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The next issue of Neelsville News will 
be our March edition. Submissions 
should be sent by Thursday, 
February 15th to 
neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com. 

AS OUR CHURCH GROWS …
Welcome New Members!
We were very pleased to welcome 
nine new members to Neelsville in 
December. Please look for and wel-
come the following: Keeley Connelly, 
Mike Kaiser and Rene Bouchard-Kai-
ser, Johanne Kamleu, Marysa Kam-
leu, Tony and Nancy Panettiere, Kim 
Seoni, and Sigismond Terry. Many 
of them are already active in our 
programs, such as the MOPS group, 
praise band, and as ushers. They are 
fascinating people and you will enjoy 
getting to know them!
Thank You Officers!
 Neelsville held its annual election 
of officers on the first Sunday in Jan-
uary. Pursuant to our Presbyterian 
heritage and polity, we elected Ruling 
Elders to govern the church, Deacons 
to offer compassion and sympathy, 
and Trustees to help manage and 
care for our facilities. We have 12 
Trustees, 15 Deacons, and 12 El-
ders. We typically elect one third of 
each Board every year, ordinarily for 
a three-year term.  
 We thank those who have served 
and are now rolling off the Boards:  
from Trustees:  Sandy Hutto, George 
Oku, Mike Savage, and Bob Velthuis; 
from Deacons:  Laura Martinez; and 
from the Session, or Elders:  Aroon 
Datta.
 We are also very grateful for those 
who have agreed to serve in the 
years ahead.
 As Trustees: Bill Armstrong, Pat 
Harrigan, Ryan Lorey, Bob Macri, and 
Sean Morrisey.
 As Deacons: Cindy Arold, Karen 
DeMatteo, Carol Harris, Sue Green, 
and Peggy Hurkett. (Sue and 

Peggy are going to be serving in their 
current Deacon role for an additional 
year.)
 As Elders: Craig Arold, Lynn Kroah, 
Chad Porter, and Paul Kim. (Craig 
and Chad have agreed to serve for 
one more year on top of their prior 
three-year term to help us through 
the transition this year.)
 Thanks to all who have heard and 
followed God’s calling on their lives—
Neelsville can’t function without these 
officers!
Nominating Committee
 Every year Neelsville forms a Nom-
inating Committee to recommend 
church officers (Deacons, Elders, and 
Trustees) for the following years. Typ-
ically one-third of each Board is 
elected each year. The Nominating 
Committee recommends candidates 
and asks if they are willing to serve, 
but of course the full congregation 
actually elects the officers. The final 
duty of each nominating committee 
is to recommend a new nominating 
committee for the next year. So the 
2017 Committee is looking for nom-
inations (or volunteers) to serve on 
the 2018 Committee, which will meet 
in the summer and fall of 2018 to 
recommend officers for 2019. Famil-
iarity with the various church offices 
is helpful, but not required. Familiarity 
with many members of the congrega-
tion is very helpful. To learn more or 
to make a nomination, 
contact Brian Farrell (bpf3356@
gmail.com) before the NPC Annual 
Meeting on February 3rd (where the 
new Committee will be elected).
Submitted by Michele Kelly

Happy Valentine’s Day!

His
Steadfast

LOVE
endures forever

Psalm 136
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You can reach the Office at office@neelsville.org
TEL: (301) 972-3916 • FAX: (301) 972-3255

 ECO Ordination Candidate
Paul Kim

paulkimjr@gmail.com

Children and Family Ministry
Jamie Swope

neelsvillekids@gmail.com

Student Ministries Director
Andy Herman

amichaelherman@gmail.com
   

Choir Director 
Steve Kim

kieunstevekim@gmail.com

Treasurer
Wendy Coulliard

treasurernpc@gmail.com
  

Neelsville News is published by 
Neelsville Presbyterian Church. Submit Word files 

and photos by the 15th of each month to 
neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com.

Sherrie Cardea, Melissa Blount, Marilyn Splete

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
FINANCIAL UPDATE  
Year end financial updates available at the Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
February 3rd, 2018 starting at 5:30pm with a potluck dinner.

A huge THANK YOU to all who 
participated in the Germantown 
HELP Fall Food Drive. Over 20 bags 
of food were collected!

THANK YOU KIDS PAGE



Page 3N E E L S V I L L E  N E W S  •  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8

PLANS FOR LENT
1.) A Daily Bible Reading Plan for Lent - God’s Word for Life 
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent – a time for reflection, repentance, and renewal – when Christians are 
invited to prepare themselves spiritually for the celebration of the Lord’s resurrection. Throughout the forty weekdays 
of Lent and the six Sundays in Lent, pray and reflect on the renewing power of God’s Word.
 

