
 
 

  



 
 

December 4, 2022 – 10:45 a.m.  

Second Sunday of Advent 
Glorifying God by being and making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

In the name of our Lord Jesus - Welcome to Worship! 
If this is your first time at NPC, we’d love to connect with you!  
Would you share some information about yourself at this QR code? 

 

Worship via Facebook Live  facebook.com/neelsville 

Prelude  Fill the Whole World With Heaven's Peace  Page Michele Kelly 

Welcome & Announcements       Pastor Jeffrey Rickett 
(* = Please stand if you are able) 

*Call to Worship  Adapted from John 8:12  Tony Panettiere 

Leader: Jesus says to you and to me: “I am the light of the world. 

People: Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, But will have the light of life.” 

Leader: Let us fix our eyes upon the true Light as we gather in worship today. 

Advent Reading Prince of Peace Greg & Carol Harris 

Lighting of the 2nd Advent Candle  

*Hymn  Joy Has Dawned Getty/Townend 

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation: 
God's salvation now unfurled, hope for ev'ry nation. 
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory, 
But a humble gift of love:  Jesus born of Mary. 
 

Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels; 
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable. 
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness. 
Cling now to a mother's breast, vulnerable and helpless. 
 

Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory; 
Gifts of men from distant lands prophesy the story.  (continued next page) 

http://www.facebook.com/neelsville/live


Gold, a King is born today; Incense, God is with us; 
Myrrh, His death will make a way, by His blood He'll win us. 
 

Son of Adam, Son of heaven, given as a ransom, 
Reconciling God and man, Christ our mighty Champion! 
What a Savior, what a Friend, what a glorious mystery: 
Once a babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of history. 
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Prayer of Adoration       Pastor Jeffrey 

*Hymn What a Beautiful Name   Fielding/Ligertwood 

You were the Word at the beginning, one with God the Lord Most High. 
Your hidden glory in creation, now revealed in You, our Christ. 
 

Chorus 1: What a beautiful Name it is, what a beautiful Name it is, 
 The Name of Jesus Christ, my King.   
 What a beautiful Name it is, nothing compares to this.   
 What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus. 
 

You didn’t want heaven without us, so Jesus, You brought heaven down. 
My sin was great, Your love was greater, what could separate us now? 
 

Chorus 2:   What a wonderful Name it is, what a wonderful Name it is, 
 The Name of Jesus Christ my King.  
 What a wonderful Name it is, nothing compares to this.  
 What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.  
 What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus. 
 

Bridge 1:   Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You.  
 You silence the boast of sin and grave.   
 The heavens are roaring the praise of Your glory for You are raised to life again. 
 

Bridge 2:   You have no rival, You have no equal.  Now and forever God, You reign. 
 Yours is the kingdom, Yours is the glory, Yours is the Name above all names. 
 

Chorus 3:   What a powerful Name it is, what a powerful Name it is. 
 The Name of Jesus Christ, my King.   
 What a powerful Name it is, nothing can stand against.   
 What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.   
 

(Bridge 2) (Chorus 3) 
 

What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.  
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.  
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Offertory  Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery  Praise Band 
 Boswell/Papa/Bleecker 
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry, in the dawning of the King. 
He the theme of heaven's praises, robed in frail humanity. 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come. 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 
 

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry, He the perfect Son of Man. 
In His living, in His suff'ring, never trace, nor stain of sin. 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man. 
Christ, the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in Him we stand. 
 

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry, Christ the Lord upon the tree. 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory. 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father's plan unfold. 
Bringing many sons to glory; grace unmeasured, love untold. 
 

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry, slain by death, the God of life. 
But no grave could e'er restrain Him. Praise the Lord He is alive! 
What a foretaste of deliv'rance, how unwavering our hope. 
Christ in power resurrected, as we will be when He comes. 
 

What a foretaste of deliv'rance, how unwavering our hope. 
Christ in power resurrected, as we will be when He comes. 
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*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication #592 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Children’s Blessing   
If your children (ages 3 thru 2nd grade) have checked in for the Worship & Play Zone, they may 
follow a leader to the Worship & Play Zone after the blessing. 

Scripture Reading   Hebrews 5:1-6 
1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in 
relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the 
ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is 
obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4 And 
no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was.       
5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by 
him who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6 as he says also in 
another place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 



Sermon   Our Great High Priest: His Qualifications  Pastor Jeffrey 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, you have made us in your image and for 
yourself. You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. God our 
Father,  

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts. 

