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FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK

Weekly
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
with Sunday School
and Nursery Care

Wednesdays
Noonday Prayer with Eucharist
Monthly
Healing Service—TBD

“We will open the book.
Its pages are blank. We
are going to put words
on them ourselves. The
book is called Opportunity and its first chapter
is New Year's Day.”

Edith Lovejoy Pierce

Happy New Year Nativity!
Well here we are, off and running, and I hope you all are having a
fantastic Christmas (and yes it is still Christmas) and welcomed in
the New Year in true New England fashion.
The New Year is always a great time of the year for Christians in
the Anglican tradition, primarily because while many other
Christians were ready to move on after December 25, we
continue to celebrate Christmas until January 6th when we transition to the season of Epiphany. Isn’t that great! We can still say
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year in the same breathe to our
friends and neighbors.
We are also blessed to recognize that as beautiful, exciting, and joyous as
Christmas is, it is not the end of the story, it is just the beginning. The season of
Epiphany begins with the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6 and last through
the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday. The length of the season often varies
according to the date on which Easter falls. In the gospel, stories of this season
describe various events that manifest the divinity of Jesus. The coming of the
Magi is celebrated on the Epiphany. The Baptism of our Lord is observed on the
Sunday after Epiphany. The Gospels for the other Sundays of the Epiphany season describe the wedding at Cana, the calling of the disciples, and various miracles and teachings of Jesus. The Last Sunday after the Epiphany is always
devoted to the Transfiguration. Jesus' identity as the Son of God is dramatically
revealed in the Transfiguration gospel, as well as the gospel of the baptism of
Christ. In the season of Epiphany we are called to respond to Christ in faith
through the revelations of Christ divine nature recorded in the gospels of the
Epiphany season. Whew… That’s a lot going on to say the least, but what an
awesome joy!
I want to remind everyone that Community Meals is coming up on January 2nd
and we are in need of volunteers to help with cooking and serving. If you are
able to help with this wonderful ministry please reach out to Kathy Reilly and
she will get you connected.

Secure
in the Love of the Father

Shaped
in the Image of the Son

Serving
in the Power of the Spirit
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Also, we will be holding our last Vestry Discernment Meeting on January 9th at
7pm; this is a great opportunity to come out to pray, discuss, and seek godly
discernment and learn more deeply what the work of the Vestry is and how God
could be calling you to be a part of leading Nativity into the future.
Remember to mark your calendars because coming up on January 27th is our Annual Meeting. Come on out for a good time as we hear about the upcoming year
during a great time of business and fellowship.
(conclusion on page 9)
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have the courage to do what is right in Your sight, regardless of the cost.

Prayer of the Month

And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes to the sorrows and injustices of
our hurting world, and help us to respond with compassion and sacrifice to those who are friendless and
in need. May our constant prayer be that of the ancient
Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees;
then I will keep them to the end” (Psalm 119:33).
We pray for our nation and its leaders during these
difficult times, and for all those who are seeking to
bring peace and justice to our dangerous and troubled
world. We pray especially for Your protection on all
those who serve in our armed forces, and we thank
You for their commitment to defend our freedoms,
even at the cost of their own lives. Be with their families also, and assure them of Your love and concern
for them.

Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greatThis prayer from Billy Graham, written for The Sater vision of what You would have us to be. Your
urday Evening Post in 2008, is just as relevant more
Word reminds us that “Blessed is the nation whose
than a decade later.
God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).
Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning
of this new year we confess our need of Your presence and Your guidance as we face the future.

