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A Vision for 
Ministry and
Mission with 
ECO

Our September sermon series will 
prepare us to transition to our new 
denomination, ECO: A Covenant 
Order of Evangelical Presbyterians. 
The mission of ECO is to build 
flourishing churches that make      
disciples of Jesus Christ. That means 
our new denomination’s mission is 
to help Neelsville fulfill our mission, 
which is “to glorify God by being and 
making disciples of Jesus Christ.” 
 We provided a great deal of infor-
mation about ECO-Presbyterians 
during the discernment process, but 
I have not yet spoken at length from 
the pulpit about the vision for ministry 
and mission with ECO. Some folks 
have asked me, “Are we still going 
to be Presbyterian?” or “What does 
the acronym ECO mean?” or “What 
will ECO do for our ministries and 
mission?” This month we will turn to 
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The next issue of Neelsville News 
will be our October edition. Article 
submissions should be sent to 
neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com by 
Friday, September 15th. We look 
forward to hearing from you!

God’s Word and answer these ques-
tions and others as we wait on the 
Lord’s timing for our move to ECO. 
If you have questions you would like 
answered about ECO, our ministries 
or our mission, please email me at 
pete@neelsville.org. The schedule 
for the sermon series is:

September 3rd ............Evangelical
September 10th  ..........Covenant  
September 17th ..........Order
September 24th ..........Presbyterian

Adult Sunday School Class: 
ECO Information Series
We return to our regular two-service 
schedule starting September 3rd with 
Sunday School classes for all ages 
at 9:30am and worship at 9:30am 
and 11am. Our adult class will track 
Pastor Pete’s sermon series with an 
in-depth discussion on the history 
and tenets of ECO, ECO’s model for 
ministry and mission, ECO’s theology 
and polity, and other important sub-
jects. The class is tentatively sched-
uled to be held in the Large 
Classroom in the Chapel Building. 

Pastor Pete

CHURCH 
FAMILY 
PICNIC

In our own NPC backyard!
Sunday, September 10th, at 4pm

(See page 8 for more details.)
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Sunday Greeters
Our ushers do a great job welcoming people into the sanctuary and serving during the worship, but we need greeters 
by the Welcome Center and Fellowship Hall doors to welcome new people and 
point them in the right direction, show parents where the Nursery and Educa-
tion Wing are, hand out Guest Bags, and share the love of Christ with a smile 
and hearty handshake. 
 We are currently taking sign-ups (go to hwww.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e-
4ca9aa2ba31-greeters) for the 11am worship services from now to the end of 
the year. We hope to add greeters to the 9:30am service too, but for now we will 
look to staff and pastors to be the additional greeters in the early morning. To improve our 
welcome of first time guests we are also updating the bulletin, adding maps to the entrances, 
and creating a new brochure about the ministries and missions of Neelsville.

October Sermon Series Preview: The Five Solas of the Reformation 
The Protestant Reformation of the 16th century changed Christianity forever. The Reformers were guided by the con-
viction that the church of their day had drifted away from the essential, historic teachings of Christianity. The Reforma-
tion sought to re-orient Christianity on the original message of Jesus and His apostles. On the last Sunday of October 
we will commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the day that the German monk, Martin Luther, nailed 
his Ninety-five Theses on the door of the All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg, Germany. 
 The Five Solas are five Latin phrases that emerged during the Reformation to summarize the Reformers’ theological 
convictions about the essentials of Christianity.
 The Five Solas are:
1 – Sola Scriptura (“Scripture alone”): The Bible alone is our highest authority ................ October 1st

2 – Sola Gratia (“grace alone”): We are saved by the grace of God alone. ....................... October 8th

3 – Solus Christus (“Christ alone”): Jesus Christ alone is our Lord, Savior, and King ...... October 15th 

PASTOR’S CORNER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

4 – Sola Fide (“faith alone”): We are saved through faith alone in Jesus 
Christ ............................................................... October 22nd 
5 – Soli Deo Gloria (“to the glory of God alone”): We live for the glory of 
God alone ........................................................ October 29th

ROCKVILLE PREGNANCY CENTER
Rockville Pregnancy Clinic (RPC) is currently seeking Medical Volunteers. 
If you are interested and are a Registered Nurse, or a Registered Diagnos-
tic Medical Sonographer, please fill out the volunteer form located at www.
rockvillepregnancyclinic.org. Once submitted, we will get back to you 
promptly.
 RPC especially needs people with OB sonogram experience; therefore, if 
you have this experience, please prayerfully consider joining us. 
 There is great reward in helping women see the baby they carry has a 
body and a beating heart! A picture is truly worth a thousand words and 
may save a precious life.

