
 
 

May 16, 2021 – 11:00 a.m. 
Glorifying God by being and making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

In the name of our Lord Jesus - Welcome to Worship! 
 

Worship via Facebook Live  facebook.com/neelsville 

Prelude Give Me Jesus  arr. Johnston Janna Leigh Ryon 

Welcome & Announcements      

(* = Please stand if you are able) 

*Call to Worship (unison) adapted from Psalm 9:1-2, 9-10 Adam Condrick 

Leader: I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will recount all of your 
wonderful deeds.  

All:  I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.  

Leader: The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.  

All:  And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O LORD, have not 
forsaken those who seek you.  

Prayer of Adoration  Adam Condrick 

*Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Luther/Boswell/Critz 

A mighty fortress is our God, A bulwark never failing; 
Our helper He amid the flood Of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe Doth seek to work us woe;  
His craft and power are great, And armed with cruel hate,  
On earth is not his equal. 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right man on our side, The Man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He, 
Lord Sabaoth His name, From age to age the same,  
And He must win the battle.  
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And though this world, with devils filled, Should threaten to undo us 
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, We tremble not for him. 
His rage we can endure, For lo! His doom is sure,  
One little word shall fell him. 
 

Chorus:  A mighty fortress, a rock unfailing. The King of glory forever, Amen. 
 For endless Ages, enthroned in praises.  The King of glory forever, Amen. 
 

That word above all earthly powers, No thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours Through Him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still,  
His kingdom is forever.  It’s forever, and ever.  (Chorus 2x) 

*Praise Song Lord From Sorrows Deep I Call Boswell/Papa 

Lord, from sorrows deep I call when my hope is shaken; 
Torn and ruined from the fall, hear my desperation. 
For so long I’ve pled and prayed, “God, come to my rescue!” 
Even so, the thorn remains; still my heart will praise You. 
 

Storms within my troubled soul, questions without answers; 
On my faith these billows roll— God be now my shelter. 
Why are you cast down my soul? Hope in Him who saves you. 
When the fires have all grown cold, cause this heart to praise You. 
 

Chorus:  Oh, my soul, put your hope in God, my help, my rock, I will praise Him. 
 Sing, oh sing, through the raging storm; You're still my God, my salvation. 
 

Should my life be torn from me, every worldly pleasure; 
When all I possess is grief, God be then my treasure. 
Be my vision in the night; Be my hope and refuge. 
'Til my faith is turned to sight, Lord my heart will praise You. (Chorus 2x) 
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Confession of Sin (unison)  Adam Condrick 

O God, you judge your people with righteousness; we judge our neighbors either right 
or wrong. Your Servant defended the cause of the poor; it is because of our greed that 
many still want. You bring deliverance to the needy, but we stand in the way of its being 
received. You send us a Savior who will crush the oppressor, but we raise up idols in his 
stead. Make us mindful of your dominion, how you rule while sun and moon endure. 
May we bow down before you and pay you the tribute that you are due. Help us Lord, 
to submit our lives to you! In Christ’s Matchless Name we pray! 



Silent Confession  

*Assurance of Pardon Isaiah 6:7 Adam Condrick 

Leader:  Hear now, O Church, who stand in the gap for the world as representatives of 
God. We have been made clean. As the angel of the Lord touched the unclean lips 
of Isaiah and made the man whole in word and deed, readying him to do his will, 
he has done the same for us by the cleansing touch of His Son, Jesus Christ. In 
Him, the disparity between our word and deed is made right. In Him, our 
unkindness in action and in word has been forgiven. Go now in the purity of Jesus 
to speak the Gospel through actions of justice, mercy, grace, and love. 

 Church, your sins are forgiven in Christ! 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

*Confession of Faith (unison) Apostles’ Creed Adam Condrick 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
 *The term “catholic” means “universal,” throughout all ages and generations. 

Children’s Blessing   
If your children (ages 3 thru 1st grade) have registered for the Worship & Play Zone, they may 
follow a leader to the Worship & Play Zone after the blessing. 

Offertory Simple Gifts  Brackett/Johnston Janna Leigh Ryon 

Scripture Reading  Nehemiah 3 & 4 
See printed insert or last pages of the PDF for the scripture passage. 

Sermon Rebuild as God Fights for Us! Jamie Swope 

Congregational Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  



*Praise Song Battle Belongs Johnson/Wickham  

When all I see is the battle, You see my victory. 
When all I see is the mountain, You see a mountain moved. 
And as I walk through the shadow, Your love surrounds me. 
There's nothing to fear now for I am safe with You. 
 

Chorus:  So when I fight, I'll fight on my knees with my hands lifted high, 
 O God, the battle belongs to You. 
 And every fear I lay at Your feet, I'll sing through the night, 
 O God, the battle belongs to You. 
 

