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Beloved in Christ,

It is that season again .... Stewardship Season. The stewardship of our 
lives is a matter that needs our careful and deliberate contemplation. I 
trust that you have been doing just that. I hope the handbook we sent 
you has aided you in your consideration. It is now time for us to make 
our declarations. You will receive both a Time & Talent Form and a 
Stewardship of Money Card to be returned to the Church at Mass on 
November 6th. The Solemnity of All Saints’ is a perfect time to take care 
of this matter. We and the Church throughout the world will be engaged 
in giving thanks to God for all of those who have gone before us in the 
Faith, giving of their time, talents, and treasure for the spread of the 
Kingdom of God.

At the High Mass each Sunday, the gifts of bread and wine are brought 
forward at the Offertory. At both Sunday Masses, we take up a collection 
of money and bring it forward and offer it to God. That activity is an 
expression of this whole business of the stewardship of our lives. We take 
from what the Father has given us and we offer it back to Him. And He 
gives himself back to us in a wonderful exchange. And the result is - He 
in us and we in Him. As the alms basins are presented at the altar, the 
celebrant says on our behalf, “All things come of thee, O Lord” to which 
you should add, “And of thine own have we given thee.” This sentence 
comes from the First Book of Chronicles, Chapter 29, verse 14 from the 
mouth of King David. It is a way of being intentional about giving to 
God. 
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Once, in a conversation with one of our people on this very subject, I 
made a suggestion to him that he later said that he found to be helpful. I 
suggested to him that, even though he met his financial commitment by a 
check in the mail, on Sunday, he ought to put his hand into his pocket and 
physically put some money in the plate as a way of tangibly connecting 
(if only symbolically) himself to the offering being made at the altar.  The 
tellers may not thank me for suggesting this, but I think it has merit. I’ll 
never forget a couple of incidents from my former parish - once, a pocket 
knife was put in the offering plate and another time, a homemade ring. 
It wasn’t a gold ring with a great diamond in it, but it was something of 
value to the giver, and therefore, an acknowledgment of the relationship 
between what we have and where it came from.

I cannot tell you how grateful I am that our parish is a daily Mass parish. 
It is a vital part of what makes this parish the beautiful thing that it is. It 
allows me to exercise the ministry that I have been called to in a marvelous 
way. And it allows our parish community to exercise fully its ministry as a 
part of the Mystical Body of Christ.  It really does make a huge difference 
to begin each day at the altar.

This daily schedule does ensure that consistency can be maintained, and 
that is precisely the point! The parish offers the sacrifice of the Mass 
each day. So, as this is a time when we are considering our commitments 
to the life of our parish, I want to suggest another one to you. Would 
you be willing to take on the discipline of attendance at one of our daily 
services? Will you take part this way in the offering we bring daily before 
the Throne of Grace? And, the coffee pot is put on in the Admin building 
before Mass. After Mass, there is usually a chance to visit a bit before the 
business of the day takes over. Come join us!

November winds out the Christian Year with the Feast of Christ the 
King, and the beginning of the next with the start of Advent. We begin 
this month giving thanks for those who have gone before us in the Faith 
and we end it acknowledging and celebrating the dominion of our Lord. 
All things  indeed come of thee, O Lord. And of thine own do we give 
thee! 
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God bless you all,

The 40th Annual Diocesan Convention of the Diocese of Fort Worth 
will take place on Friday and Saturday the 4th and 5th of November in 
Southlake. The theme of the Convention this year is “True Disciples, 
Remaining Faithful.” The Rt. Rev’d Jack L. Iker, SSC, (the 3rd Bishop of 
the Diocese of Fort Worth) will be the preacher at the Convention Mass 
on Friday evening at 5:00 pm in St. Laurence’s Church. The business 
session of the convention takes place on Saturday beginning at 8:30am, 
at the nearby Westin Southlake Hotel. Consequently, Mass will not be 
celebrated on Saturday morning at St. Matthias, but Matins will be read 
at 9:00am. Please pray for our diocese, our parish delegates - Donna 
Wheeler and Randy Hinshaw and our clergy.

Thanksgiving is November 24th. Matins will be read at 9:40am and a 
Sung Mass will be celebrated at 10:00am. Before you enjoy your turkey, 
plan on gathering with the parish family to return thanks for the bounty 
we have received from our Heavenly Father. Friday the 25th, Matins and 
Mass will begin at 9:00 am.
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NEW SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SCHOOL CLASS

COURSE 2 Beginning Sunday, October 30th – November 20th 
“Lord, Teach Us To Pray” 
 Instructor: Canon Dwight D. Duncan, Rector Emeritus

So, how’s your prayer life going? Do you even have one, more than wafting 
up a prayer for help for yourself or someone else or a “thank you” now and 
again? Prayer is at the heart of a relationship with God. So if we want that, 
we have to “do it.”

But for many of us, impediments lie in the way: we don’t really know what 
it is and what it isn’t; we don’t know what to expect from it, or we think we 
do and our expectations are disappointed; we don’t know how to construct 
a prayer life, if it is more than an every-now-and-then shot towards God.

