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Worship Schedule 

Saturdays @ 5:00p 

Sundays @ 9a & 

10:30a 

Message from the Deacon   

Philippians 4:6-7 "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and peti-
tion, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." 

Recently I received three pieces of mail that really touched my heart. Two were from members who wrote 
to say thank you to EPLC for prayers offered for their loved one. They both celebrated miracles of healing.  
The third note was one of encouragement. This person has a relative who is a pastor, and understands the 
importance of relying on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and not relying on our own “wants.”  May you be 
encouraged by these faithful testimonies as you face the challenges in your lives.  

“Just wanted to let you know how grateful we are for all the prayers that have been sent our way by 
members of EPLC. And the little greeting cards have been especially meaningful. Could you please let   
Diane Snook (Sunshine circle) and those who have been so thoughtful, know how much we appreciate 
them?  And, let them know the miracles that have happened. My husband is still clear of the aggressive 
cancer he was diagnosed with one year ago, and he was able to have a very much needed back surgery 
that was extremely successful and relieved most of his excruciating back pain. He's working hard now to 
gain his strength back and hopes to be walking without a walker very soon. Miracles do happen ... and 
there is indeed a lot of power in prayer.”  

“I wish to thank all of you for your prayers and keeping my son on the prayer list! He is now cancer free!  
And I know your prayers were a great part of this. As a member of the church for 72 years, I have seen 
how your prayers have touched many people!” 

“God must have a plan for EPLC and it’s important to get the right Shepherd to lead the Flock. I keep you 
and EPLC in my prayers. May God bless you all and may the right person answer God’s call to come to 
EPLC. We must pray without ceasing.” 

Hebrews 4:16 "Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help us in our time of need."  

Blessings, 

Deacon Carole  

We had a fantastic block party last 
month, despite the drizzle. Thank you 

very much to the 
many people who 

helped set up, clean 
up, and make all the 

delicious  side dishes!  



 

Church Office Hours 

9:00a—1:00p Monday through Friday 
  

Prayer Requests (as of 10/2/19) 

 Karen Bartel 

 Viola Collins-Brown 

 Beth Hansen 

 David Hibbeler 

 Erik Hultman (Martin Both’s brother-in-law) 

 Laurie Knodel 

 John Krischke 

 Ralph Kudsk 

 Diane Peters 

 Kurt Sanders 

 Arline Vullmahn  

 Ron Anderson 

 Karen Dwyer 

 Jenny Vallone 

 Joey Bartel 

 Dale Peters 

 Matthew McGuire 

 Marge Cherry 

 David Brady 

 Bob Fiske 

 Sandra (Ingeborg Petry’s niece) 

 Roxie Hays 

 Julian Lee 

 Anthony Prezioso 

 Heiko Sauerborn 

 Jayden (a friend of Jayne Swanson) 

 Alice C.  

 Anne 

 Erik S.  

 Sandy 

 Diana Meredith  

 David Svendsen 

 Robin Vanden Bygaat 

 Carol Sternberg 

 Christine Bailey Smith 

 Jeff Lathom 

 Marge Cherry 

 John Rose 
 

    

 

 

 

 

Sympathy    

  The sympathy of the congregation to the families of: 

Shirley Rood  
Mary Tempinson  
Lawson Lunde 

 
Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the       
following donations: 

 

To the EPLC Foundation: 
 

In memory of Richard Sears, from Ed and Barb Kruse, 
and Gil and Joan Yost 
 
In thanks of the meals served to them, from Dale and 
Diane Peters 

 

Pastoral Care 

Please contact Deacon Carole Edwards when you are 

hospitalized or whenever you would like a visit. Even 

if you would rather not have a visit, we would still  

appreciate the opportunity to pray for your healing. 

We’d love to visit you in your home, or meet you 

somewhere for coffee anytime.  

 

We have a great pastoral care team consisting of  

Deacon Edwards, Stephen Ministers and many others 

who are eager to visit when there is a specific need, 

or just for conversation.  

 
Call Deacon Carole Edwards at 773-580-3617 
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Scheduling a Baptism? 

Contact the church office to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? 

