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Return to the 
Book of James: 
Faith + Action 
Series, 
Chapter 5
We pick up our study 
of the Book of James 

where we left off at the end of 2016; 
in the final chapter of what is per-
haps the most practical book of the 
entire New Testament on the subject 
living out our faith. Want to know 
what genuine Christian faith in action 
looks like? Read the book of James. 
It is full of down-to-earth, real-world 
application, deep theology, and con-
crete advise for life as a disciple of 
Jesus. Our series has explored these 
themes:
• Joyful endurance in times of trial
• True wisdom
• Recognizing and resisting 
 temptation in a tempting world
• Putting your faith into action
• Perils of an untamed tongue
• Humility and grace

In his final words of warning to the 
church to be doers and not just hear-
ers of the word, James rebukes his 
readers for their worldliness, materi-
alism, self-indulgence, and injustice 
towards poor believers. He then con-
cludes with a treatment of the divine 
prescription for healing and the power 
of prayer. This series will begin May 7 
and conclude the end of June. 

Compassion Sunday May 14
Compassion Sunday is a nationwide 
event to share your heart for children 
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The next issue of Neelsville News 
will be the June edition. Article 
submissions should be sent to 
neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com by 
Monday, May 15th. 

in poverty with your church family. 
Compassion International is more 
than sponsoring a child with a month-
ly donation…it’s about releasing 
entire families from poverty in Jesus’ 
name!
•Compassion has been helping 
children through sponsorship for 65 
years.
•1.8 million children across the globe 
receive assistance, helping and sup-
port from Compassion.
•People like you sponsor children in 
25 countries through Compassion.

May New Members Class
Sundays April 30th and May 7th 
6-7:30pm. Elder meeting May 18th 

Pastor Pete

We experienced some difficulty 
with the office printer a few weeks 
ago and were not able to print and 
mail out the April issue of 
Neelsville News. If you would like a 
printed copy, they are now avail-
able in the Welcome Center. The 
April issue is also available online 
at neelsville.org, just select 
‘resources’ in the top bar then click 
‘newsletters’.

Happy
Mother’s

Day!

             opens her mouth with wisdom,
and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.

–Proverbs 31:26

She
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LOCAL MISSIONS FELLOWSHIP

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
FINANCIAL UPDATE – MARCH 2017

General Operating Fund: The Operating Fund Income to date through 
March was $156,954 and expenses to date through March were $156,699.
Building Fund:  Building Fund Income through March was $7,495 and 
Building Fund mortgage payments through March were $8,320.
The Budget Committee thanks you for your generous and faithful 
giving.

Operating Income Received $156,954

Total Operating Expenses $156,699

Building Funds Received $7,495

Total Building Fund Expenses $8,320
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PLAY (SOFT)BALL!
If you are 16 or older (no upper age limit), male or female, come join the 
Neelsville Co-ed softball team! What better way to 
enjoy the outdoors and have fellowship with your 
NPC family? We will play Sunday afternoons 
at 2pm starting April 2nd  through July, with 
no games on holiday weekends. Games will 
either be at Clear Spring Park in Germantown 
(near the church on Scenery Drive) or at Cedar 
Creek Park by NWHS on Richter Farm. Infor-
mation is posted on the NPC website or contact 
Tamyra Porter for more information or to sign 
up! We’d love to have you join the fun!

AN EASTER BRUNCH THANK YOU
We want to thank everyone who worked with us to make the Easter Brunch a huge success! From setup on Satur-
day through final cleanup Sunday, members pitched in to help the Fellowship Committee. All six of us could not have 
done it without your help.
 From 9:30am to 11am, the Fellowship Hall was full of happy people, in Easter finery, enjoying the wonderful, 
delicious food everyone contributed. The weather was sunny and quite warm, so we consumed a record amount of 
punch. After the 11am service many people came back to the Hall and enjoyed the food that was left.   
 We will be back on Sunday, May 14th and June 18th to celebrate and honor Mother’s Day and Father’s Day with cake 
and punch. Look for us in the Welcome Center between the services. 
 Again, many thanks from the Fellowship Committee!