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. You freed them 
from the oppressor and brought them home. God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts. 

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. By his Incarnation– 

People: You have found us.  

Leader: By his Death– 

People: You have forgiven us. 

Leader: By his Resurrection– 

People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts. 

Prayer of Consecration 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our bread 
and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and on your people, 
that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to each other by his 
blood. By your Holy Spirit make us— 

People: One with Christ, one with each other, and one in mission to all the world, 

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory and we feast together at his heavenly 
banquet. We cry, 

People: Maranatha! Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen! 

Words of Institution 

  



Congregational Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

*Hymn Of the Father’s Love Begotten Prudentius/Petrus  

Of the Father's love begotten, Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see,  
Evermore and evermore. 
 

O that birth forever blessed when the Virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Saviour of our race, 
And the babe, the world's Redeemer, first revealed His sacred face, 
Evermore and evermore. 
 

O ye heights of heaven adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing; 
Powers, dominions, bow before Him, And extol our God and King; 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, Every voice in concert ring,  
Evermore and evermore! 
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Charge and Benediction  Pastor Jeffrey 

*Postlude “Christians Be Joyful” from Christmas Oratorio Michele Kelly 

  Bach  
 

Prayer Concerns 

Our prayer chain delights to pray for our congregation  
throughout the week!  Use this QR code to submit your  
prayers thru our website or contact the office.   
To join the prayer chain, email office@neelsville.org 
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Meditations during the Lord’s Supper 

NPC welcomes all Christians, who profess faith in Jesus Christ for their salvation, who 
are baptized members of a congregation that proclaim the gospel and are at peace with 
God and neighbor (1 Cor. 11:17, Matt. 5:21-26) to participate and to receive Communion. 
If you are unable to receive Lord’s Supper today, we welcome you to reflect on one of 
the following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth  
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted 
by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an 
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you 
promise. Amen.   
 

Prayer of Belief  
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new 
life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive 
you as Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin  
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and that I may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me 
to lay aside the sin that clings so closely and run with perseverance the race set before 
me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.  
 

Prayer of Commitment 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed 
discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary 
steps to be one with your people and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.  



Jesus Above All! 
Hebrews Series 

Sermon Notes:       Our Great High Priest: His Qualifications Hebrews 5:1-6 

• Qualifications of the Earthly High Priest (vv. 1-4) 
 

o Solidarity 
 

 

 

o Sympathy 

 

 

 

o Selected 

 

 

 

• Met Qualifications by the Sufficient and Supreme High Priest (vv. 5-6; Heb. 4:14-16) 
 

o Solidarity 
 

 

 

o Sympathy 

 

 

 

o Selected 

 

 

 

• So What? 

 
 
 
 

Next Week:     Our Great High Priest: The Source of Our Salvation (Hebrews 5:7-10) 



Something to think about… 

1. Read Hebrews 5:1-4. What are the qualifications of a high priest? Why are these 
qualifications important? 

2. Read Hebrews 5:5-6; Hebrews 4:14-16. How has Jesus met the qualifications of a 
high priest? How is he a greater high priest than Aaron? How does Jesus identify 
with us as humans? Why is it necessary for Christ to be selected or appointed as 
high priest? 

3. How does resting in Jesus' high priestly work help you in your Christian life? For 
instance, how does knowing that Christ completely understands your weakness 
help you? What is an area of your life (a weakness or sin) that you need to trust 
Jesus with and allow him to do his priestly work? Who can you encourage today 
about the priestly work of Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Adult Ministry Opportunities 

Many classes & small groups meet throughout the week!   
Scan this QR code or go to neelsville.org/ministries/adults for 
descriptions & details. 

 

This Advent season, the church is reading an Advent  Devotional from 
Christianity Today called The Promised One. It is good when we gather 
together to share God's Word in fellowship & study so we urge you to consider 
joining in with any of these groups to discuss the Advent week's readings. 

• Sunday 9:15am – Parlor – Small Group led by Adam Condrick 

• Sunday 9:30am – Lg Classroom & Online – Small Group led by Pastor Jeff, 
Eric & Lena Shirley, and Peggy Hurkett 

• Sunday 7:45pm – Online – Small Group led by Craig & Joanne Wilson 

• Wednesday 7:15pm – Online – Men’s Group led by Brian Farrell 

 

• Sunday 9:30am – Conference Room – The End Times & Second Advent of 
Jesus led by Craig Wilson & Michele Kelly 

• Sunday 7:00pm – Online – 2022 Bible Reading Plan led by Craig Wilson. 
 Now discussing the New Testament! 

