
Proverbs 18:24
8
John 15:13

--Liz Kimmel
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Testimonies of Friendship

1

When I first came to Bethel via Anne Ferguson’s
suggestion (I met her at my place of work), I went to
a newcomers lunch at the Olson’s house. Warren
Hegstrom was there - I had met him once before at
Bethel - and he gave me a hug. My first hug from
someone at Bethel, and it was a warm welcome.
I thought, “That’s such a friendly welcome for me, a
stranger to Bethel.” Now I’m in the Hegstrom’s LIFE
Group. God is good.
--Colleen Murn

2

I thank God for this opportunity to honor my dear
friend, Nancy Spika. My family would not be a part of
this body if not for her understanding and warmth.

It was November, 1993, that we first visited Bethel.
Our kids were very young and full of energy. Some
of the workers in Children’s Church were less able to
appreciate our kids’ enthusiasm and curiosity. Nancy
took joy in them! She made sure they (and Tim & I)
knew that they (and ALL of us) were welcomed and
loved. That made a deep impression and helped us to
know that BCF was where God wanted us to be. Over
the years the kids grew and our friendship did, too.
We’ve shared life’s ups and downs with Nancy, always
praying, encouraging, and sharing Jesus’ love. Nancy’s
example to me of a godly woman has been so clearly
and consistently lived out that I am forever thanking God
for bringing our lives together in such a special way.
--Michelle Petschl

God Sets the Lonely in Families continued from page 1

was one of those bricks, and I felt reassured that God was
smiling. But I was nervous.

to show us His presence here in Singapore and to remind
us that we are not alone.

In the same breath that we became members of Bethel
Christian Fellowship, we announced our imminent move to
Singapore. It felt strangely right to become members as we
were moving away. Since the word was out that we were
headed to Singapore, several people mentioned Moe and
Marla Hirschy to us. We met them when we went to
Singapore for our house-finding trip. I was less nervous
to move, knowing that they were there to welcome us.

The longer we have been here, the more opportunity we
have had to turn around and show this sort of friendship to
newcomers to Singapore. I remember when we first moved
here and the fact that just a smile and a short conversation
with someone in a store made a huge difference to my day.
I try to get outside of myself and my own business to be
purposeful about this as much as I can.

When we moved to Singapore, they were with us a lot.
They showed us around to their favorite spots, introduced
us to unusual fruits, and prayed for us as we faced the
challenges that came with our move. What a blessing their
friendship has been to us in the time we have had in
Singapore!
Two years later, when we moved within Singapore, they
were right there, carrying boxes—heavy ones, I might
add—all the way up to the top floor from the basement car
park. Even their move to a new location in Southeast Asia
was an opportunity to go and see another part of this area
of the world. We had such joy in visiting them in their new
home!
We were also able to meet the Dotys here in Singapore
and eventually visit them in their home in another Southeast Asian location. We so appreciate their heart for Jesus
and their hospitality. The kids had a great time getting to
know one another. Grant was not above playing with our
then seven-year-old Joe and gained a devoted friend for
life. The girls clicked right away and enjoyed time hanging
out together.

The Bible exhorts us to practice hospitality, and this is an
excellent way to offer friendship. When we have people
over, I am often all worked up about the preparations,
somewhat like Martha of the famous Mary-and-Martha
story in Luke 10. Then I remind myself of Pastor Jim’s
reassurance that he would be happy to come over for
Oreos and a glass of milk. This always helps me settle
down as I am going about my tasks.
Lately I’ve been listening to the “Tales From Lake
Wobegone” section of A Prairie Home Companion,
maybe out of homesickness or maybe as preparation for
repatriation. I don’t know. In the midst of all of that silliness,
there is the profound. In talking about loneliness and
spring, Garrison Keillor says, “We’re terrified of loneliness,
except at this time of year. We feel blessed. It warms up,
the sun shines, and the lilacs are almost in bloom. And we
feel the great antidote to loneliness, which is each other.
Suddenly you wake up in the morning and you’ve moved
from Outer Mongolia to the Caribbean and you have fruit
and vegetables.”

So as you’re on your way to the farmers’ market this spring,
remember the antidote to loneliness and reach out to
others. Chat with those neighbors who have been hidden
Not only were there these opportunities to give to and
away in their houses all winter. Be aware of the “new guy”
receive friendship from our BCF workers in Southeast Asia, in any situation and just ask, “Hey, how’s it going?” Who
but God also brought many others along our path to extend knows? You may even score a new friend!
themselves to us as we moved here. We are so grateful
--Amy Watson
that when we were lonely, He set us in families of believers
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Graduates of 2011

High School Graduates:

Mexico

Ecuador

Philippines

LOOK AT THE FAMILY
CONNECTIONS OUR
GRADUATES HAVE
TO THE NATIONS!

Esteban Armendariz
St. Paul Preparatory
School

Grant Doty
Faith Academy
Manila, Philippines

Jimena Escoto
Henry Sibley
High School

Plans for the fall:
Economics/Business
Universidad Catolica

Plans for the fall:
Math Education
Madison Area

Plans for the fall:
Special Education

Congo

Liberia

St. Cloud State University

USA

CALLED FROM
THE EAST,
THE WEST,
THE NORTH ,
AND THE SOUTH...

Post-Secondary Graduates:

SENT TO MAKE
Fabrice Lugali
Humboldt High School

Mayyadda Major
Breck School

Matthew Petschl
Central High School

Plans for the fall:
Electrical Engineering
Mankato State

Plans for the fall:
Pre-Law
Duke University
Durham, NC

Plans for the fall:
Computer Network
Engineering
at St. Paul College

Jamaica

Jamaica

Kwame Gayle
Macalester College

Jhanelle Latore
Macalester College

Major in Anthropology
& African Studies
Plans for next year:
Teach English in Japan

Major in Math
Statistics
Plans for the fall:
Work in New York City

Dominican
Republic

Luisa Paredes
Macalester College
Major in Biology
Community & Global Health

Plans for the fall:

Non-profit work in community
development in the Dom. Rep.

DISCIPLES OF
ALL NATIONS!

