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HALF-YEAR 
RESOLUTION
I always say to cou-
ples in pre-marriage 
counseling, “You’re 
going to do the work; 
either before the 
wedding or after the 

wedding.” Falling in love with Cheryl 
in college, with a whirlwind courtship 
and brief engagement, we “did the 
work” of healthy communication skills 
and defining our family’s core values 
after our nuptials.  
 After Cheryl and I got married, one 
of our first ‘big conversations’ and a 
family core value was about money - 
one of the top stressors in any mar-
riage. Specifically it was over the is-
sue of stewardship. Cheryl assumed 
that as a married couple we would 
regularly tithe our income to the min-
istries of the Church. I, on the other 
hand, had never tithed, and I was 
pretty irregular in my giving. I figured, 
whatever I happened to have in my 
wallet by the time Sunday morning 
rolled around was what I would drop 
in the plate. “How can we tithe? We 
barely make enough money to keep a 
roof over our heads! Do you want us 
to end up moving in with your par-
ents?” I said. But Cheryl, thank you 
Lord, was resolute on the matter. She 
reminded me that the Bible is crystal 
clear when it comes to the issue of 
stewardship.  
 “Bring in the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house. 
 Test me in this,” says the Lord CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

PASTOR’S
CORNER

June 2017

The next issue of Neelsville News 
will be our combined July/
August edition. If you have an 
event scheduled in August, make 
sure to get the information to 
neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com by 
the Thursday, June 15th deadline. 

Happy Summer!

Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that you 
will not have room enough for it.” 
Malachi 3:10
 Together we looked closer at the 
Bible’s teachings. The tithe is 10% 
of your income given to God faith-
fully. Tithing honors the Scriptural 
principles of generously providing 
for religious leaders, giving to those 
in need, and laying up treasures 
in heaven. Throughout Scripture, 
we are encouraged to give the first 
part of our resources to God as an 
expression of honor and gratitude. 
“Honor the Lord with your wealth, and 
with the first fruits of all your produce: 
then your barns will be filled with 
plenty, and your vats will burst with 
new wine” (Proverbs 3:9–10). 
  We also found that Jesus refo-
cused attention on our inward atti-
tudes about money. He taught that 
God cared more about the condition 
of our heart than the size of our 
pocketbook. And the Apostle Paul 
also taught that the tithe, 10% of your 
first fruits of income, was a good rule 
of thumb for disciples to live by. He 
wrote, “Each of you should give what 
you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7).
 Giving is a voluntary response of 
obedience and joy to the blessings 
we have experienced in Christ. As 
Cheryl and I began our marriage with 
regular tithing to our local church, and 
additional money to other ministries 
and people in need that the Lord di-
rected us to help, we learned together 

Pastor Pete

a very

HAPPY
FATHER’S 

DAY
to all of our dads!
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FELLOWSHIP

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
FINANCIAL UPDATE – APRIL 2017
General Operating Fund: The Operating Fund Income to date through 
April was $226,140 and Operating Fund Expenses were $192,268.  
Building Fund:  Building Fund Income through April was $10,139 and 
Building Fund mortgage payments through April were $11,093. The Bud-
get Committee thanks you for your generous and faithful giving.

Operating Income Received $226,140

Total Operating Expenses $192,268

Building Funds Received $10,139

Total Building Fund Expenses $11,093
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MOPS
MOPS thanks the trustees for the opportunity to plant a children’s flower 
garden near the entrance of the preschool wing. Meadows Farms, Sea-
sons Nursery and Home Depot donated the flowers. The children paint-
ed lady bug rocks to add to the garden. The day after Mother’s Day, the 
MOPS moms and their kiddos planted, painted and had loads of fun! It was 
wonderful to see the transformation of the plot from having nothing to being 
full of beautiful garden decor and flowers!