WEEK 4 – MARCH 4
Lord God, by Your Word 
Fill Me with a Spirit of Love and Servanthood

p Sunday  ..................Matthew 23:1-12
p Monday  .................Mark 10:35-45
p Tuesday  ................John 15:1-17
p Wednesday  ...........Romans 12:9-21
p Thursday  ...............Romans 13:8-14 
p Friday  ....................1 Corinthians 13:1-13
p Saturday  ...............1 John 4:7-21
  

WEEK 5 – MARCH 11
Lord God, by Your Word 
Fill Me with a Spirit of Discipleship and Commitment

p Sunday  ..................Luke 5:1-11 
p Monday  .................Luke 9:22-27
p Tuesday  ................Matthew 10:16-33
p Wednesday  ...........Matthew 10:34-42
p Thursday  ...............John 15:18-27 
p Friday  ....................2 Timothy 2:1-13
p Saturday  ...............2 Timothy 3:10-17  

WEEK 6 – MARCH 18
Lord God, by Your Word 
Fill Me with a Spirit of Obedience and Humility

p Sunday  ..................John 13:1-20
p Monday  .................Philippians 2:1-11
p Tuesday  ................Psalm 22
p Wednesday  ........... Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12
p Thursday ................Luke 22:39-71 
p Friday  ....................Luke 23:1-56
p Saturday  ...............Hebrews 4:14 – 5:10

Reading list provided by Northwest Community Church, 
Calgary Alberta Canada 
http://nwcchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/Lent_Bible_
Reading.pdf
In case you would like to follow along with the daily read-
ings, check boxes have been provided to help you stay 
organized.

Lord God, by Your Word 
Fill Me with Your Life-Giving Spirit
p Ash Wednesday  ....Luke 4:1-13
p Thursday  ...............Romans 8:1-17
p Friday   ...................Galatians 5:16-26
p Saturday  ...............Ephesians 4:17-24

WEEK 1 – FEBRUARY 18
Lord God, by Your Word 
Fill Me with a Spirit of Repentance and Forgiveness

p Sunday  ..................Psalm 51
p Monday  .................Matthew 6:5-15
p Tuesday  ................Matthew 18:21-35
p Wednesday  ...........Luke 15:11-32
p Thursday  ...............Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2
p Friday  ....................1 John 1:5-10
p Saturday  ...............Psalm 130
  

WEEK 2 – FEBRUARY 25 
Lord God, by Your Word 
Fill Me with a Spirit of Hope and Trust

p Sunday  ..................Genesis 12:1-9
p Monday  .................Genesis 22:1-19
p Tuesday ................. Isaiah 51:1-16
p Wednesday  ...........Luke 12:22-34
p Thursday  ...............Romans 4:13-25
p Friday  ....................Hebrews 6:13-20
p Saturday  ...............Psalm 62 

WEEK 3 – MARCH 4 
Lord God, by Your Word 
Fill Me with a Spirit of Gratitude and Thanksgiving

p Sunday  ..................Luke 17:11-19 
p Monday  .................2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
p Tuesday  ................Ephesians 5:6-20
p Wednesday  ...........Philippians 4:1-9
p Thursday  ...............Colossians 3:1-17 
p Friday  ....................1 Chronicles 16:7-36
p Saturday  ...............Psalm 103

2.) Lenten Series Sunday School  
“Muslims, It’s Their Turn”. New series begis Sunday, 
February 18th; see page 5 for more information.