USA

Maggie Shaklee
Macalester College
Major in Linguistics
Plans for the fall:
Work in the family
business in Wisconsin
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Putting God in the Center of our Friendships
Is friendship developed when we give to or serve those in
need? My short answer: not by itself.
God may use giving just to begin to pry our hearts open.
It’s a good start to putting God first over the materialism
that tries to usurp the throne in our lives in the U.S., and
it prompts thankfulness to God for all He has given us,
instead of taking it for granted. And service opportunities,
such as the Winter Clothing Overflow of Blessing or
cosponsoring a refugee family, can provide an initial
contact with people we might not otherwise meet.
While there is value in simply meeting practical needs, the
greatest value comes when relationships and friendships
are formed. How does this come about? As I thought
about this, I realized that it requires two things: time and
mutuality.

develop. The other critical element is mutuality. This is
why I say that giving or serving will not lead to friendship by
itself. In fact, feeling indebted or feeling that the giving
is all one way can smother a chance for friendship.
How can we avoid one-way giving and move into
mutuality? As I mentioned above, we can accept offers
of hospitality. Most of what I have learned about hospitality
has been from non-Americans who have little, yet
graciously and generously give what they have. We can
listen and ask questions.
A neat example of mutuality happened several years ago
when we had a meal along with an Overflow of Blessing,
and two KaRen leaders gave a presentation so we could
learn some about KaRen history and culture. One little
beginning in mutuality and friendship is that the Lifestreams
prayer ministry has prayed with Bimla for healing.

I’ve been giving Bimla and Rudra a ride to church. Bimla
has invited me and/or my family for lunch afterward. After
the second or third time I ate there, her son wanted to show
me some photos of Nepal on the Internet and tell me about
them. Now his wife and I have had some little conversations in which she asks about my parents and how things
For example, some of us tutor or teach one night a week at are done in the U.S. She tells me about her culture.
SALT (Somali Adult Literacy Training). This is a valuable
Other examples of moving toward mutual friendships with
help for Somalis to learn more English, and it is the
the Bhutanese are hearing how much fun everyone had at
beginning of relationship with them. What has built
the sledding party (from ladies sledding in their traditional
friendships with the students the most is spending time
with them outside of class through activities such as visiting skirts to Pastor Kishor trying to stand up while he was
sledding) and seeing the friendships the Brady and Hill
in their homes.
girls are making. And how inspiring and challenging it is to
hear of Kajiman Gurung's standing for Jesus despite fierce
Once a year, we deliver Boxes of Love to the students’
persecution in Nepal and also of young Kiron’s passion for
apartments. But will we also accept an invitation to come
in, drink chai (tea), and be given something to eat? Will we evangelism.
not be driven by nervousness about silences due to the
If God is in the center of our friendships, we can expect
language barrier or a feeling that “I need to be doing
that He has things to teach us through each other. It takes
something”? Will we just be together with them? We may
humility to be open to those different from us, whether in
meet others in the family, and they often speak more
culture, background, or personality. Are we willing to invest
English. We have the opportunity to learn more about our
time, welcome mutuality, and let God use such friendships
students, their families, their experiences, and even to
to prompt us to conform more to His Kingdom culture than
share more seeds of the gospel.
just our own?
--Karen Underwood
In his sermon “Putting God First in Our Friendships,” Pastor
Sam Snyder mentioned rejoicing with those who rejoice
and weeping with those who weep. A number of us visited
one terminally ill student at various times. Even simply
sitting with her, at times without being able to communicate
verbally due to the language barrier, we could pray silently,
give a hug, and be with her relatives and friends who were
spending time and caring for her. I believe God used this in
the spiritual realm more than we could see.
We are blessed with much in the way of material things
here in the U.S. Though it may be a struggle to let go of
and give some of them, we often still have plenty. Probably
the biggest challenge, or sacrifice, is giving our time.

So, an investment of time is needed for friendships to
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Increasing Influence in Evangelism

Over the years, I have prayed for—not with—Mike and
Bob. We reached out to Mike’s wife while she was still
(Editor's note: To help us learn to put God in His place in our
alive. We invited her to our church and sent her Decision
friendships, we are reprinting Tom Oestreich's Fisherman's LIFE
article that appeared in the April 2009 BCF LIFEline. The article,
magazine as a way to influence her life. I have tried to be a
with its challenge for us to become people of irresistible influence, good neighbor to both Mike and Bob; I have tried to be a
reflects BCF's 2004 theme, "A Year of Increasing Influence,"
good example of what a Christian should be in practical
which was the focus of the LIFEline in which it appeared.)
ways. I have prayed for—not with—them and their households when I have cut their grass and snow-blown and
shoveled their walks.

Irresistible Influence

I have two neighbors, Mike and Bob (not their real names),
who stopped over recently. Both of them are great guys to
have as neighbors. To my knowledge, neither man attends
church.
Bob, who lives down the block, stopped over last month. I
was busy shoveling my driveway before supper on a very
cold, snowy night, and he wanted to discuss eschatology
(Eschatology: any system of doctrines concerning last, or
final, matters, as death, the Judgment, the future state, etc.
It is the branch of theology dealing with such matters).

I am a firm believer in Joshua 1:3: “Every place that the
sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I
said to Moses.” Also Deuteronomy 11:24 says, “Every
place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be
yours, from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the
river, the River Euphrates, even to the Western Sea
shall be your territory.”
ir⋅⋅re⋅⋅sist⋅⋅i⋅⋅ble, a. That which can not be successfully
resisted or opposed; superior to opposition; resistless;
overpowering; as, an irresistible attraction.
in⋅⋅flu⋅⋅ence, v. t. To control or move by power, physical or
moral; to affect by gentle action; to exert an influence upon;
to modify, bias, or sway; to move; to persuade; to induce.

The economic turbulence in our nation and a movie Bob
had seen had started him thinking. He stopped over to
ask me how I understood the world was going to end; he
wanted my opinion. Bob, according to his own words, isn’t
a religious man because he has seen too much hypocrisy.
But he said that he knew I was a minister, and he wanted
some answers on how I thought things were going to turn
out in the end.

I wonder if we forget that part of being used by God is
allowing Him to change us into vessels of Irresistible
Influence. This starts with loving God and then loving
others—I mean really loving others. And that is something
only God can do through us.
We pray for opportunities and seek opportunities. Then,
when they come, we can be thrown off because they don’t
As I stood in near blizzard-like conditions listening to Bob, I always seem to be connected to any particular action we
was humbled, wondering how I came to this position where have taken. Irresistible influence is something that comes
over time; it is earned, given by others and by God. It isn’t
Bob was asking me his questions. I did a whole lot more
dependent upon having a degree, writing a book, or having
listening than talking, not once leaning on information I
a street named after you. You can have influence right
learned from classes I have taken on eschatology. My
where you live—irresistible influence!
answers would need to wait; I wanted to hear what was
behind his questions. I still wondered why he had chosen
Each day we have opportunities to get to know our neighto ask me.
bors, families, co-workers, and those around us. I mean
really get to know them, not just superficially. They have
My next-door neighbor, Mike, stopped over today. “First
already experienced the superficial when they have walked
time I’ve ever been inside your house,” he said, as he
through the doors of a church, and they will have none of it.
walked into our kitchen. We’ve been in our house twentyfive years, and Mike has never been inside. Pretty sad. He They have had it, and they aren’t buying any more. They
has been to our yard, in our yard, placed items on our back want real, authentic examples of God’s love, and they will
porch, snow-blown our sidewalks and driveway, but he has cling to anyone who will model belief in it.
never been inside our house. “You guys are always gone
or going someplace,” he said. “I never seem to catch you at My friends, we need to become people of Irresistible
Influence. These are the days to become completely
home.”
irresistible so that we can be the vessels God uses to draw
What makes this even sadder for me is the fact that we live others to His lavish love. These are the days for us to live
on a corner; Mike is the only one who lives next door to me, our lives with the love of Christ so transparently that people
will have a hard time choosing to go to hell. These are the
and he’s never been inside my house until today!
days to awake and rise up!
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Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory
of the Lord is risen upon you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth. And deep darkness the
people; But the Lord will arise over you. And His
glory will be seen upon you. The Gentiles shall
come to your light; And kings to the brightness of
your rising. --Isaiah 60:1-3 (NKJV)

