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On June 3rd forty NPC lay leaders 
and our staff and pastors gathered in 
the Chapel for a half day leadership 
summit for the purpose of seeking 
God’s will and refining our strategic 
plan we call the 2020 Vision. At last 
year’s leadership summit our elders 
and staff wrote this four year vision 
plan with the overarching theme 
“Bless Our City”, as it is our desire to 
make an impact for Christ right here 
in Germantown and Upper Montgom-
ery County. 
 A vision statement humbly yet bold-
ly addresses the question “Where is 
God taking us?” This year’s meeting 
provided a time to review as well as 
refine, refocus and renew our vision 
for the second half of this year and 
beyond.  
 The morning began with worship, 
prayer, and a celebration of where 
God took us this past year. Then we 
held three workshops, one for each 
part of our discipleship process: 
Worship, Grow, and Go. Jamie and 
Steve lead the Worship workshop. 
Because Paul Kim, our ECO Candi-
date for ordination and Adult Disci-
pleship was leading a conference in 
Atlanta, the GROW workshop was 
led by Andy and me. The GO work-
shop was led by Pastor Derek, and CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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CORNER
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local Missionary Norm Gordon. 
Attendees rotated through these 
three workshops and then we came 
back together for a closing time, re-
viewing our work of the day and lifting 
these refined plans and directives 
before the Lord in prayer. 
 Included in this double issue of 
the newsletter are reports from each 
of these workshops. See and get 
excited about where God is leading 
us as a community of faith! By God’s 
grace there is growing momentum in 
what God is doing in and through our 
church and you are a vital part of our 
mission.  

JOURNEY OF JOY 
JULY SERMON SERIES
“True happiness comes from within.” 
At least that’s what our culture tells 
us. But what if this is wrong? What 
if true joy comes not from within, but 
from without? What if it comes from 
God himself? Embedded in the Bible 
is a little-known guidebook to the 
lasting joy we long for: the Psalms 
of Ascent—a set of 15 Psalms that 
share honestly about the heights and 
depths of life while celebrating the 
faithfulness of God. 

Our series will focus on the first 
five psalms of this special group-
ing, Psalms 120-124. They are also 
known as Pilgrim Songs. Jerusalem 
is situated on a high hill. Jews trav-
eling to Jerusalem for one of the 
annual Jewish festivals traditionally 
sang these songs on the “ascent” or 
the uphill road to the city. 

The series will be kicked-off by our 
Student Ministries Director Andy Her-
man and continued by Pastor Pete 
through the end of the month. 

Pastor Pete

LEADERSHIP 
SUMMIT: 
REFINING OUR 
2020 VISION- 
BLESS OUR CITY

July and August 
Sunday Schedule

Classes for All Ages 9am
Worship Service 10am
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEWS

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
FINANCIAL UPDATE – MAY 2017
General Operating Fund: The Operating Fund Income received to date 
through May was $281,838 and Expenses were $246,067. This reflects an 
excess of income over expense, which will help cover the cost of the HVAC 
repairs and door replacement work being started in June.  
Building Fund:  Building Fund Income through May was $12,834 while 
the Mortgage payments to date through May were $13,867. 
The Budget Committee thanks you for your generous and faithful 
giving.

Operating Income Received $281,838

Total Operating Expenses $246,067

Building Funds Received $12,834

Total Building Fund Expenses $13,867
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FRIDAY MORNING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study resumes in September. The Friday Morning Study is on 
break until September 8th. We will start the fall with a wonderful DVD-based study by Ray Vander 
Laan called “The Mission of Jesus.”  We would love other women to join our group and will be or-
dering our study guides later this summer. If you would like more information or would like to order 
a book (about $10), please contact Sue Farrell. We meet Friday mornings from 9:30am to 11:30am 
in the Parlor. 

OFFICER NOMINATING COMMITTEE
If you have been around Neelsville for any length of 
time, you know that we have a number of church offi-
cers. Maybe you have served. There are nine Trustees, 
who are responsible for the care and maintenance of 
the building, property, operating systems and related fi-
nancial matters; fifteen Deacons, who care for the mem-
bers of the church and others through their sympathy, 
witness, and service; and twelve Elders, who provide 
spiritual guidance and direction for the congregation. 
Many Bible passages describe these ministries and the 
desired traits of candidates, especially 1 Timothy chap-
ters 3 and 4, Titus 1, and 1 Peter chapter 5.

