
Elder Update 4 – March 27th  
   
Beloved, 
  
It has been about two weeks since we have been in quarantine. Since that time we have sent 
several updates. You can find those at our website homepage—redeemer.family. We will 
continue these updates as long as needed and post them to the REV website homepage. Today, 
we wanted to give you some ways we’re moving forward during this time. But before we do so, 
we wanted to let you know up front how much we love you and miss you. It is at times like 
these we realize how much positive impact people have on our lives. We often take this for 
granted. Let us rejoice in the community we have and seek to strengthen each other despite 
the quarantine. 
  
Continuing to Foster Community  
We begin with this; we want to continue to foster family worship on Sundays. Because of the 
government mandate, we are not able to meet together face to face, but we can do our best to 
stay connected through a shared “Sunday Service.” Continue to join us. This Sunday we look at 
the End Times. Next week, Brad will finish up The Majesty of God in the Old Testament. 
  
If you want to gather virtually, go for it. We encourage this. 
  
Waiting on the Lord  
We’re going wait about a month to see what will come of this quarantine. At that time, if 
necessary, we will make some decisions on life as a church in quarantine. We are considering 
how to flourish as a congregation without compromising the Scripture. This is something many 
churches are working through across the country and the answer is not simply, “take everything 
online.” There are certain things that were meant to happen only when the church is gathered. 
Our hope and prayer is that this time is short. But if not, we will have a plan. 
  
Prayer  
We realize this is an awkward time at best and can be stressful. So know we are praying for the 
body. When it comes to prayer, we have resourced you with a small book on prayer – Prayer. In 
addition, we want you to have this tool from Compassion International. Some of you may have 
received this already, but if not, here you go – Compassion COVID19 Prayer Guide. Some are 
praying using apps on their phone. What a great use of technology! At this time, it would be a 
cumbersome task to set up prayer requests through the website. So we are asking you to pray 
for the body and reach out to people to pray for them personally. Each covenant member of 
REV has been given a list of covenanted members and their families to help them pray 
systematically through the membership directory. We encourage you to pray for each other 
and your neighbors and for whoever comes to mind. Just the other day, Judd said he texted a 
fellow pastor in Virginia who had been on his mind, letting him know he was praying for him. It 
turns out that pastor was having a rough week and appreciated the encouragement from afar. 
We can do the same with one another, our neighbors, and friends and family across the 
country. 



  
One specific thing you can be praying for is a place to worship together on Easter, should the 
quarantine be lifted by then. Schools are not scheduled to begin until April 20th, at the earliest. 
Thus, the buildings are closed to all outside parties. If the quarantine is lifted, we will need a 
place to go. Pray for the Lord to provide us a place. In addition, we encourage you to meet 
“virtually” to pray. 
  
Service 
We want to serve our community. As we sent in our update on March 23rd, we are waiting to 
see what seniors down valley may need our help. Yet, now that we are to be home and out only 
for essentials, serving looks different. Similar to our approach with prayer, keep reaching out to 
those in our body and your neighbors to see who needs help. Know God is sovereign over this. 
He knows who needs help. In His providence, He has us in our towns and in this church at this 
time (Acts 17:26). So let’s trust that our efforts, however small, are being used by God for His 
glory and others’ good. He does not consider small “grass roots” compassion any less important 
or faithful than larger organized efforts. 
  
We did receive an email about an opportunity to help the Salvation Army restock their food 
pantries. Click here for the link. Families interested in serving in this way can follow the link to 
get more details. 
  
Benevolence  
We realize some people may need some help financially. We want you to know REV has a 
benevolence account and we can help with some financial assistance. Please let us know if you 
have financial needs. 
  
We also want to give the opportunity for those who want to help financially. If you are in a 
position to give financially, you can send money to us earmarking it for benevolence. Please do 
know, that when the quarantine ends, any additional benevolence monies will go into the 
General Fund, just as we do with our short-term mission trips. 
  
Another way to serve financially is to give to the Community Market. They need an enormous 
amount of financial support to keep the food banks going. You can go to eaglevalleycf.org for 
more details on how to support them. 
  
In addition, we can support one another in ways that are not financial. We can serve each other 
in a variety of ways. One family has offered to give another family some meat from their 
freezer. The key to all of this is letting people know your needs. There is no shame in reaching 
out and asking for help, during this time, or ever for that matter. Doing so shows personal 
humility and a deep trust in God to provide through His body as He has designed. 
  
Membership 
Recently, we had a family reach out to us desiring to join our church as covenant members, 
praise the Lord! What a testimony to this local community of believers. We were initially 



excited about them joining during this time, but upon reflection, we believe this is something to 
be completed at a public gathering of believers. So we are perfectly content on serving them 
and waiting for them to join at a later time. 
  
Baptism and Communion 
We have decided, at this time, not to participate in communion until we can gather again. 
Should the quarantine be long-term, we may reconsider this. Baptism and Communion are 
ordinances of the church that should be celebrated in a local church and not individually as 
families. As always, should you have questions about this or anything we do, feel free to 
contact the elders and they can walk you through details of how and why we came to these 
decisions. 
  
In conclusion, we want to reiterate that should the quarantine extend from weeks to months, 
we will revisit these issues. Until then, pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17), serve one 
another (Galatians 5:13), give generously to those in need, let people know what you need, and 
long for the day when we can gather again (Hebrews 10:24-25) trusting always in the Lord who 
works for those who wait on Him (Isaiah 64:4). 
 


