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And I told them of the hand of
my God that had been upon me
for good, and also of the words
that the king had spoken to me.
And they said, “Let us rise up
and build.” So they strengthened their hands for the good
work.
-Nehemiah 2:18 (ESV)
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The next issue of Neelsville News will be
the April edition. Submissions should be
sent no later than Thursday, March 15th to
neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com.

NEELSVILLE, LET’S RISE UP AND BUILD!
This January, Paul Kim and I had the
privilege of attending the ECO
National Gathering in Houston,
Texas. Attending this conference the
same week I’d be saying goodbye to
our outgoing pastor had me in prayer
that the Lord would move, inspire
and equip me, and use our time at
this conference to help build up our
church during a challenging transition. The Lord was so good to meet
me there in Houston as I worshiped,
learned so much, and met with ministry leaders for this denomination we
are about to join, Lord willing.
Renovate was the theme for the
conference referencing Nehemiah
2:18. We heard from Dr. Ed Stetzer
about what it really means to share
the gospel with all nations. I was
struck by his commentary that all
nations isn’t just meaning the world in
a global sense, but all nations living
near us. What a great word for all
of us in Montgomery County, Maryland, the most diverse county in the
nation, to remember that we need to
share Christ with all nations of people
who are where God has placed us.
Then we heard from Dana Allin, an
ECO Executive leader, who casted a
strong vision of ECO being a denomination that isn’t just a greener pasture
for dying churches to die more quickly. But rather, this is a denomination
that seeks to equip and revitalize
churches to minister well. I’d encourage you to hear all the talks including
an incredible one from Kyle Strobel
using this online link; http://econationalgathering.org/2018-renovate/
Our final speaker was the tremendous Dr. Condoleeza Rice. She

shared her rich Presbyterian heritage as the daughter of a Presbyterian pastor and the many lessons
from her father, who as an African
American pastor during a time of
segregation, brought people of all
backgrounds together to worship
Christ. She took questions from the
audience, and I’m sad to share that
she says she will never run for president, but we laughed as she aspired
to be a sweet old church lady someday. When asked how she thought
churches could reach their communities better, she said having a strong
ministry for children and their parents
was a priority for her; you know that
had me smiling. She currently attends
an ECO presbyterian church in California. As a woman in ministry, I was
so inspired by her strength to use her
talents for the kingdom and to better
her community.
The first day, we met with pastors
and leaders from Virginia, West Virginia, and Maryland who are part of
the ECO East Presbytery. The meeting started with the usual business
we are used to seeing at a Presbyterian meeting with voting and documenting of minutes, but quickly the
meeting took a turn. The leading pastor asked if anyone wanted to share
an awesome happening at his/her
church. I hesitantly raised my hand
and shared how our church was hitting challenges and shared how the
Lord was working mightily among our
elders and leaders. The leaders at
this meeting then asked if they could
pray for us and any other churches in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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FLOWERS
CELEBRATING
WITH FLOWERS

E-LETTER!

Sign up for sanctuary flowers on the
bulletin board to the right in the Narthex.
Help celebrate or remember loved ones
or special events with flowers. There are
two ways to contribute; for $48, Beall’s
will create 2 arrangements or you can
purchase and arrange something yourself in vases that we have available.
You can text or call Laura Martinez with
any questions. 301-775-3497

Are you receiving our weekly E-letter by email? If not, you can add yourself
to list by subscribing on this link: http://eepurl.com/c7Vnnr. If you still aren’t
receiving it, check your promotions or junk/spam email folder.
The purpose of the E-letter is to share the latest announcements and
news. If you are a leader who would like to contribute an announcement
about ministry for the e-letter, please submit no more than three sentences
to: office@neelsville.org by Wednesday at 10:00am. Your announcement
will also go into the bulletin and then will be in the E-letter the following
Monday.

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS

The Knitting and Crocheting group will meet Sunday, March 4th from
2:00pm-4:00pm in the Conference Room. A need right now is for baby
blankets. A good size is 36 by 36 inches done in a soft acrylic yarn. Baby
colors are fine, and some moms like brighter shades! There are many
simple patterns on the internet and it keeps our hands busy while we
wait for spring to arrive! Questions? Contact Marilyn Splete at
amsplete@yahoo.com.

