
 
 

December 24, 2021 – 7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service 

Glorifying God by being and making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Welcome to our Christmas Eve service at Neelsville Presbyterian Church! Our hope 
and prayer are that you will be encouraged by this service and that this would be a 
time in which you can focus on our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and be blessed by 
the good news of His birth. 

 

Prelude O Holy Night   Laura Benning, flute  
   Adolf Adam Janna Leigh Ryon, oboe 

Welcome  Pastor Jeff Rickett 
(* = Please stand if you are able) 

Musical Offering The Birthday of a King    Jiyoung Savage, soprano
 Neidlinger  

Lighting of the Christ Candle     Armstrong Family 

Advent Prayer    

ALL:  God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in 
the darkness.  We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news 
to be good.  We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst.  Forgive our doubt, and 
renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace and live in the truth 
of Christ the Lord.  (Silent prayer) 

Scripture Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Wil Armstrong  
  The Prophet Isaiah Foretells the Birth of Christ 

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shone…  6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 (continued next page) 



7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
do this.   

Musical Offering He Shall Feed His Flock/Come Unto Him Jiyoung Savage
  G. F. Handel Michele Kelly, organ 

Scripture Lesson Isaiah 11:1-9  Danielle Harris 
  The Peace that Christ will Bring is Foretold 

1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
shall bear fruit.  2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge 
by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness 
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he 
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
of his loins. 6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little 
child shall lead them.  7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  8 The nursing child shall play over the 
hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9 They 
shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

*Congregational Carol It Came Upon a Midnight Clear #38 

It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, From heaven's all gracious King." 
The world in solemn stillness lay, To hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come, With peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heavenly music floats O’er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains, They bend on hovering wing: 
And ever o’er its Babel sounds The blessed angels sing. 
 

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, Whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way With painful steps and slow, 
Look now! For glad and golden hours Come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road, And hear the angels sing. 
 (continued next page) 



For lo, the days are hastening on, By prophet bards foretold, 
When with the ever-circling years Comes round the age of gold; 
When peace shall over all the earth Its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world give back the song Which now the angels sing. 
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Scripture Lesson Luke 1:26-38 Theo R.   
  The Angel Gabriel Appears to Mary 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, 
since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed 
from her. 

Musical Offering The First Noel Chancel Choir
  arr. Dan Forrest  

Scripture Lesson Luke 2:1-7 Wil Armstrong   
  The Birth of Jesus is Described by Luke 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And 
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came 
for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 
 



*Congregational Carol What Child Is This?      

What Child is this, who laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here, The silent Word is pleading.  
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, the cross be borne for me, for you. 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings, Let loving hearts enthrone Him.  
Raise, raise the song on high; The Virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
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Scripture Lesson Luke 2:8-14 Danielle Harris  

  The Angels and the Shepherds 

 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

Musical Offering Come and Worship! Chancel Choir
  arr. Ruth Elaine Schram  

Scripture Lesson Matthew 1:18-25 Theo R.   
  Matthew Tells of the Birth of Jesus 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her 
to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.”  (continued next page) 



22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a 
son. And he called his name Jesus. 

*Congregational Carol Hark the Herald Angels Sing     #31 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!” 
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Children’s Message  Melissa Evans 

Homily Peace, Love, Hope and Joy of Jesus Pastor Jeff 

Musical Offering Irish Christmas Blessing  
  Keith & Kristy Getty 

Now may the fragrance of His peace  Soar through your heart like the dove released. 
Hide in His wings, oh weary, distant soul;  He’ll guide your spirit home. 
 

And may His love poured from on high,  Flow to the depths of your deepest sigh. 
Oh, come and drink from the only living stream,  And on His shoulder lean. 
 

And may the hope that will not deceive,  Through every pain, bring eternal ease. 
There is no night that can steal the promises  His coming brings to us. 
 

So may His joy rush over you;  Delight in the path He has called you to. 
May all your steps walk in Heaven’s endless light  Beyond this Christmas night. 
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Candle Lighting & Closing Carol Silent Night #60 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child!  
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar,  
Heavenly hosts sing: "Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born." 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,  
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
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Postlude Merry Angels  arr. Nishimura   Laura Benning, flute  

 

  



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

To say that we experienced another year that has been quite unusual and uncertain is 
a vast understatement! But one thing I know for certain is that we serve a God who is 
faithful to His promises and we can have confident hope in Him. The Psalmist speaks 
of this hope in God even when we face challenging times. Psalmist confidently prays: 

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! 2 O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be 
attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
O Lord, who could stand! 4 But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared. 
5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 6 my soul waits for the 
Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning. 
7  O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him 
is plentiful redemption. 8 And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 

Be hopeful knowing that the King has come and will come again to establish the new 
heavens and earth one day. And as you hope in Him, we do not need to fear evil; we 
have a King who hears our prayers for mercy; we have a King who forgives our sins 
and restores us to Himself; we have a King who showers us with His steadfast and 
loyal love until He comes again. We have all this because of a baby born in a stable, 
in a feeding trough, who is the Promised Messiah and King  to deliver us from our sins 
and to bring us into an eternal relationship with a Holy God. I close with these 
powerful lyrics from O Holy Night!   

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of our dear Saviour’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
‘Til He appear’d and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 
O night divine, O night, O night Divine. 

 

Have a very merry Christmas!  
Pastor Jeff 

 
  



Neelsville Presbyterian Church 
would like to thank you for worshiping with us this evening. 

If you do not have a church home, 
please accept our invitation to worship with us! 

 

Join us for our Sunday Worship Services  
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. on Jan 2. 

Sundays at 10:45 a.m. beginning Jan 9. 
 

 Our service is held both in-person and online at facebook.com/neelsville.  We pray 
that either option is an encouraging worship experience for you! 

 

 

Sunday School resumes January 9 at 9:30 a.m. 
 

We have engaging online Sunday School options for all ages! 
Kids in pre-K thru 5th grade 

Students in 6th thru 12th grade 
Multiple studies for Adults (learn more at Neelsville.org/ministries/adults) 

 

  Neelsville Kids and Family Ministry invites you to join us in 
the new year for fun online and in-person events!  We seek to 
partner with parents to have children connect to God and find 
their place in His big story!  

 Contact neelsvillekids@gmail.com 
 

    Friday Night Youth Group (6th - 12th grade) meets weekly for 
fun themes, games and a short message.  Bring your friends!  

 Contact jswope@neelsville.org 
 

Get your game on Friday, January 21 at 7-8:30pm! 
Bring your favorite games to enjoy fun and connection with our church community. 
This family-friendly event is open to children, youth, and adults. Contact Jamie with 
questions at jswope@neelsville.org. 

Neelsville Ministry Staff 

Rev. Jeffrey Rickett, Lead Pastor office@neelsville.org 
Jamie Swope, Director of Family & Youth Ministry jswope@neelsville.org 
Melissa Evans, Director of Children’s Ministry melissa@neelsville.org 
Janna Leigh Ryon, Director of Worship Music jlryon@gmail.com 

Contact Us:   E: office@neelsville.org      Ph: 301-972-3916   Web: www.neelsville.org   
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