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FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK

Weekly
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
with Sunday School
and Nursery Care

Wednesdays
Noonday Prayer with Eucharist
Monthly
Healing Service—TBD

“Into this world,
this demented inn
in which there is
absolutely no room for
him at all,
Christ comes
uninvited.”
Thomas Merton

Secure
in the Love of the Father

Shaped
in the Image of the Son

Serving
in the Power of the Spirit
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Brothers and Sisters!
Tis the season! Welcome to Advent, isn’t this a great time of
year! As I write this article, I am packing up my belongings here
in Fort Jackson and looking forward to getting back to Nativity to
usher in this sacred season. During my comings and goings, I
have noticed that the Christmas Tree lots are being stocked with
freshly cut trees, the malls are decorated, and even some active
folks have set up their Christmas trees and lights (the day after
Black Friday). I have to remind everyone though, it is not
Christmas yet; we are just beginning the journey to Bethlehem as
we enter into the Advent season, and what a journey it will be.
I want to thank all of you who have taken the time to fill out a pledge card and
commit to sowing seeds into our future here at Nativity. For those who are still
discerning what God is calling you to share, I want to encourage you to take the
next step and fill out those pledge cards. This year, we want to invest more fully
in all of our ministries and in particular our youth and young families’ ministry.
We want to have a Vacation Bible School this summer, hire a Young Families
Director, a youth minister, and to do this we will need additional financial
support from you, the people of God. God has placed us in the perfect position
and season to grow this church, now we must respond in kind and it is through
giving back what God has given us that we can do this. Please prayerfully
consider how God can use you.
We have a lot of things to look forward to during this season, like the Living Nativity on Saturday December 15th at 6:30pm, our Blue Christmas Service on
Wednesday December 19th at 7pm in the Nave, and our Christmas Eve Services
on Wednesday December 24th at 4, 8, and 11.

I would like to take this time to remind you that we will also have our vestry
discernment sessions on December 5 at 7PM, December 9 at 11:30 AM, and
January 9 at 7 PM. If you feel called to help lead our church into this next phase
of growth and following the Spirit, please come on out and find out how God
could use you on the Vestry.
Lastly, don’t forget, Christmas is a fantastic opportunity to share our faith and
engage in evangelism. I would like to encourage everyone to take an active role
in sharing the Gospel by inviting our friends and neighbors to join us for our
Advent and Christmas season offerings. This is a holy season when many people
open themselves to the spiritual and are receptive to an invitation from a friend or
a loved one; use this time as an opportunity to introduce someone to Jesus!
(conclusion on page 9)
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VERSE OF THE MONTH
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14

Prayer of the Month
Dear Jesus,
In this Advent of expectation,
draw us together in unity,
that our praise and worship
might echo in these walls
and also through our lives.
In this Advent of expectation,
draw us together in mission,
that the hope within
might be the song we sing,
and the melody of our lives.
In this Advent of expectation,
draw us together in service,
that the path we follow
might lead us from a stable
to a glimpse of eternity.

We have some great welcoming opportunities coming our way!
As you know, Nativity’s Welcoming Initiative during the past few weeks has been encouraging all of us to be
welcoming to those guests that God sends our way. And now we’re approaching church seasons that often brings guests
to our church: Advent and Christmas. This presents us with some great opportunities to put into practice our welcoming
and hospitality. But a few reminders to help you out…
We can’t assume that someone else will welcome first-time guests – we must each assume
responsibility to welcome those guests in our vicinity.
Remember the 10’ Rule:

Welcome anyone you don’t know within 10’ of you. If we all practice
the 10’ Rule, we’ll be able to make sure that every guest who visits our
church is welcomed.

