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CHRISTMAS EVE AND NEW YEARS EVE SERVICES
Christmas Eve Candlelight services will be at 7:00pm and 8:30pm (note 
time change from previous years).
 Repeating a wonderful plan from last year, the 7:00pm service will be 
filled with glorious music. Joining our choir will be a professional instrumen-
tal ensemble and Kevin Short, an internationally-known Baritone soloist 
singing solos from Messiah. The 8:30pm service will also have beautiful 
music, just not as much.
 We encourage families with young children to come to the 
11:00am December 24th Worship Service.
 
Sunday, December 1st ~~~~ FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Sunday, December 24th ~~~ CHRISTMAS EVE (in the morning)
 No Sunday School
 10:30am in Welcome Center: coffee, juice, doughnuts
 11:00am One morning Worship Service and Carol Sing

Monday, December 24th ~~~ CHRISTMAS EVE (in the evening) 
 7:00pm Music Worship Service and Candlelight Service; 
 nursery provided
 8:30pm Worship and Candlelight Service
  
Sunday, December 31st ~~~ NEW YEAR’S EVE DAY
 No Sunday School
 11:00am ONE Worship Service

December 2017 / January 2018

The next issue of Neelsville News will 
be our February edition as the staff 
and all those who help produce this 
newsletter can take time to be with 
friends and family through the Christ-
mas season. Submissions should 
be sent by Monday, January 15th to 
neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com. 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2017
Advent Sundays this year are 
December 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th. 
During Advent, we prepare our hearts 
and minds for the celebration of 
Christ’s birth with readings that 
remind us that Jesus, God’s only 
Son, was the Word who “became 
flesh and dwelt among us.” 
God’s gracious plan for our 
salvation through the Incar-
nation, life, suffering, death 
and resurrection of 
Jesus gives us Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love 

in this world and Eternal Life forever 
with Him. Gloria in excelsis Deo!   
 Since the 4th Sunday of Advent 
is Christmas Eve Day with services 
in the evening, we are planning only 
ONE morning service on Decem-
ber 24th at 11:00am. At 10:30 there 

will be light breakfast re-
freshments in the Welcome 
Center. We hope you and 
you will come join us in the 

awesome celebration of 
Christ’s birth.

BLANKET SUNDAY
In January 2017 our congre-
gation donated $2,295 for the 
Church World Service Blanket 
Program … enough money to 
purchase 229 blankets! Through 
the Blanket Sunday collection, 
CWS distributes thousands of 
blankets around the world to help 
families recover from disasters 
and displacement. It only costs 
$10 to supply one blanket, which 
will make a difference in the life 
of one of God’s children in need. 
Neelsville’s 2018 
Blanket Sunday 
collection will 
be held on 
January 28th, 

2018!
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20701 Frederick Road • Germantown, MD 20876
www.neelsville.org

You can reach the Office at office@neelsville.org
TEL: (301) 972-3916 • FAX: (301) 972-3255

Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Peter Della Santina

pete@neelsville.org

 Parish Associate  ECO Ordination Candidate
 Rev. Derek Longbrake  Paul Kim
 dereklongbrake@gmail.com      paulkimjr@gmail.com

Children and Family Ministry
Jamie Swope

neelsvillekids@gmail.com

Student Ministries Director
Andy Herman

amichaelherman@gmail.com
   
 Treasurer Choir Director
 Wendy Coulliard Steve Kim
treasurernpc@gmail.com  kieunstevekim@gmail.com
  

Neelsville News is published by 
Neelsville Presbyterian Church. Submit Word files 

and photos by the 15th of each month to 
neelsvillenewsletter@gmail.com.

Sherrie Cardea, Melissa Blount, Marilyn Splete

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
FINANCIAL UPDATE - OCTOBER 2017  
General Operating Fund: Operating Fund Income to date through Oc-
tober was $523,023. Operating Expense to date through October was 
$877,249. As previously mentioned, the elevated expenses this year are 
due to long, overdue maintenance repairs and building security projects 
that were recently implemented (parking lots/sidewalks, painting, new 
doors and lights, HVAC).   
Building Fund: Building Fund Income received to date through October 
was $21,253 while Mortgage payments to date through October were 
$27,731. The Operating Fund is covering the deficit.
The Budget Committee thanks you for your generous and faithful 
giving.