Over the course of the summer, an Officer Nominat-
ing Committee will be seeking qualified candidates to 

serve in these offices next year. Members of the com-
mittee include Aroon Datta, Jason Evans, Brian Farrell, 
Tamyra Porter, and Hugh Smith. If you would like to 
recommend a member of the church (or 
yourself) for any of these positions – 
Trustee, Deacon, or Elder – feel free 
to talk to any of us, or look for 
the nomination forms that will 
be passed out and available 
in the rear of the church in 
July. Recommending candi-
dates to help lead the church 
is an important job – we 
would love to get your help!

ant, flies, gnat, bees, worms, locust, grasshopper, hornet, maggots, flea, 
moths, spider, katydid, cricketAnswers to the ‘Bugs’ puzzle on page 9:
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TEA IN AFRICA
You missed a fun time if you didn’t attend the Tea in 
Africa! It was like you were really there with the décor, 
entertainment, teas, coffee and the food! It truly was a 
good time of fellowship, devotion, and laughter. When you 
arrived, Janne Cummings and Mollie Kaufman greeted 
you and made you feel so welcomed.
 We tasted the foods from Africa like ground nut soup, 
akala, puff puff, couscous and waakye. We sampled a 
cold Moroccan soup and Egyptian pastries, plus many 
more. It truly was a delicious feast. 
 The following ladies entertained us with the most beau-
tiful African songs: Stella Antwi, Deborah Boateng, Lynda 
Osei-Boateng and Margaret Sakyiama. The devotion was 
about friendship and the bible verse chosen was “How 
good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in 
unity.” Psalm 133:1 (NIV)
 All the attendees had a great time! Plus, the mothers 
who attended were able to relax and enjoy themselves 
knowing their little ones were being cared for with our free 
childcare. There were even door prizes!
 As we gathered in a circle for our closing prayer, I felt 
happier and closer to all these women as well as grateful 
that God brought us all together!                  —Gerry Davis

FELLOWSHIP
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MomsNext will launch at NPC this fall! Registration 
is open on the church website. MomsNext is part of 
MOPS International. While MOPS caters to moms 
from pregnancy to sending their youngest child off to 
kindergarten, MomsNext is designed to encourage, 
equip and develop mothers of school age children. It is 
an open, accepting place for all mothers of school age 
children to come, just as they are, to experience authentic 
community, personal growth, practical help and spiritual 
hope. A MomsNext meeting is a place where moms can 
breathe and take a moment to take care of themselves 
so they can be the best mom possible for their kids and 
family. MomsNext is open to all mothers, of at least one 
school age child (beginning in kindergarten). From time to 
time we will make an exception and allow a mother of a 
younger child to participate in this group. Please contact 
the coordinator to discuss whether this is a good fit for 
you. Absolutely no childcare for a child of any age will be 
available at any MomsNext meeting and children are not 
permitted at the meetings. Sensitive topics, which are 
inappropriate for little ears, may be discussed.  

MOPS celebrated the end of 
the spring 2017 semester with 
a beautiful volunteer appre-
ciation picnic at Ridge Road 
Park. Thank you to all our 
volunteers who lovingly cared for our children while 
the moms laughed, cried and bonded in loving Christian 
fellowship.  We love you and appreciate all that you do.

MomsNext will meet on the first Wednesday of each 
month beginning this fall. MomsNext:
 • Helps moms to develop authentic friendships
 • Encourages moms to value mothering
 • Challenges every mom to grow as a mother, woman 
and leader
 • Strengthens marriages and supportive relationships
 • Provides trusted parenting resources
 • Connects moms and families to the local church
 • Draws moms one step closer to Jesus
For more information about MomsNext, contact Yvonne 
or Kimberly. To register, go to the NPC website.

yvonneleewhite@yahoo.com
kimberlynugent@hotmail.com
NPC website: neelsville.org

LOCAL MISSIONS

PROUD PEOPLE ARE 
FULL OF THEMSELVES

HUMBLE PEOPLE ARE 
FULL OF GODGOD
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LOCAL MISSIONS

SAVE THE DATE!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FOR THE CHURCH PICNIC
Our annual Church Picnic will be held this fall on Sun-
day, September 10th starting at 4:00pm in the Neels-
ville “backyard” but we need enough volunteers to help 
with set up and clean up, and to help with games for 
the kids. Please consider helping and watch for more 
information! 