And if You are for me who can be against me? 
For, Jesus, there's nothing impossible for You. 
When all I see are the ashes, You see the beauty. 
When all I see is a cross, God, You see the empty tomb.  (Chorus) 
 

Bridge:  (An) Almighty Fortress, You go before us. 
 Nothing can stand against the power of our God. 
 You shine in the shadows, You win every battle. 
 Nothing can stand against the power of our God. (3x) (Chorus) 
 

O God, the battle belongs to You. 
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Charge and Benediction  Jamie Swope 

*Postlude Shine, Jesus, Shine  Kendrick/Hayes   Janna Leigh Ryon  
Outdoor Worshippers - Please remain seated until after the postlude. 

 

Prayer Concerns 

To make a Prayer Request, use the form under Resources on Neelsville.org or 

contact the church office at 301-972-3916 or office@neelsville.org. 

To join the email Prayer Chain, contact the church office. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Find NPC on Facebook and Instagram for announcements, reminders, and resources! 

 

  



Rebuild & Renew - Nehemiah Sermon Series 

Sermon Notes:    Rebuild as God Fights for Us!   Nehemiah 3 & 4 

• Work to Rebuild – Nehemiah 3 
 
o __________ first, then get to work. 

 
 

o __________ God with our work. 
 
 

o Don’t let __________ get in the way. 
 
 

o __________ to build the Kingdom of God. 
 

 

•  Fight to Rebuild – Nehemiah 4 
 
o Opposition is _______________. (4:1-3) 

 
 

o Respond to opposition with _______________. (4:4-5) 
 
 

o Respond to opposition with ______________ and ______________. (4:6-10) 
 
 
o Respond to opposition with ___________ armor to ___________ firm. (4:13) 

 
 

• Final Thought: 
 
_______________ the Lord, and He will __________ for you.  (4:14, 16, 20) 

 
 
 

Next Week:   Rebuilding Deals with Injustices Within Community! 

(Nehemiah 5) 



Something to think about… 

1. How does our view of God determine how we serve? How can we honor God with 
our work? 

2. Nehemiah prays continuously and honestly to the Lord. Describe the impact 
faithful prayer can have in the life of a believer. 

3. How can pride get in the way of our service to God? 

4. When we see injustice, how should we respond in faith?  

5. How does the enemy tempt you with fear? How can you overcome that fear? 

6. What tools do Christians have to face opposition and stand firm in the faith? 
(Eph. 6:10-20, Phil. 1:27-28). 

7. Describe how people can fight against God and His purposes. What causes this? 
How does God “fight for us?” 

8. What is the specific Kingdom work God is calling you to do now? 

 

 

  



Announcements 

Registration for next Sunday’s service will be posted today!  PLEASE REGISTER SO 
WE CAN ACCOMMODATE EVERYONE.  Seating for walk-ins may be available.  Look 
for our Sunday e-letter and Facebook post for more details and to register for the worship 
service. The service will continue to be livestreamed at facebook.com/neelsville/live. 

The Rockville Women’s Center Baby Bottle Campaign runs May 9-June 20!  You 
can support vulnerable women and babies in three ways: 

(1) Pick up a baby bottle at our worship service. Fill it with coins, cash and checks 
(payable to Rockville Women’s Center).  Return it to NPC by June 20. 

(2) Donate online at https://donorbox.org/rwc-baby-bottle-crowdfunding-campaign-2021 

(3) Mail a check to the Rockville Women’s Center, 12530 Parklawn Dr, Suite 170, 
Rockville, MD 20852.  Note “NPC Baby Bottle Campaign” in the memo.  

The Church is in need of a second camera to supplement the video streaming of 
our worship services.  If you have a camera that you can loan or donate, please contact 
Lewis Johnston at ljohnston52@comcast.net.  The camera needs to have an HDMI output 
which does not show the cameras settings as part of the output.   

It’s almost time to celebrate and bless our NPC graduates! If your child is 
graduating this year from high school or college, please send Jamie 
(jswope@neelsville.org) his/her full name, a baby picture and recent picture, school 
name, and if a college graduate, major.  

ATTENTION NEELSVILLE KIDS! 

You're invited to a Rock 'n Rolling ride event at Neelsville on Sun 5/23 at 1:00 pm. 
Come for outdoor worship, pack a picnic lunch, and then stay for some fun bike/scooter 
ride-along fun with friends. Open to all! 

Save the date for “Global Games VBS!”  This outdoor camp experience will be held on 
Wednesdays 6/23, 6/30 and 7/7.  Campers will benefit from activities centered on 
knowing God through His word, growing in relationship with Him, and sharing the love 
of Christ with others. Registration coming soon. Volunteers are needed for many 
different positions. Contact Melissa at melissa@neelsville.org with questions or to help! 

 

Neelsville has several ways that you can prayerfully give your tithes and 
offerings.  