Operating Income Received $523,023

Total Operating Expenses $877,249

Building Funds Received $21,253

Total Building Fund Expenses $27,731
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UPCOMING ECO 
NATIONAL GATHERING
Neelsville Family: I would love your 
prayers as I travel to Houston to repre-
sent our church at the ECO Presbyte-
rian National Gathering, January 23rd-
25th. The theme is “Renovate,” based 
on the verse in Nehemiah 2:18. At this 
conference, church leaders will explore 
renewing, revitalizing, and renovating 
our approach as churches to the peo-
ple in our church, our leadership, and 
our community. I am so thankful for the 
opportunity to meet more people in the 
ECO community, and I look forward 
to coming back to 
Neelsville with a lot 
of great ideas to 
share.

INTERNATIONAL DAY
Sunday, November 12th was a truly amazing day at Neelsville! Our interna-
tional membership filled the church spaces with cultural artifacts and wore 
clothing reflecting their heritage. Tables in the Fellowship Hall were laden 
with a variety of interesting and tasty foods. There were smiles on people’s 
faces and joy in their voices. And it will soon be available on videotape.
 This event took many hands to do the work needed for success. God 
truly blessed us with an amazing International Day Team/Committee. I en-
joyed working and getting to know everyone better. We truly bonded doing 
God’s work.  
 Our gratitude, respect and thanks go to the following individuals who 
worked tirelessly to make this day happen. They are Dr. Sam Amoako-Atta, 
Evelyn Asante Amoako-Atta, Theo R., Dorothy Rudasingwa, Tamyra Porter, 
Deborah Boateng, Stella Antwi, Margaret Kemngang, Margaret Sakyiama, 
Lynda Osei-Boateng and Jane Benjamin. Special thanks also go to Marilyn 
Splete, Kathie Hulley, Jaime Swope, Paul Kim, Andy Herman, Tricia Brad-
ford and Judy Allison. And thanks to Pastor Pete, the Fellowship Commit-
tee, and the Elders for their support. 
 Thank you to all of you (and there are many) who on that day brought a 
dish to share, joined in cleaning up, and took on other tasks too numerous 
to mention. 
 A special thank you goes to the congregation of the Brazilian 
Church! This event would not have been as successful, fun or meaningful 
without you and your efforts. The decorations representing the European 
continent spaces as well as the South American spaces were amazing. 
Thank you for bringing the authentic dishes of Brazil, helping with clean up 
and participating in the closing ceremonies. You truly made this an Interna-
tional Day!
 If anyone has been forgotten, please accept our apologies. Thanks again 
to all of you! God Bless You!

ECO

SEE PAGE 8 FOR EVENT PHOTOS

SAVE THE DATE!
Neelsville’s Annual Meeting 
Saturday, February 2, 2018
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LOCAL MISSIONS

WORSHIP

“ARTISTIC COORDINATOR” NEEDED 
FOR CHURCH DECORATIONS
Worship Committee is searching for a creative person 
to be in charge of designing the plans for beautifying 
the church for special occasions. Everyone has ap-
preciated the inspiring church decorations during the 
special seasons of Advent/Christmas and Easter each 
year. Over the years many people have contributed their 
talents to glorifying God by adding beauty to our worship 
and community spaces. We have a good number of 
decorations for both seasons carefully stored around the 
church. This task is a responsibility of 
Worship Committee and some funding 
can be made available as requested. 
The Deacons have done an excellent 
job of putting out Christmas decora-
tions for the past few years and would 
continue to help mobilize the assistance 
needed. Please contact Michele Kelly 
at mmkelly440@hotmail.com or leave 
a message in the church office if you have 
an interest in this or would like to know 
more. We already have a volunteer 
eager to plan a “Hanging of the Greens” 
event for Christmas season 2018!