Summer Worship and 
Sunday School Schedules

Starting July 2nd Through August 27th

 9am  ............. Children’s Sunday School 
 9am  ............. Adult Sermon-based Class with Paul Kim 
 10am  ........... Worship

BABY BOTTLE 
CAMPAIGN
A big THANK YOU to all who filled 
a baby bottle with change for the 
Rockville Pregnancy Clinic. 
Every penny … every dollar … is 
most appreciated!

Sunday, September 10 at 4pm

FELLOWSHIP

GLOBAL MISSIONS

MISSIONARY SUNDAY IS JULY 2ND

The Global Team would like to introduce you to Xxxxx 
and Xxxxx Xxxxxxx, workers with Xxxxxxx in Xxxxxx. 
These workers have been xxxxxxxxxx which is dis-
couraged and oft times persecuted by the Xxxxxxxx or 
others in Xxxxxx. They will join us on Sunday, July 2nd 
at 10:00am and will also speak with the Youth Sunday 
School class about Xxxxxx activities! 
 As you know, some missionaries work in sensitive 
areas of the world where Christianity is discouraged. By 
accepting the Lord’s call, they venture to such places 
and with God’s guidance do amazing things for His peo-
ple and to His glory. We need to be careful when writing 
or emailing friends in these situations. For example, 
we never mention them on the internet or any social 
media like Facebook; never include their addresses in 
mailings, especially email addresses in forwards; make 
no reference to “Christian” or other religious terms; and 
don’t share the names of local people that are shared 
by our mission friends. Please pray for the safety of all 
of our missionary partners, especially those serving in 
sensitive areas of the world. And be sure to attend on 
Sunday, July 2nd, to meet these special friends.

—Sue Farrell, Global Missions Team
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FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS
Sweet, sweet summertime! It’s a great season for getting 
out of the normal routine a little, enjoying some sunshine, 
and hopefully resting some, too. As your family enters this 
next season, I pray for special memories to be made. 
 You’ll see on our calendar that we have a full summer 
ahead with fun for all! I hope to see your children in Sun-
day School over the summer. There will also be Sun-
day School adult classes during that time, including the 
continuing spiritual parenting class led by Tamyra Porter. 
I am looking for assistants and teachers to serve a Sun-
day or two over the summer so that our regular school 
year teachers can have the summer off and rest up to 
come back and start fresh again in the fall. Let me know if 
you can help. 
 I ask for your prayers as we come upon the biggest 
outreach opportunity of the year – Vacation Bible 
School! Registration is going very quickly this year and I 
anticipate a very full and blessed week as we share with 
children that God created them for a purpose. Many of 
these children do not go to church, but VBS is a solid 15 
hours of time to learn and grow in the Lord. That’s equiv-
alent to 3.5 months of Sunday School! So while it’s a fast 
week, it’s an amazing gift of time to share God’s love with 
children and families. Thank you to those of you volun-
teering your time, donating items, and faithfully tithing so 
programs like this can happen. 
 Finally, I ask that you consider registering for our fam-
ily retreat happening September 29th-October 1st at Mar 
Lu Ridge Retreat Center, about 45 minutes north of our 
church. Pastor Pete will be sharing from Deuteronomy 6 
and we will enjoy fun activities and time to connect. This 
is for parents and kids of all ages... babies through youth. 
Space is limited though, so please register quickly so 
your space can be reserved. Contact Jamie at 
neelsvillekids@gmail.com for more information or go 
to http://neelsville.org/ministries/children-family to register.

In Christ,
Jamie Swope
Director of Children’s and Family Ministry

SUMMER EVENTS CALENDAR 
FOR NEELSVILLE KIDS 

AND FAMILY MINISTRY

July 2nd  First day of summer worship schedule 
with Sunday Fun Day after church! Sunday School 
at 9:00am. Worship Service at 10:00am. Bring a bagged 
lunch to church and stay after the service for fellowship 
and ice-cream after worship!