3.) Ash Wednesday Soup Dinner and Service  
A potluck dinner beginning at 6:30 followed by a 7:30 
worship service; see page 8 for more information.
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LOCAL MISSIONS
A MOPS MOM’S JOURNEY 
TO MEMBERSHIP AT NPC
Back in December of 2014, 
I was struggling with moth-
erhood and feeling a loss 
of identity. I grew up as an 
“Army brat” and never really 
had a “home base” until my 
dad retired in Virginia. Now here I was in Maryland, with 
no friends, a husband who had just started a new job 
and two kids. After my younger son started walking and 
being more active, I truly felt overwhelmed juggling two 
children and trying to do the things I had loved doing. I 
rarely found time to work out, travel, go out with friends 
or even do my daily chores and errands. In a moment 
of utter exhaustion and with lots of tears, I decided to 
share this feeling with a local mom whom I had started 
to befriend. She shared with me how she had once felt 
similarly, how she had turned to God for guidance and 
how a group called “Mothers of Preschoolers” had truly 
helped her. I was a bit taken aback; I hadn’t talked about 
God in years...especially so openly. I shared with her how 
I had really drifted from faith and wasn’t sure I was ready 
to dive into a Christian group. She explained to me that 
I wouldn’t feel overwhelmed or pressured, that their goal 
was to share the struggles of motherhood together. 
 I realized that MOPS is all about support, community 
and outreach. I decided to check out their website which 
then eventually led me to emailing Kimberly, the leader of 
the group. I became a member around February, 2015. 
The group had just been blessed with new volunteers 
who accepted my boys, Everard and Declan, who were 
18 months and 3 years old at the time. The atmosphere 
was immediately welcoming, so much more than I could 
have hoped. The moms were so different from one anoth-
er yet so accepting. We had mothers who were lawyers, 
accountants, teachers, or who just dove into motherhood 
after college. There were women from so many different 
walks of life and parenting styles yet everyone just con-
nected in their way. I looked forward to meeting with these 
women - to share, to listen and to learn more.  
 After my first year at MOPS, I found myself again. I 
made friends, my kids made friends and I remembered 
who I was. I felt this was God’s plan for me. No one is too 
broken for God’s Grace. The discussions had now shifted 
in my house and we focused on going back to church and 
finding our community. We had shopped a few churches, 
but nothing quite felt right. When a need for Vacation Bi-
ble School volunteers was mentioned, I decided to dive in 
and give back to a church that had helped me get to this 
happier place in my life. It turned out to be just such an 
incredible experience; it even took me out of my comfort 
zone. My kids really enjoyed it. I grew a lot leading my 

group of little ladies for that brief meaningful time. My 
family loves those Cave Quest songs to this day, and it is 
likely they will spark fond memories for them in the future! 
Sometime after that I decided to start attending Neelsville 
with my children. We didn’t jump in as quickly as I wanted 
but it’s been our own little journey. Now here I am training 
with Kimberly to help guide and pass on this amazing 
experience to other new mothers, who are struggling 
like I did and yearn for community. I thank God every 
day for leading me to such amazing women who have 
really helped heal my heart, and share my family’s new 
journey with Christ. I am so happy to start off 2018 now, 
approaching my third anniversary of this amazing journey 
as a MEMBER of Neelsville Church. 

 Keely Connelly

MOPS FOR WORKING MOMS 
LAUNCHES THIS WINTER
This small-but-mighty discussion group is for any 
mom who has experienced emotions, thoughts, or 
moods that feel too big for your heart to handle, and 
is applicable to moms of children from birth (including 
expectant moms) through age 6. Join us every other 
week on Monday night beginning in February through 
May 8th. Come straight from work (you are welcome 
to bring your dinner) for open conversation. Workbook 
discussion will run from 6pm-7pm so you can get 
home to help with bedtime (although feel free to stay 
after to chat). You can purchase a collective workbook 
for $20 at https://collectives.mops.org/products/over-
come-workbook, and access to the spring MOPS activi-
ty calendar for an additional $10. You do not have to be 
a member of a church or have a MOPS membership to 
apply. While all moms are welcome (please invite your 
friends), priority will be given to those working outside 
the home - we will address some difficult topics cen-
tral to work-life balance such as guilt and perfection-
ism. Come gather with other moms who desire to find 
God’s comfort and purpose and learn some practical 
tools and soul care for making sense of the big emo-
tions of Motherhood. There is no childcare available 
and no children of any age may attend the meet-
ings due to the sensitive nature of the discussions. 
Contact Khalisa at mattandkhalisa@gmail.com for 
more information.
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LOCAL MISSIONS
NEW LENTEN SERIES 
SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITY
“Muslims, It’s their Turn!” 
Come and learn about Islam, it’s history and beliefs, as 
well as ideas on how we can 
befriend them, building bridg-
es and sharing God’s love 
with them. This new series 
begins Sunday, February 
18th and runs through Sunday, March 
11th. Keep an eye out in the weekly church bulletins for 
more details.

LIBRARY
LOOKING FOR 
A SMALL GROUP STUDY?
The church library has plenty of small group materials 
and two shelves of various study guides.  