day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Mark 13:32,
NKJV).
The apostle Paul said: “And do this, knowing the time,
that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now
our salvation is nearer than when we first believed”
(Romans 13:11, NKJV).

--Tom Oestreich
Each day is a precious gift from God. We don’t know how
many days we have left or how long this old earth can keep © 2009 River of Hope Ministries
All Rights Reserved
going on. There are no guarantees that tomorrow will
come. None of us, with all of our perfect theology, is able to
predict when Christ will return. Jesus said, “But of that
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Friendship: The Glue of Life and Ministry
(Editor's note: At our request, Alan Ross, who provides
prophetic oversight for BCF, has written the following article
on God's place in our friendships. We believe that you will
be challenged and encouraged by his thoughts concerning
God's purpose to work in our lives through our friendships.)
It is an honor to write for the BCF in-house magazine.
Friendship—the theme you have given—is so close to
my heart. It is certainly a topic that acts as the glue of our
lives and ministry. A well- known statement that's worth
repeating is: “When the crowd leaves, all we are left with
is faith, family and FRIENDS.”
So much comes to mind. I recall the Lord speaking to me
personally around four years ago: "Friendships are all
about levels, circles, and overlaps." That will preach!
Another thought: Three perspectives on friendship?
Yesterday people, today people, and tomorrow people.
What brings motion to these three categories? Transition.
(Ouch!)
From childhood, friendship has meant a lot to me. To this
day, I retain a childlike innocence in entering friendships.
I met a fellow pupil, George, on my first day of school in
August 1964. He is still a friend today. Indeed, I have a
large selection of friendships with people I have known
many years.

relationships simply end.
This experience repeated
itself in 2004/5. The Lord
has great purpose in such
experiences.
My wife, Margot, and I are
married twenty-one years.
The moment we met, a deep friendship began, and that
has been the basis of our relationship. I jokingly say that
infatuation is the Lord’s way of “conning” people into
getting married. After the ceremony, the real journey into
love and friendship begins at a deeper level.
All of ministry development and growth has come through
friendship. Indeed, as I reflect on my ministry spread over
sixteen nations, friendship has clearly been the pathway
leading me to so many God-ordained situations. Indeed,
I recall getting an e-mail from a certain Pastor Jim Olson,
who had heard of me from a mutual friend, Dave Ogren.
Could we meet? I reflect often on that meeting in Maple
Grove, sitting across a diner table with Pastor Jim and
Cary Kimmel and experiencing the birth of two wonderful
relationships that have spanned six years with lots of fruit
to show.

I consider Pastor Jim a precious friend who has walked
with me through some very painful episodes of my own life.
We have rejoiced together and mourned together. Cary has
I had something of a “midlife” crisis when I was 28. I served been a wonderful prophetic friend. I have said repeatedly
the Lord on the mission field over 1987, and on leaving, the that no one processes their prophetic journey like Cary.
The last six years at BCF has proven to be a time of
Lord led me into a very painful period of “growing up.” I
'listening, learning, and growing amongst you as a church
struggled terribly to come to terms with the fact that so
many people I had known over my life span had moved on. family. Thank you for trusting and loving me. The best is
yet to be.
I did not even notice this until it was too late, and I recall
--Alan Ross
feeling very lonely. The dominant lesson that emerged from
that experience was the need for the occasional
“relationship cull.” In other words, in one sweep many
Page 7
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When God Brings Men to His Place
About ten years ago, three brothers and I started meeting
as a men's group, and it has been a gathering where we
are always putting God in His place. Well...actually, He’s
already there, putting us in His place.
I’ve said many times that our group is very much like the
two men on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). The
two men were talking about all the things they had just
witnessed and heard about Jesus. They were talking with
each other, trying to understand what had happened, both
in Jesus’ death and in hearing that He had been seen alive.
In the middle of their talking about Him, Jesus Himself
walked into their conversation. That was an amazing place.
It was God's place, and it was so amazing that the two men
remarked about how their hearts burned as they were
there.
The story tells about Jesus coming and walking along with
the men, as though He suddenly became a part of their
discussion. I believe that Jesus was there all along, and
He brought them to God's place, where their hearts were
burning for Him. Our men's group comes together twice a
month, and we try to understand what is happening in our
lives. In the middle of our discussion, it seems as though
Jesus suddenly appears. I have come to realize that we did
not bring Him to our place, but He actually brought each of
us to His place.

each of our relationships. By regularly coming together, we
have become intimate with each other’s relationships with
God. We have grown closer together. We have seen that
we have the same desire to know God more.
We comfort each other with God’s comfort. He gives us His
comfort and intends for us to give it to each other.
[God] comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. --2 Corinthians 1:4
Again and again God brings us back to Himself, to know
Him and to receive from Him what He has for us to give to
each other, to lift each other up so that we keep turning to
Him.
But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may
not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen
your brothers. Luke 22:32
So many things happen when we are faithful in meeting
regularly.
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:25
God has been faithful in bringing our men's group together
and uniting us. He has been faithful in giving us what we
need. He has been powerful in drawing us closer together,
to become more intimate by being more intimate with Him.