July 8th  Family Baseball Night at Frederick Keys 
Game at 6:00pm. Contact James Nelson to get a group 
rate ticket by June 15th at jan196@gmail.com; tickets are 
$8.00 for adults and $6.00 for kids.

July 8th  VBS Volunteer Training 
9:30am-11:00am in the Fellowship Hall.

July 16th VBS Set-up Day. Stay 
after church for lunch and help set up for VBS!

July 17-21st VBS Maker Fun Factory from 
9:00am-12:00pm
www.neelsville.org/ministries/vacation-bible-school

July 23rd Special VBS highlights and songs 
during the worship service. Help clean up VBS after the 
service.

August 20th Bring a bagged lunch and stay after the 
worship service for fellowship and popsicles!

August 27th Sunday School Teacher Training 
from 12:15pm-2:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.

September 3rd Regular worship schedule 
resumes! Sunday School for all ages at 9:30am and 
worship services at 9:30am and 11:00am.
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OUR INESTIMABLE PRIVILEGE: 
FULL, CONSCIOUS PARTICIPATION 
IN WORSHIP
 • When we reflect together on our purpose in worship, 
here are some points to ponder:
 • What did I find engaging in that service?
 • What did I find to be compelling?
 • What enabled me to move closer toward purposeful 
participation in worship?

 Question to ask in the car on Sunday morning on 
the way to church:
 • What is the central prayer I am eager to express to-
day?

 Questions to ask on the way home from church:
 • What aspect of God’s beauty did I see today?
 • How did today “change my mind” in ways that help me 
think more scripturally?
 • How did worship expand my prayer life, either in 
lament, thanksgiving, praise or petition?
 • What song from the service can I hum when I wake 
up tomorrow morning?

 Things to Say to Your Ministers and Musicians After 
Church:
 • You helped me pray today.
 • That sermon or hymn was not easy, but it was worth it.
 • You let scripture change my mind about something 
today.
 • I’ll be pondering that thought (or humming that tune) 
all week.

From John Calvin:
 Let us engrave this useful lesson upon our hearts, that 
we should consider it the great end of our existence to be 
found numbered among the worshipers of God; and that 
we should avail ourselves of the inestimable privilege of 
the stated assemblies of the Church, which are necessary 
helps to our infirmity, and means of mutual excitement 
and encouragement.

Worship helps break down misguided loyalties . . . 
because worship builds up our deepest loyalty to 
God. Every act of praise is a strong act of negation as 
well as affirmation. 
 Every time we sing praise to the triune God, we are 
asserting our opposition to anything that would attempt 
to stand in God’s place. Every hymn of praise is a little 
anti-idolatry campaign. When we sing “Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow” we are also saying “Down with 
the gods from whom no blessings flow.”

Psalm 122: 1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go 
to the house of the LORD!”

Adapted from http://worship.calvin.edu/resources/
resource-library/our-inestimable-privilege-full-con-
scious-participation-in-worship/

—submitted by Michele Kelly

THE PRIVILEGE OF WORSHIP

2017 BACKPACK MISSION
Neelsville will be collecting backpacks and school 
supplies for four local schools: Fox Chapel Elementary, 
Germantown Elementary, James Daly Elementary, and 
Neelsville Middle School. Starting August 6th we will have 
“Back Pack Tags” with a list of needed supplies to help 
one student have everything they need on day one. In 
addition, loose supplies are needed if you prefer to bring 
in something from the list below. Please consider donat-
ing a full backpack or needed supplies to this worthwhile 
mission.

Items Needed
backpacks

packages of lined filler paper
tab dividers

2-pocket folders
pencil pouches

1-subject notebooks
composition books
erasers (large pink)
pens (red and black)

scissors (blunt and pointed tip)
rulers

boxes of colored pencils
glue sticks

During August, a large box marked Backpacks/School 
Supplies will be in the Narthex. Please place your dona-
tions in the box by Sunday, August 27th, so we can orga-
nize and distribute them to our local schools. Thanks in 
advance for helping those in our community who struggle 
to provide everything on their school list. These children 
will get off to a better start in September when they have 
the needed supplies. Questions? Contact Bob Macri at 
240-286-9118. 

