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Message from the Deacon   

  

Dear Friends, 

We’ve officially begun the fall season, when we welcome cooler weather and notice the leaves 
changing colors and the days getting shorter. I’ve always liked the fall, and the change of seasons is 
something most Midwesterners appreciate. Even though we are still dealing with the pandemic, the 
months ahead are filled with many important and special dates at EPLC!  I’m reminded of the words 
from the baptismal liturgy, “springing up new life out of old,” and it reminded me of our congrega-
tion. We have much to be thankful for. 

Some important dates to remember:  

 Saturday, Oct. 3rd 10:00a – Pet Blessing (Monument Park) 

 Sunday, Oct. 18th 10:45a – Congregational Voters meeting  

 Nov. 1st – All Saints Sunday 

I always appreciate when God uses nature to show a sign of grace and re-
birth.  My yard has three trees that many people would’ve simply cut down. 
All had dead portions and simply had bare branches. But I saw signs of 
growth, and decided to watch and see if they’d come back. And all did! The dead branches started 
sending out new shoots and they flourished! One tree provided me with some beautiful shade   
during the intense afternoon summer sun.  

Just as the seasons change and God brings new life out of old, EPLC is ready for it’s next season! On 
October 18th, the congregation will vote on issuing a Call to a new Senior Pastor. This is an exciting 
time for our congregation and I am greatly looking forward to welcoming a new pastor for EPLC!  
God has been faithful, and after searching for over two years, our prayers have been answered and 
he has provided in his timing.   

And this month we say Godspeed to our Director of Youth and Family Ministry, Phil Mauro and his 
family, as they follow their dream out West. We’re grateful for Phil’s ministry these last three years.  
Please keep them in your prayers. 

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. Please continue to pray for our congregation, 
Council, and staff as we begin this new season. Thanks be to God! 

 
Blessings, 

Deacon Carole 



 

Church Office Hours 

The church office is open from 9:00a—12:00p when 
preschool is in session. The building is open for in-

person worship Sunday mornings at 10:0a and use by 
church and community groups. Please call Deacon 

Carole at 773-580-3617 if you need assistance. 
  
 

Prayer Requests (as of 9/26/20) 

 Laurie Knodel 

 Dale Peters 

 Jacob Schulz 

 Gloria Lucke 

 Jeff Weickart 

 Kathy Erlandson 

 Tammy Lathan 

 Roxie Hays 

 Rob Burke 

 Rich Heath 

 

Sympathy    

Sympathy to the friends and family of: 

 Joseph Bimmerle 

 Michael Specialle 

 Joseph Bartel Jr.  

 Phyllis Priest 

 Betty Foss 

 

Baptisms 

Eric William Nowack (8/22)  

Felix Kenneth Heiderscheidt (9/15) 

Elise Marie Kovach (9/25)  

 

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the            
following donations: 

 

To the EPLC Foundation: 

 In memory of Sharon Rose, from Susan and John 

Klaes 

 In memory of Joseph Bartel Jr., from Wayne and 
Deborah Oberschelp, Monika and Mark Hemm, 
Gil and Joan Yost, Joseph Bartel, Barbara Smith, 
Gary Duszak, Susan and John Klaes, Ed and Barb 
Kruse, Jon and Amy Stover, Kimberly and Mark 
Schaeffer, Jan Page, and John and Joyce      
Feddersen  

 In memory of Joseph Bimmerle, from Barbara 
Smith, and Ed and Barb Kruse 

 In memory of Michael Specialle, from Gary Duszak, 
Glenda Sayre, Barbara Smith, Gil and Joan Yost, 

and Deanna Jordan 

 In memory of Phyllis Priest, from Barbara Smith, 
and Jan Page 

 
To the General Fund: 

 In memory of Sharon Rose, from Lynda and Dick 
Hartwig, and Karen and David Svendsen 

 In memory of Irv and Muriel Kaage, from Karen 
and David Svendsen 

 In memory of Joseph Bimmerle, from Kimberly 
and Mark Schaeffer, and Susan and John Klaes 

 In memory of Joseph Bartel Jr., from Lynda and 
Dick Hartwig, Barry Bleeker, Karyl Dwyer, Pat 
Paustian, Jon and Gail Sheldon, Karen and David 
Svendsen, Janet Pica, Clarice Radcliff, D. Clay Boat-
man, Deanna Jordan, Diane Wilkins, Delphine 
Housholder, Kay Anderson, John and Krista 
(McLean) Feldman, Randy and Joyce Friederich, 
Greg and Lori Burmeister, Arlene Wilderstin, Lisa 
Gran, Kay and Glen Struebing, and Herb and    
Sandra Schmeisser 