• Friday 9:30am – Parlor – Women’s Bible Study led by Sue Farrell is back 
and studying Biblical Marriage 101. 
 

 

Children’s & Youth Ministry 

• Sunday School at 9:30am 
o Neelsville Kids (Pre-K thru 5th Grade) meet in the Ed Wing.  Check in by the 

Parlor.   
o NPC Students (youth in 6th-12th Grade) meet in the Andrew Small Room.   

• Worship & Play Zone is available during the service for children ages 3 thru 2nd 
grade.  Please check-in before the service in the Narthex. 

• Nursery care is available during the Sunday School hour and during the worship 
service for children ages 2 and younger.   

• Youth Group meets on Fridays at 7:00pm!  Join us in the Fellowship Hall if 
you’re a 6th-12th Grade student.    
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Announcements 

Find NPC on Facebook and Instagram for announcements, reminders, and resources! 

This Wed 12/7 is Neelsville’s Birthday!  We praise God for the good work that was 
begun here in 1845 and continues to this day. 

Place your poinsettia order by 12/7 to brighten the church for the 
Christmas season.  The cost is $13.00 for red, white, or pink.  Use this QR 
code or pick up an order card in the Narthex. You may give your poinsettia 
“In Honor of…”, “In Memory of…”, or “To the Glory of God.”  You may pick up 
your flower after Christmas Day service or donate to the Deacons to 
deliver.  Questions? Contact Michele Kelly at mmkelly440@hotmail.com. 

NPC Women’s Ministry – Join us for Christmas Crafts and Brunch on Sat 12/10 
from 10am to noon in the Fellowship Hall. If possible, bring an old Daily Bread, 
kitchen shears/strong scissors and a ruler.  Young ladies in middle & high school are 
invited too!  RSVP by Sun 12/4 by placing your completed sign-up form in the offering 
plate (forms in the Narthex) or email Sue Farrell (bfarrell01@aol.com) with Name(s), 
Email, Phone.  Limited babysitting is available for those who can’t attend otherwise 
(contact joannelwilson@gmail.com by 12/3). 

Join us for a Congregational Meeting after worship on Sun 12/11 to elect 
our new Officers for 2023.  Read about our candidates at this QR code.  

Young Adults are invited to a Christmas Party on Thurs 12/15 at 6:30pm in the 
Andrew Small Room.  It will be a potluck with games and ornaments to decorate.  We 
hope you can join us to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ our Savior with our fellow 
young adults. Feel free to invite some friends. If you plan on joining us, please reach out 
to Amanda Rickett or youngadults@neelsville.org. 

Show love to a local family this Christmas with our Giving Tree!  Select 
a tag from the tree in the Narthex or use our Sign-Up Genius QR code to select 
a gift or a baked good that you would like to provide for a local family in need.  
Wrapped gifts and baked good are due by Tues 12/20.  Look for more info in 
our e-letter.  Contact Michelle Nelson at msn617@gmail.com with questions.  

We’re getting ready for Christmas at Neelsville!  Check out our webpage 
for all the info including our Christmas Eve services.  We will have a 4pm 
outdoor and 7pm traditional service. 
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More Announcements 

ESL Admin Support Needed! Is administration your gift? Are you good with simple 
spreadsheets? Placing online orders? Creating simple flyers? Join our ESL team to help 
with program administration. The administrative tasks are already set-up and ready for 
you to take over when classes start again on Sat 1/7.  Training provided.  If you can join 
our ESL team, please contact Courtney at c_a_midlam@hotmail.com or see                 
Joanne Wilson in person on Sunday. 

Stewardship Pledge - As we continue to work at advancing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, please join us in this work by prayerfully considering a generous 
pledge for 2023.  You can submit your pledge at this QR code. 

You can prayerfully give your tithes & offerings at www.neelsville.org/give 
or by texting GIVE to 240-451-8511.  Scan the QR code for more details.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Neelsville Ministry Staff 

Rev. Jeffrey Rickett, Lead Pastor office@neelsville.org 
Dr. Janna Leigh Ryon, Director of Worship Music janna@neelsville.org 
Melissa Evans, Children’s Ministry Coordinator melissa@neelsville.org 
Craig Wilson, Pastoral Assistant  craig@neelsvile.org  
 
 
 
 
Contact Us:   E: office@neelsville.org   Ph: 301-972-3916   Web: www.neelsville.org 

http://www.neelsville.org/