When our men's group originally came together, it was to
encourage each other to lead lives of purity. It wasn’t for us
to become pure on our own, but to become pure by meeting Not one of us could have created what God has created in
together in Jesus' name. Jesus was the center. He was the our men’s group. Not one of us could have created the love
He has created in our relationships with each other. This all
real reason we came together and still come together.
comes from God being put in His place, at the center of our
Purity was one of many things that Jesus has been working men’s group
in us as we regularly meet. We have also become friends;
--Duane Perry
we have become brothers. I’m not sure that we would have
naturally become friends without Jesus being the center of

studentL
LIFE
“Radiaters” Sound Off on Friendships within Youth Group!
I conducted a brief interview with some of the youth group kids, asking them how they felt about friendships within
Radiate Youth Group. It was so encouraging to hear what they had to say! I hope you are encouraged too.
Alicia Beyer: “We are free to be honest, open, connected. It's great!”
Katrina Mellin, Clare Olson: “We are super close. We feel so connected. It's fun to hang out and get to know one
another, instead of wondering who people really are.”
Fabrice Laurence: “Youth group is the place where I have developed love. It's great to come and get hugs, see people
you connect with. I feel welcome.”
Cali Mellin, Kendra Pankow: “It's good to see more guys coming. For a while there, it was all girls. We are more
integrated.”
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Let's Put Jesus at the Center
of Our Friendships
God said in Genesis 2:18, “It is not good that man should
be alone” (New King James Version). We were born with
a deep desire to be connected to others. God’s plan is for
us to be in relationships. Isolation is the main cause of
depression and despair. Throughout the Old Testament,
God was seeking and preparing a group of people to be
separate from the world, with Him at the center, so that He
could reveal His glory in and through them. Jesus is doing
this in New Testament times through you and me and our
friendships.
There are many benefits of choosing friends wisely.
Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron, so a man
sharpens the countenance of his friend” (NKJV). In this
verse, Solomon teaches us that godly friendships sharpen
us and cause our countenance to reveal the glory of God.
First Corinthians 15:33 says, “Evil company corrupts good
habits” (NKJV). Godly friends promote good habits; many
versions use the word lifestyle instead of habits.
Do not be mistaken brothers and sisters. You will become
like those with whom you spend time and fellowship.
Judas, one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, began to befriend
the scribes and Pharisees because money was at the
center of his life. It resulted in betrayal, anguish, and
eventual suicide. With Jesus Christ at the center we will
carefully and prayerfully choose our friends, and we will
spur each other to grow closer to Him as we grow closer
to one another. God’s glory and favor will be upon us.

went about preaching, teaching, and fulfilling the Great
Commission of Jesus. When their times of trials and
tribulations came, they could draw strength from each
other. A great example of Christ being at the center of
friendship is found in Acts 16, which tells how Paul and
Silas were severely beaten and their clothes ripped off.
They were thrown into the inner part of the prison, in what
we now call “solitary confinement” in our prisons.
Acts 16:25 says, “At midnight Paul and Silas prayed and
sang praises unto God” (King James Version). Suddenly
a great earthquake happened, and the foundations of the
prison were shaken. The doors opened, and everyone’s
bonds were loosed. Friendship with Christ at the center
led to strength and encouragement for Paul and Silas,
freedom for all the others in prison with them, and the
glorious conversion of the jailer and his whole family.
Doesn’t this make you want to put Jesus at the center of
your friendships?
When Jesus called Lazarus forth from the dead in John
11:43, the next thing He said to His friends was “You loose
him.” Lazarus’ condition just after his resurrection was like
people in the church being bound with grave clothes of
addiction, fear, and low self-esteem. Jesus looks to us,
their friends, and says, “With Me at the center, you set
them free.” Let’s do it, church!
Just before the Crucifixion Jesus gathered His disciples
together and instructed them to stay connected to Him and
each other. In John 15:12 He said, “Love one another as I
have loved you” (NKJV). I love you brothers and sisters;
let’s let Jesus have His way in our friendships.

Paul and Silas, with Christ at the center of their friendship,

--Jim Hafiz

Isaac Hernandez: “It's exciting to see more people coming. I can talk to anybody about
anything going on in my life and not feel uncomfortable. I know they will support me.”
Gracie Gaitan: “I think of our group as quality, not necessarily quantity. We are all quality
people who are committed to seeking God and being honest and open with each other.
We are working through things together and pushing each other toward God.”
Kevin Berry: “Friendships are growing. It's all about talking and understanding, communication and respect. This is an
area we can all learn to grow in more.”
Kendra Pankow: “I think our connectedness has to do with having personal encounters with God together, striving for that
goal and encouraging each other toward it. When you are meeting with God together, you can't help but form those
bonds.”
We are so thankful for the Holy Spirit's work in the Radiate Youth Group! Please pray that God will continue to use the
group dynamic as “iron sharpens iron.”
--Hannah Clark
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An Experience of Friendship, Care,
and Healing
A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is
a friend who sticks closer than a brother. --Proverbs 18:24
When I was asked to write about putting God first in
friendships, I immediately thought, “Me? Friendships?”
Friendships have never been a big focus in my journey,
nor have I had a very large circle of friends.
I was never very good at staying in touch and getting
together with friends. There were always the challenges
of the business and family life. When I get emotionally
stressed, my coping methods are usually to get busy, get
things done, and go work out. I have now realized that
these are short-term solutions, and they do not work
anymore.

You can read the writing on the wall. I did not expect it, for
I survived each day, and I was invincible. There was no
time for friends, no time for small talk. I could not even
enjoy social gatherings. In the evenings, after my son had
his meltdown, afraid to go to sleep, I tried to keep a journal
of notes to God. It was the beginning of my personal
relationship with the Lord. I hated my life and did not know
how I was going to be able to change it. I started to ask the
Lord to help me with this mess, but I realize now that I did
not have time to listen.
About the third year after Ron’s stroke, I began to hit the
wall physically, emotionally, and mentally. Finally able to
start a long grieving process, I spent about one year in
depression. I tried to embrace this time for reflection,
healing, and soul searching. I felt vulnerable, like I was
stripped of my talents. My solutions were to try small
segments of meditation (qigong) to get my mind to rest
and manage the stress, but that was not enough. The Lord
put fellowship on my mind many times, but my flesh would
respond, “No time.”

