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This is the last issue of
Neelsville News. If you are interested in keeping up with the
weekly happenings at NPC, be
sure to subscribe to The E-Letter.
Sign up using this link:
http://eepurl.com/c7Vnnr

This summer we will delve into the
Biblical book Esther in my sermon
series entitled ‘The Hidden King Delivers: The Sovereign God Guides Ordinary Believers.’ Two major thoughts
that prevail in the book of Esther are:
(1) God is faithful to His people; and
(2) Paraphrasing Hugo, “if you have
no purpose, you feel broken down.”
The book of Esther is a story par
excellence. It has virtually all the
ingredients that people through the
ages have most loved in a story—a
beautiful and courageous heroine,
a romantic love thread, a disastrous
threat to the good characters, a thoroughly evil villain, suspense, dramatic
irony, sudden reversal of fortune,
poetic justice, and a happy ending.
The specific type of story represented by the book of Esther is hero
story, as the action is constructed
around the engaging central figure
of a heroine whose Persian name
Esther means “star.” But the story is
also a covenantal story of redemptive
history—a rescue story in which all
of God’s people are delivered from
destruction. The U-shaped descent
into potential tragedy and ascent to a
happy ending is a plot pattern known
as comedy.
However, the heroine Esther is a
developing character, not a character who displays admirable qualities
right from the start. In her early days
in the harem, she fits right in with the
pagan lifestyle that prevails among

the young women who spend a whole
year beautifying themselves in a spa.
People in the harem do not even
know that Esther is a religious person. She has two names, hinting at
the identity crisis that she undergoes
when she rises to the highest level of
Persian society. But Esther becomes
heroic when she is transformed by
the ordeal of needing to save her
people, God’s people.
There is satire (the exposure of
vice or folly) in the book, focused especially on the character of Haman,
who is both narcissistic and vengeful.
My prayer is that as we study Esther
we will be challenged in our own faith
and see how God often works behind
the scenes to mature us in Christ. So
with all this good stuff, let’s begin our
journey in Esther and grow in grace!

June 17th through September 2nd
• Summer Sunday School
for all ages
at 9:30am
• One Service at 10:30am
two services resume
September 9th

BIBLE LEARNING
SUMMER EVENING BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN

SUMMER
ADULT
SUNDAY SCHOOL
PROGRAM

We kicked off our summer adult
Sunday school program on June 17th
with Pastor Jeff leading us through
the book, A Praying Life - Connecting with God in a Distracting World
by Paul E. Miller. It’s never too late
to join the class, so please feel free
to drop in at 9:30 in the Large Classroom in the historic White Church. If
you want us to order a book for
you, (suggested donation is $11.00)
please let Lynn Kroah know by emailing her at lkroah@gmail.com or calling 301-977-2477, or get one sooner
by ordering directly from Amazon.

This summer, we have a special evening Bible study happening. Reserve
your book soon by contacting Kelly at the email below. I so hope you can
join us!
What: Summer Women’s Bible study of Nehemiah
When: Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm
June 28th-August 16th (8 weeks total)
Where: Neelsville Presbyterian Church in the Parlor
We will be utilizing REBUILD: A Study in Nehemiah by Kathleen Nielsen
with D.A. Carson. Books can be ordered through NPC for a suggested
donation of $15. Please come prepared having read Chapter 1 by the 28th.
Looking forward to seeing you there! Questions? Please contact
Kelly Hydoski at Khydoski@gmail.com.
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT—MAY 2018

General Operating Fund: Operating Fund income through May was
$256,265 and expense to date through May was $249,538.
Building Fund: Building Fund income through May was $13,251, and
Mortgage payments through May were $13,867, slightly more than the
income received to date.
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Paul Kim
paulkimjr@gmail.com
Children and Family Ministry
Jamie Swope
neelsvillekids@gmail.com

Choir Director
Steve Kim
kieunstevekim@gmail.com
Treasurer
Wendy Coulliard
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Neelsville News is published by
Neelsville Presbyterian Church.
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Year To Date

The Budget Committee thanks you for your generous and faithful
giving.

