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Celebrate Easter with Neelsville

Scan the QR code or go to neelsville.org/ministries/easter-2026 to find all the
information on Neelsville’s Holy Week and Easter Events. Pick up a postcard in
the Narthex to invite your friends and neighbors!

Palm Sunday Worship — NEXT Sunday, March 29 at 10:45am
Good Friday Prayer — April 3 from 12pm - 6:00pm

Good Friday Service — April 3 at 7:00pm

Easter Sunday Services — April 5 at 9am & 11am

Join us on Good Friday for prayer stations in the Welcome Center & Narthex from 12pm-6pm.
This will be a quiet time of prayer and reflection where we take a close look at ourselves and see
areas we need to grow in Christ both individually and corporately. As we look inward, we hope to
see the lies the world tells us, a clearer view of who we are and our purpose, and the beauty of
Jesus Christ as He calls us out from our sins and brokenness and into transformation with Him.

Join us for Easter Brunch! Please bring a finger food to share and join us in the welcome center
on Easter Sunday for brunch between the 9am and 11am worship services. Clean up help is
appreciated, as well as help to receive the food! If you can help, please contact Gerry Davis
(Gerry.davis@outlook.com).



Welcome to Neelsville!

Welcome to Neelsville Presbyterian Church! We are so thrilled that you are visiting with us
today. We are a church that is growing more and more captivated by Jesus Christ, delighting to
glorify and serve Him in every area of our lives. Wherever you are in your walk with God, we have
resources for you and your family. Please contact me if you have any questions or desire
additional information. Thanks for visiting and | hope you experience the welcome of Christ
during your time with us!

Warmly in Christ,

Pastor Jeffrey Rickett

pastorjeff@neelsville.org

First Time Here?

We’re so glad you’ve joined us! Please fill out a green guest card in the pew and handitto a
Welcome Team member for a small gift. They can help connect you with our various ministries
and answer any questions you may have.

When you join us again, please take a moment each Sunday to sign in with our Welcome Team.
This helps us to stay connected and to reach out to ensure you are well if we haven’t seen you in
awhile.

Tips for Families

We are a church who believes in the value of families worshipping together, and we welcome
the wiggles & giggles of little ones in the pews.

Look for the m station outside the Sanctuary to learn more about...

e Nursery Care — Available for children 2 years and under during the service.

e Worship & Praise Zone — Children ages 3 — 3" grade are invited to a Bible Story & crafts
during the sermon. Please check-in before worship at the kids station.

e Worship Activity Bags — Feel free to grab one for your child to use during the service.

Join us for Classes for All Ages at 9:30am Sunday. We have offerings for everyone from
preschoolers to adults. Learn more on page 11.



Order of Service

Christian worship is the gathered response of God’s people to God’s revelation of Himself. It is
our wholehearted offering of praise, gratitude, and obedience to the Father, through the Son, in
the power of the Holy Spirit. Worship centers on God’s character and saving work — especially
the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ — and shapes us to live as His
witnesses in the world. In worship, we listen to God through Scripture, speak to God in prayer
and song, and present our lives as a living sacrifice. It is both a foretaste of the eternal praise of
heaven and the weekly reorientation of our hearts around the One who alone is worthy.

— Pastor Jeffrey Rickett

Prelude

We invite you to let the music quiet your mind and heart to prepare for worship.

Welcome & Announcements Pastor SeongSu Hong

*=pleaserise if you are able

*Call to Worship Psalm 121 TheoR.
God’s words in scripture Leader: | lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
remind us that He is the

one who calls us to AUW: Our help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.
gather.

Leader: He will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not
slumber.

All: The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time
forth and forevermore. Come, let us worship the Lord, our faithful
Keeper.

*Hymn Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) (Tomlin/Newton/Giglio) #393

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now I'm found; was blind, but now | see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear; and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear the hour | first believed.

Chorus: My chains are gone, I've been set free.
My God, my Savior has ransomed me.
And like a flood His mercy reigns, unending love, amazing grace.



The Lord has promised good to me; His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. (Chorus 2x)

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine.
But God, who called me here below, will be forever mine,
Will be forever mine, You are forever mine.

© 2006 sixsteps Music CCLI License 1534861

*Prayer of Adoration Pastor Jeffrey Rickett

Our Pastor leads a prayer in which we lift our hearts to praise God for who He is and to express our deep love for Him.