LOCAL MISSIONS
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STUDENT MINISTRY
Join us this summer for any of our events!
July 12th Photo Scavenger Hunt; 6-7:30pm at 
Neelsville
July 17-21st Week of service, contact Andy to sign up
August 5th Hike on Sugarloaf; meeting 9:00am at 
Neelsville
August 19th Movie Night; 7:30pm at Neelsville
August 26th Lakehouse Party; details TBA

Our summer Bible studies are also in full swing! We 
are looking at the big story of the Bible to help us bet-
ter understand any piece of the Bible we may read.

6th-8th grade: Fridays at 7:30pm
9th-12th grade: Sundays at 6:30pm

For more information, check out 
neelsville.org/ministries/students 

or contact Andy at 
npcstudentmin@gmail.com

SESSION NEWS
JUNE 2017 SESSION NOTES
Session met on June 15th with nine out of ten elders pres-
ent. 
 Paul Kim (ECO Ordination candidate) joined us to 
update Session about Adult Sunday School. Paul 
leads a sermon-based Sunday school class each 
Sunday at 9:30am. This is a discussion-based 
class where everyone is encouraged to share 
their thoughts regarding the scripture that is the 
basis for the sermon series at the time. Paul 
also leads Saturday morning prayer at 7am. 
This is intercessory praying open to everyone. 
People pray for each other while building unity and 
learning more about each other.
 The HVAC replacement for the educational wing start-
ed June 15th. Most of the work will be done at night to 
accommodate Camp Sonshine. Work is estimated to be 
completed in 4-6 weeks.
 Session along with Deacons and Trustees met on 

Saturday, June 3rd, for the NPC Leadership Summit from 
8:30am to noon. NPC Staff presented three workshops:
 Worship workshop led by Jamie Swope and Steve Kim
 Grow workshop led by Pete Della Santina and Andy 

Herman
 Go workshop led by Derek Longbrake and Norm 

Gordon
 The summit was well attended and many 
useful ideas came out of the meeting. One idea 
that will soon be put into action is a greeting 
team that will have members stationed not only 

in the Welcome Center but near the Fellowship 
Hall for those people who enter the church from 

the back.

LIBRARY CORNER
A note from your church librarians – every 
year some books and videos wander 
from the library and never return. 
Please check your bookshelves, un-
der the couch or kid’s beds and return 
your Neelsville library books and videos. 
Thank you!

Here are some great new additions for 
you to check out!
-The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman
Unhappiness in marriage often has a simple root cause: 
we speak different love languages, believes Dr. Gary 
Chapman. While working as a marriage counselor for 
more than 30 years, he identified five love languages: 
Words of Affirmation, Quality Time, Receiving Gifts, Acts 
of Service, and Physical Touch. In a friendly, often humor-
ous style, he unpacks each one.
-In the Beginning: From Creation to the Commandments 
movie on DVD, ©2000
-Tramp for the Lord by Corrie Ten Boom
Corrie Ten Boom lived with her family in Holland for fifty 
years before the outbreak of World War II. Hiding Jewish 
refugees led to the family’s arrest and Corrie was impris-
oned in a German concentration camp. Released after 
ten months, she tramped the world with “a burning desire 
to tell others that Jesus is a reality, that He lives, that He 
is victor.”
-When God Doesn’t Make Sense by James Dobson
An immensely practical book for those who are struggling 
with trials and heartaches they can’t understand. Why 
does disease, natural disaster, divorce, rejection, death, 
or some other sorrow seep into our lives when we are 
trying to serve the Lord? It just doesn’t seem fair!
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AUGUST GUEST SPEAKER SCHEDULE
As the Della Santinas are traveling westward to see fami-
ly in the month of August, our guest preacher schedule for 
August is as follows:
August 8th Paul Kim, NPC staff member and 
ECO ordination candidate 
August 13th Rev. Ryan Mowen, former NPC Youth and 
Contemporary Worship Leader, now Associate Pastor at 
Graystone Presbyterian Church in Indiana, PA
August 20th Sokho Kim, long time NPC attendee and 
summer guest preacher
August 27th Rev. Ed Choy, pastor of Restoration 
Church in Gaithersburg and summer guest preacher