Contact the church office to get your date on the    

calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial stages. A 

Wedding Director will be assigned to help with the 

details of your special day. 

Quilt Sunday 

Thank you to all who donated sheets to our quilters 

over the past year. More than 100 quilts were     

created, which were displayed September 26/27. 

Quilters meet at 9:00a on the first and third Friday 

of each month. Anyone can join this group! 
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Council Update 

•We’ve been in the process of appointing a new Call 
Committee. Council will notify the congregation 
once the names have been approved.  

•Phil Mauro’s plans have changed and he will no 
longer be moving into the 6651 N. Oshkosh house.  
The Council has offered the house to our new        
Director of Worship and Music, Philip McPeek, and 
he will be moving in soon. By moving into the 
house, his job becomes a full-time position.  He will 
also pay his own utilities, the same as the other 
housing arrangement. 

Thank you for your prayers and support for EPLC.  
Feel free to call with any questions.  

Carolyn Nasheim 

Council President  

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

I start this month’s treasurer’s report, which is my last as I am moving away, with the opinion that EPLC is in a 
better financial position than at the start of 2019. The Foundation has had a tremendous part in this. In the 
beginning of 2019, I informed the Foundation of our declining financial position and they responded by gift-
ing us $20k/month as we continued our search for a new Senior Pastor. We also received a $59k gift from 
the sale of Norwood Park Lutheran church, which is dedicated to our Music ministry. Our expenses are down 
more than $104k YTD compared to last year. The alarming issue is that giving is also down by more than 
$31k. Certainly, not having found our new Pastor has had a huge impact on the expense side, but we should 
not use this fact as an excuse to not give to the ministries of EPLC. If there is a reason that your personal     
giving has changed, you may consider giving to the Foundation. Your whole gift will stay with the Founda-
tion and will enable the church to move forward for many years. Either way, please give as generously as 
possible. I think you all know that I have always tried to be as positive as possible about all the good things 
that the ministries of EPLC have done, not only for people that are touched outside of our congregation, but 
for all of us as well. 

I would like to report that over the summer the council embarked on an Agreed Upon Procedures, paid for 
by a generous and anonymous parishioner. This was done by a Certified Public Accountant firm and began 
with an interview session with Carole and me to understand EPLC’s procedures and accounting principles. 
There were several transactions and deposits, and bank statements pulled from files to confirm that these 
procedures and principles were actually being used in our reporting to the congregation. A number of     
suggestions were made to more effectively control some of our procedures. Overall, the report was positive 
regarding the procedures that we are using. The council will be receiving the full report and will decide 
which procedures to change and how to make this information available.  

I also want to say that Sue and I will miss you all and we will visit as often as we can.  
 

Prayerfully Submitted, 

Wayne Ammentorp 

August Income YTD Actual Income YTD Budget Income August Deficit 
$27,190 $271,381 $296,839 ($13,544) 
August Expenses YTD Actual Expense YTD Budget Expenses YTD Shortfall 
$40,734 $418,171 $436,839 ($109,812) 

Music Ministry News 

It has been a pleasure to meet many of you and to 
get to know the community. I am thankful for the 
wonderful opportunity to plan worship services and 
lead singing from the organ and piano.  

I’m excited to work with more than 20 children to 
learn a little music and grow together in faith as part 
of the children’s choir. They’ll sing October 6,         
November 3, and as part of a special children-and-
choir led service on December 15.  

The sanctuary choir will sing most Sundays at 9 am. 
If you’re interested in singing more regularly and 
learning some great choral music, please consider 
joining us for a rehearsal or on a Sunday morning. 

This fall, the handbell choir will ring at 9 am Sunday 
morning services on October 13, November 10, and 
December 8. No experience is necessary!  

~ Philip McPeek 
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Children’s Ministry News 

Our Sunday School program is off to a 
great start! Classes began their “Mission 
of Faith” with the story of Abraham and     
Sarah. Our First “Sensational Sunday” 
was a celebration of “Purim.” We 
learned about Esther and her bravery. Our children 
will do projects for Reformation Sunday later in     
October. We are  always looking for a few more 
teachers to join the team, please let Jennifer or Phil 

know if you’re interested! 