SUMMER WORSHIP 
AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SCHEDULES

Starting July 2 Through August 27

9am Children’s Sunday School 
9am Adult Sermon Based Class
  with Paul Kim 
10am Worship

Vacation Bible School is coming 
up July 17-21st! We’d love to have you 
serve with us! Help us build our decor 
and sets and come to a work day 
on Saturday, June 10th or Saturday, 
June 24th in the Fellowship Hall 
at 10am. If you haven’t 
registered your children 
for VBS, do that online 
ASAP as spots are filling 
up. We hope to see you!
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the joy of trusting the Lord to provide for all our needs.  
And the Lord has blessed us ever since for that step of 
faith. 
Maybe you have never considered tithing as a good rule 
of thumb for Christian stewardship. Maybe you have 
wanted to tithe but weren’t sure how to start. Maybe you 
give to the church but irregularly. I encourage you to first 
establish a pattern of giving. Resolve to give regularly: 
be it weekly, biweekly, or monthly. This habit allows you 
to regularly remind yourself of God’s faithfulness and to 
express gratitude to Him by giving to meet the needs 
of others. Then prayerfully consider taking 10% of your 
gross paycheck or monthly income and investing it in the 
ministries of Neelsville or some other Christian ministry 
you are led by the Holy Spirit to support. Make this your 
half-year resolution. 
 This begs the question, “Why support Neelsville?” Well, 
for starters, if you are a member of Neelsville or a regular 
attender then this is the local church, the local expression 
of the Kingdom of God, which the Lord has called you to 

PASTOR’S CORNER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

We have some very exciting news in the Student 
Ministry! Beginning this summer, 6th graders will officially 
be part of NPC Students instead of Kids Ministry! We are 
hopeful that matching the divisions that students see in 
school will make the transitions feel more natural. 

With that being said, we are having a New Par-
ent Night for all parents of rising 6th and 7th graders. 
The goal will be to get to know each other a little bit 
better and help cast a common vision for the student 
ministry going forward. The best part, of course, is 
that there will be free food! We will meet from 7pm to 
roughly 8:30pm on Thursday, June 22nd. Email Andy at                       
npcstudentmin@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Congratulations to the youth listed below who are 
graduating high school this June! Be sure to greet 
them in the hallways with a warm congratulations!

Lastly, NPC Students has a lot of awesome stuff 
going on this summer! We will not be having our normal 
youth group, but we will be having some laid-back, inter-
esting Bible studies instead. Check out our full calendar 
of events below:
June 23-August 27: Summer Bible Study

6-8th grade meets Friday at 7:30pm

9-12th grade meets Sunday at 6:30pm

SUMMER EVENTS
June 22: New Parent Night  for rising 6th and 7th grade

June 28: Frederick Keys Game

July 12: Photo Scavenger Hunt

July 17-21: Week of Service

August 5: Hike on Sugarloaf

August 19: Movie Night

August 26: Lakehouse Party

Stay tuned for more details on these events, or email 
npcstudentmin@gmail.com with any questions.

Stephen Alison
Molly Benning
Jacob Clark

Michael Cook
Emily Lufsey

Michael Lyles
Nia Page

Andrew Park
Holly Wilson

invest in. But besides that, God is doing amazing bless-
ings right now in our church and you get to be a part of 
making it happen! The church is fully staffed, more new 
people are being drawn to this House of Prayer every 
Sunday, the next generation is growing, and our outreach 
and impact in the community is building great momentum. 
Your financial investment is changing lives right in your 
own backyard!  
 God challenges us to test Him in this - why not take 
Him up on the offer. The practice of tithing provides a 
regular reminder of your dependence on God. In good 
times, tithing helps you remember that God is the source 
of all blessings, and it allows you to demonstrate your 
gratitude for His care. In hard times, tithing motivates 
you to remember God’s faithfulness, and it enables you 
to demonstrate trust in God to provide for all your needs. 
Healthy communication skills and defined core values are 
essential for a happy marriage, but also for a fruitful life of 
being and making disciples of Jesus Christ. The last word 
on the subject of stewardship I will mention in this Pas-
tor’s Corner is this: Thank you for your generous support 
of the ministry and mission of Neelsville!
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LOCAL MISSIONS