LOOKING AHEAD...

While Session searches for an Interm Pastor, please welcome these guest
speakers to our worship services:
March 4th Third Sunday in Lent;
Chris Hammond from East Central Presbytery, ECO
March 11th Fourth Sunday in Lent;
Ben Hein from Shady Grove Presbyterian Church
th
March 18 Fifth Sunday in Lent;
Paul Kim, Jr., Neelsville’s ECO Ordination Candidate
20701 Frederick Road • Germantown, MD 20876
www.neelsville.org
You can reach the Office at office@neelsville.org
TEL: (301) 972-3916 • FAX: (301) 972-3255

Children and Family Ministry
Jamie Swope
neelsvillekids@gmail.com
Student Ministries Director
Andy Herman
amichaelherman@gmail.com
Choir Director
Steve Kim
kieunstevekim@gmail.com
Treasurer
Wendy Coulliard
treasurernpc@gmail.com
		
Neelsville News is published by
Neelsville Presbyterian Church. Submit Word files
and photos by the 15th of each month to
neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com.
Sherrie Cardea, Melissa Blount, Marilyn Splete
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT – JANUARY 2018

General Operating Fund: The Operating Fund Income for January was
$45,757 and January expenses were $47,253.
Building Fund: Building Fund Income for January was $1,853 and the
January monthly mortgage payment was $2,773.
The Budget Committee thanks you for your generous and faithful
giving.

Year To Date

ECO Ordination Candidate
Paul Kim
paulkimjr@gmail.com

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

Operating Income Received

$45,757

Total Operating Expenses

$47,253

Building Funds Received

$1,853

Total Building Fund Expenses

$2,773
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A MOPS MOM’S JOURNEY
TO WORSHIP AT NEELSVILLE ...

A MOPs Mom’s Journey to Worship at NPC
by Katie Hughes - Mom of Fletcher, 5 months (pictured
below), Saphy, 3, and Arye, 6.

What MOPS means to me...

Neelsville MOPS has given me a lifeline over the past 18
months. I have developed many friendships. MOPS has
a prayer chain, a calendar with daily area events, and the
ability to connect with other local moms.
   When I first started coming to Neelsville MOPS in
Fall 2016, I was incredibly
lonely. I had two girls and
the move to Maryland was
still new. We had left our
friends and family behind
in St. Louis and I felt very
disconnected and isolated.
I forced myself out to go to
MOPS twice a month so
that my younger daughter
would be able to connect with other kids and also because she loved her MOPS kids classroom. The week
following MOPS she reenacted the lesson she learned
about Jesus with her dolls and stuffed animals. She began to make her own friends and look forward to seeing
them.
It is not all play dates and potty talk … I relearned to
crochet, my kindergarten fears were eased, I can get
advice from moms “that have been there and done that,” I
have learned how to cook Korean food, and drawn closer to the Lord through this
ministry. We have moms
with infants to teenagers
and it’s almost guaranteed that God has placed
someone on the same path
before you to pass on the
advice and wisdom that He
has bestowed upon them,
and because of that you
never have to walk through
motherhood alone. We encourage and support each
other in all aspects of life.
My family now attends
Neelsville Presbyterian for
church and we are sending
our youngest daughter to
Milestone Preschool in Fall
2018.