PASTOR’S CORNER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WORKSHOP REPORTS;
WORSHIP
At this workshop we began by exploring our purpose for 
worship with Psalm 102:18-22 as our key verses. “Let this 
be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people 
yet to be created may praise the Lord: that he looked 
down from his holy height; from heaven the Lord looked 
at the earth, to hear the groans of the prisoners, to set 
free those who were doomed to die, that they may 
declare in Zion the name of the Lord, and in Jerusalem 
his praise, when peoples gather together, and kingdoms, 
to worship the Lord.” We then discussed how the worship 
experience is for newcomers and guests with various 
backgrounds who come 
through our doors. We 
brainstormed ways 
we could best engage 
people into our time of 
worship. 
 Some of the specific points of action discussed include; 
 • Expanding our usher team with a greeting team that is 
stationed outside of the sanctuary and welcoming people 
as soon as they enter our building.
 • Updating the bulletin with information that would help 
a new guest learn more about how we worship at NPC.
 • Developing a new brochure with basic ministry and 
NPC information that is more to the point instead of the 
current folders we give to new guests.
 • Using a newcomer card to gather information on visi-
tors for follow-up.
 • Engaging attenders in fellowship opportunities like an 
after worship service BBQ so they can make connections 
quickly.
 • Including slides and bulletin announcements that span 
a variety of groups in our church like different age 
demographics.

 • Improve signage so guests can find the Sanctuary, 
bathrooms, and Education Wing Classrooms more easily.

We want to be a church family whose worship is 
pleasing to the Lord and extends the Gospel to everyone 
who comes through our doors.

–Steve Kim and Jamie Swope
GROW
The Grow workshop at this year’s Leadership Summit 
was a great experience. It was an honor to take part in 
leading it, and to be part of the summit in general! There 
is some key information from this workshop that is import-
ant for every member of our church, so please take the 
time to read this brief summary to get up to speed.

We began the workshop by taking a look at the begin-
ning section of the “Shema”: a collection of Old Testament 
Scriptures that Jews have used for thousands of years 
as the bedrock of their daily prayer. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
was the passage with which we were concerned. In this 
passage (I won’t type it here, but please read it yourself) 
there is a lot to learn, so we focused on two key take-
aways for us as the people of God. First, we should be 
in community with the people of God. Strongly implied in 
the passage is the idea that God’s people are not sim-
ply meeting once a week and then going their separate 
ways; God’s people are truly living their lives together. As 
Christians we can’t be content with seeing each other on 
Sundays only, we must be truly walking alongside one 
another through all of life. The second takeaway from this 
passage is that we must learn! As believers, we should be 
diligently seeking to know about God as well as to know 
God. This comes in two forms: intellectually and experien-
tially. As believers we should be learning more about God 
and experientially applying that knowledge while living in 
deep community with one another.
-Strengths and Weaknesses

One of the most interesting segments in our workshop 
was the S.W.O.T. (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportuni-
ties, and Threats) analysis. We used this device to get 
feedback from all of our leaders on the “Grow” process at 
Neelsville - anything that has to do with going deeper in 
discipleship. This includes Sunday school, small groups, 
and more. We got a lot of good feedback, and I’m sure 
I will forget to include some, but here are some of the 
major things we saw:
S - Bible-based leadership, strong staff/elders, strong 
history, diverse community
W - Congregants not prioritizing discipleship, lack of clar-
ity, low expectations of members, too few leaders, weak 
follow-up process
O - New members, youth/children’s ministries, strategic 
use of technology, mentoring
T - Lack of clarity, distractions/self-centeredness, discern-
ment process, time and distance
-Discipleship Program

Perhaps the most exciting piece of the workshop, 
from my perspective, is the new program announced 

LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

We brainstormed ways we 
could best engage people 
into our time of worship. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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that we will be launching in the fall. In November, we will 
be using Disciple’s Path curriculum from LifeWay pub-
lishers to launch a discipleship program. This curriculum 
is divided into 5-6 weekly sessions, and is excellent for 
helping people grow in their understanding of the faith, 
whether they are brand-new Christians or someone who 
has believed for a while.