As we look back over this past year we thank You for
Your goodness to us—far beyond what we have deserved. May we never presume on Your past goodness
or forget all Your mercies to us, but may they instead
We each have our hopes and expectations for the year
lead us to repentance, and to a new commitment
that is ahead of us—but You alone know what it holds
to make You the foundation and center of our
for us, and only You can give us the strength and the
lives this year.
wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. So help
us to humbly put our hands into Your hand, and to
And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and
trust You and to seek Your will for our lives during
hope of this new year, and we look forward to it with
this coming year.
expectancy and faith. This I ask in the name of our
Lord and Savior, who by His death and resurrection
In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead,
has given us hope both for this world and the world to
assure us of the certainty of Your unchanging love.
come.
In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and
heartaches, help us to turn to You for the stability and
Amen.
comfort we will need.

In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our
stubborn self-will, help us not to lose our way but to

© 2008 Saturday Evening Post Society. Reprinted with permission.

January 2nd!!

3

VERSE OF THE MONTH

“Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ,
the new creation has come:
The old has gone,
the new is here!”
2 Corinthians 5:17

Please say a special thank you to our #extraordinarylife of
the month, Dick Jubinville! Dick has dedicated countless
hours to our church’s finances and facilities. He’s always
there when we need him, whether it’s plumbing or planning, crisis or cookies, a helping hand or an encouraging
word. We appreciate you Dick!! Merry Christmas!
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LIVING NATIVITY—THANKS TO ALL
On Sunday after the Living Nativity Phyllis and I attended a holiday concert. As I watched I began thinking of the Living Nativity as a concert with many sections each playing their special parts to produce with the final result—one finished and harmonious work. Our pageant truly really is a “living nativity” in which so many work together to successfully glorify our Lord in a special way. I want to thank each and every member of the parish who “played their part” in
making the Living Nativity a success.
The technical crew, as always, worked very
hard and overcame last minute challenges. The
actors, properly costumed and made up and directed, played their roles. The musicians did a
marvelous job with a spirit-filled presentation.
The animals were safely transported and cared
for. The hall was properly set up and decorated,
and later cleaned up. Publicity was handled in a
variety of ways which combined with favorable
weather helped insure success. Prayers of a
prayer team and prayers of many others I am
sure were not in vain. Greeters distributed 100
welcome bags, a sign of strong community attendance and the hall was pretty well filled up.
The kitchen staff served gallons of donated cider and countless cookies. We were even honored with the appearance of St. Nicholas himself!

writing as we are already planning for next year.
Brad Nutting
pnutting@framingham.edu

It has been a pleasure for me (despite worries about the weather) coordinating the Living Nativity because of the strong support of so many. Counting people only once (as many played
several roles) over 50 parishioners participated in some way or
other. As in the case of a concert, the director plays a part, but
he doesn’t make the music.
After each Living Nativity which we have had over many
years, I find myself saying , “This was the best ever!” I know
however there
is always room
for improvement. If you
see ways we
can do a better
job in the future, please let
me know in
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is one of the most important and sacred ways that a lay person
can represent Christ and his Church. If you were to ask recent
past members of the vestry and those currently serving as
vestry members about their experiences, you would hear
them say that the ministry of a vestry person is first a spiritual
and formative experience, a chance to grow in fellowship
During our annual
meeting, on January with others, and then that it is about the administration of
church business.
27th, a new Vestry will be While not all churches can claim this, we are blessed to have
voted in. Several positions a healthy and vital vestry to go along with a healthy and vital
are now open including Sen- parish. Now is a great time to serve. We invite all members of
ior Warden, Junior Warden, the parish to prayerfully consider standing for election to the
Secretary and Treasurer, as vestry. Your faithfulness in making yourself available is apwell as a couple of at-large preciated by the whole church and is a great witness to your
member
willingness to be a servant to the servants of God.
positions.
Is God calling you to use your talents for visioning leaderEpiscopalians value lay lead- ship and administration, joining a group oif people comership and consider the service of lay members to be at least mitted to growing our church for the glory of God?
as of equal importance to that of the clergy. As Episcopalians
we believe that everyone has been gifted to serve in the mis- Our next and last meeting will be on January 9th at 7pm
sion of God in the world and part of that service is to take our and will hopefully guide you in considering your call: The
places in the governance of the church. Serving on the vestry meeting is open to all.
AN INVITATION TO
SHARED DISCERNMENT

2019 pledge envelopes are
now available in church!