VBS is July 17th-21st from 9am-12pm.
Register online at Neelsville.org 

to participate or volunteer!
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6-7:30pm. New Member Sunday May 21st 11am. Interested in becoming a member of Neelsville? Want to connect 
more deeply with our church as we gather to worship God, grow in Christ spiritually, and go serve in Jesus name? 
Have unanswered questions about the Christian life? Interested in plugging in more deeply with our faith communi-
ty? Sign-up on the website, email office@neelsville.org or call 301-972-3916 to register. Childcare is available upon 
request.

PASTOR’S CORNER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS
There are two ways to provide flowers for the communion 
table for worship: 1) Write a check to NPC for $48.00 
with “flowers” written in the memo section, or 2) Bring in 
your own cut flowers – we have glass vases available at 
church. Either way, please sign up on the Flower Chart in 
the Narthex and fill out a yellow card (from the attached 
envelope) and turn it in so your special dedication can be 
announced in the bulletin. Questions? Please contact the 
church office or Jannee Cummings.  

A THOUSAND THANKS!   
We are so grateful to a team of men who worked very 
hard for a LONG time to accomplish the installation of the 
screen and projector in the sanctuary. This project has 
been on our church agenda for almost ten years. These 
are the people who were faithful over the years giving 

countless amounts of their time and skill: Rich Benning, 
Lewis Johnston, Craig Arold, and Gregg Couillard. Rich 
provided not only time and expertise, but heavy duty 
equipment and skilled workers from his own business. We 
look forward to utilizing this very professional installation 
and equipment in many ways to enhance our worship.

On May 14th, Mother’s Day, the Global Missions Commit-
tee is sponsoring Compassion Sunday with Compas-
sion International. We would like to invite each of you to 
stop by and tell us your experiences sponsoring a child 
or even possibly to sign up to sponsor a child.  

Compassion has a long legacy of caring people who 
help release children from poverty in Jesus’ name. 
Compassion began in 1952 with one man, Rev. Everett 
Swanson, an evangelist in South Korea preaching to the 
American troops. When Rev. Swanson returned to the 
states, he created a way for people to contribute a small 
amount each month to care for the needs of an individu-
al child. The result was Compassion International. Since 
the first 34 children in South Korea, Compassion has 
changed the lives of more the 2.5 million boys and girls.

My first experience with Compassion was in the early 
60’s, when my father was the head of the coffee club 
at work. The men charged themselves around 10 cents 
a cup. They discovered that they had much more for a 
month than what was needed for supplies. They decided 
to use the funds to support a little girl in South Korea. 
They would add more to buy Christmas and birthday 
gifts for her. Dad would get her letters to the group and 
he would share them with my brother and me before he 
took them to work. 

Compassion works exclusively with local frontline 
churches and Christian fellowships to assist children in 
need. These church-based child development centers 

tend to be small, averaging 180 children. This allows the 
local staff to be personally acquainted with each spon-
sored child. Sponsorship support for all the children in 
a center is combined and managed to provide a wide 
range of developmental activities and opportunities.

We will have packets of children, who are waiting for 
sponsors on Sunday, May 14th. So stop by and see if the 
Lord moves you to sponsor one of these young people. It 
costs $38 a month, which is tax deductible. Your spon-
sorship connects a child living in poverty with a loving, 
church-based Child Sponsorship Program, and provides 
medical checkups, nutritious food, health and hygiene 
training, educational assistance, access to special ser-
vices like surgeries and disaster relief, and mentoring in 
the Christian faith.

If you will miss us on May 14th, stop by Compassion 
International website to find your special child: https://
www.compassion.com/sponsor_a_child/default.htm?ref-
erer=519218&loc=top.  

This is excellent opportunity to share our love of God 
and to have an impact in the lives of some children in the 
developing world.
–Connie Barnes

COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL
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APRIL 2017 SESSION NOTES
Session met on April 20th with four of eleven elders 
present. Pastor Pete shared a devotion on Romans 8: 
26-27 on how the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness by 
taking our imperfect prayers and aligning them perfectly 
with God’s will for our lives.   
 Sue Farrell came to the meeting to tell us about the 
work of our Global Missions Committee and the ten 
missionaries or organizations we support. She asked us 

LOCAL MISSIONS

MOPS PARTY
MOPS had an Easter party at Neelsville on Friday, April 
7th. All families of NPC were welcomed to attend the 
event. Forty-five children heard a story, The Best Thing 
about Easter as told by Jamie Swope. The children had 
an opportunity to complete Easter-themed crafts and 
participate in an egg hunt. Thank you, NPC, for hosting 
the MOPS Easter party and providing the children’ an 
opportunity to hear the Easter story!

MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS
Regional Training Meeting held at NPC
On April 1st, the NPC MOPS Moms hosted the MOPS re-
gional training meeting. Fifty-four mothers attended from 
MOPS groups in Maryland, Virginia, New Jersey and Del-
aware. Our training focused on Psalm 68:11, The Lord 
announces the word and the women who proclaim it are a 
mighty throng. Moms joined in a time of fellowship, praise 
and worship which included the Cedarbrook Church’s 
praise band, a lecture by former NPC member Betsey Bell 
on the role of Christian woman/wives/mothers as leaders 
in their relationships, and a presentation on partnering 
with MOPS groups in other countries. We also watched 
a series of video training segments provided by MOPS 
International. This was followed by a discussion of how to 
multiply and reach the goal of MOPS International to bring 
the good news and loving support of Jesus Christ to a mil-
lion moms. We learned about our own leadership styles 
and how they impact those we lead. It was an insightful 
exercise for those who attended. We all took enneagram 
tests to see how our personality impacted our leadership. 
For a fun test check out the enneagraminstitite.com to 
take your own test. Special thanks to Andrew Herman for 
all his support setting up for this event.  
 A note of thanks from one of our attendees- “It was 
an amazing time! I enjoyed everything: delicious food, 
sweet fellowship with y’all, wonderful speakers, and ta-
ble discussions, and moms from other MOPS groups we 

got to meet!! It’s interesting to find every MOPS is a little 
different. One group meets only in the evening because 
they are mostly working moms! And yet, even with the 
differences, every MOPS seems to have the same goals: 
that is, to reach out to the local community (moms on 
the playground who may be struggling) and the world 
(the MOPS chapter in Kenya). The video of that MOPS 
chapter worshipping God in a shack with no roof and no 
wall in the very rural poor village in Kenya reminded me 
once again of how there are bigger, greater things than 
just me and my kids, and of how huge the network of 
Christian moms is all around.”

SESSION NEWS
to pray for all our missionaries and to consider when and 
where the next NPC mission trip should be.
 Pastor Pete shared that we had an excellent 
attendance for Easter (428) and that the Good Friday 
service with guest musicians was very well received with 
an attendance of 143. He reported that Andy Herman, 
Youth Director, is hoping to start a young adult small 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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SESSION NEWS continued

FELLOWSHIP

group for ages about 20 to 30. He also noted that ECO 
candidate Paul Kim has a huge exam this weekend. If he 
passes, he will graduate and then will take on a full-
time job at Shady Grove Hospital in counseling 
and pastoral care. This would also allow him to 
be ordained and he would continue to assist in 
pastoral ministry at Neelsville. 
 Chad Porter talked about the recent meeting 
between our Discipleship and Discernment 
team and the Presbytery Discernment Team to 
discuss the results of our church survey. The next 
step in our process is that the PDT will present their 
findings to the Presbytery Leadership Council on May 3rd.  
 The Budget Report shows that our income is roughly 
matching our expenses.

TEA IN AFRICA
Please join us for our annual tea, Saturday, May 
20th, 10am to 12:30pm, as we tour the “Conti-
nent of Africa”. We will taste the wonderful 
teas, coffees and cuisine from countries like 
Kenya, Ghana, Egypt, Nigeria, and Moroc-
co. We will enjoy the culture and the music. 
There will be a devotion, door prizes and free 
childcare! You may sign up by going the church 
website, Facebook, the poster in the Welcome Center, 
or by contacting Gerry Davis at gerry.davis@outlook.
com. Please register early for free childcare because 
space could become limited. This is an outreach fellow-

ship event, so consider inviting a neighbor or friend to 
join you. If you have any questions, please contact Gerry 

Davis.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please help us make this a successful and fun 

event for everyone. We could 
use some hands with set up the night before 
(Friday, May 19th), preparations the 

morning of the tea, greeters, and clean up. 
Your donation of new items for door prizes 
would be appreciated too.Thank you. For more 

information contact Gerry Davis at gerry.davis@
outlook.com.

CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS; GOOD READS!  
Find these on the new book shelf in the church library.
Scarred For Life, by Fredric A. Almond, Sr. With a will to 
live, he refused to die. He was stabbed thirty-nine times, 
and he forgave. God is waiting on us to speak out in ac-
tion in what our scars really are.
The Last Word: Beyond the Bible Wars to a New 
Understanding of the Authority of Scripture, by N.T. 
Wright. While showing how both evangelicals and liberals 
misread Scripture, a leading Bible scholar and Anglican 
bishop shows how to restore the Bible’s authority today.
Essential Church?: Reclaiming a Generation of Drop-
outs, by Sam S. Rainer and Thom S. Rainer. Why do so 
many young adults (18 to 22) leave the church, and what 
will it take to bring them back?
Growing Souls: Experiments in Contemplative Youth 
Ministry, by Mark Yaconelli. We believe that the central 
purpose of youth ministry is to open the minds and hearts 

of young persons to an intimate relationship with God.
Life Without Limits: Inspiration for a Ridiculously 
Good Life, by Nick Vujicic. Born without arms or legs, Vu-
jicic overcame his disability to live not just independently 
but a rich, fulfilling life.
The Circle Maker: Praying Circles Around Your Big-
gest Dreams and Greatest Fears, by Mark Batterson. 
Drawing prayer circles around our dreams isn’t just a 
mechanism whereby we accomplish great things for 
God. The Bible Jesus Read, by Philip Yancey. The Old 
Testament is not a mysterious, outdated book. It is God’s 
biography, the story of his passionate encounters with his 
people, and the prequel to the story of Jesus.
Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World, by Joanna 
Weaver. Like Mary, you long to sit at the Lord’s feet...but 
the daily demands of a busy world just won’t leave you 
alone. Like Martha, you love Jesus and really want to 
serve him...yet you struggle.

 We look forward to Youth Sunday on April 30th.  The 
summer youth missions activity will take place in the 
afternoons during the week of VBS, July 17-21st. Andy 

Herman hopes to have a youth Bible study over the 
summer during the week. The Sunday School class 

on Spiritual Parenting has gotten a good start. 
Parents of ANY age are welcome, including 
parents of adult children who are encouraged 
to share their wisdom with younger parents. 
MOPS  is coming under the supervision of 
Family Ministries to help coordinate their 

valuable program with the core values and 
mission of Neelsville.

From Michele Kelly, 
subbing for Clerk of Session, Joan Ginetis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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What an incredible season of Lent and Easter we had 
at Neelsville! We have much to celebrate. Many, many 

children read all 21 chapters of the Gospel 
of John or a children’s Bible during Lent. 

It’s my prayer that our children have 
sparked a desire in their heart to con-
tinue to read God’s Word alongside 
their parents and develop spiritual 
habits to daily worship God. And we 
had a wonderful experience at the 

“Rise Up” Easter family event on Eas-
ter Sunday. Special thanks to all of 
the volunteers who gave their time to 
make this happen including Michelle 
Nelson who helped coordinate this 
fun and meaningful experience.

VBS is just around the corner the week of July 17th-21st 
from 9am-12pm! The theme is Maker Fun Factory: Cre-
ated by God, Made for a Purpose! Registration is now on-
line at http://neelsville.org/
ministries/vacation-bi-
ble-school. Space is 
limited and there is a 
pre-registration dis-
count of $5 for a limited 
time. We are seeking 
leaders and would love 
you to prayerfully consid-
er joining the team. If you 
are available to serve, please 
e-mail our VBS Director, Jamie Swope, at neelsvilelkids@
gmail.com or fill out the volunteer survey on the VBS 
website. If you are unable to serve during the week, we 
can definitely use your prayer support. And we’d love you 
to invite every child you know who lives in this area. You 
can also financially support VBS by purchasing a gift card 
in any amount to Amazon, Costco, Target, Wal-mart, 
Giant, Wegmans, or Aldi. This will help us purchase vari-
ous items needed for stations and snacks served. 

Save the Date for the Neelsville Family Retreat at Mar-
Lu-Ridge Retreat Center September 29th to October 
1st. Each family will have its own sleeping quarters and 
restroom/shower. Meals are included with accommoda-
tions for allergies. This will be a special time to draw close 
to the Lord and each other in a beautiful setting. More 
details to come including price and registration. 

 Fun events are coming up for children and families. 
During the month of May we will be grilling and enjoying 
a picnic before a softball game with our very own Neels-
ville Knights!
 It’s not too late to join the Spiritual Parenting Class 
led by the Porters. Read more about it on page 5 of this 
newsletter or e-mail porterpo5@gmail.com to learn more.