 In memory of Michael Specialle, from Toni and 
Juan Juarez, Deanna Evers, Mark and Kimberly 
Schaeffer, and Barry Bleeker 

 In memory of Phyllis Priest, from Linda Larson, 
Jean and Thomas Kraker, Bernice and Norman 
Koglin, Joanne Karsch, Thomas Fahy and Jacquel-
ine Drake, Jim and Lisa Breen, James and Susan 
Barham, Rosemary Schnell, Oberweis                   
Securities/Patrick Joyce, and Nancy Dosen 

 In memory of Betty Foss, from Linda Egebrecht, 
Jack and Paula Williams, Robert and Marion Wulff, 
Joseph and Jill Vavrek, Drew and Ellen McCor-
mick, John and Susan Wulff, Mary Wulff/Catherine 
Merz and Family/Susan Wulff and Family, William 
Lennan, and Gary and Linda Chinery 

 

To the Property Fund: 

 In memory of Joseph Bartel Jr., from Julie Rose-
Skifano 

 

To the Music Fund: 

 In memory of Barbara Stewart, from Susan and 
John Klaes 

 

To the Sunday School Fund: 

 In memory of Michael Specialle, from Linda     
Christensen  
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue to navigate through this trying year, I want to ask that you stop and count your 

blessings. I have spent much of this year complaining about how crazy it has been, with Covid, all 

the political unrest, a particularly intense election year……but then I remember that through the 

midst of it all, God’s Grace still exists. In many ways the pandemic has allowed families to spend 

more time together. We have discussions about equality and racial justice, and hopefully can help 

understand ourselves better and others who are not like us. I am blessed to still be (relatively) 

healthy, and for that I am grateful. 

As the trend has been, our income has been down, particularly versus the budget. But our expenses 

are also lower this year, so we have managed to hold our own financially. I want to thank everyone 

who has continued to support EPLC with your contributions. They are truly appreciated. Even 

though there are fewer activities than usual, we still have bills to pay. With your generosity, we have 

been able to pay those bills. I continue to be amazed at the wonderful community we have at EPLC, 

and the support we have. The staff is still working hard to make the worship experience meaningful, 

and if you have attended the service, either in person or virtually,  I think you would agree they 

have done a magnificent job despite all the challenges they face. Please continue to pray for our 

congregation, Council, and staff. As we get closer to finding a new Senior Pastor, I look forward to 

seeing where our congregation goes, following God’s word and direction.  

Thank you for all your support this year, it is appreciated.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

John Cherry 

Oct/Nov/Dec Devotional Booklets Are Here! 

If you would like a copy of the “Christ in Our Home”           

devotional booklet, please email Alyson at akristensen 

@edisonparkchurch.com or call the office (773-631-9131) 

between 9:00a and 12:00p.  

Aug 2020     

Actual 

July 2020     

Actual 

YTD Actual YTD Budget Prior Year (‘19) 

Actual 

Prior Year (‘19) 

Budget 

 

29,721 29,544 217,196 254,943 271,381 296,839 INCOME 

Regular income 

15,000 15,000 120,000 0 140,000 140,000 Foundation gifts 

0 0 0 0 0 0 Foundation—

0 0 0 0 6,790 0 Memorials trans-

Estate gifts 0 0 185,986 0 0 0 

Total Income 44,721 44,544 523,182 254,943 418,171 436,839 

EXPENSES 49,402 39,315 333,370 400,911 381,193 460,213 

DIFFERENCE (4,681) 5,229 189,812 (145,967) 36,978 (23,374) 

Call Committee Update 

The Call Committee submitted a              

recommendation to the Church 

Council on September 22, 2020.  
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Council Update   

 

• Council approved the recommendation of the Call Committee for the Sr. Pastor position. A        

Congregational/Voters meeting will be held on Sunday, October 18th at10:45a. You will receive a 
letter regarding the meeting with more details about voting. 

• We wish Phil, Christina, James, Frankie and Austin Mauro well, and God’s blessing on their move. 
Council is in the process of arranging coverage for the youth programs for which Phil was responsi-
ble. 