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the
glory of the LORD has risen upon you.”
Isaiah 60:1
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Presiding Bishop Curry’s
Christmas Message 2018
Love came down at Christmas,
because God so loved the world, that he gave.

risking his own son. And in the name of those refugees, in
the name of that Jesus, help all refugees, all people who
suffer, anyone who’s alone, everyone who is in
need. That’s what love does.
Love came down at Christmas, because God so loved the
world, that he gave.

In the Third Chapter of John’s Gospel, Jesus says at one
point, “God so loved the world that he gave his only begot- In those days, a decree went out from the Emperor Augusten Son, that all who believe in him should not perish but tus, that all the world should be registered. Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the
have everlasting life.”
city of David called Bethlehem because he was a descendent from the House of David. He went to be registered with
For years, I’ve often thought that that passage only reMary, to whom he was engaged, and who was expecting a
ferred to Jesus giving his life as a sacrifice on the cross.
child. While they were there, she gave
And to be sure, that is part of what it
birth to her first-born son, and wrapped
means. But some years ago I was readhim in bands of cloth and laid him in a
ing a commentary by Raymond Brown,
manger, because there was no place for
on the Gospel of John, and Professor
them in the inn.
Brown said that that passage not only
speaks of Jesus willingly giving his life
Meanwhile, in that region, there were
on the cross, but it actually speaks of
shepherds, living in the fields, keeping
Christmas, of God giving his very self,
watch over their flock by night. Then
his very son to the world, not for anythe angel of the Lord stood above them.
thing God could get out of it, but for the
And the glory of the Lord shone round
good and the welfare and the well-being
about them, and they were terrified. The
of the world. Of us.
angel said unto them, “Do not be
afraid, for behold, I am bringing you
Someone once said, in a Christmas pogood news of great joy for all people.
em, “Love came down at ChristTo you is born this day, in the City of
mas.” That’s what love is. To give,
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
and not to count the cost. To give, not
Lord. This will be a sign. You will find
for what one can get, but for what the
the child wrapped in bands of cloth,
other can receive. That’s what love is.
lying in a manger.”
God so loved the world, that he gave.
I realized recently how powerful that passage really is,
when I saw an old poster from 1938. A poster produced
by the Episcopal Church at that time, to encourage Episcopalians and other Christians, and other people of faith and
good will, to do whatever they could to help Jewish refugees fleeing tyranny in Europe. To help people from all
over Europe seeking refuge in America, this land of freedom. The poster depicts Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus. They’re fleeing persecution in Palestine, as Matthew’s Gospel says. And the poster depicting Mary, Joseph, and Jesus says in the tag line, “In the name of these
refugees, help all refugees.”

And suddenly, there was with the angels a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in
the highest, and peace to all people on earth.”
Have a blessed Christmas. Have a merry Christmas. Have
a joyful Christmas.
God love you, God bless you, and may God hold us all in
those almighty hands of love.
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church

