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Jesus Before Pilate, Part 1
John 18:28-40
Trials and Verdicts
There are a total of six trials Jesus faces between Gethsemane and the cross
e Three held by the Jewish religious leaders and three held by Rome
e The Jewish trials were held by Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin
e All the trials held by the Jews were in violation of the Old Testament Law

o All the trials held by the Jews produced a pre-meditated verdict of guilty

e The Roman trials were all conducted properly within the Roman system
o These trials went from Pilate, to Herod, to Pilate
e Formal charge asked for, investigation sought, post-trial verdict delivered

o All the trials held by the Romans produced a not guilty verdict

Three Contrasts in Trial
Contrast 1: The hypocrisy of worldly religion

e Worldly religion chooses ritual over righteousness

o Worldly religion deflects and defers responsibility

Application: Be wary of prioritizing religious ritual over heart transformation

Contrast 2: A king from an other-worldly kingdom
e Jesus’ kingdom relies on truth not force

Application: Jesus’ followers listen to and represent in the world His truthful voice

Contrast 3: The tragic rejection of absolute truth

e Pilate’s fear and cynicism blinds him to the truth before him

Application: we need to reject turning our backs on truth for the sake of
convenience, cynicism, or worldly priorities
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