BLAST has begun!  We are learning 
about “Fruits of the Spirit.” Please pick 
up our newsletter at the Welcome 
Center. 

Family Fall Fest will be Wednesday, 
October 23 from 4:30 - 6:00p when children will 
“Trunk Or Treat” in the parking lot. We need deco-
rated cars!  Please sign up at the Welcome Desk to 
reserve a spot for your car. Arrive in the parking lot 
between 3:45 and 4:00p to decorate your open car 
trunk, and bring at least 100 pieces of candy to hand 
out. Email Jennifer at 

jwilliams@edisonparkchurch.com for more info. 

Youth and Family Ministry News 

Greetings EPLC Families and Friends,  

I want to first welcome our new Director of Worship 
and Music, Philip McPeek. Many blessings on your 
Ministry and may God guide you as you bring your 
unique style and music to this congregation. With 
Fall programming underway, I am pleased with how 
the year has started. Confirmation Class has lots of 
new faces, which means new personalities and new 
personal views about worship and following our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Everyone brings their 
own feelings and experiences, and I can already tell 
that this year will be amazing and inspiring.   

Our Youth Task Force (YTF) is an awesome group 
that donates time and effort for the youth and youth  
programs of our church. The youth and families of 
EPLC will greatly benefit from their work. Please  
consider joining the YTF as there is strength in num-

bers and many hands make light work. We meet 
about once a month, as they are heavily involved 
with the Murder Mystery Dinner and other fundrais-
ers at EPLC. If you would like to help shape our youth 
programs, this is a GREAT way to do it. Please email 
me at pmauro@edisonparkchurch.com if interested in 
joining. We need your help more then ever! Please 
consider coming and seeing for yourself the good 
works we are doing.  

Thanks, and God bless, 

Phil Mauro 

FOUNDATION CORNER 

“GIVING IS AN ACT OF GENEROSITY. GIVING IS      

SOWING A SEED. THE SEED WILL PRODUCE GREAT 

HARVEST OF FRUITS.” 

 - Lailah Gifty Akita 

Fall is upon us. A time for the harvest and all things 
pumpkin spice. It is also a time to reflect upon all of 
the good things that God has bestowed upon us. As 
you do so, we ask that you consider a donation to 
the Edison Park Lutheran Foundation to allow us to 
continue our mission to help support, sustain and 
grow this church. If you cannot give today, please 
remember that you can always make provisions in 
your estate planning to contribute to the Foundation. 
We have directors who are available to discuss how 
those donations can be made which may decrease or 
eliminate tax consequences to your estate.  

Since 1965 donations to the Edison Park Lutheran 
Foundation have helped sustain the life of Edison 
Park Lutheran Church. Since it was established, over 
$2,000,000 have been gifted to EPLC to sustain and 
grow its ministry. While there have been significant 
donations made throughout the history of the Foun-
dation, EVERY gift matters.  

Please ask a Foundation Director if you would like to 
know more. Directors are: Dale Ammentorp, Joe   
Bartel, Barry Bleeker, Mark Dupke, Gary Duszak, Kurt 
Gustafson, Monika Hemm, Tom Benson, Deanna   
Jordan , Alice Rybak, Paul Specialle and John          
Romano. Help us continue to sow the seeds which 
will continue to produce great harvests. 

Preschool News 

Preschool has been having a great time. We’ve met new friends, learned colors and shapes, and 

met of our favorite literary character: Pete the Cat!  

In October, we’ll be visiting the Emily Oaks Nature Center in Skokie to take a tour using all of our 

senses. We’ll also celebrate Halloween with books, projects, and of course costumes! 
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Fellowship 

Movie Night –  North Hall 
Third Saturday of the Month @6:30 pm 

October 19: Lucky Lady 
 
         November 16: The Bishop’s Wife 
 

 
EPLC Book Club Meeting – Nordblad Atrium 
Second Thursday of the Month @7:30 pm  

October 10: Girl in the Blue Coat, by Monica 
Hesse. Reviewers have used “riveting” and 
“powerful” to describe Girl in the Blue Coat. 
Join us to discuss this amazing book.  
 