God so loved the world, that he gave, even to the point of
“Christians are to be in the
world, but not of the world, positively living out their faith in
their various vocations in the
“secular” realm and influencing
it for the good, while remembering that their ultimate citizenship is in heaven.”
Gene Edward Veith
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cess security protocol, which included changing exterior door locks and installing several security cameras
throughout the facilities in strategic locations to monitor all who enter.
We have installed new locks on all exterior doors for
two reasons.
1. The first and primary reason is to regain control of
who is accessing the facilities. Over the years we
have not adequately controlled such access. Please
think about that for a moment. This means that,
over many decades, we have just been making
copies of keys and handing them out with no accountability or tracking. What risk do you think
that is for young children and many community
THE CHURCH LOCKS HAVE BEEN
and church groups floating in and out of the buildCHANGED!!
ing? Would that be something we would do for
our homes?
Dear Nativity Family,
2. Secondly, we replaced all of the exterior locks because they aged and were failing. The first lock
I pray your Advent Season is going well.
needing replacing was the red door facing the
parking lot that had a broken piece of metal lodged
I would like to take a moment to reach out to all of
in. Then the kitchen and rector's doors key cylinyou to keep you informed of some of the ongoing seders no longer functioned (they locked from the
curity changes that affect all of us who call Nativity
inside, but you couldn't unlock them from the outhome.
side). Based on all these issues, it only made sense
to take this time and opportunity to upgrade to
Sadly the age and time of church facilities and other
high security locks replacing all the aged and failpublic spaces such as schools, airports and the like are
ing exterior locks and create a One Access system.
no longer immune from the troubles of the world.
Since becoming your Rector, we have had two breakins after hours and we hear in the news all too often of In closing, I want to assure you, everyone that has a
other houses of worship that have become the targets legitimate need for a key will be given one, but gone
are the days of unrestricted access and lack of acof intentional acts of violence such as 1st Baptist
countability. The One Access protocol, the changing
Church of Sutherland Springs, TX, and The Tree of
of the locks, the security cameras are all positive and
Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, PA. As a shepherd of
necessary changes for the benefit of everyone who
God's people here at Nativity, I am charged with not
calls Nativity home; they are not meant to unnecesonly your spiritual but also your physical protection
sarily inconvenience you.
and I cannot in anyway allow either to be neglected.
Nativity is home not only to our worshiping community, but to the community at-large, and it is necessary
that we ensure that our facilities remain as safe and
secure as possible. During the week, Nativity is home
to many groups; we have a thriving preschool full of
little ones, Bible study groups, twelve-step groups, the
Red Cross, Assabet Valley Singers, Girl and Boy
Scouts, all in addition to our normal Sunday worship.
The need to stay on top of security is paramount.

If you have any questions or further concerns, please
feel free to contact me. I would love your feedback, as
always. Again, thank you all for your understanding
and patience as we have transitioned to this new system, and may God continue to watch over the work
we are doing to build God's kingdom and witness to
His love and mercy.
Your servant in Christ,

In recent months, we have made an intentional effort Pastor Chad
to address and upgrade some of our security measures
to keep Nativity safe. We have put in place a One Ac-
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FROM PASTOR CHAD’S DESK
(Conclusion)

Lastly, let us congratulate and celebrate our own Parish
Administrator Sabina on her upcoming part time lay
pastoral position at First United Methodist Church in
Southbridge, Ma. As many of you know, Sabina is very
active as a layperson within the United Methodist
Church, serving on many regional boards and in her local
church. This is a fantastic reflection on the devotion and
commitment that Sabina has towards sharing the gospel
and reaching the least and lost for God. This new
appointment at First United Methodist of Southbridge is
primarily a part time position; Sabina will continue to
bless us as our Parish Administrator.