*Hymn God of Grace (Getty/Rea) #156

God of grace, amazing wonder, irresistible and free;

Oh, the miracle of mercy, Jesus reaches down to me.

God of grace, | stand in wonder, as my God restores my soul.

His own blood has paid my ransom; awesome cost to make me whole.

God of grace, who loved and knew me long before the world began;
Sent my Saviour down from heaven—perfect God and perfect man.
God of grace, | trust in Jesus; I'm accepted as his own.

Ev’'ry day new grace sustains me, as | lean on Him alone.

God of grace, | stand astounded, cleansed, forgiven and secure.

All my fears are now confounded, and my hope is ever sure.

God of grace, now crowned in glory, where one day I'll see your face;
And forever I'll adore You in Your everlasting grace.

© 2003 Thankyou Music CCLI License # 1534861

Confession of Sin Based on Genesis 17
Seeing how great and Leader: Holy and gracious God, You are El Shaddai—the God who is
good God is, we are enough, the God who keeps covenant from generation to

reminded that we have, . Yet like Abrah f l Yy

more often than we wish, gener.atlon. et like Abraham, we often struggle to trust Your

failed to live as God has promises.

designed.

All: Lord, have mercy on us.

Leader: You call us to walk before You and be blameless, but we
confess that we often walk in our own strength. We grow
impatient in waiting, we take matters into our own hands, and we
try to set the terms of our relationship with You.

All: Forgive us, Lord.



Leader: You mark Your people as belonging to You, yet we live as
though we belong to ourselves. You promise, “l will be your God,”
but we chase after lesser gods—comfort, control, approval, and
self-reliance.

All: Cleanse us, O God.

Leader: Have mercy on us for our unbelief, our forgetfulness, and our
half-hearted obedience. Renew in us the joy of belonging to You,
and teach us to rest in Your covenant love.

All: Amen.

Silent Confession

Written words can never reflect exactly what is in each individual’s heart, so this is a time for us to consider our own
waywardness and speak it silently to God.

*Assurance of Pardon Rooted in God’s Covenant Promises

When we confess our Leader: Hear the good news of the gospel. The God who said to

sins, seeking God's help Abraham, “l will establish my covenant... to be God to you and to
to turn away from them, f . f »isth God who has k Hi

we are assured that He your offspring a ter you is the same God who has kept His
will extend grace, mercy promise in Jesus Christ.

and forgiveness. He is . .
willing to do this because In Christ, the true Seed of Abraham, God has bound Himself to us

Jesus paid the penalty for forever.
our sins on the cross. . . . .
In Christ, every covenant promise finds its “Yes and Amen.”

In Christ, our sins are forgiven—not because we are faithful, but
because He is.

To all who turn to God in repentance and trust in Jesus Christ, hear
His covenant promise:

“I will be your God.”
“I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
“I will remember your sins no more.”

All: Thanks be to God!




From the Batak Protestant Church

*Confession of Faith

in Sumatra, Indonesia

Since the earliest years
when disciples gathered,
Christians have
formulated statements to
summarize what we
believe. These creeds
help remind us of the
richness of our faith and
can help answer the
questions of those who
may be wondering about
Christianity.

Time of Offering

Leader: We believe and confess:

All: God is one, without beginning and end, almighty, unchangeable,
faithful, omniscient, inscrutable, a righteous judge, of great mercy,
gracious.

Leader: Our God is one, and also triune, namely: God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

All: God the Father creates, preserves, and rules all things visible and
invisible.

Leader: He fills heaven and earth and is true, holy, and loving.

All: God the Son, who became man, was born of the Virgin Mary,
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and is called Lord Jesus.

Leader: Two natures are found in him, namely the divine and human,
inseparable in one person. Jesus Christ is true God but also true
man.

All: He suffered in agony at the time of the rule of Pilate, was crucified
and died in order to deliver us from sin, from death and from the
power of the devil.

Leader: He became the perfect sacrifice to make reconciliation with
God because of all the sins of mankind. He was buried, rose again
on the third day, ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of
God Jehovah, his Father who has glory forever.

All: He is in heaven interceding for us, ruling everything, until he will
come again to the earth to judge the quick and the dead.