November 14: Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine, by 
Gail Honeyman. This books tells a heartwarm-
ing story about a lonely, socially awkward girl 
who finds friendship and community after 
helping an elderly man who fell on the side-
walk. 

 
Dorcas Circle  

All women are invited to join this group. Meet for   
Bible study, fellowship, and dessert. Next meetings are 
10/15 and 11/12 at 12:30p.  
 

Men’s Breakfast is the second Saturday of each 

month at 7:30a at Jimmy’s in Des Plaines. Join us 
10/12 and 11/9 for good food and good fellowship! 
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Bible Conversation & Prayer, Sundays 8:00 am 

Meets every Sunday to discuss the gospel in our    

everyday lives. All are welcome. 

generosity of donations and service on behalf of 
those less fortunate is greatly appreciated! 
 
Christmas Stockings for The Night Ministry 

We will again be collecting items for 
Christmas stockings that The Night Minis-
try will distribute at December celebra-
tions they host for individuals who other-
wise might go without. These stockings 
provide comfort items for their clients. 

Please bring the following new items to 
the Welcome Center through Sunday, November 
24. The list has changed somewhat from past years 
so read it carefully and only bring what is on the list. 
You may also give a cash donation and someone 
else will shop for you. Our confirmation students will 
stuff the stockings. Thank you for your assistance in 
meeting the basic needs of those who may be 
homeless or struggling with poverty. 

 
Mission Cookie Sale 
On November 24, we will 
again be selling butter cookies 
packaged in the handmade 
card baskets. Funds raised 
from this sale go to support 
Mission projects. We will need help baking and  
packaging. Please consider baking a batch, or 
more,  of your favorite butter cookies to be included 
in the baskets. Join us in the kitchen on Thursday, 
November 21st at 7:00 pm to pack the cookies. If 
you are unable to help with packing, you may drop 
off cookies in the kitchen prior to 7:00p on the 
21st.....be sure to mark them for the Cookie Baskets! 
Please note that we are unable to include fruit-filled 
or spiced cookies in the baskets; however, they will 
be packaged separately and are most welcome! 

Outreach 

The Night Ministry Meal - November 10 

On the afternoon of Sunday, November 
10, Edison Park will again serve a meal 
with The Night Ministry to the home-
less/disadvantaged. This time, we’ll be 
traveling to 10 N. Kenzie. 

A project board will go up in Norblad Hall with the 
items that need to be purchased. Please bring items 
to the kitchen, labeled "Night Ministry," by Friday, 
November 8. 

Six volunteers are needed to package the meal on the 
afternoon of the November 10,  from 1:30 - 2:45p. 
Four to six people are required to travel to 10 N.    
Kenzie to transport the food and serve the meal. (8th 
grade and up accompanied by an adult are welcome 
to serve.)  Drivers/servers will meet at church at 2:45p.  
Serving will be from 4:00 - 6:00p.   

Sign up to participate at the Welcome Desk. Your   

 Small pack of tissues    

 Lip balm 

 Hand and toe 
warmers 

 Mini/travel first aid 
kit 

 3”x5” memo pad 
and pen  

 Pair of adult thermal 
socks 

 Pair of stretchy 
gloves 

 Full size deodorant  

 Assorted candy 

 Hand cream 
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TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

All Saints Weekend 

On All Saints Day weekend, November 2nd  and 3rd, we will read the names of those who have died this 
past year, and were buried through the ministry of EPLC. We will light a candle and ring a chime in their 
memory. It’s a time of prayer, thanksgiving, and remembrance. Some of these names will be familiar to 
you, and some will not. In addition to officiating at services for members, we officiate at services for family        
members, and former members, and we minister to families from the community in their time of 
loss. Many of these families have begun worshipping with us on a regular basis and have found EPLC to 
be a warm,  welcoming community where they feel comfortable, and have found a place to nourish their 
faith.  

All Saints Day gives us a time to especially remember, and give thanks for, all of our loved ones and 

friends who are home with God.  We light a candle in their memory and reflect on all the ways our lives 

have been touched by them.  May we always remember that we are the beloved children of God, that He 

loves us beyond measure, and we are saved by grace.  We can walk day by day in the knowledge that 

nothing, not even death, can take away the love and grace of God. 