See y’all at church Sunday!
Stay holy, stay blessed
God’s Blessings,

Continue Saying Merry Christmas for 12 Days and
Confuse Folks Around You!
The 12 Days of Christmas are now most famous as a song
about someone receiving lots of presents from their 'true
love'. However, to get to the song there had to be the days to
start with! The 12 Days of Christmas start on Christmas Day
and last until the evening of the 5th January - also known as
Twelfth Night. The 12 Days have been celebrated in Europe
since before the middle ages and were a time of celebration.
The 12 Days each traditionally celebrate a feast day for a
saint and/or have different celebrations, ending with the last
day, the Twelfth Night. Twelfth Night was a big time of celebration with people holding large parties. During these parties, often the roles in society were reversed with the servants
being served by the rich people. This dated back to medieval
and Tudor times when Twelfth Night marked the end of
'winter' which had started on 31st October with All Hallows
Eve (Halloween).
At the start of Twelfth Night the Twelfth Night cake was eaten. This was a rich cake made with eggs and butter, fruit, nuts
and spices. The modern Italian Panettone is the cake we currently have that's most like the old Twelfth Night cake. A
dried pea or bean was cooked in the cake. Whoever found it
was the Lord (or Lady) of Misrule for night. The Lord of
Misrule led the celebrations and was dressed like a King (or
Queen). This tradition goes back to the Roman celebrations of
Saturnalia. In later times, from about the Georgian period onwards, to make the Twelfth Night 'gentile', two tokens were
put in the cake (one for a man and one for a women) and
whoever found them became the the 'King' and 'Queen' of the
Twelfth Night party.
In English Cathedrals, during the middle ages, there was the
custom of the 'Boy Bishop' where a boy from the Cathedral or
monastery school was elected as a Bishop on 6th December
(St Nicholas's Day) and had the authority of a Bishop (except
to perform Mass) until 28th December. King Henry VIII
banned the practice in 1542 although it came back briefly
under Mary I in 1552 but Elizabeth I finally stopped it during
her reign.
During Twelfth Night it was traditional for different types of
pipes to be played, especially bagpipes. Lots of games were
played including ones with eggs. These included tossing an
egg between two people moving further apart during each
throw - drop it and you lose; and passing an egg around on
spoons. Another popular game was 'snapdragon' where you
picked raisins or other dried fruit out of a tray of flaming
brandy!
Twelfth Night is also known as Epiphany Eve. In many countries it's traditional to put the figures of the Wise Men/Three
Kings into the Nativity Scene on Epiphany Eve ready to celebrate Epiphany on the 6th January.
It's also traditional to take your Christmas decorations down
following Twelfth Night.
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will be saved. We will be called out to new life. We
will be given a new hope. This all powerful, mighty
God enters the world vulnerable to invite us into a
new way of being.

A Christmas Message
December 20, 2018
The Rt. Rev. Douglas J. Fisher

Betsy and I know the transforming power of babies
first hand. They are so adorable, and so needy, and so
dependent. And in meeting their needs we rediscover
the power of love.

And the grown up Jesus will continue the theme. In
Matthew 25 he tells us where we will see him again.
The prophet Isaiah says: Unto us a child is born. Unto In the poor, the sick, the hungry, the imprisoned. And
what we do about that will be what saves us. In Jesus,
us a son is given, and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, his name shall be called wonderful coun- God becomes vulnerable so we might rise into new
life. In the words of Michael Curry “we are the Jesus
cilor, mighty God, the Everlasting, the Prince of
Movement that is out to change the world from the
Peace.
nightmare it is for so many, into the dream God has
for it.”
Mighty God, prince of peace. But first a little baby.
Here’s a story from our Jewish brothers and sisters
You see, the baby Jesus gives us hope because the
about the power of a little baby. The story is about
Jewish families fleeing Nazi Germany. After walking vulnerable baby, who is also the mighty God, has the
power to transform us.
many miles, but still far from safety, an elderly man
stops and sits down. He is so tired. Others urge him to
You might think I should end this Christmas message
get up and keep on going but he says “no, I’m too
with a Christmas prayer. Or a quote from one of those
tired. I can’t.” His friends say “but if you stay here,
surely the Nazis will come and kill you.” He replies “I awesome hymns we will sing on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. But instead I will end with a prayer
know. But I can’t go any further. Go and leave me
we say on Easter. And I invite you to think of that elhere. Save yourselves.”
derly Jewish man holding the baby as they escaped
tyranny.
His friends leave him in sadness. But as they do a
young woman with a baby returns to the old man. She
puts the baby in his lap and leaves! He shouts “hey,
what are you doing? Save this baby!” When he realizes the young mother is not turning back, the old man
gets up, holding the baby, and continues the journey.
The little baby saves the old man as the old man takes
responsibility for the little baby.
Jesus comes into the world as a little baby so that WE