WHY JESUS, NOT SALVATION, 
IS GOD’S GREATEST GIFT TO US
Andrew Wilson/Posted August 22, 2016 Christianity 
Today magazine
 Jesus is the greatest gift there is. That is a staple of 
Christian theology, not to mention Christmas cards. Yet 
as soon as we hear this statement, we are apt to collapse 
it into a statement about some other gift, like salvation. 
Being given Jesus, in our minds, quickly morphs into 
being given forgiveness, or rescue, or eternal life. Jesus 
himself, the gift who perfectly embodies God’s generosity 
and goodness, gets bumped to the third page.
 The Gospels don’t do that. From his Incarnation to his 
Ascension, Jesus Christ puts the liberality and largesse 
of God on display. It is not just at the Cross, or even in 
the Resurrection, that Jesus represents the grace, the 
gift-giving-ness, of God to us. In every miracle, every 
parable—simply by being in the world at all—Jesus is 
proclaiming, “God is good, he loves giving, and I’m here, 
among other things, to prove it.”
 It is hard to think of a parable in which the God-figure is 
not giving away far more than he should... Wherever we 
look, Jesus is talking about sharing, enacting, and ulti-
mately being the Father’s gift to us. For all this, the Cross 
and Resurrection remain its most astonishing expression. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son” (John 3:16). “For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). “The Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for our sins to rescue us” (Gal.1:3–4). 
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” (2 Cor.9:15).  
 Notice that in each of these texts, the gift is Jesus, not 
freedom, forgiveness, justification, adoption . . .
. . .the logic of Paul’s rhetorical question in Romans 
8:32—“He who did not spare his own Son . . . how will he 
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”—
is that Jesus himself, rather than anything else in cre-
ation, is the most costly and bountiful gift God could give. 
If we have been given Jesus, we will be given “all things.” 
 So the Christmas cards are right: Jesus is the greatest 
gift there is. Not as a means to an end, but as the end 
itself, the source of all joy, the ultimate demonstration 
of God’s goodness and generosity. Receive, and give 
thanks.
(Condensed from the original article. Andrew Wilson is 
teaching pastor at Kings Church London)

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
Our Christmas Giving Tree is in the Narthex so we can 
support needy families in the area with food and gifts 
during the Christmas season.  
 The tree is decorated with both ‘gift’ tags and ‘baked 
goods tags for you to select and bless a family with this 
season. The ‘gift’ tag will tell you the first name, age, gen-
der, and clothing size or toy wish for that child. Select a 
‘gift’ tag and enjoy shopping for your youngster! Or if you 
love to bake, select a ‘baked good’ tag and share one of 
your favorite treats with this family!
 Both the ‘gift’ and ‘baked good’ tags will have 
a FAMILY NUMBER on it. There will also be a 
section for you to fill in your name and drop it 
into our gift box by the tree to help keep track 
of the selected tags. 
 Secure your tag to your wrapped gift or 
baked good and place your 
package in the box with the 
FAMILY NUMBER by Sunday, 
December 17th.
 If you have any questions or 
would like to help with this mis-
sion project, please contact 
Michelle Nelson at 
724-822-4231 or Jessica 
Lorey at 814-404-5910.
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GLOBAL MISSIONS
We love our global missionaries and ministries! Our 
Global missions team contacts them regularly, lifts up 
their prayer needs, and updates the congregation of their 
work and lives. Did you know that we could send emails, 
letters, and even Skype some of our missionaries? When 
they are in town they visit the church, visit small groups, 
stay with church members, and share meals and experi-
ences with members. The Bulletin board in the narthex is 
updated with their letters and prayer requests.  
 Please pray for our missionaries. If you want more 
information or updates about any of them, the Global 
Missions Team would be happy to come and talk with you 
or supply more information on these amazing servants 
as they “go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation.” Mark 16:15
Sue Farrell
Neelsville Global Missions