LOCAL MISSIONS
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WORSHIP
CHURCH HOSPITALITY: 
HOW EVERY MEMBER CONTRIBUTES
Adapted from a Blog called 10XChurch by Patrick Steil
Every one of us in the congregation can be a one-person 
welcoming committee at church services and activities; a 
goodwill ambassador for the Church and for Jesus Christ. 
Everyone enjoys and benefits from receiving friendly 
greetings, but it is especially important that some; like vis-
itors, new people, shy people, 
depressed people, and lonely 
people; receive lots of friendly 
greetings plus real love.
 The Bible places great em-
phasis on fellowshipping and 
giving to others, both of which 
require spending time with others. Merely arriving early 
for services or staying awhile afterwards, or preferably 
both, can do much of this! 
 How important is all this? Very! Over the years, I 
have heard countless comments about how friendly or 
unfriendly a congregation is. And often the comment is 
based on only one visit! The judgment is often based on 
how many people come up to talk with a visitor.
 So what are first-time church visitors looking for?  
 • Meaningful worship
 • Personal connection
 Meaningful worship enables people to connect with 
God. It helps them to feel the presence of the Holy Spirit 
and know that God is truly present at that church.

 What can interfere with a positive church visit is when 
the meaningful worship is accompanied by lack of per-
sonal interaction with the congregation. What enhanc-
es visitors’ impressions of a church is when the people 
notice them . . . when the members pay attention to them, 

want to know their stories, when 
they connect with you. This 
means more than just a hello or 
a handshake, it means a genu-
ine interest in another person, a 
“Hey, who are you, and how are 
you doing?”

 When first-time visitors come, they will likely forget 
what songs were sung that morning, and they will forget 
the sermon. However, they are not going to forget the 
way the people in the church made them feel.
 Hospitality: not just a job for the Ushers or the Greet-
ers, but for every member of the church family.

Therefore welcome one another as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God.   

–Romans 15:7

Join us on Sunday, September 10th for a 
church-wide greeting day! Greet folks 
you know and those you don’t. Make 
an effort to greet and be greeted!

‘TIS THE SEASON…
For Operation Christmas Child
Neelsville will once again support Operation Christ-
mas Child, the shoebox program through Samar-
itan’s Purse to provide small gifts to children in 
under-privileged countries and to bring information 
about Christ’s love to brighten their day. As we head 
into fall, it is the perfect time to start collecting 
shoebox items such as pencils, crayons and 
notepads. Look for more information coming soon 
on how the whole church can get involved in this 
wonderful program.
 If you are interested in assisting with this Global 
Missions project, please contact Sue Green at sue-
green0302@verizon.net. 

A sampling of our 
2016 OCC Shoebox collections
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LOCAL MISSIONS

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
Since 2001 Neelsville Presbyterian Church has provided 
free English as a second language classes to our com-
munity. We started out with about 20 students the first 
several sessions, but have grown through mostly word of 
mouth to about 50 students each session. It has been an 
enjoyable experience for the students and those teach-
ing and helping. We have met so many appreciative and 
hard-working individuals from many countries. Some 
have become members of Neelsville.  Many have opened 
their hearts and the Spirit has led them to learn more 
about Jesus Christ.
 This outreach needs additional volunteers to reach as 
many as we can in our diverse community. Please con-
sider assisting or teaching  a class. They meet Saturday 
mornings from 9am-11 am. They will start September 9th 
and stop for the holidays on November 18th.  Each level 
has two pictorial books to teach from providing every-day 
English vocabulary.
 Experience the joy of giving to others in our community. 
For more information call Betty Velthuis at 301-916-2848.