Observe the 3-Minute Rule: Immediately after the worship service ends, spend the first 3 minutes
talking with guests, newcomers, and even other members you don’t
know, before you begin talking with your friends. Those 3 minutes are
key, since typically it takes guests only about 3 minutes before they
leave the church.
We’ve suggested some practical tips and techniques on how to welcome guests and make them feel
comfortable. But ultimately what’s really important is the “why” we’re doing this, and not the
“how”. We need to show guests that we are sincerely and genuinely interested in them when we
welcome them, welcoming them as God has welcomed us.
We look forward to hearing from you in a few weeks, to learn about the opportunities you’ve had to welcome guests.
Errol Ethier
For the Church Growth Committee

3
Rest, Turn and Go”.

Annual Episcopal Diocese of
Central Massachusetts Convention

By Nancy Kimball, Church of the Nativity Delegate
The 117th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Western
Massachusetts was held on October 26th and 27th, in
Springfield, with the theme of Revival II, Rekindling
Hope, Sharing Light, and Loving Jesus. Lynn DeAngelis
and I attended , presenting Church of the Nativity, and
bringing our Outreach Donation to the UTO ingathering.
We were inspired by Bishop Curry’s sharing of a Revival
video from Worcester, stressing that God is all about
LOVE.
Bishop Fisher focused on aspects of our Christian life as a
Way of Love, guided by “Pray, Worship, Learn, Bless,

During the conference, we also heard about special outreach projects and their impact from area churches and the
inspiring collaboration of our Diocese with Rabbi Shapiro
in residence at the Cathedral, Rev. Young from the Massachusetts Council of Churches, and Dr. Salem Bajwa,
founding member of the Islamic Society of Western Massachusetts, all speaking on what our faiths have in common.
We also voted electronically on nominations and resolutions. The Diocese is distributing grants for ministry development and requesting each church to participate in Creative Care Green Teams, as well as take on energy audits to
become as energy efficient as possible.

It was a very inspiring and enlightening time to understand
the many ways our Diocese is impacting Western Massachusetts for God’s love and the Jesus Movement.
Blessings,
Nancy

Saturday, December 15th, 2018
6:30pm

“Jesus did not get an honorary doctorate for dying. He wasn’t getting anything out of it. He sacrificed his life for the
good of others, for the well-being of the world, for us.
That’s what love is.” Bishop Michael Curry
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Skilled Quilter
Displays Quilts
By Errol Ethier

Nativity has many talented individuals. One
of these is Lynn DeAngelis, a very proficient
and prolific quilter.
During the month of
November, Lynn has
had 24 of her major
quilts on display at the
Charlton Sewing Center
in Charlton, MA.

The quilt above, one of the quilts on display in the show,
was recently created to honor the bridal shower of her
daughter, Emily, who was Nativity’s prior choir director.
Lynn has been actively involved in the quilting community
locally, regionally, and nationally. Lynn is one of several
individuals in our church who are involved in the art of
quilting.
Recently Lynn has accepted an important responsibility as
Nativity’s Pastoral Care Coordinator.

P.S. As the author of this article, and one who only has a
limited knowledge of the art of quilting, I intended to refer
to Lynn as a “master” quilter. But Lynn corrected me and
told me that I can’t call her a “master” quilter. That’s a speHaving started her quiltcific title within the art of quilting and represents a certifiing career about 29 years ago, shortly after she was marcation that has to be awarded by a
ried, Lynn has mastered many styles of quilting over
panel of 5 Master Quilters from the
those years. The quilts on display not only demonNational Quilters Association who
strate these various styles but also exhibit many of the
judge a quilter’s work and award
historical aspects of quilting from the Civil War perithat “master” title. With that disod to the present.
claimer being acknowledged, viewing the 24 varieties of quilts that
th
On Sunday, November 25 , Lynn was on hand at the
Lynn has on display makes one still
show to explain the details about each of the quilts on
want to refer to Lynn as a “master”
display. (See the sign to the right advertising Lynn as
quilter, in fact if not yet by formal
the show’s featured guest.)
title!
vestry person is first a spiritual and formative experience, a
chance to grow in fellowship with others, and then that it is
about the administration of church business.
While not all churches can claim this, we are blessed to have
a healthy and vital vestry to go along with a healthy and vital
parish. Now is a great time to serve. We invite all members of
the parish to prayerfully consider standing for election to the
vestry. Your faithfulness in making yourself available is appreciated by the whole church and is a great witness to your
willingness to be a servant to the servants of God.