OUR MISSION WORKERS ABROAD
Steve and Kim Blewett - Wycliffe Bible Translators USA
Steve and Kim Blewett are linguists with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators who were sent to Papua New Guinea in 
1981. In 1987 they went to Bougainville Island to begin 
translating the Bible into the language of the Rapoisi 
people. Currently they also assist translators from twelve 
other Bougainville languages to translate the Bible into 
their own languages. Scripture books have been printed 
and audio recorded for at least seven of these languag-
es. Steve and Kim recruit the local 
community to help translate which 
has led to many coming face to face 
with the Word of God!
www.wycliffe.org/partner/BEB5EC

Shirley Killosky - Kids Alive International
Shirley has served in Hauna Village, Papua New Guin-
ea since 1979 in partnership with Kids Alive International. 
Shirley founded and directs the Hauna Schools, which 
minister to hundreds of children and adults from pre-
school through high school. She teaches, writes teaching 
materials, develops primers, directs the children’s choir, 
trains and supervises preschool teachers, and supervis-
es and teaches Sunday School and Bible study. Hauna 
has a church, Bible School, and a medical 
center - which currently serves about 1,000 
patients a month.  Shirley and her team are 
reaching out to other villages in the upper 
Sepik River area and bringing Jesus Christ 
into the jungles surrounding Hauna.  
www.kidsalive.org

Steve and Kim

Shirley

Sal and Renee

Brent

Sons of Thunder
This mission started as a 10,000 acre farm in Zambia, 
Africa. It has grown to include a medical center, grade 
school, and church providing continuing outreach and 
evangelism to the people of Africa. They have many 
successes for which they are thankful. Their method 
of “Farming God’s Way” continues to produce lasting 
physical and spiritual fruit training over 58 families. Ed-
ucationally, 400 students attend the grade school in 1st 
to 7th grades while local adults support their families by 
working in micro sustainable enter-
prises. Neelsville sent a mission team 
in August of 2008 and worked closely 
with medical missionaries Sal and 
Renee Marini.
www.sotministry.org

Will and Barb S. - serving in a sensitive country in 
Central Asia.
www.interserve.org

OUR MISSION WORKERS BASED IN THE US
Advocates International
Advocates International is an organization of lawyers 
linking over 120 countries together, to help believers 
transition from closed atheistic societies, to open, demo-
cratic societies. Advocates encourage and train Christian 
lawyers, judges and national leaders to advance justice, 
religious freedom, biblical family values, conflict resolution 
and the integration of faith and profession.  Their efforts 
have been as varied as helping street 
sellers obtain justice from predatory 
local officials, to helping to write law for 
a new national judiciary in a developing 
country. Pictured is Brent McBurney, 
Advocates’ President and CEO.
www.advocatesinternational.org

Fraser and Liz Bennett - Wycliffe Bible Translators, SIL 
Fraser and Liz Bennett serve worldwide from Dallas, Tex-
as with SIL in partnership with Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
Fraser’s job, as International Language Program Training 
Director for SIL International, is to make sure that Bible 
translation training is available worldwide. He supports 
program coordination in Asia, Europe, and the Americas; 
training center development in Papua New Guinea; and 
translation curriculum development 
in Africa. Fraser is finding ways to 
make Bible translation easier and 
more efficient!
www.wycliffe.org/partner/flbennett

Fraser and Liz

Fraser and Liz
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Gary and Pat Sheppard - SIM 
Gary and Pat Sheppard retired in 2015 after 50 years of 
missionary service, 40 of which were with SIM! Although 
they moved to the SIM Retirement Village in Sebring, 
FL, they still help care for the needs of SIM missionaries 
there and also in Charlotte, NC. The Sheppards reside in 
Charlotte for six months out of the year where Gary helps 
in the Maintenance Department and Pat serves at the Re-
ception Desk, in the office, and coaching newly appointed 
missionaries and reviewing newly submitted applications. 
Formerly they spent fifteen years in Niger and Nigeria. 
Gary was a pilot responsible for 
transporting missionaries, and Pat 
was a nurse in a local hospital.
www.simusa.org