As I reflect upon my life, I can now see how I developed
these worldly patterns. Growing up with nearly all boys, I
am very competitive and physically active. My Europeanimmigrant parents, who both survived World War II, did not
One day, a woman at my previous church told me that
know how to express, let alone discuss, emotional subjects
God wanted her to tell me something. She had seen me in
(Thank the Lord, they do now!). They related to me with
tears every Sunday and had prayed with me for our son.
“tough love.”
Now she was in tears as she said, “God wants to have a
closer relationship with you!” That message continues to
In adolescence I experienced years of sexual abuse and
resonate loudly in my mind to this day as I struggle with my
began a ten-to-fifteen-year struggle with eating-disorder
flesh’s response of “No time.”
behavior and compulsive exercise. I wondered what was
so great about being female. Girlfriends just wanted to talk,
As the economy hit bottom, business declined, and
and I did not have time to talk about “stuff.” So, needless
suddenly my schedule opened a bit (how ironic!). This left
to say, I continued to “stuff,” stay busy, and party.
me with a feeling of relief and worry. God nudged, and
Ron encouraged me to spend more time with my few good
Oh yes, God was in my life as a Savior, intellectually
friends. I tried to schedule dates, and once I got there, I felt
speaking, but not as a Friend. My life was always fed
the healing.
intellectually by therapy, books, and more therapy. I
understood why I did what I did, but I would not give up
I started to understand my need for friendship with God and
control and ask the Holy Spirit to fill my soul. I never knew
other women. My good friend, Rachael Huyck, led me to
God wanted that type of relationship.
the Mom’s Life Group at BCF on Thursday nights. I was
amazed at how the Holy Spirit was working within these
About six years ago my husband, Ron, had a massive
women, and I wanted to experience the same thing. I had
stroke immediately after prostate-cancer surgery. The
an incredible year with the Mom’s Group, growing closer to
stroke, which was due to an undetected congenital heart
the Lord in mind, spirit, and strength. I experienced rest,
defect, left him unable to speak a single word and made
love, friendship, and most importantly, care and healing
him permanently dependent. This threw me into desperathat I desperately needed. Interestingly, I never felt my
tion and fear. Ron had to go into open-heart surgery to
time was wasted on “stuff.”
repair his heart six months after the stroke. His life became
years of therapy, rest, and a new journey with Christ. Our
Last June we started attending services at BCF. We have
lovely son, only in kindergarten at that time, was so angry
never left, and we are members here since February. My
and afraid that his dad would die on any given day.
prayer is to continue strengthening my relationship with
Jesus Christ with the help of the Holy Spirit. In John 15:15,
For a while, I was proud of my organizational skills,
Jesus said, “I have called you friends, for everything that I
determination, efficiency, and energy to keep our business
learned from the Father I have made known to you.”
running and our house and yard maintained and also to
take care of our son and my husband, cooking, phone
God continues to heal and guide us through others. I have
calls, bills...UGH! Then I began to resent everything.
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become a closer friend to my mom and would like to renew
my friendship with my loving husband, Ron. Please pray
for us. Even though there is an ongoing struggle between
God’s will for us and what is of this world, I do know that
God wants to be a part of it all if we invite Him.
--Christine Bluemke

“I Can Count on All My Bethel Sisters”
How natural it is that I should feel as I do about you,
for you have a very special place in my heart. We
have shared together the blessings of God…Only
God knows how deep is my love and longing for
you—with the tenderness of Jesus Christ. My prayer
for you is that you will overflow more and more with
love for others, and at the same time keep growing
in spiritual knowledge and insight. Philippians 1: 7-9

Bluemke, to attend Women’s Life. I desired for her to have
a place to experience deep, Christ-centered friendships,
prayer, fun and a chance to have some time away just for
herself. I was confident that she would be embraced just
as I was. It was wonderful to have my dear friend with me
at Bethel, and through that experience, she and her family
made the decision to make Bethel their church family as
well. I know that I can count on all my Bethel sisters as I
walk this journey here on earth, no matter what comes my
way.
--Rachael Huyck
A mirror reflects a man’s face, but what he’s really
like is shown by the kind of friends he chooses.
--Proverbs 27:10

“Play Dates” with Christ at the Center

About four years ago I contacted Carole Pankow, the twin
sister of an old friend, to see if Bethel had a women’s
Bible study. After several years away from Bible Study
Fellowship, I was hungry to grow in the Lord in the
fellowship of other women. I started attending Mom’s Life
Group on Friday mornings. Even though I wasn’t attending
Bethel at the time, I was wholeheartedly welcomed, loved,
and cared for by an amazing group of women.

In the fall of 2009, Sara Howard and I saw a need for
stay-at-home moms and their kids to get together on a
regular basis for “play dates.” We got permission to meet
at Bethel, and before we knew it, our group blossomed into
something great. We meet every other Thursday at 10:30
a.m. in the Veggie Kids Room and typically have around
eight moms and twelve-plus kids. In the summers we meet
at parks and coffee shops all around the metro area.

I praised God for bringing me to a place with other moms
who sacrificially loved the Lord and others and were
intently seeking the will of God and the godly counsel of
others in the struggles of being a wise, godly woman/
parent/wife/friend. I was constantly amazed by the depths
of our discussions, the relevance of our topics to our lives,
the true acceptance of one another, and the level of
honesty and “realness” in which we could grow together
as sisters in Christ.

Our kids range from two months to four years old. Most of
the “playing” is really just babies crying, toddlers dumping
out toys and grinding cheerios and peanut butter sandwiches into the carpet, and the boys fighting over Hot
Wheel cars and trucks. It’s obvious to us moms that this
play group is almost more for us than it is for them at
times. It’s two mornings a month when we can look forward
to the messes being made somewhere else and to having
hot coffee to sip on with other tired mommas who need
some adult interaction and understanding ears.

In December 2008, when I unexpectedly ended up in the
hospital with blood clots, my Bethel sisters visited me and
prayed for me. When Mom’s Life became Women’s Life
and moved to Thursday evenings, Carole finally got the
chance to join us too, and it was great to connect further
with her.
It was hard to leave our former church of sixteen years,
but we felt the Lord calling us to worship in our own
neighborhood and to find a place where our boys could
fully participate. It was a natural fit to come to Bethel,
where I had already been growing in friendships, and
where we knew the commitment to the Word, prayer, and
racial reconciliation. Little by little I was becoming more
involved at Bethel, with the Mom's/Women’s Life Group,
church activities, and teaching Sunday school to the
preschoolers.

You don’t hear husband bashing, negative talk about
difficult children, or gossip at our group. We talk about
how our weeks are going and how our children are making
us laugh (and sometimes cry!). We share about how God
is moving and what we need prayer for. What binds us
together is the fact that we all rely on God our Father to
direct us and guide us as young moms with young babes.
Christ is the center of our gatherings and the relationships
we are building. We lift each other up in a way that glorifies
Him.
But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint. --Isaiah 40:31, King James Version
--Sierra Hegstrom

Last year, I invited my very close friend, Christine
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growingL
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Nursery, Growing Church, & Kingdom Kids

Dressing for Friendship!
In Kingdom Kids this year, we have been walking through the Bible, praying together, and learning how to wear robes
of righteousness and how to put on the full armor of God. Our theme verse has been Colossians 3:12:
As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.
As we review the lessons each week, we have been encouraging and challenging each other to walk this verse out in
our daily lives, at home, at school, and at play. Kingdom Kids have been asked and have taught each other how to






Be compassionate (comforting and sharing in the grief/suffering of others)
Be kind (look for chances to do random acts of kindness and be the first to help)
Show humility (put others first, serve with a servant’s heart)
Be gentle (consider how your actions and words affect others)
Be patient (wait your turn, slow down, listen)

Friendships grow in Kingdom Kids. We have seen students connecting with each other, reaching out to welcome
newcomers, playing and praying with those who may, at first glance, be “different.” They are learning the value of being
a friend and what that looks like in action and attitude. A few of our Kingdom Kids were asked to respond to the following
questions:

Mark S.
(2nd grade)
Eubulus G.
(2nd grade)
Grace U.
(1st grade)
Daniel C.
(Kindergarten)
Shekina R
(2nd grade)

How do you show friendship to others?