The disciples themselves needed help and so they were wise enough, 
humble enough to ask of Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray.” We’ll have a go at 
that in this course. Think of it as Prayer Bootcamp.

      

REMEMBER TO TURN YOUR
CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR

NEXT SATURDAY EVENING, 
NOVEMBER 5th
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ALL SOULS’ DAY
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND

There will be a Requiem Mass at 7:00am at which we will pray for 
the faithful departed of the parish and also for those whom you have 
submitted through the form in the Sunday bulletin. Of your charity, 
please plan to be with us and join in interceding for those who have gone 
before us in the Faith.

      

NOVEMBER FELLOWSHIP SUPPER

Fellowship Supper is scheduled for Saturday, November 12th at 6:00pm 
in the Great Hall hosted by Robert Lea along with co-host Laura 
Mongole. Join us for fellowship, food and fun. Sign up on the form in 
the Sunday bulletin.

If your last name begins with    Bring either
A through H   Salad or Main Dish
I through P   Dessert or Main Dish
Q through Z   Vegetable or Main Dish

      

PRAYERS AND SQUARES MINISTRY

The Prayers and Squares Ministry will meet Thursday, November 17th 
at 6:30pm in Duncan Hall. Please join us. We have given over 280 quilts 
and many prayers to those in need. If you know someone who would 
benefit from extra prayers and support, please consider a quilt for them. 
Contact nitahinshaw@aol.com to make a request.
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SAVE LIVES - GIVE BLOOD

Every day, close to 800 patients in North, Central and East Texas require 
timely blood transfusions. YOU can help.  St Matthias’ will be holding 
our blood drive on Saturday, November 5th from 9:00am to 1:00pm in 
the parking lot in front of the Church.  It is very quick, convenient and 
safe (each person has an assigned time; and the Carter BloodCare people 
are very diligent about protecting all donors).

There will be a sumptuous breakfast for all donors, so you even get a free 
(terrific) breakfast. ( Just ask former donors – the breakfast is GREAT!) 
Carter is also giving away a free gift to all donors. There are three methods 
of signing up: Your fellow Parishioners will be soliciting volunteers on 
Sunday, October 30th. You can sign up on-line; you should have already 
received a link from the Parish Office that takes you directly to the St 
Matthias’ sign-up area at Carter’s website. Or, the posters around the 
Church buildings will have QR codes you can use to sign up via your 
smart phone.   

Please give! You’ve probably been reading the blood supplies are even 
tighter than normal.  We made our goal with our last drive – THANK 
YOU to the donors of the July Blood Drive.  If you have any questions, 
can’t wait to sign-up or want to help, please call Jim Nugent at 214-228-
7842.

      

FALL FLING - CLEAN UP DAY

We will be having a holiday spruce up day at the Church on Saturday 
morning, November 12th following an early start with 8:00am Matins 
and Mass that day. We will be cleaning out the gardens and grounds. 
There will be opportunities for some housecleaning. Some of the 
windows could use a good cleaning. This will be a chance to get us ready 
to be sparkling for the holidays. Mark your calendars and look for sign 



7

up sheets in the bulletin and in the Great Hall. Remember, many hands 
make light work!  Lunch will be provided.

      

NOVEMBER COMMUNITY MINISTRY

The Team is scheduled to serve at the Austin Street Center Sunday, 
November 20th. 
 Shelter Team: Captains Donald & Susan Conley, Ida Perryman, 
Nancy Perrine, Robert Lea, Danelle Harris, Donna Jarecke, Randall 
Hinshaw. 

Sandwich Makers: Team 3 - Ida Perryman, Donald & Susan Conley, 
Richard & Dianne Couch, Randall & Suzanne Jackson, Kathryn 
Magruder, Donna Jarecke, Robert Lea.

      

VETERANS’ DAY - CALL FOR PHOTOS

Our annual Veterans’ Day celebration is coming up soon! On Sunday, 
November 13th, we’ll join together to remember and thank those who 
served our country in the various branches of the armed forces. There is 
sure to be good food -- and fabulous table decorations. And, of course, 
we’ll have our slideshow featuring photos of St Matthias’ members who 
are veterans, as well as members of our families who are either veterans or 
actively serving in the military.

Now is the time to submit photos for the show. If you’ve never had a 
loved one included in the show, now’s the time! Even if you’ve submitted 
photos in the past, feel free to add more.
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How can you include veterans in the show? It’s easy. Simply email 
photos to Donna Wheeler at wheeldi@msn.com. Or, let Donna know 
you have hard copy photos that you’d like to have scanned and included. 

What’s the deadline? Photos must be submitted no later than Saturday, 
November 5th.

      

OUTREACH MINISTRY UPDATE

Upcoming event: St Matthias’ Annual Coat Drive for Herbert Marcus 
School is scheduled for the weekend of Saturday, December 3rd. Coats 
do not need to be new but must be in good condition. Any child size 
coat up to an adult size coat is needed.  Donations $$ are welcome. Make 
check payable to St Matthias’ and write on memo line “Coat Drive”. If 
you have any questions, please contact Bob Priest, Marcus Coordinator 
at 972-234-1031.

 