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light. Let
the whole world see and know that things which were
being cast down are being raised up. And things which
had grown old are being made new. And all things are
being brought to their perfection by him through
whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

The second monthly Praise and Prayer hour was held
on Monday, December 10th at 7:00 PM. Kim Meyer
played her keyboard and led the musical worship with
spontaneous prayers for all kinds of needs spoken by
the twenty-plus attendees. It was awesome!
There was also opportunities to share prayers privately
with prayer ministers as there was no requirement for
public sharing.
The next Praise and Prayer Hour is scheduled for Monday, January 14th at 7:00 PM. It will be a time of
music and praise with ample time for prayers and thanksgivings. With all the needs and stresses of the New
Year, we invite you to come and bring people experiencing difficulties or who want to thank God for an hour
of intense connection with our wonderful creator.
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Community News
A Northborough Family
Needs Your Support!

Living on God’s Earth
By Episcopal Climate News
This month’s earth-friendly living tip:
Check your tire pressure
It’s November – and when the weather turns
cold, air pressure drops, including in our vehicles’ tires! Whether your car has a “low pressure”
warning on the dashboard or not, it’s good to
check tire pressure every month (especially in fall
and winter) and make sure it’s still within the recommended range.
This tip isn’t just about safety or saving ten cents
per gallon: Lower tire pressure means poor gas
mileage. In fact, as many as 40% of cars don’t
have fully inflated tires, creating millions of extra
pounds of carbon pollution every year. That’s not
good for God’s creation, but it’s an easy problem
to fix.
Episcopal Climate News quote of the week:
Kathleen Fischer
“When we embrace even the smallest of creatures
with love, we join in the Spirit’s work of sustaining the body of creation. Efforts to preserve biodiversity reflect the divine compassion that delights in and suffers with each individual. God
knows each creature’s inner form and essence as
only an artist can perceive it. Jesus underscores
this point when he insists that God cares about
every single sparrow [in Luke 12:6]… His words
are mainly about God’s providence toward human beings: Fear should not keep us from living
our faith, for we are held in God’s safekeeping.
But to make his point, Jesus uses as an analogy
God’s faithful care of sparrows – the cheapest of
all the birds offered for sale. In doing so, he
makes clear the worth each individual creature
has in God’s eyes.”
Kathleen Fischer is an award-winning author,
teacher, counselor, and spiritual director in Seattle. This passage comes from chapter three of her
book on spiritual practices, “Loving Creation:
Christian Spirituality, Earth-Centered and Just.”

A Go Fund Me has been
set up to alleviate financial stress during this unimaginable time for
Northborough resident
Katie Quarles. Katie's
husband died suddenly
and unexpectedly on Christmas Eve, leaving his wife,
son Caleb (8) and
daughter Maddy (6).
Katie is a light for
many in the town, she
cares for her family
and the community,
wherever she is. From
Lincoln Street School
to Yoga Plus, she is a
fabric of the community. Please consider donating. These funds will be used to
provide financial support to Katie and the children over
the course of their lives. Fund will be deposited into an
account in the children's names. All of your prayers, well
wishes, and support for Katie, Maddy, and Caleb are appreciated.
Northborough Library has a new streaming film service that can access movies for all ages using your library card.
Kindergarten registration is scheduled for January 911, 2019. If you have not received info from your neighborhood school, you should contact them after the vacation break.

Don’t make resolutions.
Make decisions with
small attainable goals!
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We have been called together by God
to be and to make faithful followers
of our Lord Jesus
Christ
Check out our
weekly News and
Notes listing of
announcements
and events.

The Nativity
Scene

January 2019
Community Meal: January 2nd
Vestry Discernment Meeting:
January 9th at 7pm
 Praise and Prayer Hour on January
14th at 7pm



ANNUAL MEETING
JANUARY 27TH