How do others show friendship to you?

I can help others and be nice to them.
I can be nice to them and play with them.

They do the things I like to do. They help me
and are nice to me.
Kids pay attention to me and are nice.

I can encourage and help them. I can say “Hi”
and play with new kids.
I like people. I can let them go first in a game
or food line.
I let them choose the game to play. I respect
others.

They help me do the right thing and comfort
me when I’m scared or sad.
They let me do things first or share their toys
with me.
They play with me, smile at me, and say “Hi”
to me.

Words of wisdom! These comments represent the attitudes of many of our Kingdom Kids who are so willing to be a
friend to others.
Consider the parable of the wedding banquet in Matthew 22:1-14. Jesus tells us that the kingdom of heaven is like the
king who has prepared a wedding feast for his son. He sends his servants to invite many to join in the celebration, but
several guests refuse to come. Some try to show up wearing their finest outer garments, but they are turned away
because they have not dressed properly. The ones who are able to enjoy the celebration are those who accept the
invitation (salvation) and come dressed appropriately (wearing true beauty, with hearts of worship).
Our Kingdom Kids are truly becoming ambassadors for Christ. They have learned that it matters very little how you look
on the outside. It matters very little in the Kingdom if you wear the “right” brand of clothes, have the latest fashion-trend
item, or have the best and latest gadget or toy. It is how you “dress your heart” that really matters.
Are YOU dressed up to be a friend?
--Carole Pankow
Kingdom Kids Teacher
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How a Worship Team Practices Friendship
How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in
unity! Psalm 133:1
The last time our worship team met to practice for Sunday worship, we
were missing a few members. This isn’t unusual. Everyone has busy
lives, and sometimes there are scheduling conflicts. When the whole
team isn’t there, you expect the practice to be a bit rough around the
edges, but this time it was more so than usual. I couldn’t find harmonies
for some of the songs, and we were having trouble finding the correct
rhythm. Halfway through, we all acknowledged how much harder it was
to get through the set without everyone on the team present. There was
definitely something missing!

Therefore, if you have any encouragement from being united
with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing
in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my
joy complete by being like minded, having the same love, being
one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition
or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others. In your relationships with one another,
have the same attitude of mind Christ Jesus had: Who, being in
very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to
be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. And being found in appearance as a human being, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on
a cross!

As I said, it isn’t unusual that some team members are unable to come.
So what made this time so much harder? After reflecting on this, I have
come to the conclusion that we have grown as a team and have come to
depend on one another. We found that we don’t function as well without Putting God first in our friendships means that we come to worship team
practice and Sunday worship to serve rather than be served—to serve
the missing members.
God, to serve one another, to serve the congregation. There is no place
In many ways, our worship team is a microcosm of the larger body of
for selfish ambition or vanity, but there is lots of room for expressing love
Christ. In principle, putting God first in our friendships on our team
for one another and for becoming one in spirit and in mind (and this can
should mean putting into practice the same things that Scripture teaches take work). So we have learned to listen to each other. We listen to each
regarding the church as a whole. So how do we as a team put God first other’s parts, to each other’s suggestions, to each other’s concerns. We
in our friendships? What does it look like?
pray for one another.
First, we are the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12). The apostle Paul As “each part does its work,” we have learned more about ourselves
speaks of Christ as the Head and the church as his body. This metaphor and each other. There are extroverts and introverts on our worship
illustrates that Christ and His church are united; they are one. And
team, but I would guess that all of us have, at one time or another, felt
because we are one, Christ’s concerns become the church’s concerns. exposed and vulnerable. The Head—Christ—holds us all together and
In the same way, as a worship team, our first desire is to learn what is
provides the place where we all can grow, where each person can be
on the heart of God and seek to bring that to each worship service.
built up in love. In the opportunity to discover and practice using our own
Individually and corporately, we endeavor to listen to the Holy Spirit
gifts, we also discover other’s gifts and how we might fit together and
and follow the Spirit’s leading.
support each other.
In Ephesians 4:15-16 Paul said:

Each person on our worship team comes with something to give,
be it their skill, a scripture, a prayer, or direction for the worship
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up
(1 Corinthians 14:26). Paul spoke very wisely when he said, “On the
into him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispenbody, joined and held together by every supporting ligament,
sable…” (1 Corinthians 12:22). An example of this is our team of sound
grows and builds itself up in love as each part does its work.
technicians. They work in the back, and most people don’t see them
As the body of Christ, not only are we connected to the Head, but we
during a service. But when the sound malfunctions, it’s like trying to walk
are all connected to one another. In the same way that the church cares with your shoes tied together—not impossible, but very difficult! Our
about what is important to God, the members of the worship team care sound technicians are an indispensable part of the body!
about each other’s concerns. Let’s face it. When you meet with a group
Finally, when we put God first, we reap far more than we sow; we reap
of people as often as we do, you will see real people living real lives,
the blessings of unity. I feel like I am the beneficiary of the gifts of my
and it isn’t all pretty.
team members. I am edified, I feel blessed and “poured into”, and filled
We don't just leave our individual lives at the sanctuary door when it is
up following both our practices and the time of worship on Sunday
time for our worship team to practice. Like everyone else, we have
mornings. Our worship team has become a safe place for each member
periods of frustration and misunderstanding, difficult circumstances,
to grow in the use of their gifts, a safe place to use their strengths. It is
and reasons to celebrate. In all these times, there has been opportunity also a safe place to make mistakes, express weakness, be vulnerable,
to support, pray for, and rejoice with each other. On those days when I and ask for and receive prayer. It quickly becomes obvious that we can’t
have shown up with a very heavy heart, I have been the recipient of love do it all alone. We need each other. More than that, the whole is so
and care from others on the team.
much better than the individual parts. The particular flavor and sound of
each person is unique, and we have come to depend on each one. It’s
The apostle Paul talks a lot about community life. At the heart of
just not the same when one member is missing.
Kingdom living—and therefore Kingdom relationships—is seeking to
have the same attitude as Jesus. In Philippians 2:1-8 Paul wrote,
--Liz Beyer
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My friends have, more times than I can count, dropped
everything and listened to me and prayed with me and for
me. Meals have been delivered to me. I have been taken to
Some of the deepest relationships I have are with other
the doctor, and I have been taken to the hospital on the
members of the Lifestreams Prayer Ministry. There is
something about ministering together as a team that brings coldest day of the year. I have received help with chores at
home and with the planting of my garden. My friends have
you close together. There is a commitment and a mutual
sat with in the ER. They check up on me on a regular
understanding that I have found nowhere else. We build
basis, encourage me, and hold me up in prayer. These
each other up, genuinely love one another, and watch out
friends are Jesus with skin on to me.
for one another.