AN INVITATION TO SHARED DISCERNMENT
During our annual meeting, on January 27th, a
new Vestry will be voted in. Several positions are now
open including Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Secretary
and Treasurer, as well as a couple of at-large member
positions.
Episcopalians value lay leadership and consider the service of
lay members to be at least as of equal importance to that of
the clergy. As Episcopalians we believe that everyone has
been gifted to serve in the mission of God in the world and
part of that service is to take our places in the governance of
the church. Serving on the vestry is one of the most important
and sacred ways that a lay person can represent Christ and his
Church. If you were to ask recent past members of the vestry
and those currently serving as vestry members about their
experiences, you would hear them say that the ministry of a

Is God calling you to use your talents for visioning leadership and administration, joining a group oif people committed to growing our church for the glory of God?
We will have three Vestry
Discernment Days, which
will hopefully guide you in
considering your call:
December 5th at 7pm
December 9th at 11:30am
January 9th at 7pm
These meetings are
open to all.
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was stopped by the Church because of
the plant’s associations with pagan rituals. Hence, it was encouraged that holly
be used as a substitute for the mistletoe.

Poinsettia

Another beautiful Christmas symbol is
the Poinsettia. People usually use this
symbol as Christmas decorations. There
are many Christmas crafts in which you
can create your own poinsettia ornament. It is believed to draw its roots
from a Mexican legend. It is said that in
Mexico, two children Maria and her
brother Pablo loved going to a manger
scene set up by the village church every
year. They wanted to leave gifts but
they were too poor. One Christmas day,
they picked some leaves by the road on
their way to church and offered them to
the manger scene. They were ridiculed
for their gifts, but as they began placing
the leaves around the manger, they magically transformed into red beautiful
-shaped flowers as we see them today.

Nativity Scene

Apart from his happy demeanor, the most prominent attribute for which St. Francis of Assisi is remembered is his
sympathy. Quite novel to the medieval world in which
Francis lived, he showed a special affection for the poor,
the sick and the fallen. It was probably his love for the poor
that moved him to re-enact the Nativity scene that has become a familiar symbol of Christmas. Francis wanted to
give a visual demonstration of the poverty into which our
Lord was born (remember that the poor were also illiterate).
He said that his intention was “to celebrate the memory of
the Child who was born in Bethlehem and see with my bodily eyes, as best I can, how He suffered the lack of all those
things needed by an infant; how He was ‘laid in a manger’
and how He rested on the straw, with the ox and ass standing by.” In 1223 at Greccio, Italy, St. Francis received a
manger, some straw and a few animals from his friend John
Velita in order to accomplish his task. The simple scene,
illuminated by the light of candles and torches and accompanied by the singing of the audience, surely accomplished
the intended goal of visually revealing the humble circumstances into which Jesus entered the world.

Christmas Holly

The use of holly as a Christmas decoration was first introduced by the Church to replace the mistletoe. There was
already an ongoing practice of hanging evergreens as a
symbol for eternal life and the triumph of spring over winter. People mostly used the mistletoe, however the practice

Christmas Tree

Christmas tree is one of the most popular Christmas symbols. Most people usually set up their own Christmas tree a
month or weeks before the Christmas day. In early times,
Christmas tree was considered as the “Tree of Life” which
symbolizes life and universe. In 17th Century, people in
Germany started making indoor Christmas tree decorated
with different ornaments and candles. The tree being an
evergreen can also symbolize eternal life, and being cut
down can symbolize Jesus being “cut down” on the cross
and then “raised up