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
Group for Moms Who Work
Outside the Home

There are still spots available in this new group which
aims to connect moms with preschool age children who
work outside the home with each other. These mothers
face unique challenges. The group is for moms of children
birth (including expectant moms) through age 6 who work
at least 10 or more hours outside the home and priority
will be given to those working full-time. From time to time,
we may make an exception
and allow the mother of an
older child or someone who
is not working outside the
home to participate. We encourage you to take a break
from your busy schedule to
gather for conversation with
other moms who seek God’s
comfort and purpose. This
“small but mighty” discussion
group will delve into topics
central to work-life balance
such as perfectionism, guilt, and achievement. Let’s
develop some practical tools and soul care for making
sense of Motherhood together.
We are meeting every other Monday evening from
6:00pm-7:00pm from February 12th through late May.
Come straight from work for open conversation (you are
welcome to bring your dinner) and group discussion. You
can participate and still get home to help with bedtime or
feel free to stay after to chat. We will be planning social
activities during off weeks or weekends. We will use the
MOPS Collective Fierce Love workbook as a springboard for our conversations. You can purchase a copy of
the workbook for $20 (not required) at https://collectives.
mops.org/products/overcome-workbook, and access the
spring MOPS activity calendar for an additional $10. You
do not have to be a member of a church or have a MOPS
membership to apply. Apart from nursing non-mobile
infants (under one year), children will not be permitted
to attend due to the sensitive nature of the topics being
discussed. No childcare will be available at any MOPS
Collective meetings.
Contact: Khalisa at mattandkhalisa@gmail.com
For more information or to register go to:
http://neelsville.org/ministries/mops
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SUPPORTING THE CHURCH

(Condensed from an article by Rev. Matt Ryman in
Tabletalk Magazine, February 2018, Ligonier Ministries)
15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it. Matthew 16: 15-18
This was a world-changing moment. Its magnitude is
seen in the way Jesus responded to their confession.
First, He told them it was God who had revealed His true
identity to them. Second, He told them something very
important about the church. Third, Matthew tells us it was
from that time on that Jesus began foretelling his death
and resurrection.
Jesus said He would build his church. That is exactly what He has been doing up to this moment, and it
is exactly what He will be doing until He returns. What is
the church? The Greek word literally means “called-out
ones.” This helps us understand that Jesus meant He
would build a gathering of believers.
There are some who argue that a person can belong to
the universal church without belonging to a local church.
That’s kind of like saying a football player can be in the
NFL but not on a team. Now I understand that a local
church has hurt some people. The fact that this happens
grieves me deeply, but it doesn’t change the fact that Jesus is building His universal church by gathering people
into local churches.
It is only within the context of a local church that Christians are able to obey a significant number of God’s commands. For example, it is in the context of a local church
that we
Ø Submit to ordained leaders (Hebrews 13:17)
Ø Instruct one another (Romans 15:14)
Ø Live in harmony with one another (Romans 12:16)
Ø Gather for worship (Hebrews 10:25)
Ø Give offerings (1 Corinthians 16:1-3)
Ø Bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2)
Ø Sing with one another (Ephesians 5:19)
Ø Encourage one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
Ø Confess our sins to one another (James 5:16)
Ø Partake of the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:23-34)
Paul’s missionary journeys recorded in Acts were
church-planting journeys. The Apostles understood that
Jesus’ plan to build His universal church involved gathering more and more people into local churches all over the
world.
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What does this mean for us today? A commitment
to Christ includes a commitment to participate in the
universal church through active involvement in a local
church. We should follow the lead of the early Christians
and invest much of our time, talent and treasures for the
sake of our local church and in church-planting efforts
around the world. It means if there comes a day when we
must leave our local church, our top priority must become
finding another church as quickly as possible. It means
we should teach our children to value our local church
and help them develop a heart for church planting in our
city and among the nations.
Most of all, it means that we should remember who
Jesus said would build His church. He didn’t say we
would do it; He said He would do it. He also promised
that no one and nothing would stop Him from finishing the
task. Jesus is building His church, and the gates of hell
will not prevail against it.

ECO Voting
Open to current, active NPC members.

Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018
After the Unity Service at 11am
(The only service that day.)
THE CROSS AND THE CRESCENT:
MEETING OUR MUSLIM NEIGHBORS
You still have time to join the Sunday School class running from February 18th to March 18th at 9:30am in the
White Church. We hear about Islam in the news media
but how much do we really know? The class, lead by
Steve ad Kathi Amar, missionaries ministering to the
Iranian immigrant population in our area, will teach
about the history and beliefs of Islam. Come and learn
about Islam, as well as ideas on how we can befriend
Muslims, build bridges, and share God’s love with our
Muslim neighbors.
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EASTER BRUNCH

Our annual Easter brunch will be held this year on Sunday, April 1st. It will start after the 9:30am church service is
over and end before the 11am service starts in the Felllowship Hall. Exact details will follow at a later date.
We hope you will bring a dish to share, already plated
and ready to be placed on the table.
We need some volunteers to help with the brunch, too.
If you could help with setting up, receiving food that morning, helping during the brunch or cleaning up, you would
be welcomed and much appreciated! Please let one of
the following know;
Marilyn Splete at amsplete@yahoo.com
Gerry Davis at gerry.davis@outlook.com
Chris Fletcher at chriswfletcher@verizon.net
Barbara Miller at barbaraann17@outlook.com
Many hands make light work!
Thank you,
Fellowship Committee

VALENTINE BOX MISSION –
THANK YOU!!

Once again this year, with your help, we were able to
pack and ship over 20 boxes of goodies to our college
students and nearly 30 bags to our home-bound members and staff! This is truly an amazing outreach that is
appreciated by our students, staff and members.  
Thanks to everybody who contributed candy, goodies,
homemade brownies and cookies or cash to offset the
shipping costs. A big thank you to those who turned out to
help pack the goodies! Thanks also to our Sunday School
teachers and students who created lovely Valentines to
send special love along with the goodies.
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EASTER LILY ORDER FORM

Please help decorate our Sanctuary by ordering Easter Lilies. Place this form and your check in the
offering plate or mail it to the church by Sunday, March 25th. Make checks payable to NPC with “Easter
Lilies” in the memo section. No orders can be accepted after March 25th.
My Name________________________________________

My Phone #________________________

I would like to order ______ Lily/Lilies @ $11.00/each
Total Amount Enclosed: $

r I will pick up my lily/lilies after the last Easter service on Sunday, April 1st
r The Deacons may have my lily/lilies to give away to homebound members, shut-ins or members in need
Optional

r In honor of r In memory of

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
If you have any questions please contact Laura Martinez 301-775-3497
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NEELSVILLE KIDS AND FAMILY NEWS
LENT READING PLAN

It’s not too late to read the Bible with your child and
complete the Lent Reading Plan! For a copy, please
email Jamie at neelsvillekids@gmail.com or grab one on
Sunday morning. Older kids are reading through the
Gospel of Mark and younger kids have a modified version
to encourage them to read any Bible devotional. Children
who turn in their completed plan by the Sunday after
Easter will receive a small prize. Of course, the true prize
is developing the spiritual habit to be in God’s Word. Parents, I encourage you to read along with your children.

DONATIONS NEEDED

We are looking for donations of wrapped small candy (no
nuts please) and small toys for an Easter Egg Hunt we
are doing on Palm Sunday, March 25th! Please bring
your donations to the labeled bin in the narthex no later
than Sunday, March 18th.

The spring semester is already flying by for us in the
Student Ministry! We have so much going on and we’d
love for any students from grades 6-12 to join us!
Our usual meeting times are still the same.
Middle School Youth Group - Fridays at 6:30pm
High School Youth Group - Sundays at 6:30pm
Sunday School - Sundays at 9:30am
We also have a lot of special events coming up! Take a
look at the list below!
Family Dinner: Friday, March 23rd
We will be having another Family Dinner night! This
is a night for all of our students, both middle and high
school, to bring their parents to Youth Group for dinner,
games, and a lesson. It is always a ton of fun!
Talent Show: Saturday, April 21st
The Student Ministry will be putting on a Talent Show
and Silent Auction to raise money for our summer
mission trip. If you can contribute anything for the auction or if you’d like to help with the talent show, please
let us know!

EASTER EGG HUNT

Kids through 5th grade, join us for an awesome Easter
Egg Hunt on Sunday, March 25th at 10:00am. Kids can
still be checked in for Sunday School at 9:30am. Weather
permitting, we will be hunting for eggs on the back lawn.
Parents are encouraged to stay and enjoy the fun!