Sean and Bethany Walker – The Antioch Partners
Sean is Operations Coordinator 
for The Antioch Partners (TAP). In 
that role he is helping to build or-
ganizational capacity to send and 
support more TAP partners to serve 
as cross-cultural missionaries. The 
Walkers recently relocated to Hous-
ton, TX after serving in Central Asia 
for over ten years.
www.theantiochpartners.org/#our-mission

Howard and Jo-Ann Brant - SIM USA
SIM (Serving in Mission) is a missional community 
of God’s people who delight to worship God and are 
passionate about the Gospel, seeking to fulfill the mission 
of Jesus Christ in the world. Howie and Jo-Ann have 
served with SIM since 1971 in Ethiopia, Ghana, USA, 
and Kenya.  In 2011 Howard and Jo-Ann returned to 
Ethiopia to help the Gurage people to whom they took the 
Gospel 40 years ago. They spent 
years training up leaders in the 
scriptures at Bible School. Their 
discipleship has since multiplied 
and reached hundreds. In 2015 
they retired from the international 
field. In retirement the pair still 
make trips to Ethiopia to teach in 
the Bible School, and teach and 
speak at churches and conferences. Neelsville has been 
on their support team since 1985.
www.simusa.org

Medical Benevolence Foundation
For over 40 years, the Medical Benevolence Founda-
tion (MBF) has worked to provide hope and healing to 
those most in need in more than 100 hospitals and clinics 
throughout the world. MBF supports community health 
programs, helping to train indigenous healthcare workers 
and personnel, and run education programs on disease 
prevention and nutrition, and 
more. Through MBF, Neelsville 
supports a nursing student 
scholarship in Haiti.
www.mbfoundation.org

GLOBAL MISSIONS

Howard and Jo-Ann Pat and Gary

The Walker Family

NEELSVILLE KIDS AND FAMILIES
IMPORTANT DATES
Sundays, December 3rd, 10th, and 17th, 9:00am Chil-
dren’s Choir Rehearsal
Tuesday, December 12th, 7:00pm Family Ministry Team 
Meeting. Come help us plan the upcoming year as we 
prayerfully seek the Lord.

Sunday, December 17th, 9:30am Happy Birthday Jesus 
Party! Parents and family members are invited come to 
join our children during the usual Sunday School hour as 
we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. We will 
be serving cake and playing party games.
Sunday, December 24th, 11:00am Come sing along to 
carol favorites at the service with refreshments and fel-
lowship before the service.
Sunday, December 24th, 7:00pm Come back for 
the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service when our chil-
dren’s choir will perform.
Sunday, December 31st, 9:30am Happy New Year›s Eve! 
We will be having Sunday School as usual. Let’s end the 
year in Christ together!
Friday, January 19th   NPC Annual Game Night and 
Potluck
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Christmas Poinsettia Order Form
Help decorate the Sanctuary this Christmas season by ordering red or white poinsettias! Each plant is only $10 
and can either be picked up after the Christmas Eve service or be donated for NPC Deacons to deliver to someone 
over the Christmas holiday. Please turn in your order by Sunday, December 10th.

Your Name  ___________________________________________________________  

Your Phone or Email  ____________________________________________________     
Number of Plants  ________     Color:  ___ Red   ___ White

Amount Enclosed (number of plants x $10.00)  ____________
(Make checks payable to N.P.C. with “Christmas Poinsettia” in the memo section.)