Student Ministries Director
Andy Herman
amichaelherman@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

Operating Income Received

$256,265

Total Operating Expenses

$249,538

Building Funds Received

$13,251

Total Building Fund Expenses

$13,867
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WORSHIP MUSIC MINISTRY
NEW DIRECTOR
OF WORSHIP MUSIC MINISTRY

We are excited to announce that Katy Hylton will be the
new Director of Worship Music Ministry at Neelsville! She
will start later this summer.
This fall, Katy will begin her second year as doctoral
student in choral conducting at the University of Maryland (the same program that Steve Kim and Greg Graf
attended) where she will teach undergraduate conducting
and co-direct the Chamber Singers. Katy was previously the Director of Music at Holy Family Church in
Middletown, MD, where she conducted the Adult, Youth,
and Children’s choirs, and led the Praise Band and
instrumental program. She also taught middle school
music and choir at St. Thomas More Academy. Prior to
that she was Director of Choral Music at Blair Academy
in New Jersey for four years, where she conducted the
Blair Academy Singers, founded the Men’s, Women’s,
and Chamber choruses, conducted yearly musicals, and
taught cross-curricular courses in music and religious
studies and music and movement. Before that she was
the Music Director at First Presbyterian Church of Victor

Wednesday Nights!
July 11 th - August 22 nd
Final Performance:
August 26 th
NEELSVILLE KIDS AND FAMILY NEWS
Summer is hot and happening around Neelsville! At
Neelsville Kids Sunday School, we are continuing to
move through The Big God Story as we finish with the
New Testament stories that teach us about who God
is. Each school year we start in the Old Testament and
then move through the New Testament into summer, and
I so don’t want your child to miss that important part of
the Bible. I realize summer travels may take you away
from coming Sunday mornings, so make sure to keep up
with the Big God story at home with the guides I send by
E-mail. I am looking for short term Sunday School teachers and assistants as our regular teachers are taking the
summer off. E-mail me if you can help.

New York where she fell in love with music ministry.
Katy is originally from upstate New York. She has
a Bachelor’s degree in Music Composition and Theory
from Hofstra University (summa cum laude), and a Master of Music in Choral Conducting from the Eastman
School of Music. She is a conductor, singer, and composer, and also teaches voice, piano, and guitar. She is
looking forward with great anticipation to becoming part of
the Neelsville family!

Katy Hylton

Director of Worship
Music Ministry

Kids Rock kicks off July 11th at 6:30pm! Please pray for
the kids and leaders involved in this high energy program
that includes fun outdoor games, crafts, Biblical lessons,
and rehearsal for the children’s musical “Jailhouse Rock.”
We are taking donations for kid and leader snacks, so if
you’d like to contribute, let Jamie know.
Summer Art Club led by MOPS leader Keeley Connelly is happening every Thursday at 4:00pm at Clear Spring
Park. RSVP the Monday prior to keeleybarler@gmail.com
so she can have materials for all participating kids.
We hope to see your family at Sunday FUN DAY July
22nd and at the Frederick Keys game for some special
fellowship with the whole church family!
Finally, I’d like to thank the Newsletter team... Melissa
Blount, Sherrie Cardea, Marilyn Splete, and Jenn Park
who have done an amazing job with this newsletter over
the years. It’s been a great way to share the amazing
ways God is working through His people. I do pray for an
encore, but in the meantime, you can subscribe to regular
emails about kids and family ministry by E-mailing me.
Blessings,
Jamie Swope
neelsvillekids@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
LIBRARY NEWS