• Council is addressing a number of necessary safety and security related projects. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Carolyn Nasheim 

Council President 

Preschool News 
 

Throughout the month of September we explored our classroom, made new 

friends and got to understand our school day routine. We explored basic    

colors, shapes, and numbers through art and literature. We heard the story of 

Johnny Appleseed and celebrated his birthday on Sept. 26 with many apple 

activities, including apple art projects and an apple taste test. 

  

We were introduced to “Pete The Cat” (one of our favorite literary characters ) and heard, as well as 

sung, all about his white shoes!  

 

October is always such a fun month here in preschool! The kids love discussing their costume     

choices. We will be learning about God’s Gift of Generosity! Our first focus will be on TREES. We will 

explore the beauty of their changing colors and enjoy the season of Fall!  We then move our focus 

to BIRDS. Through literature and projects we will examine our feathered friends. We will explore 

food they eat, places they live, feathers, and flight. We will finish up the month with Halloween 

themed activities. Pumpkin investigations, spider stuff, and an exploding experiment will get us start-

ed.  

 

Throughout the month of November, we will be Thinking Thankful Thoughts. We will focus on 

American Indians through art and literature. We will explore the holiday of Thanksgiving through 

crafts, stories, and songs.                                                                      
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Children’s Ministry News 

Our Wednesday afternoon BLAST Sessions are off 
to a great start! We have been meeting outdoors 
and enjoyed the great weather these past few 
weeks. The kids have experienced a few “getting 
to know you” activities, some outdoor challenges, 
as well as some “mindfulness” exercises.   

Youth and Family Ministry News 

It is with great sadness and a heavy heart that I 

write my last newsletter entry. As some of you 

may already know, my family will be moving to 

the great state of Colorado on Nov.1st. We look 

forward to new adventures in God’s creation but 

we will carry the many friendships and memories 

created at EPLC in our hearts. Thank you for the 

last three years on staff and ten years as a mem-

ber. Thank you for your unwavering support and 

constant prayers. Thank you for entrusting me 

with the huge responsibility of teaching your  

children about Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 

It has been an absolute joy to get to know them, 

as I will miss our time in the classroom. Whether it 

was tackling current events while tying Bible     

lessons into everyday life or going over “Highs 

and Lows of the Week” (the kids will know) I will 

really miss teaching them about God and his    

everlasting love for us. I will also miss hanging 

out with the kids in Club 3:16. During our trip to 

the mountains and all the retreats we took, I    

witnessed the group’s bond grow more and 

more. I will pray for them and hope they           

continue to meet and do the Lord’s work. My 

wife and I have felt your warmth and love ever 

since the first time we stepped into the sanctuary. 

You are always welcoming with kindness in your 

hearts and ready to help or give a word of        

encouragement. My children have practically 

grown up in the church and your influence on 

them will continue on for years to come. I will 

Call Committee Update 

pray for the congregation and your future and 

that God is present in every decision that you 

make. 

Sincerely,  

Phil Mauro 
 

Music and Worship News 

I’m currently working to line up lectors for the 
weekends of October and November. A small 
group of us will record together weekly at 4:00 
pm on Saturday, or I can arrange an alternate 
time to record just the readings. If you're         
interested in being a lector one weekend and 
have not yet been contacted by me, please 
reach out and we'll get you added to the list. 

I am also working to have a guest instrumental-
ist or singer for most weekends. The commit-
ment for a singer would be to lead portions of 
the liturgy and one hymn, and there's always 
the possibility for some special music if desired. 
Singers and wind instrumentalists will provide 
music from outside of the sanctuary, with a    
microphone and monitors for real-time           
participation in the service. If you'd like to share 
your musical talents in worship, please reach 
out and we'll find an appropriate Sunday. 

Philip McPeek 
pmcpeek@edisonparkchurch.com 

EPLC Book Club  

Second Thursday of the 

month in the Atrium 

October 8 and November 12 

The book for October is A Question of Honor by 

Charles Todd. In this mystery, Bess Crawford      

investigates an old murder that occurred during 

her childhood in India, and begins a search for 

the truth that will transform her and leave her 

wondering “how can facts lie?”  

The book for November is Where the Crawdads 
Sing by Delia Owens. Where the Crawdads Sing is 

at once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a 

heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a           

surprising tale of possible murder.  
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TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

Save the Date 

Sunday, October 18th 

10:45 am  

Congregational Voter’s Meeting 

(for a new Senior Pastor) 

A letter will arrive shortly with more        

information.  