INTERNATIONAL DAY AT NEELSVILLE
Please join us Sunday, November 12th, following the 
11am service to celebrate Neelsville’s first International 
Day. We are planning a special day to recognize Neels-
ville’s multicultural body of believers. This will be an 
opportunity to learn more about the rich heritage repre-
sented within our congregation as we enjoy the differ-
ent foods, languages and cultures of our members and 
guests. As we learn more about our unique differences, 
we pray it will strengthen our unity, faith and love for one 
another. We will then be better equipped to make and 
grow disciples of all nations.
 We hope you will consider how you can volunteer by 
sharing your food, music, art, dress or other unique as-
pects of your culture to make this a very special event.
 We would love to hear your ideas about how to make 
this a fun and memorable event. You may contact;

Gerry Davis at gerry.davis@outlook.com
Deborah Boateng at deb405@juno.com

Dr. Sam Amoako-Atta at samoakoatta@gmail.com
Tamyra Porter at porterpo5@gmail.com

 In the weeks to come, additional details will be provided 
so keep your eyes open for more information.

“WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?”
In Luke 10:25-37, Jesus is asked this question after 
he gives us the command to "Love your neighbor as 
yourself."
 Our neighbors are the family struggling to put food on 
the table, the unwed mother-to-be, the student failing in 
school, the inmate wondering what will happen after they 
are released. These and others are the neighbors that 
the Local Missions Committee is helping through the 
programs and activities it supports.
 You are encouraged to "love your neighbor" by 
becoming a part of the Local Missions Committee. Our 
next quarterly meeting is Tuesday, September 5th at 
7pm in the church Library. Please consider becomming a 
part of this important ministry to Germantown and the up-
county area. If you have questions, don't hesitate to call 
Merilee Worsey at 301-515-0027.
 Note: Please park in the back parking lot and use the 
rear door.

UPDATE ON MINISTRY OF  
LOCAL MISSIONARY 
Thanks for your prayers – they’re working!
After almost two years of moving into deep water, 
hanging out at “watering holes” of unchurched net-
works, making myself available, being a friend, showing 
up, and asking God to show me the way forward, I am 
thrilled to report a “harvest” week earlier in the summer.
 • Three families I met in meetup groups attended the 
game night we hosted at our home.
 • Two unchurched friends did a service project with 
me. One joined our men’s mentoring group.
 • Three families have come forward as prospects for 
a NEW discipleship group.
 • One new vision is emerging for a local neighbor-
hood out of our existing discipleship group.
 All in one week! This is how ministry works; lots of 
waiting on God and then, all of the sudden, He delivers 
in a big way!
 Most importantly, I’m beginning to see how God is 
using meetup groups, game nights, discipleship groups, 
and mentoring sessions together as a whole to draw 
people to Himself, no matter where their starting point.
 God’s handiwork has always been a beauty to be-
hold.  Now it’s just drop-dead gorgeous!
 Thanks for your support and prayers.

Norm is NPC’s local missionary who networks among 
the unchurched in Montgomery County to discover what 
our Lord is up to beyond the church walls. Find out 
more about his ministry at www.bridgeus.org.
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Celebration of Life
Memorial Service for Thelma Fletcher 

September 17th 

There will be a potluck luncheon in the Fellowship Hall 
following the 11am service on Sunday, September 
17th. Thelma was a long time member of the church. 
She will be remembered for her involvement in many 
aspects of church life, especially as a Sunday school 
teacher. Please join us and bring a dish to share.

AN INVITATION FOR THE 
WOMEN OF NEELSVILLE…
On September 8th, the Women’s Friday Morning Bible 
study will begin a wonderful DVD based Bible study by 
Ray Vander Laan titled The Mission of Jesus.  We 
would love other women to join our group in the parlor 
on Friday mornings, 9:30 to 11:30am  Here is what a 
few women in our Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 
recently shared:

I attend this Bible Study because I love the ladies 
who attend and everyone respects each other’s inter-
pretation of the scriptures as we learn/study together. I 
also appreciate the support we give each other through 
prayer and fellowship. ~Beverly

I look forward to our Bible studies for a number of 
reasons. One of these reasons is that I get to hear oth-
er’s understanding of what we are studying. ~Janne

I love the Bible Study because I learn so much in 
the Word and I always gain so much from the discus-
sion. We share our thoughts and come away with new 
ideas about what we study. I believe everyone is able 
to speak freely and openly. There is a true sense of like 
purpose and a strong sense of support for each person. 
Prayer time offers support and comfort for the coming 
week. We are friendly, open, and encouraging. Most of 
all.....we love our Lord!  ~Carol