(1) Mail a check to the Office: 20701 Frederick Rd, Germantown, MD 20876  
(2) Text GIVE to 240-451-8511  
(3) Donate online at www.neelsville.org/give   

http://www.facebook.com/neelsville/live
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Adult Sunday School Classes 

Two Adult Sunday School Classes meet online at 9am via Zoom.  More details and 
the Zoom info will be in our Friday e-letter and our private Facebook group.   

• 1 John Study – This study will work through 1 John using Bible studies by Pastor 
Jeff and by Tim Keller as its source material.  Join us as we discuss this book rich in 
its teachings and encouragement.  Contact Eric Shirley at 
shirleyfamily4@gmail.com for more info.   

• Heaven, Hell and the Afterlife - This class will look to the Scriptures to teach us 
ways to answer doubts and questions about these topics, providing hope for 
ourselves and others.  Contact Craig Wilson at cdw6@msn.com with questions. 

One Adult Sunday School Class meets in person at NPC. 

• Adam Condrick’s small group is studying the Gospel of John on Sunday mornings.  
They will meet in the back parking lot of NPC.  Contact Adam at 
acondrick@segalco.com with questions. 

 
 

 

Neelsville Ministry Staff 

Rev. Jeffrey Rickett, Lead Pastor office@neelsville.org 
Jamie Swope, Director of Family & Youth Ministries jswope@neelsville.org 
Melissa Evans, Director of Children’s Ministry melissa@neelsville.org 
Janna Leigh Ryon, Director of Worship Music jlryon@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Us:   E: office@neelsville.org      Ph: 301-972-3916   Web: www.neelsville.org   
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Scripture Reading  Nehemiah 3 & 4 

Nehemiah – Chapter 3 (abridged) 
1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the priests, and they built the Sheep Gate. 
They consecrated it and set its doors. They consecrated it as far as the Tower of the Hundred, as far 
as the Tower of Hananel. 2 And next to him the men of Jericho built. And next to them Zaccur the 
son of Imri built.  3 The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate. They laid its beams and set its doors, 
its bolts, and its bars.  
 

5 And next to them the Tekoites repaired, but their nobles would not stoop to serve their Lord. 
 

6 Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah repaired the Gate of Yeshanah. They 
laid its beams and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars.  
 
8 Next to them Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, goldsmiths, repaired. Next to him Hananiah, one of the 
perfumers, repaired, and they restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall.  
 
12 Next to him Shallum the son of Hallohesh, ruler of half the district of Jerusalem, repaired, he and 
his daughters. 
 
17-21 After him...Next to him... After him... Next to him… After him… After him... 
  

30 After him Hananiah the son of Shelemiah and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph repaired another 
section. After him Meshullam the son of Berechiah repaired opposite his chamber. 31 After him 
Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired as far as the house of the temple servants and of the 
merchants, opposite the Muster Gate, and to the upper chamber of the corner. 32And between the 
upper chamber of the corner and the Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and the merchants repaired. 
 
 

  



Nehemiah – Chapter 4 

1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and 
he jeered at the Jews. 2 And he said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What 
are these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish 
up in a day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at that?”  3 
Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on 
it he will break down their stone wall!” 4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt 
on their own heads and give them up to be plundered in a land where they are captives. 5 Do not 
cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they have provoked you to 
anger in the presence of the builders. 
 
6 So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a 
mind to work. 7 But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the 
Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward and that the 
breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. 8 And they all plotted together to come 
and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. 9 And we prayed to our God and set a guard 
as a protection against them day and night. 
 

10 In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who bear the burdens is failing. There is too much 
rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.” 11 And our enemies said, “They will not 
know or see till we come among them and kill them and stop the work.” 12 At that time the Jews who 
lived near them came from all directions and said to us ten times, “You must return to us.” 13 So in 
the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in open places, I stationed the people by their clans, 
with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and 
to the officials and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is 
great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your 
homes.”  
 

15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had frustrated their plan, we all 
returned to the wall, each to his work. 16 From that day on, half of my servants worked on 
construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the leaders stood behind 
the whole house of Judah, 17 who were building on the wall.  
  

Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored on the work with one hand 
and held his weapon with the other.  18 And each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side 
while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 19 And I said to the nobles and to 
the officials and to the rest of the people, “The work is great and widely spread, and we are separated 
on the wall, far from one another. 20 In the place where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to 
us there. Our God will fight for us.” 
 

21 So we labored at the work, and half of them held the spears from the break of dawn until the stars 
came out. 22 I also said to the people at that time, “Let every man and his servant pass the night 
within Jerusalem, that they may be a guard for us by night and may labor by day.” 23 So neither I nor 
my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me, none of us took off our 
clothes; each kept his weapon at his right hand. 
 
 

 