Mar-Lu-Ridge Retreat Center

Her children rise up and call her 
blessed; her husband also, and he 
praises her...
–Proverbs 31: 28
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LOCAL MISSIONS

For the last 8 years or so, Chad and I have been pursuing 
ways to equip our parents in their calling to raise their 
children in faith. We have been convicted by what 
scripture clearly presents as the role for parents and the 
role for the church and those who come alongside our 
parents in this high calling.

Parents — Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Church — Ephesians 4:7-13

 God is faithful! His timing is perfect and we are thrilled 
to initiate some focused time where we as parents can 
look at what scripture tells us, dig into what Christian 
researchers and leaders have synthesized and share our 
own insights on this task God has called us to. 
 On that point, I want to extend this to all the aunts, 
uncles, brothers, sisters, adopted grandparents, etc. who 
play a role of influence in the lives of our young people 
at NPC. Understanding the role of parents also helps 
you understand more about your Father. Understanding 
these roles also helps us understand how we can support 
parents in this journey. If your kids are grown, there’s 
still something here for you, and you bring something 
important for many of us going through this process now. 
If you don’t have kids, you are also welcome. We also 
need you to support us and support our kids. Again, the 
primary objective is to equip our parents for this journey, 
but there is space for all. 
  If you are interested in joining us on Sunday mornings, 
we’ll be meeting in the Historic Chapel Large Classroom 
starting at 9:30am during the Sunday school hour.  
Please be sure to order your copy of Spiritual Parenting 
by Michelle Anthony (on Amazon) so you can get the 
most out of this class.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

They said this to test him, so that they might have some 
charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote 

with his finger on the ground.” –John 8:6

In this curious line from the story of Jesus and the 
Woman Caught in Adultery, the storyteller John has 
baffled scholars and preachers across the ages: what 
was Jesus writing? Why was he writing? Why didn’t he 
answer the question the Scribes and Pharisees were 
asking him?
 I’m learning why: Jesus was creating safe and holy 
space, a gift rarely or never before doled out to the 
woman or her accusers. Safe and holy space is a 
rare commodity today: the physical, temporal, and/or 
social space for people to think, process, reflect, doubt, 
question, grapple, or try ideas out. 
 I believe it’s a gift those outside the church hunger 
for: where do I ask the unorthodox questions, where do 
I express my rage at God for my crisis? To whom do I 
go when I don’t have all answers and frankly don’t want 
all the answers but just want someone who’ll bear the 
questions with me?
 As a missionary, I’m learning the art of creating safe 
and holy space. I believe it’s one of my primary jobs as I 
minister among those who question if God is either. How 
do I do this?
• When someone joins our prayer group and fields an 
understanding of the faith that is way out in left field 
without any Biblical backing, we just listen; we don’t 
endorse but neither do we judge. We give him space to 
hear his own understanding out loud. This gives us the 
credibility to speak the truth in love as the Holy Spirit 
moves.
• When someone from another faith tells us what their 
God is like, we say, “tell us more.” We recognize that, 
while their faith tradition may represent a worldview 
completely different than ours, it doesn’t mean they are 
not spiritual seekers or spiritually hungry – and these are 
good things – things to affirm! As they seek God, we can 
direct them toward the One who reconciles us with Him.
• When someone out-and-out denies their bad habit, we 
don’t rebuke them. We simply love on them and leave it 
at that; they know where we stand. We trust God to reveal 
what God needs to reveal whether He will use our mouths 
to do so or not.

 Creating safe and holy space is like breathing the 
breath of God. It’s love incarnate. The scribes and 
Pharisees didn’t need answers. They needed space, 
space to reflect on what they were doing, space to 
humanize the person they saw before them, space 
to allow God to bring to their minds the grace He had 
bestowed upon them.
 Jesus says, “And I, when I am lifted up, I will draw all 
people to myself.” (John 12:32) Create some safe and 
holy space this month and allow God to use you to reveal 
the truth of our Lord Jesus Christ - in HIS time.

The following is a word from Norm Gordon. Norm 
is NPC’s local missionary who networks among the 
unchurched in Montgomery County to discover what 
our Lord is up to beyond the church walls. Find out 
more about his ministry at www.bridgeus.org or come to 
Bridges Support Group meeting 6:30 - 7:45 on the first 
Tuesday of each month in the Parlor.
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