These two studies by John Ortberg have been added 
to our great collection of video studies.
The Me I Want to Be
Becoming God’s Best Version of You 
     Sessions include:

1. Discovering the Spirit
2. Renewing My Mind
3. Redeeming My Time
4. Deeping My Relationships
5. Transforming My Experience

The Life You’ve Always Wanted
Six Sessions on Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary People 
     Sessions include: 

1. It’s Morphing Time
2. Slowing Down and Celebrating
3. Praying and Confessing
4. Meditating on Scripture and Seeking Guidance
5. Practicing Servant hood, Finding Freedom
6. Going the Distance with a Well-Ordered Heart

MOMSNEXT- A GROUP FOR MOMS 
OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN
We know many moms of 
school age kids ask, “Why 
should I go to a mom’s 
group?” MOMSnext is 
designed to address the 
issues that are specific 
to moms of elementary 
school age children. Our speakers and discussions focus 
on asking for the Lord’s help as we partner with teachers 
and navigate our children’s increased freedoms on the 
internet, in the neighborhood and at home. By addressing 
these needs, we hope to provide a place of support and 
service to build you up as a mother. This semester our 
speakers will be addressing Internet safety, disciplining 
our children and how to grow a love of reading in our 
children. We meet monthly on Wednesday evenings 
from 7:30pm to 9:00pm. No childcare is provided at our 
meetings. Contact Kimberlynugent@hotmail.com if this 
ministry would bless you.    

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS
Are you looking for a new Sunday afternoon leisure activ-
ity? Come see what the knitters and crocheters are doing 
from 2-4pm on Sunday, February 4th in the Conference 
Room. We have new donated yarn and a request to make 
some mittens for little kids. Of course, there are many 
other needs and you may bring a project of your choice to 
work on or just come and we’ll get you started. We plan to 
meet the first Sunday of the month from now on. Ques-
tions? Contact Marilyn Splete at amsplete@yahoo.com. Color and share with a friend!
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The spring semester is already flying by for us in the 
Student Ministry! We have so much going on and we’d 
love for any students from grades 6-12 to join us!

Our usual meeting times are still the same.

Middle School Youth Group - Fridays at 6:30pm 
High School Youth Group - Sundays at 6:30pm

Sunday School - Sundays at 9:30am

We also have a lot of cool special events coming up! 
Take a look at the list below!

Parents’ Night Out: Saturday, February 10th

We will be serving parents and raising money for our 
summer mission trip by putting on a parents’ 
night out! This is also a great opportunity to 
earn SSL hours.

Snow Tubing: Friday February 23rd

We will be going snow tubing at 
Ski Liberty! It is going to be an 
incredibly fun time and we will be 
out from about 6pm-11pm.

Family Dinner: Friday, March 23rd 
We will be having another Family Dinner night! This 
is a night for all of our students, both middle and high 
school, to bring their parents to Youth Group for dinner, 
games, and a lesson. It is always a ton of fun!

Talent Show: Saturday, April 21st

The Student Ministry will be putting on a Talent Show 
and Silent Auction to raise money for our summer 
mission trip. If you can contribute anything for the auc-
tion or if you’d like to help with the talent show, please 
let us know! 

If you have any questions, or would like more infor-
mation about anything related to the Student Ministry, 
contact Andy at npcstudentmin@gmail.com.

BLENDED WORSHIP: 
WHAT AND WHY?
“Behold a great multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and lan-
guages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes… crying out with a loud voice, 
‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb!’… And all the angels were standing around 
the throne and around the elders and the four living crea-
tures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God...” (Revelation 7: 9-12).
 On this earth we classify and separate ourselves into 
classes and categories: age, educational background, 
language, culture and traditions, economic status, etc. 
These distinctions all disappear when we are united 
forever to Christ in eternity. This concept is offered as an 
introduction to thoughts about Blended Worship.

What is Blended Worship?
 Blended worship may be generally defined as a wor-
ship service which employs a combination of traditional 
and contemporary elements, especially music. Neelsville 
has been committed to following this pattern since 2010.

What is the Goal of Blended Worship?
Blended worship has as its goal the joining together of 
the people of God in all their diversity, under one roof and 
in one service, to glorify God through the offering up of 
corporate praise.

Why “blend” when you could just have different 
types of worship services?
 The strongest argument which can be marshalled in 
favor of blended worship (as opposed to offering differ-
ent types of services, such as “traditional” and “contem-
porary”) is a biblical and theological one. It relates to 
the very nature of the church: worship should rightly be 
blended because the body of Christ itself is blended.
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, 
so it is with Christ” (1 Corinthians 12: 2).
 By definition the church gathers into one living organ-
ism people from all different backgrounds and walks of 
life; in fact, unity within the kind of diversity seen in the 
church is in itself a testimony to the divine nature of the 
institution…
 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3: 28). 
 “There is one body and one Spirit-just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call-one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all” (Ephesians 4: 4-6).
  …for, while by nature “birds of a feather flock together,” 
Christ’s body invariably includes an unusual combination 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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SESSION NEWS
JANUARY 2018 SESSION NOTES
Session met on January 18th with ten out of twelve elders 
present.  
 Session finalized the 2018 budget based on the finan-
cial terms from Presbytery to allow our disaffiliation 
from PC(USA). Since Session had estimated in 
2017 that the amount could be close to 6 fig-
ures, the amount required by the Presbytery of 
$960,027 was not a great surprise, just a dis-
appointment. Presbytery is arbitrarily charging 
us 25% of our assets (value of the property, 
financial reserves, endowments set up decades 
ago), and 13 years of per capita dues (three past 
unpaid years and ten years in the future). Presbytery has 
the right to demand any amount they wish from NPC with 
no negotiation, so we are blessed that this amount is 

