
 
 

July 3, 2022 – 10:45 a.m.  
Glorifying God by being and making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

In the name of our Lord Jesus - Welcome to Worship! 
If this is your first time at NPC, we’d love to connect with you!  
Would you share some information about yourself at this QR code? 

 

Worship via Facebook Live  facebook.com/neelsville 

Prelude             America, the Beautiful Janna Leigh Ryon 

Welcome & Announcements        Jamie Swope 
(* = Please stand if you are able) 

*Call to Worship (unison) Psalm 96:6-8 Brian Farrell 

Leader: Come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

People: For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His 
hand. 

Leader: Today, if you would hear His voice, do not harden your hearts. 

All:  God has gathered us in this place to worship together for His glory 

*Hymn Faith of Our Fathers Faber/Hemy/Walton 

Faith of our fathers, living still, in spite of dungeon, fire and sword; 
O how our hearts beat high with joy, whene’er we hear that glorious Word: 
 

Refrain:  Faith of our fathers, holy faith!  We will be true to thee till death. 
 

Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, were still in heart and conscience free; 
And truly blest would be our fate, if we, like them, should die for Thee. (Refrain) 
 

Faith of our fathers, faith and prayer shall win all nations unto Thee; 
And through the truth that comes from God, we all shall then indeed be free. 
(Refrain) 
 

Faith of our fathers, we will love both friend and foe in all our strife, 
And preach Thee, too, as love knows how, by kindly words and virtuous life. (Refrain) 
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Prayer of Adoration  Jamie Swope 

*Hymn 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)   Redman 

Chorus:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; Worship His holy name. 
               Sing like never before, O my soul; I'll worship Your holy name. 
 

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning,  
It's time to sing Your song again. 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 
Let me be singing when the evening comes.  (Chorus) 
 

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger. 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing; 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.  (Chorus) 
 

And on that day, when my strength is failing, 
the end draws near, and my time has come; 
Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years, and then forevermore!  (Chorus 2x) 
 

Worship Your holy name, Lord, I’ll worship Your holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; 
I’ll worship Your holy name, worship Your holy name, worship Your holy name. 
© 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs    CCLI License 1534861 

Confession of Sin (unison)            

God of compassion, in Jesus Christ you reveal the light of your glory, but we turn away, 
distracted by our own plans.  We confess that we speak when we should listen, and act when 
we should wait.  We are self-absorbed and selfish.  Forgive us and renew us.  Grant us wisdom 
to live in your light, and to follow in the way of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior, in whose name we pray.  

Silent Confession 

*Assurance of Pardon    Psalm 103:8-12 

Leader:  The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He 
will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as 
our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens 
are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is 
from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

 Brothers and sisters, through the cross of Christ our Savior, we are forgiven. 
All:  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

  



*Confession of Faith (unison)           from the United Church of Zambia 
(The 1965 Doctrinal Statement of the largest confederation of churches in Zambia.) 

There is one God: The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The three are one God, 
equal in power and glory, and he alone is to be worshiped. All men are sinners and are 
therefore in need of salvation. They are saved only by the grace of God through the 
redeeming work of Christ and the regenerating and sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. 
The salvation gained for us by Christ is applied to us by the Holy Spirit who works 
through faith in us and thus unites us to Christ. He enables us to receive him as he is 
freely offered to us in the gospel, and so bring forth the fruits of righteousness. This 
salvation is for the whole man – body, mind, and spirit. In his gracious work, the Spirit 
uses all means of grace, especially the word, the sacraments, and prayer.

Offertory There Is a Redeemer  Green    Praise Band 

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication #592 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Children’s Blessing   
If your children (ages 3 thru 2nd grade) have checked in for the Worship & Play Zone, they may 
follow a leader to the Worship & Play Zone after the blessing. 

Scripture Reading  1 Corinthians 2 
1 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony 
of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much 
trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in 
the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
 

6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age 
or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and 
hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the 
rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 
of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 10 these things God 
has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the 
depths of God. 11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, 
which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 
God.  
 (continued next page) 



12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that 
we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words 
not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual. 
 

14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly 
to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  
15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For 
who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind 
of Christ. 

Sermon What God Has Prepared for Those Who Love Him Howard Brant 
Howard and Jo-Ann Brant have been veteran missionaries in Ethiopia supported by NPC since 1986. 
They went to start churches among the unreached Gurage people of Ethiopia. By 2011, the number 
of believers and churches had grown so large that they needed a Bible College. In their retirement, 
the Brants have returned frequently to train Gurage church leaders.    

