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Hi Friends, 

I can’t believe school is finally starting. I’m really excited about the next couple of months.  

I want to thank our Youth Task force, Deacon Carole and our council for all of their hard work to 

find and hire a CYF director. His name is Andre Nelson. There is a bio for him in our newsletter. He is 

starting on September 1st. This is an integral part of our vision for the future of EPLC. 

Confirmation starts on September 15th at 6:00 in person in the North Hall. There is a parent          

orientation meeting also on this day at 6:00. Please let me know if you can attend. My email is 

jschultz@edisonparkchurch.com  

The plan for worship service times starting September 18-19th are on Saturday at 5:00, Sunday at 

9:00 traditional and 11:00 contemporary with Sunday School and coffee hour at 10:00. We are 

looking for Sunday School teachers. 

The overhaul of the sound and visual media for worship in the sanctuary will be starting in late Oct 

due to shortages in availability of equipment. 

I know people are concerned about Covid and how the restrictions affect our lives. We continue to 

monitor the positivity rate and make adjustments when needed. Unfortunately for now, we will 

have to wear masks for now to keep everyone safe as possible. I know we all dislike them, so my 

challenge is to come to worship even though we don’t like the masks. We know that there are 

some of members and friends that have health issues, and we understand not being able to wor-

ship in-person. We want you to know you are missed.  

We hope and pray that everyone will commit to coming back and bring a friend. We all know    

people who have been hit hard by the pandemic. They might need a place to feel safe and cared 

for. 

Peace, PJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer Requests (as of ) September 3, 2021 

 Laurie Knodel 

 Dale Peters 

 Gloria Lucke 

 Jeff Weickart 

 Tammy Lathan 

 Roxie Hays 

 Stephen Sorensen 

 John Rose 

 Jim Gatz 

 Michael Rix 

 Justin Storlie 

 Mary Koerner 

 Marianne 

 Peter 

 Jason Meyers  

 Anne Schroder  

 Cathy & Cliff Jr.  

 Peggy  

 Michael Daum  
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Scheduling a Baptism? 

Contact the church office at 773-631-9131 to 

begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? 

Contact the church office to get your date on the 

calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial stages.  

A  Wedding Director will be assigned to help with 

the  details of your special day. 

 Pastoral Care 

Please contact Pastor Joe at  
224-204-7554 or Deacon  

Carole Edwards at  
773-580-3617 when you are  hospitalized or 
whenever you would like a phone call or a  

visit. Even if you would rather not have a visit, 
we would still appreciate the opportunity to 

pray for your healing.  

 Bill  

 Scott Hillmer 

 Frank Roberts 

 Carolyn Przyborkski 

 Judith Vaul 

 Jan Pica 

 Barbara Kueemp 

 Cindy Pankrow 

 Lilli 

 Dale Peters 

 Arlene Vullmahn  

 Tony Byrnes  

 Denise Maziarz 

 Pamela Smith  

 Robert  

 Allen  

 William Bobor 

 Maggie  

 Mely Natal Gatpo  

   Sympathy    

Sympathy to James Segafredo and family on 

the death of his father Victor who passed away 

on August 5th.  

 

 

 

Sympathy to Jonathan & Debbie Jedd & family 

on the death of Jonathan’s sister Valerie.  

Are you on Facebook? Be sure 

and “Like”  Edison Park  

Lutheran Church! 

          Monday - Friday            

          8:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

                  closed for lunch 12-12:30 p.m. 

The building is open for use by church and 
community groups. Group size depends on 

the room being used.  

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the  

 following  donations: 

To the EPLC Foundation:  From the National 

Philanthropic Trust, recommended by Mr. Craig 

M. Sorensen and Mr. Michael White, In Memory 

of Virginia Sorensen. 

To the General Fund: 

In memory of Virginia  Sorensen, from Karyl G. 