____ I will pick up my flowers after the last Christmas service.

____ Brighten someone else’s day with my flowers.

Optional:    ___ In honor of     ___ In memory of 

  ___________________________________________________________________
 
  ___________________________________________________________________
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SESSION NEWS
NOVEMBER 2017 SESSION NOTES
Session met on November 16th with eight out of ten elders 
present.
 Session met with two representatives from the Ministry 
Partnership Team of ECO’s East Central Presby-
tery. Ellen Cross (Elder) and Keith Hill (Pastor) 
drove from Richmond, VA to meet with us and 
enjoyed dinner with Pete before the session 
meeting.
 Keith Hill is the pastor of St. Giles Presbyte-
rian Church in Richmond, VA, which left PCU-
SA to join ECO in 2013. St. Giles was the first 
congregation to reach a settlement with and be 
dismissed by Presbytery of the James. Ellen Cross is an 
Elder at Crestwood Presbyterian Church in Richmond, 
VA. Crestwood joined ECO in 2015. Both representatives 
shared their experiences when their churches were in the 
process of leaving PCUSA. You may read an overview of 

St. Giles’ experience at https://www.layman.org/st-giles-
pays-250000-for-exit-from-pcusa/.
 Session was encouraged by both Ellen and Keith’s 
discussion of their experiences and by their heartfelt 

prayers for our successful journey through the disaffili-
ation process. They asked each elder to affirm the 

ECO Essential Tenets, which each elder did. The 
tenets can be found at http://eco-pres.org/static/
media/uploads/resources/Essential%20Tenets/
new_format_-_essential.pdf.
 Session also started a discussion about 

how to be proactive in meeting medical emer-
gencies, severe weather preparedness, fire safety 

and evacuations, and active incursions.
 Pete was invited to a pre-opening tour of the new Bible 
Museum and went on 11-15-17. He said it was a wonder-
ful experience and encourages everyone to visit.

LIBRARY
BE INSPIRED! 
READ A CHRISTIAN’S BIOGRAPHY
Our church library has a large collection of biographies of 
Christian men and women. You will be inspired by the sto-
ries of their lives: Franklin Graham, Joni Eareckson Tada, 
Marilyn Laszlo, CS Lewis, Mother Teresa, Nate Saint, 
John Wesley…. Find these and many more biographies 
on the shelves near the windows in the library.
 The following biographies were recently added and 
are found on the New Book Shelf above the children’s 
section through December:
 Corrie Ten Boom was a Dutch watchmaker and Chris-
tian who helped many Jews escape the Nazi Holocaust 
during World War II. She was imprisoned for her actions.
 Billy Sunday was a great American baseball athlete 
who became the most celebrated and influential American 
evangelist of his lifetime.
 David Livingstone was an explorer and missionary in 
the heart of unexplored Africa. 
 William and Catherine Booth are the founders of the 
Salvation Army.

Middle School Youth Group - Fridays at 7:30pm
High School Youth Group - Sundays at 6:30pm