Summer is here! Pick up some books for your summer
reading. Please return your books and videos in a timely
manner. We suggest three weeks for a typical loan. The
library team is hunting down three missing items from our
library. If you happen to see these AWOL items in your
home or in a Sunday School classroom, please return
them to the church library.
Noah’s Ark – a movie on video
by Hallmark Communications
War Room – DVD movie
The Shack – book by William P. Young
New additions can be found on the New Book Shelf
through August.
A Set of Rebellious Scoundrels: Three Centuries
of Presbyterians Along the Potomac by William E.
Thompson
From Grim to Green Pasture: Meditations for the Sick
and Their Caregivers by Richard L Morgan
Greatest Skits on Earth, Vol. 2 by Wayne Rice and Mike
Yaconelli
My First Picture Book About God by Stephanie Jeffs
and Roma Bishop
Sex by Barbour Publishing
Share Jesus Without Fear by William Fay

LOCAL MISSIONS
LOCAL MISSIONS OUTLOOK

The fact that you are reading this NPC newsletter means
you know of Jesus’ call to ‘love your neighbor’. And you
know that all people are your neighbors. Local Missions is
the committee that specifically reaches out in ministry to
our immediate area through programs and contributions.
The program arm of Local Missions is experiencing a time
of change as ministry leaders leave - health issues, moving away, etc. There is a serious need for members of our
congregation to step forward and continue to reach out
to our hurting neighbors. Leaders and help are needed
for both existing ministries and to provide ideas for future
ministries.
During this time, Local Missions is continuing its monetary contributions to various organizations. But money
does not have the face of Jesus, the warmth of a smile,
the hand of caring. For that, we need members who have
a love of others and recognize that they can help.
I am asking you to seriously consider how you can help
through participation in Local Missions. The Local Missions Committee meets 4 times a year, and attendance
at the meetings, while extremely helpful, is not a requirement. The next meeting will be in September. Please
contact me if our Lord is calling you to help. I’ll explain the
ministries and needs. Help Neelsville to continue to reach
out to our community in a very personal way.
Merilee Worsey, Local Missions Chairperson
librarianmaster@hotmail.com

REMEMBERING GERRY CASSELL …

Some of you who have been around NPC for a long time
may remember Gerry and Jim Cassell. Gerry went home
to be with the Lord earlier this month and we are including below part of her obituary for those of you who knew
her.
Katherine Geraldine Cassel (n. Campbell) died June
11, 2018 at the age of 94 in Gaithersburg, MD. She was
born in Sewickley, PA to Joseph and Delia Campbell on
March 25, 1924. She was married for 56 years to the
love of her life, Dr. James M. Cassel (previously deceased October 18, 2000).
Gerry was an active mother of four daughters, Joan
Cornfeld (d. 2014)(Edward Cornfeld), Kathy Bohns
(Steve Bohns), Alice Rauer (Andreas Rauer) and
Rebecca Stosser (Craig Stosser). She had 10 grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren and many nieces and
nephews. She always cared about each of them and
followed their lives.
She was a long time member of Neelsville Presbyterian
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Church in Gaithersburg, MD and, previously a 22 year
member of Christ Lutheran Church in Bethesda, MD.
She often volunteered her services, even at one point
traveling to the Dominican Republic on a church-sponsored mission.
Gerry’s business classes from the University of
Pittsburgh came in handy when she later worked as a
dedicated secretary for the Christ Church Child Center,
Bethesda, MD and later at Tektronics in Germantown.
She was a snowbird who enjoyed her loving extended family in Pine Island, Florida. The enclave of visiting
relatives brought her great joy. She also was thrilled to
get a tennis trophy in her 80’s while in Florida!
Gerry showed girls they could be very competitive,
smart and yet enjoy their femininity. Her family remembers with great appreciation all the delicious coffeecakes
she made, the elaborate clothes and costumes she
sewed and the Libby beef stew meals she cooked on
a month-long camping trip from Maryland to California.
She will be remembered especially for her “can do” attitude to just push forward despite life’s hurdles.

N E E L S V I L L E N E W S • J U LY / A U G U S T 2 0 1 8

LOCAL MISSIONS
THINKING ABOUT MOPS?
WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU

outside of the home. If you are interested in joining us
contact mattandkhalisa@gmail.com.