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
Leader: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, you have made us in your image and for 
yourself. You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. God our 
Father,  

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts. 

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. You freed them 
from the oppressor and brought them home. God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts. 

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. By his Incarnation– 

People: You have found us.  

Leader: By his Death– 

People: You have forgiven us. 

Leader: By his Resurrection– 

People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts. 

  



Prayer of Consecration 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our bread 
and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and on your people, 
that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to each other by his 
blood. By your Holy Spirit make us— 

People: One with Christ, one with each other, and one in mission to all the world, 

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory and we feast together at his heavenly 
banquet. We cry, 

People: Maranatha! Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen! 

Words of Institution 

Congregational Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

*Praise Song Let the Nations Be Glad Boswell/Papa  

Let the glory of the Lord forever be our joy. 
May redemption be the theme of our song. 
For by grace we have been saved, and by grace we shall proclaim 
To the corners of the earth that Christ is come. 
 

Chorus:  Let the nations be glad, Let the people rejoice, 
 For salvation belongs to our God. 
 Let the whole earth be filled with the praises of the Lord, 
 For salvation belongs to our God. 
 Let the nations be glad. 
 

Through the ages gone before, through the trial and the sword, 
Many saints and martyrs conquered, though they died. 
Still we, holding out the cross, crossing oceans, suffering loss, 
Shall endure all things to win the crown of life.  (Chorus) 
 

As Your holy church goes forth in the Holy Spirit’s power 
With the glories of the gospel to exclaim, 
Now we pray Your Kingdom come, and we pray Your will be done 
For the honor and glory of Your name.  (Chorus 2x) 

© 2010 Getty Music Hymns and Songs    CCLI License 1534861 

  



Charge and Benediction  Howard Brant 

*Postlude Let the Nations Be Glad  Boswell/Papa Janna Leigh Ryon 
 

Prayer Concerns 

Our prayer chain delights to pray for our congregation  
throughout the week!  Use this QR code to submit your  
prayers thru our website or contact the office.   
To join the prayer chain, email office@neelsville.org 

Meditations during the Lord’s Supper 

NPC welcomes all Christians, who profess faith in Jesus Christ for their salvation, who 
are baptized members of a congregation that proclaim the gospel and are at peace with 
God and neighbor (1 Cor. 11:17, Matt. 5:21-26) to participate and to receive Communion. 
If you are unable to receive Lord’s Supper today, we welcome you to reflect on one of 
the following prayers. 
 

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth  
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted 
by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an 
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you 
promise. Amen.   
 

Prayer of Belief  
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new 
life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive 
you as Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin  
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and that I may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me 
to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before 
me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.  
 

Prayer of Commitment 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed 
discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary 
steps to be one with your people and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 

mailto:office@neelsville.org


Sermon Notes:     What God Has Prepared for Those Who Love Him 1 Cor. 2 

• Two kinds of wisdom 

 

o The natural wisdom of men (v. 5) 

 

 

o The secret and hidden wisdom of God (v. 7) 

 

 

• Three kinds of people 

 

o Those who are doomed to pass away (v. 6) 

 

 

o Those with natural perception (v. 14) 

 
 

o Those who are mature/spiritual (v. 6, 15) 

 

 

• What these kinds of people do/do not understand 

 

o Those doomed did not understand the plan of salvation (v. 2-4) 

 

 

o Those with natural perception think God’s plans are “foolish” (v. 14) 

 

 

o Those who are spiritual cannot even imagine what God has prepared.  

 

▪ For those who love Him (v. 9) 

 

▪ For those who wait for Him (Isaiah 64:4) 

 
 

Next Week:   Pastor Jeff returns for The Resurrection Church (Micah 5:5-15). 



Adult Ministry Opportunities 

Many classes & small groups meet throughout the week!   

Scan this QR code or go to neelsville.org/ministries/adults for 
descriptions & details.   

 

• Sunday 9:30am – Conference Room – The Book of Proverbs – How to Live 
Wisely in a Foolish World  led by Eileen Bauer, Bill Kroah & Craig Wilson 
How can we apply these writings in a world of difficulties & hardships? 

• Sunday 9:30am – Fellowship Hall – The Gospel Comes with a House Key 
led by Pastor Jeff & Jamie Swope 
How can we show Gospel Hospitality to those around us? 

 
 

• Sunday 9:15am – Parlor – Adam Condrick’s Small Group is discussing the 
book I Will Not Be Silenced by Erwin Lutzer.   

