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PRELUDE
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Down to the River to Pray
As I went down to the river to pray
Studyin’ about that good old way
And who shall wear the starry crown

Good Lord, show me the way.
Oh sisters, let’s go down
Let’s go down, come on down
Oh sisters, let’s go down
Down to the river to pray
As I went down to the river to pray
Studyin’ about that good old way
And who shall wear the robe and crown
Good Lord, show me the way.
Oh brothers, let’s go down
Let’s go down, come on down
Oh brothers, let’s go down
Down to the river to pray
As I went down to the river to pray
Studyin’ about that good old way
And who shall wear the starry crown
Good Lord, show me the way.
Oh sinners, let’s go down
Let’s go down, come on down
Oh sinners, let’s go down
Down to the river to pray
GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Holy God, in the struggles of life, and in the wilderness of temptation, protect and guide
us on our road to you. Renew us with your gift of grace through word and sacrament.
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
A reading from Ecclesiastes.
1

I said to myself, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good.” But
that also proved to be meaningless. 2 “Laughter,” I said, “is madness. And what does
pleasure accomplish?” 3 I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly—my
mind still guiding me with wisdom. I wanted to see what was good for people to do under
the heavens during the few days of their lives.
4
I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. 5 I made
gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. 6 I made reservoirs to water
groves of flourishing trees. 7 I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who
were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem
before me. 8 I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and
provinces. I acquired male and female singers, and a harem[a] as well—the delights of a
man’s heart. 9 I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me. In all this my
wisdom stayed with me.
10
I denied myself nothing my eyes desired;
I refused my heart no pleasure.
My heart took delight in all my labor,
and this was the reward for all my toil.
11
Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done
and what I had toiled to achieve,
everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind;
nothing was gained under the sun.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.
GOSPEL: Mark 12:28-31
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
28

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had
given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most
important?”
29
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. 30
 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31
 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: Rev. Joseph Schultz
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart ( ELW 750)
1 Lord, thee I love with all my heart;
I pray thee, ne'er from me depart;
with tender mercy cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share,
yea, heav'n itself were void and bare
if thou, Lord, were not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break,
my trust in thee can nothing shake.
Thou art the portion I have sought;
thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ,
my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
forsake me not! I trust thy word.
2 Yea, Lord, thy own rich bounty gave
my body, soul, and all I have
in this poor life of labor.
Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place
may glorify thy lavish grace

and serve and help my neighbor.
Let no false teaching me beguile,
let Satan not my soul defile.
Give strength and patience unto me
to bear my cross and follow thee.
Lord Jesus Christ,
my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
in death thy comfort still afford.
3 Lord, let at last thine angels come,
to Abr'ham's bosom bear me home,
that I may die unfearing;
and in its narrow chamber keep
my body safe in peaceful sleep
until thy reappearing.
And then from death awaken me,
that these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, thy glorious face,
my Savior and my fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ,
my prayer attend, my prayer attend,
and I will praise thee without end!
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION
The congregation is invited to partake in the meal from where they are seated or to take
the elements with them as they leave.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 254)
Let us pray.
God of steadfast love,
at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ( ELW 325)
1 I want Jesus to walk with me;
I want Jesus to walk with me;
all along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
in my trials, Lord, walk with me;
when my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
Ushers dismiss the assembly one row at a time.
POSTLUDE
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