BRINGING PEOPLE TO CHURCH 
OR CHURCH TO PEOPLE?
What a truckload of resources open up to an inquirer 
when they become part of a local church: the Word of 
God explained, Christian fellowship, a worship expe-
rience, people willing to pray for them, pastoral care, 
Christian education, service opportunities . . . the list goes 
on!  How blessed each of us is to have so much access 
to enhancing our faith.
 But what if someone never gets to church?  What if 
you invite time and again and they never show up?  Have 
they missed out? Do we move on to the next person? 
Believe it or not, Jesus did very little of his work inside 
the walls of religious institutions; most of his ministry 
was done in the countryside, on the road, and in homes. 
That’s because Jesus brought “the church” to people 
who felt ostracized from the worshipping community. How 
does one bring ‘the church’ to people? Well, I’m a big fan 
of stir-frying so here goes my culinary analogy:
 • Turn the heat on your frying pan. The heat is the 
Holy Spirit and the singular means to bringing the Holy 
Spirit into play is - you guessed it! - prayer. Plenty of it. 
Through the whole process. Otherwise, nothing’s going to 
happen.
 • Add oil and spread around the whole surface of 
the pan. The oil is friendship. Fill your relationship with 
lots of time, openness, willingness to share, honesty, 
personal investment, forgiveness, encouragement... you 
know, the things that make for good friendship.
 • Saute’ some garlic and onion until the onions be-
come translucent. Garlic and onion represent the spiri-
tual conversation which gives flavor to a relationship after 
the foundation of friendship is established. People are 
interested in deeper issues, in the bigger questions of life, 
in their destiny, God’s plan for them, how to make sense 
of their world.  As they trust you, they will open up.
 • Add meat and cook until brown. The meat is God’s 
word. People may or may not be open to sitting down and 
reading a book but that’s why so much of the Bible is in 
story form – so you can just tell them stories! Believe it or 
not, Bible stories are very entertaining table conversation 
when introduced in context. As they hear more, their cu-
riosity will compel them to pick up Scripture themselves!  

(Note: you haven’t turned the heat off, have you? Pray, 
pray, pray).
 • Throw in some vegetables and cook until tender. 
Meat is good for you but there’s no substitute for the nutri-
ents and vitamins found in vegetables. That’s why vegeta-
bles are other believers, the chance to rub shoulders with 
a twosome or threesome of folks whose faith you trust 
and whom God can use to draw the unchurched toward 
Himself. This can happen over lunch or coffee, informally 
or at an agreed upon time, at the workplace or maybe at 
your home.  
 • Spice with your salt, pepper, soy sauce, or your 
favorite herbs. The spice is the model of your own life 
shared with the intention of them following it. Nothing 
compels people to step out in faith and trust in the Lord 
than seeing it happen in the life of another and being 
inspired to do the same.  
 • Serve immediately. Hey, no analogy here: have them 
literally serve!  Immediately! In discipling someone else, 
or doing a service project, or sharing the Word, or being 
involved in a community project. Make sure they know 
this process wasn’t all about them but rather to have them 
bless others.
 There you go: you have just brought church to the 
unchurched. Don’t worry about church attendance: they’ll 
find their way into the body of Christ in no time once 
they find out how many resources are there. It’s just not 
the starting point. The starting point is you, prayer, your 
friendship, conversation, the Word of God, other friends, 
and opportunities to serve. These can happen anywhere!  
Let the Lord do the cooking!  And you can start.. uh... 
today.

The following is a word from Norm Gordon. Norm is 
NPC’s local missionary who networks among the un-
churched in Montgomery County to discover what our 
Lord is up to beyond the church walls. Find out more 
about his ministry at www.bridgeus.org or come to 
Bridges Support Group meeting at 6:30pm-7:45pm on 
the first Tuesday of each month in the Parlor.

NEW DAY AND NEW TIME!
The Local Missions Committee would like to see more 
people from the congregation involved in the commit-
tee. There is much need in the up-county Germantown 
area, and you can help.
 After some discussion, it was decided to try and new 
day and time. So the next meeting of the Local Mis-
sions Committee will be Sunday, June 11th at 9:30am 
in the conference room adjacent to the Library. Come 
and see how NPC is helping our community through 
various ministries. Find out how you can be a part of 
the Lord’s mission to serve those in need. The com-
mittee meets only quarterly for now, but the work goes 
on throughout the year. Be a blessing to others and be 
blessed.  Contact Merilee Worsey at 
librarianmaster@hotmail.com or 301-515-0027.
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SESSION NEWS
sion approved replacement of the system. Work should 
begin in the next two months.
 Session approved the start of a new program at NPC 
this fall; it is MOMSnext. MOMSnext serves mothers of 

school-age kids, providing community that grows 
them as they mother. By building a safe and ac-

cepting community and providing growth oppor-
tunities, MOMSnext seeks to deepen mothers 
toward finding and sharing the renewing hope 
of Jesus. It seeks to give mothers that leave 
MOPS because they no long have preschool-

ers, another avenue to connect.
 Session finalized the Leadership Summit agenda 

which will occur on June 3rd at NPC. Elders, Deacons, 
Trustees, and Staff will attend workshops focusing on 
Worship, Grow, and Go to aid in strategic planning for 
the future. We are on the edge of change and want to be 
prepared to go boldly into the future. –Joshua 18:3.