Leader: God the Holy Spirit calls and teaches the Church and
preserves it in faith and holiness in the gospel for the Glory of God.

All: This we believe and confess. Amen

We have an opportunity to give financially to support the work of the local and global church, offering OFC%l0O]
what we are able with cheerful hearts, grateful for God’s blessings. Giving also includes generously

sharing our time and talents to care for one another and the community around us. Please take the - #
plate and pass it down the pew to the usher. To give online, scan the QR code. [=]y Fo



Offertory Standing on the Promises (arr. Berry) Christine Gormley, piano

“Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm the agitations of the soul; it is one of the most magnificent
and delightful presents God has given us.” — Martin Luther

*Doxology & Prayer of Dedication

A song of praise used by Praise God from Whom all blessings flow.

Christians since the early Praise Him all creatures here below.

18" century. Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Jesus said: “And when Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom
you pray, do not heap up come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our

empty phrases as the . . .
Gentiles do... for your daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And

Father know what you lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the
need before you ask him. kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Pray then like this:”

Children’s Message Danielle Harris

On alternate Sundays, the young children receive a blessing or they gather to hear a mini-message, often sharing a
point from the upcoming sermon in a relational way with the children.

Children ages 3-3rd grade will be dismissed to the Worship & Praise Zone following the message.

Jesus, Strong and Kind

Hymn . #362
y (Buchanan/Robinson/Farren/Thompson)
Jesus said that if | thirst, | should come to him.
No one else can satisfy, | should come to him.
Chorus: Forthe Lord is good and faithful. He will keep us day and night.
We can always run to Jesus. Jesus, strong and kind.
Scripture Reading Genesis 17

Please turn in the pew Bible to page 11 or flip ahead in the bulletin to page 9 to follow the text as it is read.

Sermon El Shaddai: The God of Impossible Promises Pastor Jeff

A pastor or an elder of the church gives this extended message explaining the scripture passage, what it meant to
the original readers, and how it applies to us today. Our pastor often preaches through a book of the Bible, using a
selection of verses each week. Space for Sermon Notes is provided on page 8.

-6-



*Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness (Chisholm/Runyan) #595

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Refrain: Greatis Thy faithfulness! Greatis Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above

Join with all nature in manifold withess

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (Refrain)

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain)

© Public Domain CCLI License 1534861

*Charge & Benediction

The pastor gives a charge to go into the world in Jesus’ name, living and serving in ways that give witness to God’s
love. He then raises his hands, giving a blessing for the congregation to receive.

*Postlude

We close with another instrumental piece, carrying praise to God out of the church and into the world.

After Worship Today!

All are invited to help with the Mini-Workday after Worship. Magic Erasers will be used
to help clean the walls in various areas. Pizza to be served after the work is completed!

The Women’s Tea Committee will meet in the Library. If anyone would like to join and
help with the tea on Sat 6/6, please come! Many hands make light work. Contact Gerry
Davis or Cathy Brown.

Choir will rehearse at 12:30pm to prepare for Easter! All are welcome!




Sermon Notes El Shaddai: The God of Impossible Promises

The Unfolding Promise: The Faith Story of Abraham
The God of the Covenant — The Lord God Almighty (vv. 1-2)

The Promises of the Covenant — An Inheritance, A Sign, A Son (vv. 3-22)

The Response of the Covenant - Faithful Obedience (vv. 23-27)

The Gospel Connection — Jesus, the True Covenant Keeper

The Covenant Today — What is our response?

Next Week: God’s Friend (Genesis 18)




Scripture Genesis 17

"When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “l am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, % that | may make my covenant between me and you,
and may multiply you greatly.” ® Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, * “Behold, my
covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. ° No longer shall your
name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for | have made you the father of a
multitude of nations. ® | will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will make you into nations, and
kings shall come from you. 7 And | will establish my covenant between me and you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and
to your offspring after you.  And | will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and | will be their God.”

° And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after
you throughout their generations. '° This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and
you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. ' You shall be
circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and
you. "> He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your
generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not
of your offspring, ' both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall
surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. ' Any
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his
people; he has broken my covenant.”

> And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah
shall be her name. "® | will bless her, and moreover, | will give you a son by her. | will bless her, and
she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” ' Then Abraham fell on his face
and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall
Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” ' And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might
live before you!” ' God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his
name Isaac. | will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after
him. 2° As for Ishmael, | have heard you; behold, | have blessed him and will make him fruitful and
multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and | will make him into a great nation. ?' But
| will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.”