Friendships Formed through Prayer

There have been times when we have laid down our lives
for one another. In this sense, it means sacrificing our time
and plans to be there. There have been many nights when
some have stayed late to minister to other team members.
We rejoice with each other and we also mourn. Finally, we
honor one another above ourselves.
I remember a time when I was going through a major
spiritual battle. Friends who are also a part of the prayer
team were there for me on a spiritual as well as practical
level. One of them gave me a ride home, and another let
me stay at her house for several days. Most importantly,
they were battling for me in prayer. I could also call a close
friend very early in the morning and ask for prayer—and
not have her mad at me the next day! This happened more
than once! Without that help, I do not know how I would
have come through that time.
Here are more testimonies of how friendships have
impacted other members of the prayer team:

Sharon Willson: One characteristic of good friendship is
the ability to be honest and open without judgment or
rejection. The Lifestreams Prayer Ministry is a safe place
where one can be open with a team of prayer partners
without fear. No matter what is shared, it becomes a matter
of prayer, not a matter for judgment—and it will go no
further. Being involved in this ministry means that I have a
haven, people who are open to listening to my concerns,
people who care and pray.
During the past few years, when I have struggled with very
difficult circumstances in my life and family, the prayer
team became a lifeline. When I struggled with not wanting
to come to church, with questions of faith, and with feelings
of disappointment and pain, the one place I could go and
feel safe was the Monday evening prayer times. Talking
with Jean and Stan before prayer, relaxing in His presence,
taking my mind off my own situation, and listening to God in
intercession for others—all these things helped keep my
heart alive and connected with my Father. Sometimes all I
could do was sit and soak in His presence. It was enough,
more than enough. It was what I needed.

Alina Weidell: On Monday nights, lives are touched,
transformed, renewed, and blessed. So are the lives of the
prayer team. My life has been enriched not only by soaking I thank God for the Lifestreams Prayer Ministry, for the
in the presence of the Lord that is always present, but also healing and deliverance others receive from it, for the
fact that Jesus ALWAYS shows up. I thank God for the
by getting to know the prayer warriors.
friendships I have made, for the other people who are
faithfully there every week, and for their love and support
On several occasions, although it was already late and
for me personally. I don’t know where I would be without
the prayer ministers were tired after being in prayer
them.
appointments, they prayed for me when I personally
needed prayer. They made me feel like my problems
Everyday we are thankful to the Lord for how He has
were their problems too. Just like the life of a body, when
one member suffers, all feel it; when one rejoices, all share formed this team and how He protects the bonds and unity
we share. I couldn’t have asked for better friends!
the joy. I feel particularly blessed by this giving spirit that
motivates the team to give time and prayers so they can
bless and be blessed.
--Tiffany Good
Joan Krey: I have numerous acquaintances in my life, but
the relationships formed with those in the prayer ministry
are precious to me. I now know what it means to have
deep abiding friendships. I trust in and am cared for by my
sisters and brothers in the prayer ministry in ways I would
never have imagined. There is a bond that comes from
being in the trenches of spiritual warfare together. Praying
for one another is a labor of love. Friends from the prayer
ministry hold me up in prayer and, in love, tell me what I
need to know, not what I want to hear.
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A Scripture Immersion Experience

9/18/2011
9/25/2011
10/2/2011
10/9/2011
10/16/2011
10/23/2011
10/30/2011
11/6/2011
11/13/2011
11/20/2011

Date
1/09/2011
1/16/2011
1/23/2011
1/30/2011
2/6/2011
2/13/2011
2/20/2011
2/27/2011
3/6/2011
3/13/2011
3/20/2011
3/27/2011
4/3/2011
4/10/2011
4/17/2011
4/24/2011
5/1/2011
5/8/2011
5/15/2011
5/22/2011
5/29/2011
6/5/2011

Meeting/Discussion
This Week’s Reading:
Celebration Orientation Matthew
Matthew
Mark
Mark
Luke
Luke
John
NO MEETING
None
John
Acts
Acts
Romans
Romans
1 Cor. - 2 Cor.
1 Cor. - 2 Cor.
Galatians - 2 Thess.
Galatians - 2 Thess.
1 Timothy - Hebrews
1 Timothy - Hebrews
James - Jude
James - Jude
Revelation
Revelation
None
NT Reflection
None
How we Got our Bible
Genesis 1 - 25
EASTER SUNDAY
None
Genesis 1-25
Genesis 26-50
Genesis 26-50
Exodus
Exodus
Leviticus
Leviticus
Numbers
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy
None
SUMMER HIATUS FROM 6/12/11 - 9/11/11
The Historical Books
Joshua
Joshua
Judges - Ruth
Judges - Ruth
1 Samuel
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
1 Kings
2 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra-Nehemiah-Esther
Ezra-Nehemiah-Esther
None
24 Chapters
25 Chapters
31 Chapters
24 Chapters
22 Chapters
25 Chapters
29 Chapters
36 Chapters
33 Chapters
XXX

Length
28 Chapters
16 Chapters
24 Chapters
21 Chapters
XXX
28 Chapters
16 Chapters
29 Chapters
28 Chapters
27 Chapters
21 Chapters
22 Chapters
XXX
XXX
25 Chapters
XXX
25 Chapters
40 Chapters
27 Chapters
36 Chapters
34 Chapters
XXX

Reading through the scriptures together beginning in January, 2011

Saturate:

At 6:00 PM on Sunday evenings we will come together for a time of small group discussion so that we
can encourage each other with the things we have been hearing from our time with the Lord. Please
join us in the Fellowship Hall at Bethel’s St. Paul site.

At this printing we have read and discussed 19 of the 27 New Testament books of the Bible as a
congregation. It’s been wonderful, and we would love for you to join us! There is no pressure to
participate, no reprimand if you should ever miss a portion, no testing involved to see what you have
learned . . . Just a heartfelt invitation. God is going to do great things among us as we spend time
corporately in His word.

SATURATE: A SCRIPTURE IMMERSION EXPERIENCE: It has been reported that fewer than 10%
of professing Christians have ever read the entire Bible. The purpose of this endeavor is to help you
to become part of that elusive 10%. The pace we have set will be challenging for some. We will be
reading large portions of Scripture - usually five or six chapters a day, five or six days a week. This
kind of Bible reading cannot be accomplished in a few minutes of spare time. It will need to become
an intentional priority. This endeavor will require rigor from those who participate, but the rewards will
benefit you for the rest of your life.

