
 
 

October 25, 2020 – 11 a.m. Outdoor Worship 

Glorifying God by being and making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

In the name of our Lord Jesus - Welcome to Worship! 
 

Worship via Facebook Live  11:00am 
facebook.com/neelsville 

Welcome & Announcements  Pastor Jeff 
(* = Please stand if you are able) 

Prelude How Deep the Father's Love for Us Janna Leigh Ryon 
                             Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  arr. Tornquist 

*Call to Worship (unison)       Psalm 100 Will Armstrong          

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into 
his presence with singing! Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and 
we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! For the 
Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 

*Hymn Grace Greater Than Our Sin  Johnston  SHW #25  

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured,  
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled. 
  

Refrain:  Grace, grace, God’s grace, Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
               Grace, grace, God’s grace, Grace that is greater than all our sin. 
  

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, Threaten the soul with infinite loss; 
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, Points to the refuge, the mighty Cross.  
(Refrain) 

 

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide. What can avail to wash it away? 
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide, Whiter than snow you may be today.  (Refrain) 
 

 (continued next page) 

http://www.facebook.com/neelsville/live


Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, Freely bestowed on all who believe! 
You that are longing to see His face, Will you this moment His grace receive?  
(Refrain) 

*Prayer of Adoration  Will Armstrong 

*Hymn O Great God  Kauflin   SHW #61 

O great God of highest heaven,   Occupy my lowly heart.  
Own it all and reign supreme,   Conquer every rebel power.  
Let no vice or sin remain   That resists Your holy war.  
You have loved and purchased me,   Make me Yours forevermore.  
 

I was blinded by my sin,   Had no ears to hear Your voice,  
Did not know Your love within,   Had no taste for heaven’s joys.  
Then Your Spirit gave me life,   Opened up Your Word to me  
Through the gospel of Your Son,   Gave me endless hope and peace. 
 

Help me now to live a life   That’s dependent on Your grace.  
Keep my heart and guard my soul   From the evils that I face.  
You are worthy to be praised   With my every thought and deed.  
O great God of highest heaven,   Glorify Your Name through me. 

Confession of Sin (unison) 

We confess, our Father, that we do not live up to the family name. We are more ready 
to resent than to forgive, more ready to manipulate than to serve, more ready to fear 
than to love, more ready to keep our distance than to welcome, more ready to 
compete than to help. At the root of this behavior is mistrust. We do not love one 
another as we should, because we do not believe that you love us as you do. Forgive 
us our cold unbelief. And make more vivid to us the meaning and depth of your love 
at the cross. Show us what it cost you to give up your Son that we might become your 
sons and daughters. We ask this in the name of Jesus our righteousness. Amen. 

Silent Confession 

*Assurance of Pardon Eph. 2:13-14, 19, 22 Will Armstrong 

“But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility…So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God… In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 
God by the Spirit.” Beloved, in Christ you are forgiven! 
 

ALL: Thanks be to God! 



Baptism  Jesse Gabriel Harris 

*Confession of Faith (unison) Heidelberg Catechism Will Armstrong 

Q69. How does holy baptism remind and assure you that the one sacrifice of Christ on 
the cross is effective for you? 
 

A. In this way: Christ has instituted this external washing with water and by it has 
promised that I am as certainly washed with his blood and Spirit from the 
uncleanness of my soul and from all my sins, as I am washed externally with water 
which is used to remove the dirt from my body. 
 

Q70. What does it mean to be washed with the blood and Spirit of Christ? 
  

A. It means to have the forgiveness of sins from God, through grace. This is for the 
sake of Christ’s blood which he shed for us in his sacrifice on the cross. It also means 
to be renewed by the Holy Spirit and sanctified as members of Christ, so that we may 
more and more die unto sin and live in a holy and blameless way. 

Offertory Prayer  Will Armstrong 

Special Music       Come To Me  Forrest Jiyoung Savage             

Scripture Reading  Acts 4:32-5:42 
32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in 
common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles 
Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37sold a field 
that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 
 

1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with 
his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a 
part of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled 
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of 
the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, 
was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? 
You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down 
and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men 
rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.  
 

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.”  



And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed 
together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your 
husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10Immediately she fell down at his 
feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and they 
carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the 
whole church and upon all who heard of these things.  
 

12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of 
the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared 
join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers 
were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they even carried 
out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at 
least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The people also gathered from the towns 
around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they 
were all healed.  
 

17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the 
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the 
public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and 
brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all 
the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak 
and began to teach. Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they 
called together the council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison 
to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the 
prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the 
guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24 
Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were 
greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to.   
 

25 And someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are 
standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers 
went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the 
people. 27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the 
high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this 
name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this 
man’s blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God 
rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him 
on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to 
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”      
     

33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in 
the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood 
up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, “Men 



of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 For before these days 
Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, 
joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to 
nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away 
some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 
38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if 
this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be 
able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his 
advice, 40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them 
not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence of the 
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And 
every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching that the Christ is Jesus. 

Sermon Satan's Counter-Attack on the Good News Pastor Jeff 

Congregational Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

*Hymn O Church Arise  Getty/Townend  SHW #60 

O church, arise and put your armor on;   Hear the call of Christ our Captain; 
For now the weak can say that they are strong,  In the strength that God has given. 
With shield of faith and belt of truth, We'll stand against the devil's lies; 
An army bold, whose battle cry is Love,  Reaching out to those in darkness. 
 

Our call to war, to love the captive soul,  But to rage against the captor; 
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole,  We will fight with faith and 
valor. When faced with trials on ev'ry side, We know the outcome is secure. 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died—  An inheritance of nations. 
 

Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet,  As the Son of God is stricken; 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet,  For the Conqueror has risen! 
And as the stone is rolled away   And Christ emerges from the grave, 
This vict'ry march continues till the day  Ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him.  
 

So Spirit, come, put strength in ev'ry stride,  Give grace for ev'ry hurdle; 
That we may run with faith, to win the prize  Of a servant good and faithful. 
As saints of old still line the way,  Retelling triumphs of His grace, 
We hear their calls and hunger for the day  When, with Christ, we stand in glory. 



*Charge and Benediction  Pastor Jeff 

*Postlude Lord, Be Glorified  arr. Hayes Janna Leigh Ryon 
Outdoor Worshippers - Please remain seated until after the postlude. 

 

Q&A with Pastor Jeff 

As part of our Acts Series, Pastor Jeff will stay after the service to answer questions and 
further discuss the scripture & sermon. (He’ll be near the outdoor cross and benches.) 

For those of you worshipping online, he’d love to connect with you!  Send him an email 
at jeff.rickett@gmail.com with your thoughts and questions from the sermon. 

 

Next Week:  The Ministry of Mercy & The Power of a Deacon’s  
 Good News Message: A Look at Stephen 

 (Acts 6:1-7:60) 

 

Prayer Concerns 

To make a Prayer Request, use the form under Resources on Neelsville.org or 

contact the church office at 301-972-3916 or office@neelsville.org. 

To join the email Prayer Chain, contact the church office. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Find NPC on Facebook and Instagram for announcements, reminders, and resources! 

 

Adult Sunday School Classes 

Two Adult Classes are meeting online at 9am on Sunday mornings.  More details 
and the Zoom info will be in our Friday e-letter and our private Facebook group. 

• Join Brian Farrell and Joanne Wilson for “How to Read the Bible for all Its Worth.” 
Contact joannelwilson@gmail.com for materials.   

• Join Craig Wilson for a continuation of the Genesis study.  Contact 
cdw6@msn.com for materials.   

The Adult Sunday School class led by Adam Condrick meets at 9:15am in the back 
parking lot.  This week they kicked off their new study “The Engagement Project.” 
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Sent: Every Christian’s Call to Share the Good News 

The Acts of the Apostles Series 

Sermon Notes:  Satan's Counter-Attack on the Good News  Acts 4:32-5:42  

• Good News Unity (4:32-37)   

o How it is established  

 

o How it is experienced  

  

• Good News' Unity Endangered (5:1-40)  

o Within (vv. 1-11)  

 

o Outside (vv. 12-40)  

  

• Good News Response (vv. 5:41-42)  

 
Something to think about… 

1. What is the difference between Christian unity and other forms of unity? 

2. Acts 4:32-37: In what ways have you seen others practice generosity in NPC? Explain 
the impact of such giving. What keeps people from being radically generous? How is 
the doctrine of grace tied to generosity? What does the resurrection have to do with 
generosity? Identify a person who could use your help this week. Choose to act 
generously! 

3. In Acts 5:1-11, how does the true story of Ananias and Sapphira challenge you? What 
story in the OT is this comparable to (Joshua 7:1-26) ? What are their sins? What does 
it teach about the importance of repentance?  

4. In chapter 5, what can we learn about gospel ministry from the apostles? What are the 
two responses from people when they hear the good news and see healings performed 
by the apostles? Do you see those responses today when you share the gospel? 

5. Why should we expect opposition when we faithfully share the gospel in word and 
deed?  How do the apostles and the early church respond? How does that encourage 
you? Challenge you? 

6. What does this passage teach about God's sovereignty over persecution?  Take a 
moment to pray for both gospel unity for NPC as well as pray for the persecuted 
church around the world. 



Announcements 

We are returning to the Sanctuary for in-person worship on Nov 1!  Capacity is 
limited due to current COVID regulations, so REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.    Seating 
in for walk-ins is not guaranteed.  Look for our Sunday e-letter and Facebook post for 
more details and to register for the worship service.  The service will continue to be 
livestreamed at www.facebook.com/neelsville/live. 

It's Candy Caravan Outreach Time! Can you volunteer Oct. 31 at 3pm? Can you loan 
fall décor? Can you donate store-bought candy? We are expecting a lot of families at 
this drive-thru event with COVID-19 precautions and would love to have you part of it. 
Contact Jamie at neelsvillekids@gmail.com with questions. 

Don’t miss Operation Christmas Child! Pack a shoebox now through November 8 
to be delivered to children around the world for Christmas. All the details are in our 
Friday e-letter.  Need more info?  Contact JoanneLWilson@gmail.com. 

Join Neelsville's Team for the 5k Anywhere Orchard Run 2020! The Montgomery 
County Vulnerable Children's Network is one of the benefactors this year. Register 
at www.5korchardrun.com by Nov 1 for the early bird discount and choose our network 
as the grant recipient. You can walk/run on your own or join a Neelsville group between 
Nov 18 - Dec 2. Contact Jamie Swope at neelsvillekids@gmail.com for more info.  

Neelsville has several ways that you can prayerfully give your tithes and 
offerings.  

(1) Mail a check to the Office: 20701 Frederick Rd, Germantown, MD 20876  
(2) Text GIVE to 240-451-8511  
(3) Donate online at www.neelsville.org/give.   

 

Neelsville Ministry Staff 

Rev. Jeffrey Rickett, Lead Pastor office@neelsville.org 
Jamie Swope, Children’s & Family Ministry Director neeslvillekids@gmail.com 
Janna Leigh Ryon, Director of Worship Music jlryon@gmail.com 

Contact Us:   E: office@neelsville.org      Ph: 301-972-3916   Web: www.neelsville.org   

 

 

Words to hymns are reproduced with permission, CCLI # 1534861 
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