22 When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. ?* Then Abraham took
Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought with his money, every male among the
men of Abraham’s house, and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God
had said to him. 2* Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of
his foreskin. 2 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh
of his foreskin. 26 That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised. 2 And all the men
of his house, those born in the house and those bought with money from a foreigner, were
circumcised with him.



Something to think about. ..

Use these questions for your own personal reflection and study at home.

1. How did God introduce himself when he appeared to Abram? What does this say about
God and his character? What did he ask Abram to do?

2. Why did God give Abram a new hame? What does Abraham mean? What is the significance
of Sarai's new name?

3. Did the covenant blessings affect only Abraham? Why is it significant that God promised to
be Abraham's God and the God of his descendants?

4. What does circumcision denote for Abraham and his descendants? What is the connection
between circumcision and baptism? What do they both signify?

5. God displayed ownership of Abraham's life by changing his name and requiring
circumcision. How does the God Almighty display ownership of your life?

Financial Update

February YTD YTD Annual
Actual Actual Budget Budget
Income ($K) $54.3K $126.7K | $130.5K | $827.9K
Expenses ($K) $58.9K | $110.9K | $134.8K | $859.4K
Excess
-$4.6K $15.9K
Income/Expenses

February income was $54.3K and expenses were $58.9K, resulting in a monthly

deficit of $4.6K. Year-to-date income is $126.7K, slightly below budget.

-10 -
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Grow and Go with Us!

Opportunities are offered for all ages, to grow in our relationship with God, impacting our lives.

Next Generation Ministry

dd The Next Gen Praise Team is getting ready to sing on Palm Sunday and Easter!

e Sun 3/22 - Rehearsal after worship service (12:15-12:30pm)

e Sun 3/29 — Meet in the Narthex at 10:30am so we can prepare for the palm
processional. ¢/

e Sun 4/5 - Easter Sunday! Next Gen Praise Team will sing at the 11am service.

Contact: kids@neelsville.or
. ‘.4 g

‘ /l B Sunday School at 9:30am (Ed Wing for PreK - 5" Grade)
Ages: Birth — 5th grade

Contact: students@neelsville.org

g{“dﬁnﬁ Sunday School at 9:30am (Andrew Small Room)

Ages: 6th - 12th grade Wednesday Night Youth Group meets at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Adult Ministry
Join a class or small Sundays at 9:15am - Get Your Life Back (Parlor)
group that meets Contact: Adam Condrick (acondrick@segalco.com)
throughout the week! . . ]
Sundays at 9:30am - Hosea Bible Study (Library and Online)
Scan the QR code for Contact: Bill Kroah (billtrac108@gmail.com)
more details and
descriptions. Sundays at 9:30am - The Imperfect Disciple (Room 1)
= & Contact: Pastor Jeff (pastorjeff@neelsville.org)
L . Sundays at 7:00pm - Ezekiel Bible Study (Online)
Iril:".'- Contact: Craig Wilson (cdw6@msn.com)

Wednesdays at 7:00pm — Women’s Lenten Bible Study (Online)
Contact: Kim Evans (kyejohn316@gmail.com)

Wednesdays at 7:15pm — Men’s Lenten Bible Study (Online)
Contact: Brian Farrell (bpf3356@gmail.com)

Fridays at 9:30am - Women'’s Bible Study on Abraham (Parlor)
Contact: Sue Farrell (bfarrell01@aol.com)

-11 -



This Week at Neelsville

More details of this week’s schedule and upcoming events can be found in our [s] E_!
weekly e-letter. Scan this QR code for last Friday’s edition. B 5
Sunday 3/22 12:00pm NPC Mini Workday (Welcome Center)
12:00pm Tea Committee Meeting (Library)
12:30pm Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
7:00pm Ezekiel Bible Study (Online)
Monday 3/23
Tuesday 3/24
Wednesday 3/25 7:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
7:00pm Youth Group for 6"-12" Grade (Fellowship Hall)
7:00pm Women’s Lenten Bible Study - Jesus’ Final Week (Online)
7:15pm Men’s Lenten Bible Study - Jesus’ Final Week (Online)
Thursday 3/26
Friday 3/27 9:30am Women’s Bible Study — Abraham (Parlor)
Saturday 3/28 9:00am ESOL Classes (Lower Entrance)
Sunday 3/29 9:15am Small Group — Get Your Life Back (Parlor)
PALM 9:30am Classes for All Ages!
SUNDAY! 10:45am Worship Service (Sanctuary)
12:30pm Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
7:00pm Ezekiel Bible Study (Online)

-12 -



Announcements

Please send your announcements to office@neelsville.org by Tuesday at Noon for next week’s bulletin & e-letter.