Dwyer  

To the Property Fund  

In memory of Sharon Rose, from Julie A Rose-

Skifano  

Celebrations 

From Karen Miller with thankfulness on the 

blessing of her birthday” 

 

 



 

To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

P A G E  3  

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is great to have everyone coming back to church and see people in the sanctuary! I’m so thankful to be 

able to worship again, I hope you are encouraged to come worship in person again. Our income has taken 

the typical mid-summer drop, but we hope with increasing attendance things will improve. With things open-

ing up we will have all our programs starting up again so please join us!!  

We look forward to seeing you at EPLC! 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Cherry 

  Jun-21 May-21 Year to Date  Prior Year (2020)  

  Actual Actual Actual Budget   Actual Budget  

          

INCOME          

Regular Income  21,761 33,141 
188,43

0 177,518  157,931 199,850  

*Foundation Gifts  25,000 25,000 
150,00

0 0  90,000 0  

Foundation- Special Projects  0 0 46,666 0  0 0  

Memorials Transferred  0 0 0 0  0 0  

Estate Gifts  0 0 10,000 0  185,986 0  

Total  46,761 58,141 
395,09

6 177,518  433,917 199,850  

EXPENSE          

Expense  56,813 55,568 
364,95

3 342,578  244,653 300,586  

          

DIFFERENCE  (10,052) 2,573 30,143 
(165,060

)  189,264 (100,735)  

          

          

Welcome André Nelson our new  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

Baptized at 3 on his own accord, André Nelson always had a propensity    

towards God & faith. He grew up in the west suburbs where he attended 

Hinsdale Central High School. He participated in athletics, and made sure to 

make diverse friend groups around campus. 

 

After that he attended Morehouse College where he obtained his degree in 

kinesiology, and coached football. 

 

Post graduation André has spent his time helping at-risk youth, and           

continued in coaching/training athletics as he saw fit. Faith has always been a major driver in how 

André interacts with his students, peers, & leaders. He’s ecstatic to come to Edison Park 

Lutheran Church, and truly blend himself in as part of the community. 
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A Message from the Deacon  

Dear Friends, 

Our annual Pet Blessing is coming up on Saturday, Oct. 2nd at 10:00 a.m. across 

the street in Monument Park.  This is one of my favorite events and one that is 

very dear to my heart.  It’s a reminder that every creature is important, and provides an opportunity 

to celebrate and honor our loyal companions who love us unconditionally.  The love we give to a 

pet, and receive from a pet, can draw us more deeply into the larger circle of life, into the wonder 

of our common relationship to our Creator. 

 

If you have, or have had, a pet, you know that pets are members of the family.  Losing a pet is     

losing a member of the family and not only impacts people, but also impacts the remaining animals 

in the house.  Recently, two of our members have experienced this deep loss and we grieve with 

them.  Animals also grieve when their human companions pass away.  Although they can’t speak 

the same language we do, they certainly have their own way of communicating, and it’s no less 

significant than ours.  Many hospices allow pets to be in the room with the dying patient.  They 

bring such comfort to the patient and their family at such a sacred time.  It’s also important to pro-

vide for our pets in our estate planning in the event that something happens to us.  In addition, we 

should leave instructions as to whose care the pets will be entrusted to.  

So as we look forward to our annual Pet Blessing, think about others you might invite to this event.  

Invite friends and neighbors and bring your pets, and enjoy a time of thanking God for the gift of 

animals and the joy they bring to our lives.  Even if you don’t have any pets, come and enjoy this 

time of thanksgiving and celebration of God‘s creation!  Holding events that lift up God’s creation 

and the precious animals he has given us to care for, allows an opportunity to come together from 

all walks of life and across denominations.  It also recognizes the deep bond between people, their 

animals, and their faith.  Hope to see you at the Pet Blessing on Sat. Oct. 2nd at 10:00am! 

Blessings, Deacon Carole  
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A Message from the Foundation 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   

As was the intent of our Founders, that in time of need, the Foundation is to support the Church.   

We have been doing just that by making up the monthly shortfall in giving to the Church.  