However, the most 
exciting part of this is 
not the information, but 
the format. This will 
not be another Sunday 
school class or normal 
small group. Instead, 
a discipler will take 
1-4 people at a time 
through this curric-
ulum. The discipler 
and the disciples will 
also be deeply involved in one another’s lives: the deep 
community I talked about above. By learning together in 
a smaller context where you are deeply connected, you 
are put in a position to not simply learn about God, but 
to have your life transformed. After all, Jesus didn’t make 
disciples by simply having them listen to sermons, though 
they did that, Jesus’ disciples were with him constantly, 
asking questions, seeing his example, and having deep 
conversations. Life-on-life discipleship creates the deep-
est transformation, and that’s what we hope to kick start 
with this program.

That being said, we need to hear from people who 
want to be disciples plus people who want to disciple 
others! If you even think you might be interested, please 
contact us and let us know! Simply email us at office@
neelsville.org.        –Pete Della Santina and Andy Herman

GO
After conquering the cities of the Promised Land and 
claiming them as their own, Chapter 18 of The Book of 
Joshua records that Joshua and the people of Israel 
gathered in Shiloh while the land “lay subdued before 
them.” Joshua’s admonishment to his people goes like 
this: 

“How long will you be slack about going in and taking 
possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, has given you?”

The land was already conquered; it was already given 
to them. But they hesitated to actually settle in it. Physi-
cally or spiritually, they had not yet ‘owned’ the land.   

The Lord has put our congregation in Germantown for 
a reason.  He has ‘given’ us property, history, relation-
ships, connections, credibility, and responsibility in var-
ious neighborhoods and networks. What would it mean 
to ‘claim’ the ‘land’ He has already given us? As we “GO” 
into our community to serve, the Lord reminds us that 
nothing we encounter has not already passed through His 

hands; He eagerly awaits our engagement of His gift to us.
Part of the way that 

we at Neelsville Pres-
byterian Church seek 
to be and make disci-
ples of Jesus Christ is 
to GO serve. So after 
looking at what NPC has done in the last couple of years 
and what NPC is currently doing in three areas: Commu-
nity Engagement, Immigrant Engagement, and Mission 
Engagement, we asked… 

• What will NPC do to engage our local community?
• What will NPC do to engage our immigrant       

neighbors?
• What will NPC do to engage those who live beyond 

the local community?
These were the questions of discernment the leaders 

attending the GO Serve seminar at the NPC Leadership 
Summit discussed as they considered what the Holy  
Spirit might be leading the church to do in the future. 

In response to these questions, leaders came up 
with a wall full of ideas for how the church could go 
serve. Each leader then listened to God and picked a 
maximum of two ideas to be explored further. 
 Here are the ideas that more than one leader thought 
should be developed further:
-In the area of Local Engagement
 • Host outside youth at the church for a mission trip 
(Host ‘Group’ work camp)
 • Summer tutoring program
 • Outreach to Montgomery College Germantown campus
 • Social media community chats
-In the area of Immigrant Engagement
 • Joint worship with an immigrant congregation
 • Seminar on immigrant experiences
 • Connecting via social media/publicity
-In the area of Mission Engagement
 • Fifty percent of adults should go on a mission trip 
(increased mission trip opportunities)
 • Develop a partnership with a church in another country

 Which of these ideas will God accomplish through 
Neelsville Presbyterian Church? We may not be sure yet, 
but it will include the effort of the entire congregation as 
we engage with others both near and far. As Jesus says 
in Acts 1:8 [editor’s additions], “You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem [Germantown] and in all 
Judea and Samaria [Immigrants nearby], and to the end 
of the earth.”            –Derek Longbrake and Norm Gordon

By learning together in a 
smaller context where you 
are deeply connected, you 
are put in a position to not 
simply learn about God, 

but to have your life 
transformed. 

The Lord has put our 
congregation in 

Germantown for a reason.

The next issue of Neelsville News will be our 
September edition. Artilce submissions should be 
sent to neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com by Tuesday, 
August 15th.  Have a safe and happy summer!
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