Meeting/Discussion
Reading Assignment
Length
HOLIDAY/THEME SUNDAY HIATUS 11/27/11 - 1/8/12
1/15/2012 Wisdom Literature
Job
42 Chapters
1/22/2012 Job
Psalms 1-41
41 Chapters
1/29/2012 Psalms 1-41
Psalms 42-72
31 Chapters
2/5/2012 Psalms 42-72
Psalms 73-106
34 Chapters
2/12/2012 Psalms 73-106
Psalms 107-150
44 Chapters
2/19/2012 Psalms 107-150
Proverbs
31 Chapters
2/26/2012 Proverbs
Ecclesiastes/Song
20 Chapters
3/4/2012 Ecclesiastes/Song
None
XXX
3/11/2012 The Prophets
Isaiah 1-39
39 Chapters
3/18/2012 Isaiah 1/39
Isaiah 40-66
27 Chapters
3/25/2012 Isaiah 40-66
Jeremiah 1-29
29 Chapters
4/1/2012 Jeremiah 1-29
Jer. 30-52/Lamentations 27 Chapters
4/8/2012 EASTER SUNDAY
None
XXX
4/15/2012 Jer. 30-52/Lamentations Ezekiel
48 Chapters
4/22/2012 Ezekiel
Daniel
12 Chapters
4/29/2012 Daniel
Hosea/Joel/Amos
26 Chapters
5/6/2012 Hosea/Joel/Amos
Obadiah/Jonah/Micah
12 Chapters
5/13/2012 Obadiah/Jonah/Micah
Nahum/Habakkuk/Zeph 9 Chapters
5/20/2012 Nahum/Habakkuk/Zeph Haggai/Zech/Malachi
20 Chapters
5/27/2012 Haggai/Zech/Malachi
None
XXX
6/3/2012 From Malachi to Matthew None
XXX
CELEBRATION
6/10/2012 SUNDAY
None
XXX

Date

ken’sKORNER
Gracious Expressions of Friendship
Thirty-five years ago, in late May 1976, my wife, Sharon,
and I and our eleven-month-old son, Paul, moved to St.
Paul and became part of Bethel Christian Fellowship (then
known as Bethel Temple). We came here at the invitation
of Lloyd Jacobsen, BCF's former pastor, who had been
my pastor when I was a teenager in the northern Iowa
community of Estherville. I will be forever grateful for the
friendship and care he extended to us in his ministry as
our pastor.

very graciously, packed our family of four in with their two
sons.
Dave and Lynda took us home from church that Sunday,
and we invited them to share our noon meal with us.
After we ate together, we had a “house church” meeting
together because bitterly cold wind chills had forced the
cancellation of our Sunday evening service. It was a
special time of fellowship that Sharon and I treasure.

As the years passed and our children grew older, we
began to witness what Agur, son of Jakeh, described in
Proverbs 30:18-19 as one of four things he could not
understand: “the way of a man with a maiden.” Dave
and Lynda's son Jon began to show an interest in our
But Pastor Jacobsen and his wife, Janna, were not the
daughter, Rachel, and on May 16, 1998, they were
only ones to show friendship to us. Many other brothers
and sisters in the BCF family have blessed us with tangible married. Once again, Dave and Lynda graciously blessed
us, this time with their generous help for the wedding
expressions of Christ's love the past thirty-five years. In
expenses we, as the bride's parents, were expected to
this LIFEline issue devoted to God's place in our friendships, I would like to give special honor to Dave and Lynda pay. And now, as friends who are also related through
the marriage of our children, we share two precious
Larson, two longtime BCF members who have shown us
granddaughters: Kiera Joy and Kadria Grace Larson.
friendship from the very beginning of our time here.
Before we had been here a month, Dave and Lynda invited
us to their home in Inver Grove Heights one Sunday noon.
We spent a most enjoyable Sunday afternoon with them,
enjoying the warmth of their welcome and becoming
acquainted with their five-year-old son Jonathan and
his joke book. Jon, as we came to call him, was in the
kindergarten Sunday school class Sharon began teaching
shortly after we came to BCF.

The friendship Sharon and I have enjoyed with Dave and
Lynda reminds me of the friendship Jesus desires to have
with each of us. Just as Dave and Lynda invited us to
come to their home for a noon meal one Sunday almost
thirty-five years ago, the Lord Jesus invites us to come to
Him, “the bread of life” (John 6:35). Furthermore, just as
Dave and Lynda readily accepted us in our surprise visit
that Memorial Day many years ago, Jesus promises that
“whoever comes to me I will never drive away” (John 6:37).

That June Sunday afternoon was the first of many times
of blessing we have enjoyed with Dave and Lynda. One
Memorial Day a few years later, when we were returning
from a visit to Sharon's parents in eastern Iowa, we
stopped by Dave and Lynda's house without any warning.
They had invited some other church friends to their home
that day, and they graciously invited us to join them for the
barbecued steak they were preparing.

And just as Dave and Lynda have helped us in times of
need, Jesus enables us to face challenging situations. He
promises in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” This
Jesus is the One who died on the cross and rose from the
dead two thousand years ago to provide forgiveness of
sins and eternal life for us.

In the early 1980s, Dave gave me a ride to the FCA Men's
Retreat, which was held in January in western Minnesota
on a Friday night and Saturday morning. On our way home
on Saturday afternoon, we drove in bitter cold on roads
that were nearly impassable because of the drifting snow.
When I went to our garage to start our car to go to church
the next morning, I sadly discovered that our car wouldn't
start. We telephoned Dave and Lynda, and they, again
There is an easy way to raise money for BCF Missions just by searching the
Internet with GoodSearch.com. It's simple. You use GoodSearch.com like any
other search engine — the site is powered by Yahoo! — but each time you do,
money is generated for BCF. The more people who use this, the more money
will go to the missions program here at Bethel.
It’s easy to get started. Just go to www.goodsearch.com and enter Bethel
Christian Fellowship Missions as your non-profit of choice. Make
goodsearch.com your home page or add it to your toolbar….then search away!
(Please note that image searches do not count toward fundraising AND, your
search must be legitimate. You may not search for google.com on goodsearch.
That is considered a fraudulent search and will not be counted toward our goal.)

Have you come to Jesus and entered into relationship with
Him? Have you turned from your sins and trusted in Him
as your Savior, your Lord, your Friend? He is inviting you
to come and receive His gracious expressions of friendship
today.
--Ken Holmgren

You can also see how much has been raised by clicking the “amount raised”
button on the main page. An average of 1 penny is donated for every search
we do. Every bit helps!
You cay also do a good portion of your shopping online and earn varying
percentages of your purchase price for missions. Check it out at the following
address: http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx

