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Merry Christmas to all!

A new calendar year is upon us. New Years is a traditional time 
for making resolutions for the coming year. And that, of course 
requires doing some reflecting on where we are and where 
we want to go. It is the same on the parish level as it is on the 
personal level. 

We are continuing to live-stream the Sunday Solemn Mass. 
Since we began putting our services on the internet, Donna 
Wheeler has done faithful and wonderful service as our video 
technician. I remain very grateful to her for her willingness to 
serve us in this way. That said, it would be very good to have 
some assistance in this ministry.  We are looking to expand that 
ministry. If you are interested in assisting with this ministry, 
please speak to either of us about it.

It has been some time since we submitted our Time & Talent 
Stewardship declarations for 2023. New schedules are being 
prepared and we’re also discovering some needs. For instance, 
Ushers. Would you be willing to serve as a 10:30am usher? We 
can use your help. Please speak to me or to Cindi Turnbull if 
you are willing - we could use another two person team to share 
the duty.
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“Time and tide wait for no man,” the old sailor’s expression has 
it. The business of the new calendar year is now upon us. The 
date for our Annual Congregational Meeting is set for Sunday, 
January 22nd. On that morning, we will begin with Matins at 
9:00am and then celebrate one Mass at 9:30am. Please plan 
on being in attendance. The occasion is significant enough for 
us to gather together as one parish family to ask our Heavenly 
Father’s guidance and blessing upon the year ahead. After Mass, 
we will have a bit of continental breakfast before convening to 
conduct the business of the meeting.

Remember to continue to keep the whole 12 Days of Christmas. 
The twelfth day is Thursday,  January the 5th. The Feast of the 
Epiphany is Friday the 6th. 

It is a venerable Catholic practice to leave the tree up for all 
twelve days of Christmas. In any event, I hope you are still 
plugging in the lights on your house. It is but one small way 
of witnessing to the world around us that we do indeed have 
cause to celebrate! I am very grateful to all who are giving of 
themselves to make this Christmas a good one. Our thanks to 
Dick, and to the Lisas for their contributions of music, to the 
adult servers, the acolytes, and ushers, to those who turned out 
to deck the Great Hall (Ray Turnbull gets special recognition 
for Hall decking this year. Many thanks, Ray!!) Thanks also to 
the Altar Guild who saw to the decoration of the church. 

We will need some assistance taking the Christmas things down 
and storing them away for another year. Let’s plan to do that on 
Saturday, January 7th following the regular morning services - 
Rosary, Matins, and Mass. We’ll get to the Great Hall about 
10:00am. Come lend a hand, please.
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If it has been quite some time since you have been able to receive 
the Sacrament for whatever reason, I am happy to bring it to 
you. Please give me a call and let’s arrange to do that.  
         
It is helpful to keep in mind that we gather to celebrate the Mass 
to “do” something, not necessarily to “get” something. Get 
something we do, but the motivation for being there is to give 
something. Catholic worship consists of the giving of ourselves 
to God; “our selves, our souls and bodies,” as the Canon of the 
Mass has it. 

Let’s take 2023 a day at a time, live in the present, and entrust 
the future to Almighty God. He is the only one up to the job!

You are a wonderful parish. Thank you all very much for all of 
the kindnesses and expressions of love that you continue to give 
me. Thank you especially very much for the Christmas Purse 
that Bob Lea presented to me on your behalf after the Mid-
Night Mass. This year just past has been very good and I am 
indeed most blessed to be here as your rector. With much love - 

God bless you all, 
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THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Sunday, January 22nd 

Following the ONE Mass of the Day
Matins 9:00am, Solemn High Mass 9:30am

All parishioners, long-time and new, are encouraged to be at 
this important meeting. And those of you presently sharing in 
our life and considering becoming part of our parish family are 
most cordially invited; we do hope you will join with us in this 
most important meeting of the year.

Following Mass, there will be a short break for some 
refreshment. Then we will come into session in the church 
for the Meeting. At it, we will consider the state of the parish, 
review the year just ended and look ahead. Also, we will elect 
new members to the important offices of Vestry and to our   
Diocesan Convention Delegation.

        

REMINDER

If you pay your pledge by Electronic Transfer of Funds and 
you have changed your pledge amount from 2022, PLEASE 
remember to notify your bank of your new pledge amount for 
2023.
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PRAYERS AND SQUARES MINISTRY

The Prayers and Squares Ministry will meet Thursday, January 
19th at 6:30pm. We have given over 280 quilts and many 
prayers to those in need. If you know someone who would 
benefit from extra prayers and support, please consider a quilt 
for them. Contact nitahinshaw@aol.com to make a request.

        

JANUARY COMMUNITY MINISTRY

The Team is scheduled to serve at the Austin Street Center on 
Sunday, January 15th. 

Shelter Team: Captains David & Dixie Turnbull, Danelle 
Harris, William & Tommye Marr, John & Laura Stotz, Sarah 
Sleath, Patricia Haney, Randall Hinshaw.
Sandwich Makers: Team 1 - David & Dixie Turnbull, Robert 
& Robyn Priest, William & Tommye Marr, Randall & Nita 
Hinshaw, John & Laura Stotz, Canon Dwight Duncan, Sarah 
Sleath, Patricia Haney.
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OUTREACH MINISTRY UPDATES

•	 Herbert Marcus Elementary School Coat Drive: On 
Saturday, December 3rd, two members of the Evangelism 
Committee (Donna Wheeler and Laura Mongole) sat 
out on the front lawn of the church for the drive by coat 
drop off. Collected only 2 coats. But hey, we started with 
nothing but ended with something. Thank you, Jesus! The 
following day (Sunday), members donated 69 coats. Bob 
Priest dropped off 71 coats on Monday, Dec 5th.  Donation 
checks to St. Matthias’ for the coat drive totaled $100, so 
an additional 6 coats were purchased, making 6 more kids 
happy.  Final total of coats collected was 77.  “Thank You” 
to all who supported this event.   

•	 North Dallas Shared Ministries (NDSM): The collection 
of “Support the girls/bras” campaign collected 84 bras. 
“Thank You” to those who donated and special thanks to 
Karen Cantrell for overseeing this event. 

•	 Advent Fund 2022 recipient will be Hooks. As of 
December 25th, funds received were $633.50. However, 
additional funds could be received in January.  

WANTED – BLOOD DRIVE COORDINATOR - Jim 
Nugent, who has been the coordinator for many years, has 
decided to step down so that someone else can pick up the 
baton.  He has done a tremendous job overseeing the number 
of blood drives that have been scheduled at St Matthias’ over 
the years. Much, much appreciation and many THANKS, 
Jim, for your service. 
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SO, who will step forward and pick up the baton? For 
information on the ins and outs of coordinating a blood drive, 
please speak to Jim Nugent or Laura Mongole.   

BEGIN YOUR NEW YEAR ARIGHT AT GOD’S ALTAR, 
CONSECRATING YOURSELF AND YOUR DAYS TO HIM.

 The Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus
 Sunday, January 1st

   8:00am Low Mass
   Church School is in recess today; resumes next   
   Sunday, January 8th.

 10:30am Solemn High Mass, with Lessons & Carols
  A wonderful liturgy, with the whole Christmas  
  story and its meaning told in Sacred Scripture  
  and celebrated in song! Stay for the reception in  
  the Great Hall.

 The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ
 Friday, January 6th 

      6:45am Matins
   7:00am Low Mass
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