December 17th-31st - No MS or HS youth group
Middle and High School Sunday Mornings - 9:30am

~~~~~~~
Student Yankee Swap: Friday, December 15th

 Bring a small gift ($10 or less) and leave with a small 
gift. See what weird items get brought as gifts! There will 
be snacks and drinks provided. Students are encouraged 
to invite friends to this event!
Winter Retreat: Friday, January 26th-Sunday, January 28th

 Winter Retreat is a great opportunity for students to 
grow their relationships with both other students and lead-
ers, as well as a great way to kick-start spiritual growth.
We will be going to Concord Retreat Center in West Vir-
ginia, which has wonderful facilities, food, and activities. 
Registration is $65 from December 1st on.
If you have any questions or want to get connected, con-
tact Andy at npcstudentmin@gmail.com.

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS
We will meet Sunday, December 3rd from 2:00pm-
4:00pm in the Conference Room. It’s cold outside and 
there are many needs, including warm hats for kids and 
adults, scarves, lap robes, baby hats and blankets, and 
prayer shawls. Come, bring a project, or just yourself, and 
update your skills. The rewards are great. And since it is 
the Christmas season, there will be a few festive snacks. 
Contact Marilyn Splete at amsplete@yahoo.com for more 
information.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY IN PHOTOS
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CLARKSBURG COUNTY JAIL 
NEEDS GREETING CARDS
Many think that writing a letter is “old fashioned”; but 
for the inmates at the Clarksburg county jail it may be 
the only way they can communicate with loved ones. 
The Local Missions’ Committee is collecting greeting 
cards with envelopes for the use of the inmates. The 
cards can be birthday, blank or any generic (no Christ-
mas cards, please). In addition to greeting cards, they 
can use crossword, Sudoku, and word-find puzzles 
books. Also needed is the best-selling book, The Bible! 
The winter months are the best time to clear out those 
drawers, bookshelves and closets to allow someone 
to use the unused! There will be a box in the Narthex 
during the month of February for your donations. For 
further information, contact Dinah Jones at 
240-618-9792.

LOCAL MISSIONS

Are you a mom of elementary school age kids looking to 
connect with other moms and navigate the issues pre-
sented at school and in the community with our kids? Join 
MOMSNext which meets one Wednesday evening a 
month at the church. We enjoy a snack and a speaker 
on a topic relevant to raising our kids. For information, 
contact kimberlynugent@hotmail.com.
 In November, MOPS focused on supporting and 
honoring military personnel and wishes to thank all the 
members of our congregation who have served our 
country. Our children donated the Halloween candy they 
collected at Neelsville’s Trunk or Treat and other Hallow-
een events and made care packages of the candy with 
cards and notes of appreciation for some of the men and 
women currently serving. Jamie Swope, Family Minis-
try Director at NPC and wife of an active member of the 
United States Army, spoke to us about prayer and support 
ideas for Veterans and their families. As we move into 
the Holiday season I would encourage everyone, not just 
MOPS moms, to think of ways you may support these 
men, women and their families. Here are some of Jamie’s 
great suggestions:
PRAY...
...for healing. Veterans carry physical and emotional 
wounds that may exist long after war. PTSD is prevalent 
among our soldiers, many of whom still serve. 
...that veterans would feel understood. The experiences 
of war and being deployed are difficult to understand if 
you have not lived it. This becomes isolating for both the 
troops coming back as well as their spouses. The families 
experience many transitions which can make it hard to 
feel a sense of community.
...that veterans and their families would come to know 
Christ and experience the peace and strength that comes 
from God alone.

Are you a mom of a preschool age child looking to con-
nect with other moms? Join MOPS which meets twice a 
month on Tuesday mornings at the church for a time of 
fellowship and learning.  We also connect throughout the 
week at playdates and activities throughout the communi-
ty. For information, contact kimberlynugent@hotmail.com.

SUPPORT OUR VETERANS AND FAMILIES 
DURING TRANSITION TIMES BY...
 ...offering to watch their pets or house-sit. 
 ...offering to watch children so military spouses can 
have a date night or rest time.
 ...bringing them a home-cooked meal.
 ...hosting a “pantry shower” to gift items the family 
would have left behind before their move into this area.
 ...inviting them over for a holiday meal. Many military 
members are far away from family members.
 ...offering friendship and check ins with spouses wheth-
er their service member is deployed or not. The stress of 
military life occurs also in the homeland.
 ...being a positive influence and working to build a good 
supportive relationship with children of deployed service 
members.
 ...asking for addresses of deployed soldiers and send-
ing goodie bags and notes of appreciation.
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All adults are invited to this year’s Christmas Party and Yankee Swap, which will be held on 
Saturday, December 2nd, 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall. The evening consists of a potluck dinner, 
music, devotion, and then ends with the traditional gift swap. Come join in --- there are al-
ways surprises! The Yankee Swap began as the Christmas event of the adult fellowship group 
many, many years ago. Some of us remember attending our first Yankee Swap in the 1980’s 
and it is still going strong!  

Please bring a potluck dish to share and a wrapped inexpensive gift to swap -- one gift per 
couple or single attending. Gifts can be new, recycled, funny, serious, food… anything goes. 
We have had some very creative gifts in the past!  

RSVPs will make our planning easier. You can let us know if you are coming by contacting 
Mary Esther Michels at michelsme@verizon.net, or 301-963-4828.

Volunteers for set-up and clean-up are always welcomed and appreciated!

Annual Adul t Christmas Party 
and Yankee Swap