Wreath

Wreaths at Christmas were typically made with Holly and
Ivy. They may also have been made of Laurel leaves The
circular shape of the wreath speaks of cycles (wheels of
time, seasons), infinity, immortality, inclusion, community
and the unbreakable bonds we share with Nature and our
Beliefs (faith). It’s no accident wreaths are designed to be
round. Everything is symbolic – particularly when we explore hereditary symbolism passed down from our ancestors. Wreaths are circular to emphasize the idea of continuity of life. Furthermore, wreaths often double as crowns –
and therefore we could say our “crowning glory” is our immortality, endurance and the bonds of life we share with
each other.
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Outreach update:
Wow! You have made an impact! Thanks to all who donated their prayers, time, talent and treasures to make all this
possible.
Veteran’s Luncheon: A roast beef
luncheon was held at the Northborough Senior Center to honor our Veterans. The event was well attended by
veterans, their spouses and guest
speakers. Nativity was blessed to help
financially support this event. Thank
you also to Chris Pakus (Deb Hesek’s
Mom) who crocheted red, white and
blue afghans!
Northborough Food Pantry: Nativity was
able to give financial support to this organization which provides food to residents in need in Northborough. Thanks
to you we were able to donate 31 bags of
food and stock the shelves at the food
pantry!
Worcester Fellowship: Nativity our annual donation of Dunkin Donut gift
cards. This provides the recipients with
an opportunity to have a beverage and a
place to warm up during the winter
months.
Northborough Helping Hands: This local
organization provides holiday meals,
holiday assistance, coats, boots, backpacks, medical equipment loans to those
in need in Northborough. We were able
to donate financial support for the backpack drive. Nativity donated 55 bags of
carrots to provide Northborough residents Thanksgiving meals. We collected
27 coats for the annual coat drive. Our
annual giving tree will provide two families with gifts and a Christmas meal.
Blessings to all,
The Outreach Committee
Deb Hesek & Janet Wilcox
2018 Giving Tree
The Giving Tree made its appearance in
November! We are supporting two local
families with gifts and grocery gift cards for Christmas dinner. Thanks to all who
took a tag to donate a gift. You are so generous! We do have two tags left. Please
contact Deb Hesek or Janet Wilcox if you would like to participate. All gifts need
to be wrapped with tag attached (except grocery gift cards) and returned by 10am
Sunday12/9/18. Thanks again .
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and outside, decorating the hall, helping children with
makeup and costumes, providing vital technical support,
the music ministry, picking up Michelle’s animals,
The long awaited sign up sheets for the Living Nativity
distributing fliers, working in the kitchen, and providing
(scheduled for Saturday, December 15) will be
gallons of cider and endless dozens of cookies,
posted this coming Sunday, November 25. The lists will be etc. And of course prayer for favorable weather and the
available in the narthex before and after services. The Liv- safety of all involved. Please give prayerful consideration
ing Nativity is the biggest single evangelism event which
for how you might be able to help out. I plan to be availaour church hosts for the larger community. Last year alble after both services to answer questions and encourage
most 70% of our parishioners participated in one role or
your participation. You should also feel free to contact me
another. We need help in so many ways: set up in the hall at 508-842-6299 or pnutting@framingham.edu.

VOLUNTEER SIGNS UPS

“And there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch by night. And an angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them.” – Luke 2:8-9

9

FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK
(Conclusion)

Lets continue on our success of reaching
out to our community and welcome them
to Nativity and show them what the season is all about, being connected to God
through Jesus in community feasting at
the Lord’s Table.
Tis’ the Season, I hope you are excited as
I am!
God’s Blessings,

laid out for our participants' comfort. Soft music has begun.
Private spaces for individual prayer and meditation have
been set up. The meditation guide is praying. Morning
snacks are right outside the door to welcome visitors. A
tasty meal is being prepared for the noontime break.
Soon, those who registered in response to our online invitations, including those we have never met before, will arrive. All of us have relinquished our Saturday time of recreation or chores, in order to spend time with God. Our
hope, our expectation, is that as we experience the peace of
quiet contemplation, we will feel God's guidance and will
find renewal.
A one-day retreat is a rare opportunity in our region. Ours
offers a combination of group meditation, individual solitude and fellowship during lunch, all at a flexible, manageQUIET DAY
able price. If you feel that you don't know much about QuiBy Lisa Phelps
et Day, pick up a QD brochure in our visitor center. If you
Shhhhh. In this picture, the Nave is ready for our first Quiet think you don't have time for a Quiet Day, think again.
Day of the season. Chairs and folders are arranged for the Most of us need a time to surrender stress and worries.
Consider doing Quiet Days on February 2 and May 4. And
opening group devotional time. Blankets and pillows are
spread the word to those outside Nativity.

We need a volunteer to
help with the weekly
flowers for the altar
(picking up in
Marlborough and
ordering for special
occasions.
Please call the office.
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4pm, 8pm,11pm

ship and pray.