MAY 2017 SESSION NOTES
Session met on May 18th with seven out of eleven elders 
present.  
 Session members arrived an hour early to meet with 
potential new members. They were interviewed by 
the elders and were approved for membership; 
to be welcomed at Sunday service on June 21st. 
Our new members are Kelly Hydoski, Jessica 
Lorey, Linda Wilson, David Wilson, and Valerie 
Yoscak. Three other new members were unable 
to attend, including Luke Benning and Bryan 
Midlam.
 The educational wing’s HVAC system is 30 years 
past its 20-year life expectancy. It has been experiencing 
problems for years, but in the past year these problems 
have become critical. Session reviewed recommenda-
tions from the Trustees and Cathy Turner was present to 
explain and answer questions about various options for 
replacement of the system. After much discussion, ses-

ALL-CHURCH SUMMER BBQ
An All-Church Summer BBQ will be held on June 
11th at Cedar Creek Park located behind Northwest 
High School. Come cheer on the Neelsville Knights 
at the softball game at 2pm and stay after for hot 
dogs and hamburgers. Bring a side to share. Then 
if you’d like, stay for the second game! It’s a dou-
ble-header!

FAMILY MINISTRY RETREAT
Register today for the Family Ministry Retreat at 
Mar-lu-Ridge! Retreat is set for September 29th—

October 1st with Pastor Pete as our main speaker. 
Unplug and enjoy the recreation, time to fellowship, 
and worship time. Each family will have their own 
sleeping space (bring your own linens) and meals are 
provided. Cost is $100 per adult or youth 13 and older 
and $50 for children ages 3-12, and 2 and under free. 
Maximum cost for a family is capped at $300.
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LOCAL MISSIONS

MOPS AND HOW IT 
IMPACTED THE MOMS …
MOPS just completed another year at NPC. If you know 
of a mom who would benefit from this ministry please 
contact Kimberly Nugent King at kimberlynugent@
hotmail.com or Keeley Connolly at keeleybarker@gmail.
com. Here is what our moms are saying about how 
MOPS has impacted their lives:
 • I’ve seen moms be loved on and supported no mat-
ter where they are in life and in their faith.
 • It’s given me the opportunity to get to know moms I 
wouldn’t have known, and to know that not all moms are 
Christians gives me a chance to be a witness.
 • I think it’s given me a broader perspective on other 
moms - more diverse in terms of faith walks and back-
grounds, which reminds me of the great diversity in the 
body of Christ.
 • In the beginning of my pregnancy I was struggling 
with the timing of the pregnancy and depression. A few 
MOPS moms knew I was struggling, and the ones who 
did consistently made a point to see how I was, listened 
and talked through my fears without judgment.
 • My MOPS friends truly care and take the time to 
check on me, which has really made a difference.  
 • It is wonderful to feel you have someone God has 
put in your path that can share the joys, sorrows, tri-
umphs, and coffee breaks with you.
 • A place to get feedback from Christian moms on all 
kinds of situations. This is so hard to find in the commu-
nity at large.
 • My child is a great example of how the kids love 
MOPS too! She is learning about God and making a 
social community of her own. She came home the first 
meeting of MOPS with a heart stuck on her shirt that 
said “God Loves Sally.” She asked for hearts for her 
baby Tricia (named after MOPS volunteer Tricia Bradford).
 • My child comes home from MOPS and teaches 
the Bible lesson she learned that day to her stuffed 
animals. She always has to be the teacher Miss Sandi 
(Folkendt).
 • My very first day at MOPS was an emotional one. 