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

You can make a difference by becoming part of
Opening Doors Mentoring Ministry. Opening Doors
provides individual mentoring for people wanting to
develop a life skill and offers tutoring
for children and adults. We need to find
someone who can spend some time with a
kindergartener to show him why doing well
in school is important. If you, or someone
you know, can share some time for this
youngster or someone else, please call
Jim Hensley at 703-217-7900.
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If you have any questions, or would like more information about anything related to the Student Ministry,
contact Andy at npcstudentmin@gmail.com.

HOW I MADE A DIFFERENCE

About one year ago I started mentoring a woman that
I barely knew, Angela, for the GED (General Education Dipolma). Over the year she studied hard for each
section and passed the last one today with
flying colors! She is now a high school
graduate and I couldn’t be prouder. But,
more importantly I now call her a very good
friend. We both gained so much through
this experience. Praise God for bringing us
together!
Karen Styer
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SESSION NEWS
FEBRUARY 2018 SESSION NOTES

Session has finally received from Presbytery a general
outline of the steps needed to complete disaffiliation.
• The PC(USA) National Capital Presbytery’s Discernment Team (DT) will review one year’s worth of minutes
and rolls of active members.
• All active members will be sent written
notice of the advisory vote meeting not later
than 21 days prior to the date of the meeting
and then again not later than 7 days prior to the
meeting. Notice shall be given on two successive Sundays either by verbal announcement or
by posting the notice prominently at the church.
• The vote will be taken. The DT and the PC(USA)
National Capital Presbytery’s Leadership Council representative will be present at the vote.
• The DT will decide what to recommend to Leadership
Council regarding disaffiliation.
• If the Leadership Council recommendation is made
to go forward with the disaffiliation, a vote will be taken at
the next Presbytery meeting. The earliest the Presbytery
meeting would occur is late May.

RISE UP AND BUILD!

I’ve been a part of churches in different denominations,
but I’ve never been so excited about a denomination like
I am about ECO. This is an organization that upholds
the Bible and strong reformed theology with a passion to
evangelize and disciple. Neelsville Family, now is the time
to rise up and take a stand! Support the elders you’ve
elected and the vision for this church to stand upon truth
by voting to leave the PCUSA. The Lord has done mighty
things among His church here, and He has wonderful things in store in the days ahead as we seek to join
like-minded ECO churches.

Session met on February 15th with nine out of twelve
elders present.
An update was given to Session regarding procuring a
loan to enable disaffiliation with PC(USA).  The NPC
Loan Committee (consisting of Bill Armstrong,
Gregg Couillard, Wendy Couillard, Joan Ginetis, and Chad Porter) met on February 7th to
interview representatives from two banks and
a credit union regarding the procurement of a
loan to enable NPC to disaffiliate from PC(USA). The committee selected the credit union as
having the most optimal loan terms. Negotiations
are now underway to finalize the terms regarding closing
costs and subsequently finalizing the loan.
The Interim Pastor Committee has interviewed various
pastors and has recommended one to Session. Session
will be reviewing his resume and sermons and will decide
this coming week on whether to invite him to be our interim pastor.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

our region who were in the midst of this struggle of leaving the PCUSA to include Centerville Church in Virginia,
who we should keep in our prayers as well. The Holy
Spirit was so present as they placed hands on our shoulders. The support I felt for Neelsville I wish I could bottle
up and share with all of you. I cannot wait to officially be a
sister church with these churches in that room collaborating and spurring each other on to good deeds. Many ECO
churches have stories that resonate our own… churches
who counted the cost of discipleship, want to stand up for
truth, and have made tremendous sacrifices. These are
the courageous people I’m excited to minister alongside.
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Worship,Grow,Go!
Celebrate

Changed Lives!

Sunday, March 25th

Palm Sunday

Thursday, March 29th

Maundy Thursday Service with communion at 7:30pm

Friday, March 30th

Good Friday Service at 7:30pm

		

Choir Cantata by the Chancel Choir on the last seven words of Christ

Sunday, April 1st
		

Easter Services at 9:30am and 11:00am

With an Easter brunch between the two services