All requests for financial help come from the Church Council. The Foundation votes and approves 
the requests. Foundation Directors are fellow members of Edison Park Lutheran Church and are 
well aware of the difficulty Edison Park Lutheran Church and churches nationwide are having, not 
only in good times but especially during Covid. We are so thankful that many of you have been 
maintaining you’re giving to the Church during these difficult times. Although the Foundation   
welcomes any gifts, we would recommend your priority is to give to the General Fund of the 
Church. The Foundation recently voted to excuse the $94,662.22 Capital Campaign Bridge Loan 
that was a debt on the Churches books. This has been talked about for a long time and was the   
recommendation of our auditor. The Foundation has also voted to support the first year’s salary of a 
new full time Youth and Family Minister. We are grateful that our investments have been perform-
ing extremely well. Together, we can get through these times and look forward to growing as a 
Church.  

In Christ’s Service, The Foundation  

Service Opportunities with The Night Ministry 
Our fall dates for providing bagged suppers for the clients of the Night Ministry will move back to 
Sundays, and are as follows: September 12th, October 17th, November 14th, and December 12th. 
 
We are asking you to make sack suppers in your own homes (wearing gloves and masks, please) 
and then deliver them to the church parking lot between 1:45 pm and 2:00 on those days. Each 
sack supper should contain: 
• A sandwich (packaged separately) 
• Three cookies 
• Chips 
• A banana/tangerine 
• Napkin 
 
Please email Kathy Erlandson at erlandsson75@comcast.net the week before the service date with 
the amount of sack suppers you're willing to donate, and which date(s) you'd like to serve. 
 
*New this fall*  
We’re going to add a collection of various personal items that you can deposit at the welcome cen-
ter: Travel sized shampoo and conditioner, toothpaste (and toothbrushes), soap, body lotion, 
mouthwash, lip balm, and shaving cream. Also needed are combs and brushes, full sized deodorant, 
and disposable razors, along with 8 oz. spray bottles. 
 
Gift certificates to the following businesses would also be greatly appreciated: $25 Target, $10 
Marianos/ Walmart/Jewel, $10 Marianos/Walmart/Jewel, $10 - $25 Walgreens/CVS, and $5 - $10 
Burger King/McDonalds/Subway. 
Gift cards should be place in an envelope labeled “Night Ministry” and can be left at the Welcome 
Center. 
  
Thanks, in advance, for supporting marginalized folks in the community, especially during this time 
of COVID, and many, many thanks to those of you who faithfully serve! 
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Preschool News! 

We welcome all of our wonderful preschoolers to our program this year!  We are 

excited to play, tell, hear and act out stories, sing and dance to music, do science 

and cooking experiments, art projects and many other fun things.  We will learn 

about ourselves, each other, our families as well as God and the wonderful gifts he has given us. 

 

Our first field trip is to River Trail Nature Center!  We will be taking a nature walk 

and checking out all of the animals onsite. 

 

 

 

 

Throughout October we will be reading all kinds of great stories about one of our    

favorite holidays….Halloween!  We’ll make special spooky art projects and examine 

pumpkins. 

 

 

 

 

BLAST (Bible Learning and sharing Together) is set to begin on September 15.  This fall 

session will run from 4:00-5:00 through mid-November.  All kids in grades pre-k 

through 6 are welcomed to join in on the fun.  Please use the link below to register.  

Reach out to Jennifer with questions! 

https://form.jotform.com/202895339858069 

Annual Trunk or Treat: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 27 

    5:30-6:30 p.m.  
Please mark your calendars for this exciting event!  Join us in the parking lot for “trunk or treating”!  

If you are interested in decorating your car, please let Jennifer know 

(jwilliams@edisonparkchurch.com).  Kids can wear costumes and bring treat bags for goodies.  

Adults can come for fellowship.   