The Friday morning Bible study has blessed me in 
countless ways ... The friendships, the ability to both 
support as well as lean on my fellow sisters in Christ, 
the opportunity to learn from similar or shared experi-
ences, the growth I’ve experienced as a believer, the 
knowledge that everything we share will be kept in the 
strictest confidence, the joys and laughter, and the 
outpouring of love have filled me with a gratitude I can 

hardly express. Again, I feel truly 
blessed to count myself among 
these exceptional women! I thank 
God for the Friday Morning Bible 
study!  ~Angela 

Come learn more about our 
Lord, and his love and plans for 
you. Grow in your faith as you 

study and share with other sup-
portive members of our church 

family. For more information 
contact Sue Farrell.

For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I among them.             —Matthew 18:20

FELLOWSHIP

TRUNK OR TREAT
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28TH; 3-5PM
Ways to support this ministry, easy as 1-2-3!
1 Donate candy and small prizes (like erasers and 
stickers) and drop off in the Narthex.
2 Sign up to run a game station or booth. Youth can 
receive SSL hours.
3 Sign up to host a trunk. We ask that you provide 200 
pieces of candy and decorate your trunk. Decorations 
can be as simple or elaborate as you’d like. There will be 
prizes for the best decorated trunks and costumes!
Contact Jamie at neelsvillekids@gmail.com for more 
information.

Last year we had our biggest 

Trunk or Treat EVER! Let’s pray 

we can show the love of Christ to 

our community in a big way again 

this year!
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LIBRARY NEWS
KID’S VIDEOS AND NEW BOOKS!
Our church library now has a full shelf of great DVDs for 
our kids to watch. Thank you to those who are donating 
them! The following are brand new.
 Children’s DVDs:
Anne: Journey to Green Gables
Daniel Boone
Gentle Ben
Gentle Ben 2
Lassie
Miracle in the Woods
 And two books for adults:
Choosing Gratitude by Nancy Leigh DeMoss
Stained Glass Hearts by Patsy Clairmont

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS
I hope you have found a cool and shady spot to do some 
knitting and crocheting this summer! When fall arrives, we 
will start responding to the need for “baby bundles” (baby 
size hat plus an afghan), preemie hats, lap robes, prayer 
shawls, and scarves. Our first fall meeting date will not be 
until November. We love new knitters! For more informa-
tion, contact Marilyn Splete at amsplete@yahoo.com.

FELLOWSHIP

SEPTEMBER WOMEN’S
EVENING BIBLE STUDY! 
Mondays, September 11th and 25th, we will go deep into 
Titus as we use inductive Bible study skills to com-
prehend, interpret, and apply this amazing letter Paul 
wrote to his brother in Christ. This is a follow up to skills 
we learned over the summer from the book by Jen 
Wilkin, Women of the Word, but it is not necessary to 
have read that book to participate in this Titus study. 
There will be a workbook to work through before our 
two sessions. To sign up and receive the workbook, 
please contact Jamie Swope, the teacher for this study, 
at jamiejswope@gmail.com.

The student ministry’s fall programming will begin 
on September 8th! On Friday and Sunday evenings, we 
will be having youth group which will be a time for fellow-
ship and fun. We will play some games, hang out, and 
have an informal discussion about how our faith connects 
to life. Youth Group will be on Fridays at 7:30pm for 
middle school youth, and Sundays at 6:30pm for high 
school youth. 

Our main teaching time will be on Sunday mornings 
during the Sunday School hour. This time will feature 
both upfront teaching and some discussion time. There 
will also be snacks and coffee on some mornings! We will 
start the year by going through a study on different ways 
to engage with the Bible, followed by a study of the book 
of Revelation.

One other special feature of our calendar this year, 
which is listed on the Fall calendar of events, is our Fam-
ily Dinners. Family dinner is something that will occur 

once every other month at our evening youth groups. 
There will be a separate gathering for MS and HS, hence 
the two different dates for each, where parents will be in-
vited to come join us for dinner, games, and conversation. 

Also worth noting is our winter retreat in January! 
This is going to be a great opportunity for students to 
grow in their friendships and their faith, as well as an 
awesome opportunity to bring friends who may be inter-
ested in getting involved. The retreat is a weekend filled 
with fun, great spiritual conversations, solid teachings, 
and much more. January may seem far off, but it will 
sneak up quickly, so reach out to Andy at npcstudent-
min@gmail.com if your student is interested in going. 