My father-in-law had just passed away a couple of weeks 
prior to the meeting. We had been dealing with a lot of 
change and emotions at home. I was really hoping to not 
let that carry over into my first MOPS meeting but the 
stress of the past couple of weeks with the uncertainty 
of a new environment caused me to start crying. Instead 
of feeling more out of place crying around a room full of 
people I didn’t know, I felt loved on and encouraged by 
the ladies in the group. I was invited out to lunch that day, 
I had moms call me to invite me to play dates, and I got 
cards of encouragement from the leaders. 
 • I love the outreach projects MOPS takes part in–gath-
ering candy, treats, and writing notes to send to soldiers 
overseas, putting together hygiene bags with notes of 
encouragement for a ladies shelter and helping out at a 
Collection Center with Operation Christmas Child. I es-
pecially love how many of the service projects have been 
ones where we can involve our children. 
 • I am constantly impressed how the ladies in MOPS 
come around to support and uplift those in need. From 
sicknesses, baby deliveries, or personal issues their fam-
ilies may be going through. They are an example to me 
how Christians should love and edify one another. 
 • I joined MOPS because I started to feel very lone-
ly. Not because I didn’t have other friends, but because 
I didn’t feel I had a good connection with other moms. 
MOPS gave me the ability to make those connec-
tions. Being a Christ centered group I am able to seek 
advice from other moms that also desire to raise their 
children in a way that will glorify God.
 • I am amazed by how many moms say they are pray-
ing for me. 
 • The leaders praying for our group at the start and end 
of each meeting has touched my heart many times.  
 • I’ve learned that giving back and blessing other peo-
ple can go a long way. Although I don’t have a lot, doing 
something small for the community, or another mom could 
be a blessing. It’s the little things that count.
 • MOPS has helped me grow and serve in the name of 
Jesus because I’ve realized that I’m not alone in my walk, 
and I’m not alone in parenting a child by myself. I’ve been 
leading more and more in my church, and serving as 
much as I can. Not for me, or the church, but for the glory 
of God!
 • The group has served as a lifeline to so many moms 
at a time when they really need love, friends, and support.
 • MOPS provides an instant community of love to any 
newcomer.
 • MOPS provides so much love and care to moms in 
need. I have been amazed how Christ’s love is reflected 
to moms who have been in true need and at their lowest. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS
June means the last month in our Sunday School class-
es before our special summer Sunday School program 
and upcoming Summer Fun. I can’t help but look back at 
this school year and feel such immense gratitude first to 
the Lord for the ways He’s moved among our children, 
families, and leaders. My prayer last summer when I first 
moved here was that God would draw children and their 
families closer to Himself, and to see how that prayer has 
been answered absolutely humbles me. We serve an 
incredible God! I am also so thankful to each one of the 
leaders who serves on our teaching team and our family 
ministry team. Thank you for loving these kids and giving 

your time and heart. Sunday, June 26th is our final day 
of Sunday School on the regular schedule, and we will 
have a party to celebrate! The whole family is welcome to 
come! 
 This Summer during July and August we will still 
have Sunday School but at a different time. We will be 
meeting at 9am-9:45am before the 10am service. There 
will be Sunday School options for adults too. Most of our 
teaching team takes a break during summer, so I am 
looking for temporary teachers and assistants. If you can 
help out a Sunday or two, please let me know.
 In Christ,
 Jamie Swope
 Director of Children’s and Family Ministry

SUMMER EVENTS CALENDAR 
FOR NEELSVILLE KIDS AND FAMILY MINISTRY

June 4: Kids Ministry Leader Appreciation Lunch! 
RSVP to Jamie if you plan to attend. Children and par-
ents are encouraged to come serve!

June 10: VBS Decor and Set Work Day! 10:00am in 
the Fellowship Hall. Bring your painting clothes.

June 11: All Church BBQ at Cedar Creek Park behind 
Northwest High School. Watch the softball game at 2pm 
followed by food. Bring a potluck side to share.

June 24: VBS Decor and Set Work Day! 10:00am in 
the Fellowship Hall. Bring your painting clothes.

July 2: First day of Summer worship schedule! 
Sunday School will be at 9:00am. Worship Service 
at 10:00am. Bring a bagged lunch to church and stay 
after the church service for fellowship and ice-cream 
after the worship service!

July 8: Family Baseball Night at Frederick Keys! 
Game is at 6:00pm. E-mail James Nelson at 
jan196@gmail.com to get a group rate ticket by June 
15th. $8 for adults, $6 for kids.

July 9: VBS Volunteer Lunch and Training at 12:30pm 
in the Fellowship Hall.

July 16: VBS Set-up Day. Stay after church for lunch 
and help set up for VBS!