See you there!  
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MANY thanks to the summer Night Ministry Bag Brigade for their faithful service and donations of 

food for many who struggle with poverty or homelessness: 

The Burkam Family 

Cindy Davies 

Jean Davis/Ann Pistone and teens 

Deanna Evers 

Sue Klaes 

Karen Knutson 

Laura Johnson 

Alice Rybak 

Tammy Schultz 

Wendy Seibel 

Matthew 25:40 Truly I tell you, whatever you did for the least of these brothers and sisters 

Coffee hour: Coffee hour will be starting Sunday, September19th, after service. 

We could use some help with coffee hours! 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center to host coffee hour.  

This entails bringing food (cookies, coffee cakes, etc) and preparing trays for 

serving. We can always use donations of baked goods for coffee hour too. 

Altar Flowers: If you would like to order 

altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please 

call the office or email Leslie 

(lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com). We 

ask for one week’s notice.  

         Altar flowers: $40 (for a set of two) or                          

Pulpit or baptismal flowers: $25   

Have you recently moved? 

Please email Leslie @ 

lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com or 

call the church office, with your new 

address/ phone number.  

The Men’s Ministry meets on the 

second   Saturday of the month 

for men’s breakfast at Jimmy’s on 

Rand Rd 1440 Rand Road, Des 

Plaines at 8am. 

Parents-if you have a Jr High or High School student, please call or email Leslie so we 

can update our records, and make sure your family is  included in all the  upcoming 

events and announcements! Call Leslie at 773-631-9131 or email 

at lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com  



 

Edison Park Lutheran 
Church book Club List 

The Book Club meets the 
second Thursday of the 

month in the Atrium 

9/09/21 A Simple Plan                   

             Author - Scott Smith 

10/14/21 The Dutch House           

                Author - Ann Patchett 

Quilters Sunday 

Sunday, October 3, 2021 

The Mission Quilters here at EPLC will be displaying the quilts on October 3rd 

in the sanctuary before they get sent off to other parts of the states and world 

as part of Lutheran World Relief. We welcome you to come and see them and 

sit on them. We continue to   appreciate all the cotton fabrics and threads that the congregation 

and friends donate to this ongoing project. Please feel free to join us on the 1st and 3rd Friday of 

the month, whether you sew, tie a knot or enjoy the  fellowship. Workers are Lynda Hartwig, Alice 

Rybak, Debbie Schug, Marilyn Baalson, Lois Johnson, LeVerne Myers, Nel and Jane 

Hammar 
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Memorial Service  

for Joe Bartel Jr.  

On Saturday, November 27th  

1:00p  

 

 

All Saints Sunday  

November 6th & 7th   
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We would love to have you participate by sharing your time and talents in our worship services.  

 Ushers greet people as they arrive and assist with   seating. 

 Lectors read scripture passages during the service. 

 Altar Care handles preparing for services of Holy Communion. 

 Musicians enhance our worship with song and instrumental music. 

If you are interested in being an usher or lector, please reach out to Leslie Martinez           

(lmartinez @edisonparkchurch.com).  

To help with Altar Care, contact Beth Burke (elizabethburke@sbcglobal.net).  

If you are interested in musical opportunities, contact Philip McPeek 

(pmcpeek@edisonparkchurch.com). 
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AUDITIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rising Stars Theatre Company announces open auditions for their YOUTH ENSEMBLE for   
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. 

Seeking boys and girls ages 9 to 14 who can sing or at least hold a tune. 

Prepare 32 bars of an uptempo song and bring music in your key. Come join the fun!!!! 

Children over the age of 12 will be required to be vaccinated and provide documentation at  

auditions Saturday September 11 from 11am-1:00pm   (Masks Required) 

6626 N. Oliphant, Chicago, 60631 Enter thru the back door 

 (Edison Park, 2 blocks south of Northwest Highway, 

1 block from Edison Park Metra station) 

No appointment necessary. 

Performances: November 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 2021 

West Leyden High School Auditorium 

1000 N. Wolf Rd. Northlake, Il 60164 

For more info: call 773-736-2490, email risingstarstc@gmail.com 
or visit www.risingstarschicago.com 



 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No reservations  

   No check-in procedure 

    We hope to see you soon! 

 