The first monthly Praise and
Prayer hour was held on Monday, November 12 at 7:00 PM.
Kim Meyer played her keyboard
and led the musical worship
with spontaneous prayer for
all kinds of needs spoken by the
7 attendees. It was great to wor-

The next Praise and Prayer time is scheduled for Monday, December
10 at 7:00 PM. It's a time of music and praise with ample time for
prayer and thanksgiving. We hope that with all the needs and stresses
of Christmas many will attend and bring folks you know are having a
rough time or who are very thankful for an hour of concentrated connection with our Creator.

“For outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a brain,
and courage, Bethlehem is not the end of our journey but only
the beginning - not home but the place through which we must
pass if ever we are to reach home at last.”
Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat

Vestry News
Just a friendly reminder that the
church building itself
belongs to all of us,
so please, if you’re
the last one out of the
building and notice
lights left on or office
doors ajar, please take a moment to address
those items before you head out.
Also, as we used to say in the Marines, let’s
try to leave the spaces we use in the church
cleaner than we found them. There’s nothing
better than when we come together as a
church family for one celebration or another,
let’s just be certain to clean up after ourselves
and police the area. We don’t have a full-time
custodial staff, so every little bit of tidying up
helps.
Thanks!
Ted Flanagan
Junior Warden
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TWO SNOWFLAKES
by Cindy Loverin

Two tiny crystals, shimmering, white,
Formed in the frigid sky,
Falling and tumbling through the night,
Beneath two oak trees lie.
One fell into the forest.
There it nestled, protected and pure,
Never exposed to corruptions,
Its substance and beauty secure.
The other fell at the roadside,
Soon soiled by man in his haste,
Beer from a can discarded,
Mud, mire, exhaust, and waste.
But within each remained its essence,
Put there by the Master's plan.
Its molecular composition
Unchanged by the acts of man.
The sunshine touched the two snowflakes
Changing each to a life-giving drop.
Each drop soon nourished its oak tree
Bringing strength from the root to the top.

Community News
Northborough to have one
of first female Boy Scout
troops in the state
(excerpt from the
Community Advocate)
New Scouting adventures are
coming to the Northborough
area as the first female-only
Boy Scouts of America
(BSA) troop becomes official
in February 2019. BSA made
a historic decision a year ago to allow girls in Cub Scouts and to give
them the opportunity to rise through the ranks and earn the top honor
of Eagle Scout, which has been reserved for boys only in the past.
Shannon McDonald and Naoko Conway will be the two pioneer leaders of the girls’ troop with the support of Northborough BSA Troop 1.
The new troop is open to surrounding communities.
Currently, there are two female Cub Scout dens in Northborough,
which were formed a year ago. These girls will eventually cross over
to the new troop.
Any girl in Northborough or surrounding towns who is interested in
joining the new troop can email shannon.mcdonald@gmail.com. An
informational meeting will be held Wednesday, Jan. 9, at the Robert
E. Melican Middle School, 145 Lincoln St., Northborough, at 6 p.m.

Two infants were born that morning
Each made in the image of God.
One grew into manhood unsullied.
One walked where Satan trod.
The first knew the Way from childhood
And followed the path with ease.
The second fell and struggled,
But reached out to Christ from his knees.
As sunlight touched each snowflake,
The Master touched each man.
And the souls of each showed the beauty
That was there since time began.

Patrice Williamson Tribute to
Ella Fitzgerald
December 8,
7pm, First Parish Unitarian,
Northborough
The response to
her debut recording, My Shining
Hour (released in
September 1998)
has been overwhelmingly positive, drawing favorable comparisons to legends like Ella Fitzgerald and Sarah
Vaughan. She was honored with a coveted "Best of Boston" award in
1997, and in 1999 and 2000 was a nominee for "Best Jazz Vocalist"
by the Kahlua Boston Music Awards.
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We have been called together by God
to be and to make faithful followers
of our Lord Jesus Christ
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announcements and events.
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ANNUAL MEETING

Vestry Discernment Meetings:
JANUARY 27TH
December 5th at 7pm
December 9th at 11:30am
January 9th at 7pm
December 10th, 7pm: Praise and Prayer Hour
December 15th, 6:30pm: Living Nativity
December 24th: Christmas Eve Services (4pm, 8pm and 11pm)