July 17-21: VBS Maker Fun Factory 9:00am-12:00pm.
www.neelsville.org/ministries/vacation-bible-school

July 23: Special VBS highlights and songs during the 
worship service. Help clean up VBS after the service.

August 20: Bring a bagged lunch and stay after the wor-
ship service for fellowship and popsicles!

August 27: Sunday School Teacher Training from 
12:15pm--2:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.

September 3: Regular worship schedule resumes! 
Sunday School for all ages will be at 9:30am and wor-
ship services at 9:30am and 11:00am.

Clip and Save!
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you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body 
(1 Corinthians 6: 19-20). Interestingly, God compares be-
ing filled with the Spirit with being drunk. Somebody who 
is drunk with wine or alcohol is controlled and consumed 
by alcohol. But somebody who is “drunk in the Spirit” is 
controlled and consumed by the Spirit.
 6. The Holy Spirit seals believers. In Him you also, 
when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sal-
vation, and believed in Him, were sealed with the prom-
ised Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1: 13). The Holy Spirit is 
God’s seal on His people, His claim on us as His very 
own. The gift of the Spirit is a down payment on our heav-
enly inheritance, which Christ promised us and secured 
for us at the cross. The sealing of the Spirit assures us of 

our salvation. No one can break the seal of 
God.
 7. The Holy Spirit teaches us 
to discern and guides us to the truth. 
When the Spirit of truth comes He will 
guide you into all truth (John 16: 13). 
Jesus gave us His Spirit to be the revealer 
of truth. He reveals to our minds the whole 
counsel of God as it relates to worship, 
doctrine, and Christian living. He is the 
ultimate guide, leading the way, removing 
obstructions, and making all things plain 

and clear. Without Him, we can easily fall into error. 
    8. The Holy Spirit enables us to understand and 
rightly apply what is taught in the Word of God.  All 
scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, re-
buking, correcting and training in righteousness (2 Timo-
thy 3:16). Whatever the Spirit does in our lives will line up 
with Scripture because the Spirit inspired it to begin with. 
(2 Peter 1: 21). We need to be certain we’re hearing the 
voice of the Holy Spirit, not the voice of our own desires. 
We know which is which by checking this voice against 
God’s Word.                                                                     
 9. The Holy Spirit enables, motivates and empow-
ers us to worship (John 4: 23-24). We . . . worship in 
the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no 
confidence in the flesh (Philippians 3:3). Be filled with the 
Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 
with all your heart (Ephesians 5: 19). Jesus Christ is the 
Way into the Father’s presence; the Holy Spirit is our 
Guide. We can come to the Father because of the work 
of Christ; we want to come because of the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Pentecost is the anniversary of the giving of the Holy 
Spirit to the first disciples and is called the “birthday” of 
the church. 
 Christians receive the Holy Spirit in Baptism. He is 
the third Person of the Holy Trinity and shares all of the 
attributes of the Father and the Son. There is clear infor-
mation about his “job description” in Scripture. Here are 
some familiar Bible passages about the Spirit.
 1. The Holy Spirit exalts Jesus. [Jesus said] When 
the Spirit of truth comes . . . he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify 
me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you 
(John 16: 13-14). 
 2. The Holy Spirit convicts us. And 
when He comes, He will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: The Spirit applies the truths of 
God to our minds to convince us that we 
are sinners. Responding to that conviction 
brings us to salvation (John 16: 8).
 3. The Holy Spirit regenerates us. He 
saved us, not because of works done by 
us in righteousness, but according to His 
own mercy, by the washing of regenera-
tion and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom 
He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior (Titus 3: 5-6).  [Jesus said] Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God (John 3: 5). Regeneration means 
“new birth,” becoming a new creature in Christ. It is God’s 
action renewing the human heart, a passing from death to 
life.
 4. The Holy Spirit cleanses and purifies us . . . for 
our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12: 29). John an-
swered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but He 
who is mightier than I is coming . . . He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire (Luke 3: 16). Fire is a wonder-
ful picture of the work of the Holy Spirit. God’s indwelling 
presence warms our hearts with love, hope, joy and 
peace. After the apostles received the Spirit at Pentecost, 
they had a passion that lasted a lifetime and empow-
ered them to speak the word of God boldly. Since He is 
the Holy Spirit, we can expect that one of His primary 
jobs is to cleanse and purify us so our actions honor God. 
 5. The Holy Spirit lives in us (indwells us.) And do 
not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be 
filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5: 18). Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for 
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 10. The Holy Spirit empowers us for mission and 
witness, to share and defend the gospel. Do not be 
anxious beforehand what you are to say . . . for it is not 
you who speaks, but the Holy Spirit (Mark 13: 11). But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you and you will be my witnesses (Acts 1: 8). It is 
never the purpose of God just to have the Spirit stir us 
to worship and then leave us there. His task is to instill 
strength in us in worship so that we can go out to do His 
will, making disciples of every nation. 
 11. The Holy Spirit produces obvious Fruit, devel-
oping in us the character of Christ (Galations 5: 22-
23). When He indwells us, He begins the work of growing 
His fruit in our lives-love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
These are not works of human effort, which is incapable 
of producing such fruit, but they are products of the Spir-
it’s presence in our lives. 
 12. The Holy Spirit comforts us. I will not leave you 
as orphans (“comfortless” in the King James Version). I 
will come to you (John 14: 18). And I will ask the Father, 
and He will give you another Helper (Advocate, Comfort-
er) to be with you forever . . . (John 14: 26).
 13. The Holy Spirit helps us pray. Likewise the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us with groanings too deep for words (Romans 8:26-27). 
 14. The Holy Spirit gives us spiritual gifts. Now 
there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord . . . To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
Spiritual gifts are given for the upbuilding of the body of 
Christ, the Church (1 Corinthians 12: 1-31).