NPC is prayerfully searching for our next Director of Worship and Music (part-time) who will
help us continue to grow as a worshiping community centered on the gospel of Jesus Christ.
This person will guide our musical life—leading congregational singing, directing our choir and
praise teams, coordinating musicians, and partnering with our pastors to craft services that are
reverent, joyful, and welcoming to all. If you know someone who might be a good fit, contact
Pastor Jeff for full job description and inquiries.

Please place your sleeping bags, pillows and bath towels for Neelsville Middle School in the
Narthex. All items are due TODAY. They will be used by 6™ graders who will participate in the
Outdoor Education program. Thank you for your support!

Easter candy donations and non-food items are being collected in the narthex for 0
our annual egg hunt treat bags. Please make sure candy is individually wrapped. o
If you need some ideas for non-food items, check out our Amazon wish list at this =

QR code! Items are due by Wed 4/1. Contact Melissa Evans with questions.
(melissa@neelsville.org)

Do you miss Hugh? Request #2 — Here is a ministry that our friend Hugh would have jumped at!
Our friends M and P are staying at home right now and need some support. We would like to have
people from the congregation go to their home in Montgomery Village and spend an hour or so
once a week or once every other week. Your conversation will help them with their English and
provide friendship since they are quite alone. Willing to chat and offer encouragement? Contact
Joannelwilson@gmail.com for more information.

Job Search for M&P - Our friends, M&P, are in search of employment and have a heart to serve.
M's degree is in Civil Engineering with experience in home remodeling and renovation. P would like
to find a family in need of childcare or elder care. If you know of any opportunities for them, please
reach out to Joanne Wilson (joannelwilson@gmail.com) or Steve Amar (sandkamar@gmail.com).

NPC will be sponsoring a Rebuilding Together project again in April! Our resident, Ana
Martinez, and her adult son, Francisco, need several repairs to their Gaithersburg home’s interior
and exterior. Many hands are needed to help, and volunteers of any skill level are welcome,
including high school youth (ages 14+). The project days will be all day on Saturdays, 4/11 and
4/18 starting at 8am each day, but any amount of time that you can serve will be appreciated.
Please contact James Nelson (jan196@gmail.com) to sign-up. Thanks to all who support this
mission every Spring!
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Stay Connected with Neelsville

CONTACTINFO

Questions?
office@neelsville.org

Website
www.neelsville.org

Phone
301-972-3916

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 10am-4pm
Fri10am-1pm

PRAYER REQUESTS

Email office@neelsville.org to
join the prayer chain.

E-LETTER SIGNUP

The Weekly Neelsville News is
delivered each Friday at 10am.

OFi0!
B

MINISTRY STAFF

Rev. Jeffrey Rickett — Lead Pastor
pastorjeff@neelsville.org

Rev. SeongSu Hong — Pastor of Next Generation Ministries
seongsu@neelsville.org

Natalia Suwuh Angkuw - Interim Director of Worship Music
nsuwuh@gmail.com

Michelle Nelson — Director of Ministry Support
office@neelsville.org

Melissa Evans — Children’s Coordinator
melissa@neelsville.org

LAY LEADERSHIP

Elders — Oversee the spiritual health of the congregation as
well as the congregation’s faithfulness to God’s mission.
Clerk of Session — Eileen Bauer

session@neelsville.org

Deacons — Nurture fellowship and caregiving within and
beyond the congregation.

Co-Moderators — Vangie Fletcher, Carol Harris, & Lynn Kroah
deacons@neelsville.org

Trustees — Provide care and oversight for Neelsville’s
buildings and grounds.

Moderator — Jason Craft

trustees@neelsville.org

FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook
Facebook.com/neelsville

Instagram
“  @neelsvillechurch