• Sunday 7:00pm – Online – 2022 Bible Reading Plan led by Craig Wilson 

 

 
 

 

Children’s & Youth Ministry 

• Sunday School at 9:30am 
o Neelsville Kids in Pre-K thru 5th Grade meet in Room 1.  Check in by the Parlor.   
o NPC Students (youth in 6th-12th Grade) are invited to The Gospel Comes with 

a House Key class in the Fellowship Hall.   

• Worship & Play Zone is available during the service for children ages 3 thru 2nd 
grade.  Please check-in before the service in the Narthex. 

• Nursery care is available during the Sunday School hour and during the worship 
service for children ages 2 and younger.   

 

Seeking Worship & Play Zone volunteers!  Can you lead an energetic game of 
“Duck Duck Gospel” or sing "Our God is an Awesome God" on repeat? It sounds 
like you are the perfect match to volunteer as a Worship & Play Zone leader on 
occasion. Bible lessons and a variety of activities will be prepared for you so you can 
focus on the important job of loving our children. Contact melissa@neelsville.org 
to learn more. 
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Announcements 

Find NPC on Facebook and Instagram for announcements, reminders, and resources! 

Welcome Howie and Jo-Ann! It is always a blessing to have missionaries Howard and 
Jo-Ann Brant with us in our worship service, and a double blessing to have Howie preach! 
The Brants are retired missionaries with SIM and have served overseas in Africa for much 
of their 43 years in ministry.  Their last assignment was in Ethiopia working with the 
Gurage people, training leaders at Bible School.  Although “officially” retired; they 
recently returned from a trip to Ethiopia.  

Let's commit to a Summer of Hospitality! The whole church is 
encouraged to read The Gospel Comes with a House Key by Rosaria 
Butterfield this summer. Pray about how the Lord wants to use you in the 
places you, live, work, and play and complete this online commitment form. 
Your commitment could be hosting a small or large gathering or 
assisting someone else, or even hosting Backyard Bible Camp! If we can help 
by loaning tables, chairs, or bounce house, you can note that on your form. 

Join us immediately after worship on Sun 7/10 for our special monthly 
Congregational Prayer in the Sanctuary. Bring a yellow prayer card with you to share 
your praises and prayer requests (or drop your yellow card in the offering plate if you are 
unable to stay). We will gather to lift up our petitions and praises to the Lord as we 
intercede on behalf of our brothers and sisters. Is anyone among you suffering?  Let him 
pray.  Is anyone cheerful?  Let him sing praise.  (James 5:13) 

Help out with our second Trustee Work Day on Sat 7/16 (8:30am-12:30pm).  We will 
be cleaning the church grounds and doing minor maintenance & repairs to the building. 
We are looking for people to serve as many  hands make light work. Those with general 
handyman skills will be greatly appreciated.  Contact Lynda at loseiboat@yahoo.com 
with questions. 

Join us for Saturday Night on the Lawn on July 16!  Come and invite a 
friend to an informal time of fun, fellowship, dinner, and worship.  We will 
begin at 5:30pm for outside games; 6:00 for worship and an interactive 
message; and then pizza for dinner at 7:00.  Use this QR-code to RSVP and 
to sign-up to bring some sides and desserts to round out our dinner.  If 
inclement weather, we will move indoors.  Mark your calendars for another 
Saturday Night on the Lawn on Aug 13! 
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More Announcements! 

Interested in learning more about becoming a Neelsville Covenant Partner?  We 
offer introductory sessions to provide helpful background info.  The two sessions will be 
offered at 9:30am on July 17 & 24 and repeated on August 7 & 14.  (Or they can be provided 
through Zoom.)  Contact Brian Farrell (bpf3356@gmail.com). 

Farewell Luncheon for Jamie Swope – Please join us on Sun 7/24, following the church 
service for a goodbye luncheon for Jamie and her family. We are asking everyone to bring 
a side dish to share. The church will provide the main proteins and desserts. Volunteers 
are needed for set up and clean up. Contact Gerry Davis if you can help. 
(Gerry.davis@outlook.com) 

You can prayerfully give your tithes & offerings at www.neelsville.org/give 
or by texting GIVE to 240-451-8511.  Scan the QR code for more details.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neelsville Ministry Staff  

Rev. Jeffrey Rickett, Lead Pastor office@neelsville.org 
Jamie Swope, Director of Family & Youth Ministries jswope@neelsville.org 
Melissa Evans, Children’s Ministry Coordinator melissa@neelsville.org 
Janna Leigh Ryon, Director of Worship Music  janna@neelsville.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Us:   E: office@neelsville.org   Ph: 301-972-3916   Web: www.neelsville.org 
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