Here’s our calendar of special events for the fall and 
early winter:

September 8 ..............................Fall Programming Start
September 22 and 24................Family Dinner
October 27 .................................Corn Maze and more
November 10 and 12.................Family Dinner
December 17 .............................Yankee Swap
January 19 and 21, 2018 ..........Family Dinner
January 26 – 28, 2018 ...............Winter Retreat

If you have any questions about the student ministry, 
contact Andy at npcstudentmin@gmail.com.
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UPCOMING DATES 
September 3rd   
 First day of regular Sunday School at 9:30am
September 10th   
 Annual Church picnic 
September 29th–October 1st  
 Family Retreat at Mar-lu-Ridge Conference Center, MD
October 28th from 3-5pm  
 Trunk or Treat

FAMILY RETREAT
The retreat will be September 29th-October 1st at 
Mar-lu-Ridge Conference Center (about 45 minutes 
north of Neelsville Church).
 Our first family retreat in years will offer meaningful 
connections for our parents in an encouraging and rejuve-
nating camp environment with fun, age-appropriate activ-
ities for our children, too. The Family Retreat will incor-
porate two basic facets: teaching with Pastor Pete and 
fellowship with our growing Neelsville family. Topics to be 
covered will include the role of Dads and Moms in family 
discipleship, nurturing a healthy, holy home, and growing 
a biblical worldview in every area of life. You do not need 
to be a member of Neelsville to attend. Space is limited 
so sign up today. Contact Jamie at neelsvillekids@gmail.
com for cost information and to sign up. 

NEELSVILLE KIDS AND FAMILY NEWS
What a summer it’s been! We had a packed house at 
VBS with so many children joyfully singing to the Lord 
and learning how God made them for a purpose. I’ve 
been part of many VBS teams, but this one was partic-
ularly special. We could not have had a more dedicated 
bunch of volunteers who loved these kids so well. We 
shared daily how we saw God working and it was incredi-
ble to hear how God worked in the hearts of our kids and 
volunteers. Thank you, Neelsville, for your faithful finan-
cial giving that allowed us to do this ministry and thank 
you also for your generous donations as well as the time 
you gave to service. Special thanks to a special donor 
who gave toward our Chik-fil-A Day as well as to Chik-
fil-A in Germantown who donated food and gift cards. 
 It’s Back-to-School time which means we are gear-
ing up for a new school year in Sunday School, too. Our 

teaching teams are continuing to use the TRU Curricu-
lum which takes our children chronologically through the 
Bible to show kids who God is, teaches key scriptures, 
and helps them develop in their relationship with Him. 
There are weekly guides for you to take home so you can 
discuss the Bible stories, scriptures, and themes they are 
learning. Registration is only required for new attending 
children. If you registered your children last year, please 
let us know only if there’s been a change to contact, 
emergency, allergy, or health information. 
 A new activity for this fall is a NPC Kids Leadership 
Team! Intended for children in second through fifth grade, 
it will engage them training and serving. Details about 
applying for this team will be coming soon to parents.
 Are you a parent but not receiving weekly e-mail 
updates from Neelsville Kids Ministry? Please contact 
Jamie at neelsvillekids@gmail.com to be added. 
 Would you be available to help greet children and 
families coming into Sunday School? This role takes 
just a few minutes each Sunday but makes a big dif-
ference. We also still have some room on our teaching 
team. Or do you have great ideas for kids and family 
ministry and would like to join our planning team? Contact 
Jamie at neelsvillekids@gmail.com to learn more.
In Christ,
Jamie Swope
Director of Children’s and Family Ministry

Just some of 
the fun, crafts 
and songs 
experienced 
at VBS this 
summer!
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CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC
Location: In the Neelsville Church Backyard!
We are looking forward to another fun Neelsville Family Picnic on Sunday, September 10th, at the church. 
Please note that the location is at the church this year. We will kick the fun off at 4pm. There will be yard 
games and outdoor activities along with a fun cook-out style meal. The church will provide hamburgers and 
hot dogs, along with a couple of black-bean burgers. Please bring a side based on your last name.

 If you are able to help with set-up or clean-up, please contact Tamyra Porter at tporter@navigant.com.

A-R bring side dishes

S-Z bring desserts