TEA IN ATHENS
If you missed the Tea, you missed a fun time! I would 
like to thank the committee members and all those who 
made this event such a success. The committee mem-
bers were Lynda Osei-Boateng, Margaret Sakyiama, 
Stella Antwi, Nengi Jamabo, Angela Macri and Deborah 
Boateng. Special thanks go to the following:
 • Mary Esther Michels who made the program,
 • Margaret Kemngang and Patu Aka who made food,
 • The Fellowship Committee for their help and sup-
port, 
 • Pastor Pete for his continued encouragement and 
support of this event,
 • Janne Cummings and Mollie Kaufman who were our 
greeters,
 • Andy Herman for doing the setup,
 • Yvonne White and Kimberly Nugent-King (both with 
MOPS) who helped support this event and encouraged 

their members to attend,
 • Darcy Quinn who translated the invitation so we 
could invite those who don’t speak English very well,
 • Those who worked behind the scenes and helped 
with childcare,
 • Tricia Bradford who helped in so many ways,
 • and also, special thanks to all those who helped get 
the food out, the drawing, and clean up. 
 If I have forgotten anyone, please accept my apol-
ogies. Thank all of you from the 
bottom of my heart. Please know 
that I am very grateful for you 
and for your help. Pictures and 
more details will follow next 
month. 
Blessings, 
Gerry Davis

 • MOPS has reinforced that Jesus comes first and that 
everything else flows from living a life full of service ac-
cording to His teachings
 • MOPS has provided many opportunities and training 
to help me discern where I am being called to serve.
MOPS has strengthened my faith and belonging in a 
Christian community
 • Every time a mom is in need, whether it’s a mom with 
depression or a mom just needing some advice, so many 
other MOPS moms are willing to jump in and help. For 
me personally, it’s dealing with the anxiety of a new baby 
and everything that comes with it. Just hearing the expe-
riences of so many moms who are willing to share has 
helped me stay calm and make the best decisions for me 
and my baby
 • The moms in our group are so friendly and will reach 
out to other moms in the community and invite them to 
join us. Our MOPS moms will also share opportunities to 
serve the community that are dear to them and receive 
so much support from the group. Sending care packages 
to soldiers, other MOPS moms across the world who are 
having a hard time, etc. Our group really reaches out to 
serve in big and little ways
 • God is glorified through MOPS at every meeting and 
every informal gathering of just a few moms. Some moms 
lead bible studies to reach those moms who are non-be-
lievers. Moms lift each other up in prayer when we know 
a mom or a loved one of one of our moms is struggling
 • After every meeting, I am so inspired by the speak-
ers to make changes to my life for the glory of God. I am 
reminded that our time here is short, and there’s a greater 
goal for my life than the mundane season of raising little 
ones.
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