
WEDDING POLICY 
 
A service of marriage is a very special event for a bride and groom and for all those who 
love them.  It is intended to be a “once in a lifetime” experience.  Therefore, great care 
must be taken in every part of the planning and preparation.  The pastor and staff of 
First United Methodist Church want to assist the bride and groom in making their 
wedding as meaningful and as beautiful as possible. 

 
Rightly understood, a wedding is a service of worship at which a marriage takes place.  
There are, therefore, issues of theology, liturgy, and propriety which are properly the 
concern of the larger Church family.  Hence, these policies have been adopted by the 
leadership of First United Methodist Church. 

 
1. Contact should be made with the church office, and the Senior Pastor 

must approve all weddings prior to their scheduling.  Take note of these 
policies in your planning.  They will assist in your thinking, prevent 
misunderstanding, and help to make your wedding all you want it to be. 

 
2. Normally, the pastor of First United Methodist Church will be the officiating 

pastor for weddings held in our sanctuary.  Any deviation from this 
pattern must be with his/her approval.  Another pastor will be welcome. 

 
3. The officiating pastor is in charge of the wedding.  After consultation with 

the bride and groom, final decisions concerning what can and cannot take 
place at the wedding will be made by him/her. 

 
4. Music to be used and its placement in the service are subject to the 

approval of the officiating pastor. 
 

5. It is helpful to name a wedding coordinator, sometimes called a wedding 
director, to work with the officiating pastor in facilitating the smoothness 
and beauty of a wedding service.  Preferably, this person should be 
someone other than the one in charge of the reception (since the 
responsibilities of the two functions often overlap).  At your request, the 
pastor can suggest someone who has experience in carrying out this 
responsibility.  However, if you have someone in mind for this task, it 
should be made clear at the outset that the wedding coordinator works 
under the guidance of the officiating pastor, and a meeting with him/her 
should be arranged at the earliest opportunity. 

 
6. Normally, the senior pastor of First United Methodist Church will arrange 

for an organist to play for the rehearsal and the wedding service.  Any 
deviation form this pattern must be approved by the senior pastor and the 
church organist.  If church staff members are used, financial 
arrangements must be made with the musicians prior to the wedding.  
Suggested amount is $100.00. 



 
7. Nothing may be moved out of the chancel area or choir loft for weddings.  

Chairs in choir loft may be repositioned, but not moved out of the choir loft.  
The only item that may be moved in the chancel area is the advent wreath 
during the Christmas season.  Any floral decorations should be in good 
taste, used to enhance and not obscure the natural beauty and meaning 
of the sanctuary. 

 
8. A photographer, whether professional or amateur, will be expected to work 

under the guidance of the officiating pastor and wedding coordinator.  No 
flash pictures should be taken during the service.  Nothing should be 
done to intrude into the spirit of the service.  (Obtain a copy of the 
Wedding Policies for Photographer and return a signed copy no later than 
two weeks prior to the wedding). 

 
9. At least one pre-marriage session with the officiating pastor will be 

expected of the bride and groom.  This will be at the discretion of the 
officiating pastor.  The wedding coordinator will conduct a rehearsal 
during the week prior to the wedding.  All participants in the wedding 
should be present.  The marriage license shall be given to the officiating 
pastor at the rehearsal, and any applicable fees should be paid to the 
church office prior to the rehearsal. 

 
10. Availability of the church sound and video system should not be assumed 

without previous arrangements.  The natural voice, accompanied by 
organ, piano, or guitar, is preferred.  Separate arrangements must be 
made for the sound and video system.  Fees for these arrangements 
should be paid prior to the wedding.  Fees for the wedding video: 
Members/Affiliates - $250.00; Non-Members - $375.00.  Fees for the 
sound system: Members/Affiliates - $100.00; Non-Members - $150.00 
(See Wedding Policy Agreement - Sound and Video Systems).  If you are 
using a videographer other than First United Methodist Church Technical 
Arts Team, please obtain a copy of the Wedding Policies for Outside 
Video Operator and return a signed copy no later than two weeks prior to 
the wedding. 

 
11. No rice or confetti should be thrown on church property.  The use of 

sparklers is prohibited. 
 

12. Alcoholic beverages, narcotics, tobacco products, and profanity are 
prohibited in the building and on church grounds, including the parking 
lots. 

 
13. Smoking is not allowed in the buildings and on church grounds, including 

the parking lots. 
 



14. Janitorial service should be provided by the bride and groom for both the 
church buildings and grounds.  If you choose to use the church 
custodian, arrangements should be made with the church office to ensure 
his/her availability.  Fee - $10 per hour or a minimum of $50.00.  The 
custodian/janitorial service is responsible for making sure everything is put 
back in its proper place. 

 
15. Sanctuary rental for persons not affiliated with First United Methodist 

Church - $150.00 for wedding (including rehearsal & wedding day 
service).  Usage of the Family Life Center for wedding events is extra. 
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