within our means. As always, God is in control. Session is 
actively pursuing payment options. 
 Guest pastors have been secured through March 18th 
to conduct Sunday services. Session is actively working 

on and interviewing potential interim pastors and 
should have selected one by the end of February. 

This was Pastor Pete’s last session meeting 
at Neelsville, since his last day as pastor at 
NPC will be January 31st, 2018. He has been 
a wise moderator of session and a wonderful 
pastor.  We pray that Pete, Cheryl, and Jona-

than are warmly welcomed at their new church 
home of Maple Valley Presbyterian Church in 

Washington state and have a safe journey across country.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY UPDATE
Final directory portrait sessions are Friday, February 
23rd and Saturday, February 24th. These sittings are 
for any regular attendees and members who would like 
to be included in the updated 2018 directory. Please 
contact one of the coordinators to help you book your 
appointment; times will be Friday afternoon/evening 
and Saturday morning. Prime 
timeslots book quickly so we 
encourage you to choose 
your preferred time as ear-
ly as possible. Each sitting 
receives a free 8x10 print, 
a free directory, and the 
option to purchase addi-
tional, high-quality pictures 
and gifts. Contact Melissa 
Evans by calling 
240-418-4792 or emailing 
her at tlgmelissa@yahoo.
com or Michelle Nelson by calling 
724-822-4231 or emailing her at msn617@gmail.com 
to learn more or to request an appointment.

of quite disparate individuals, who have in common only 
their faith in and love for Christ. 
 But that is the whole point! In order for corporate 
worship (unarguably the most important thing the church 
does together) to accurately reflect the nature and the 
unity of the body, it must include the people of God in all 
their diversity, unified in the worship by the common focus 
of that worship: the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of glory. 
 That Christ-centered focus is the key which allows us to 
transcend squabbles over musical taste and preference. 
For if we are united in our commitment to the glorification 
of our Lord through 
our worship, we will 
be blessedly distract-
ed from lesser things 
which might divide us. 
And it is in our cor-
porate worship of all 
places, as the most 
purely God-directed activity of the church, that our unity 
should be most in evidence. It is a scandal that worship 
has too often engendered divisiveness among God’s 
people. In fact, for true blended worship to really work, 
all of God’s people must be willing to make concessions 
relative to their own personal preferences-no one will get 
just the kind of music he or she likes all the time, but that 
becomes an acceptable sacrifice in light of the common 
good (ALL are called upon to make stylistic concessions, 
not just one group). And even beyond the worth of har-
monious corporate worship, the process of making such 
concessions is in itself a spiritual exercise of inestimable 
value. It is well-pleasing to the Lord when we prefer one 
another in such a way. 

It is in corporate worship 
that the truth of the body’s 
unity (in diversity) can be 
most effectively lived out.

BLENDED WORSHIP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

 “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 
another in showing honor” Romans 12: 10. “Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests but also to the interests 
of others” (Philippians 2: 3-4).

Adapted from an article at www.experiencingworship.com  
Michele Kelly for Worship Committee
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WEDNESDAY 
SOUP DINNER AND SERVICE

Soup’s on and it’s hot and delicious! Cook up your 
family’s favorite stew or try a new Pinterest-worthy 
recipe for the annual Ash Wednesday Soup Din-
ner, which falls on Valentine’s Day this year! What 
better way to show your love than with a soup made 
from the heart and shared with others 

 
Wednesday, February 14

6:30pm Soup and Bread Dinner 

7:30pm Ash Wednesday Communion Service

Guest Pastor, the Rev. Steve Amar, Missionary to 
the Iranian community of the metro area

NEELSVILLE’S ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE 
CONGREGATION

All of Neelsville is invited to the Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation on Saturday, February 3rd. The 
meeting will follow a delicious potluck dinner which 
begins at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please join 
us and bring a dish to share!