For Moms From Pregnancy Through
Their Youngest Entering Kindergarten
Our traditional MOPS group meets during the school
year for bi-monthly meetings on Tuesdays during the
day. Moms enjoy a brunch, speaker and time of fellowship. Children are cared for in the nursery or enjoy a
preschool style Christian curriculum. This group also has
a daily activity calendar offering moms and their children
an opportunity to connect with other moms and their kids
during the day. Daily activity calendar continues throughout the summer. Regular mom’s nights out, family activities and field trips are also offered. Please contact
kimberlynugent@hotmail.com if you are interested in joining us. There are still spots available.

Words From Our MOPS Current Members
MOPS has saved me in so many ways, I’m not sure I can
list them all. Before I joined MOPS I was feeling so alone,
all I looked forward to was the fellowship of my church.
That’s only one day a week for a chance to socialize
without having to watch my children (3 under 3 and my
six year old). MOPS gives my girls and I the stimulation
and relationships that we were looking for. I love that I
now have a way to feel more connected to other moms in
my community. MOPS also gives so many outlets to help
me help others! There is nothing that I don’t love about
MOPS and I’m so thankful to be a part of this strong community of women. —Bethany Powell, mom of four

For Moms With Kids In Elementary School
MOMSNext is for moms with kids in elementary
school. The group meets one Monday evening a month
to discuss issues specific to raising elementary school
children. Some moms in this group stay at home full
time while other moms in this group work outside of the
home full or part time. Regular mom’s nights out are also
offered. Contact yvonneleewhite@yahoo.com if you are
interested in joining us.

MOPS has blessed me for the past sixteen months in so
many ways. Moving to Maryland from Chicago was not
an easy decision or simple move for us. We left all our
friends and most of our family behind. However, MOPS
welcomed me just weeks after relocating and has helped
me grow relationships with amazing moms in the area. I
am grateful for the community of moms I have met and
I owe our successful transition to Maryland to the leadership and MOPS Mom community. MOPS is growing
friendships for life.  —Jill Woodworth

For Moms Who Work Outside Of The Home
MOPS Collective is a bi-monthly evening meeting which
occasionally meets on the weekend catering to moms
from pregnancy through their youngest entering kindergarten. The meetings focus on issues for moms who work

SESSION NEWS
JUNE 2018 SESSION NOTES

Session met on June 14th with six out of twelve elders
present.
A new Transitional Ministry Workgroup was formed to
work with our transitional pastor (Rev. Jeff Rickett) to
prepare for the next phase of our congregational
life, when we join the ECO Presbyterian denomination. The workgroup will gather information
about the needs of our church in this time of
transition and also think about the qualities
desired in our next full-time Pastor. This is not
a Pastoral Nominating Committee, which will not
be elected until we have joined ECO. Based upon
the recommendations of the Neelsville Nominating Com-

mittee, Session has appointed the following individuals
to serve on this new workgroup: Eileen Bauer; Deborah
Boatang, Adam Condrick, Sue Farrell, Sean Morrisey,
Tamyra Porter, and Theo R.
To assist the workgroup in assessing the needs
of the church, we will have a focus group after
each service in July. Hopefully you will be able
to attend one of these meetings to talk with the
elders and deacons present and communicate
what you see as the strengths, weaknesses,
and opportunities in this time of transition in our
church life.
As always our mission is to glorify God by being and making disciples of Jesus.
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FELLOWSHIP
TEA IN SPAIN

If you didn’t attend the “Tea in Spain” ladies event, you missed a fun time! Just ask any of the women who attended
– a fun time was had by all! There was plenty of food so everyone got the opportunity to taste the Spanish cuisine,
coffees, and teas. Over seventy women attended. We were fortunate to have 8 volunteers to help with childcare. The
mothers were able to relax and really enjoy the Tea knowing their small ones were in good hands. The devotion this
year was about love and kindness. There were door prizes and great fellowship.
Special thanks to all those who helped make the Tea a success. It would not have happened without you!
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FELLOWSHIP
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